estern
Transit

Monthly Publication of The Western Transit Society

VOL. 25 NO. 6 JUNE 1987

CITY OF PHOENIX TRANSIT SYSTEM (PTS)
REGIONAL PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (RPTA)

PHOENIX: PTS instituted six new express routes (funded by RPTA) last December 1lst and on
January 26th created three new lines and made substantial changes on several others. Two
additional lines, funded by RPTA and operated by a separate AMERICAN TRANSIT CORPORATION
subsidiary from PHOENIX TRANSIT CORPORATION (operator of the PTS system), bepan operations
on April 3rd. Over the last eighteen months the beginning of expanded transit in the Valley
Of The Sun has begun. In October 1985 voters in the Phoenix metropolitan area approved a one
half cent general sales tax in a referendum. They voted to build more than 200 miles of
freeway in a looping belt system that will surround this sprawling community. Although rapid
transit was not part of the package, the enabling legislation which permitted the referendum
authorized creation ef the RPTA. Its principal task is te develop the rapid transit component
of the regional publie transportation plan. To operate and plan the regional bus system and
special needs transportation serviees the RPTA will receive #100 million from the sales tax
over the next twenty years. The December ehanges inecluded NEW S512-SCOTTSDALE EYPRESS/PTMA/
FOUNTAIN HILLS, 523-TEMPE EYPRESS/AHWATICKEE-WARNER, 530-MESA EXPRESS/AIMA SCHOOL, 531-MESA
EXPRESS/GILBERT ROAD, S560-MARYVALE EXPRESS/WESTRIDAE MALL and 570-GLENDALE EYPRESS/VALLEY WEST
MALL. (enerally these lines operate taree inbound trips in the morning and three oeutbound in
the afternocen servinc botk downtown Phoenix and the State Capitol area. The January program
included skortening 1-WASHINGTON ST to operate between Phoenix and Tempe with NEW 2-GRAND-
APACHE-MATN replacing the eastern end of 1 in Mesa and the former 3L;-GLFNDAIE and providine
new service thru Fhoenix Airport and along Hohokam Fxpressway dnd niversity. 3W-WEST VAN
BUFEN no longer operates an extension to Sperry Defense and 10-FOOSEVELT was shortened to not
operate east of 32nd en Campbell to Llith. The Cactus Foad branch~of 19-NORTH 19TH AVENUE was
assumed by the NEW 122-WEST CACTUS FOAD/METREOCENTEF. 35-35TH AVFNUE CROSSTOWN no loneer has
an extension to Sperry and LL-LLTH STREET CFOSSTOWN was extended north from Llith & Camelback
to Faradise Valley Mall via LlLith, McDonald and Tatum. 59-59TH AVENUE is NEW and operates on
50th between MeDowell and Greenback en a 30 minute headway 615AM-615PM on weekdays. 61-80UTH-
ERN CFOSSTOWN was extended from Li8th & Southern to Alma School # Southérn. 106-PEOFTIA/CACTUS/
SHEA was extended from Metrocenter west to 107tk Avenue and Peoria and was also extended east
from Paradise Valley Mall te ¢2nd St and Shea. In April Lines L-CO'NTEY CLUR/AIMA SCHOOL ROAD
and 72-SCOTTSDALE FOAD/FURAL FOAD serving portions of Mesa, Chandler and Scottsdale were becun.
These lines are funded by RPTZ which effered these services for competitive bid. The suecess-
ful bidder was the AMERICAN TRANSIT CORPORATION who formed a separate subsidiary employing non
union personnel te operate a fleet of ten 27 passenger, 30 foot Orions owned by RPTA. At least
one ATC ewned FTS bus, 1843 - a T6HLS521A, is also in the fleet. Line li bepgins in Chandler at
Civie Center operating via Buffalo, Arizona, Chandler Blvd, Alma School Foad, Southern,
Country Club Drive to McKellips leeping via McKellips, Center and Mclellen to Country Club.
Menday througk Friday service is provided at Ralf hourly headway between 600AM and 630FM.
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PHOENIY TRANSIT/RPTA Continued

Line 72 replaced tke former SCOTTSDALE CONNECTION's FID FOUTE and was extended on both ends.
From the Scottsdale Airport buses operate via Airport Dr, Butherus, Scottsdale, 73rd, Thunder-
bird, Scottsdale Foad, 6th, Stadium, College (serving Arizona State University), University,
Scottsdale te Baseline branching at this peint. The first branch continues via Fural, Elliott,
Eiver Parkway, Conference Dr and Priee te Elliott (ASU Research Park). The second branch runs
via Baseline, S6th and Elliett to j8th Street. Half hourly serviee (hourly on branches) is
provided on weekdays between 530AM and 7230PM. On Saturday the line operates between ASU and
Shea Blvd & Scottsdale cn hourly headways between 600AM and 730PM. The ten Orion buses are
nurbered 2701-2710, are Meodel 01.502, and are painted basically white with one set of blue and
yelleow diagonal stripes over the sides. The buses have 27 blue American fabric seats, front
door 1ift, Trans Dot electronic signs, kneeling feature, two wheelchair positions, two way
radie, push rear doers, stop requested light, air conditioning and roof hatches.

SUNLINE TPANSIT AGENCY (STA)

PAIM SPRINGS: On January 19th Line Lj-FAIM DESERT-LA QUINTA was revised to operate from the
Palm Desert Town Center via Monterey, Country Club, Cook to Fred Waring Drive and regular
route to La Quinta. Two buses operating on a Li0 minute headway Monday thru Saturday replaced
one bus en an hourly headway Monday thru Friday. Line 10-DESERT HOT SPRINGS-TNDTO was short-
ened (except Sundav) te operate as far south as Indio then operating in Indio ending at Bliss
and Tewne. NEW Limre 5-INDIO-COACHFLIA replaced the former south end of 19 operating every
half hour 600AM-G00FM Mcnday threugh Saturday. On Sunday Line 19 contirmmes to operate as be-
fore hourly between Desert Het Springs and Coachella.

FUN BUS SYSTEMS, INC. (FES)

ANAHEIM: FRS has filed applicatiens with the Interstate Commerce Commission for both tempor-
ary and permanent authority te purchase ATRPORT SERVICE, INC. interstate and California intra-
state operating richts for repular route operations as well as charter and special operations.
Members of the FBS fleet (forrer ASI buses) are now being repainted into a new scheme - basie-
ally blue as before but with vertical red/vellew/blue/red/sreen stripe which become horizontal
and are lettered "FUN RUS AIRLINK AIRPORT SERVICE". Observed, so far, are MC 9s 1,007, 1,008,
11111 and },202 and MC 8 L701. Some of these huses were not on the original 1list to be purchased
which suggests that the information has changed.

COMMUTER BUS LINES, INC, (CRL)

I¥YNWOOD: - CBL is eperating four routes te Hollywood Park for the 1987 racing season. Foute 1
serves Canoga Park, Reseda, Van Nuys and Sherman Oaks while Route ? serves Santa Monica, West-
wood, West Los Angeles, Beverly Hills. Route 3 serves Long Beach, Wilmington, San Pedro and
Gardena while Route | serves Fullerton, Ruena Park, Anaheim, Santa Ana and “eal Reach Leisure
World. One round trip daily is operated on all xase days and round trip fares are charged.

NOFWALK TEANSIT SYSTEM (NTS)

NOFWALK: NTS Line L,-BOISA CHICA STATE BEACH service is scheduled to begin on June 22nd. This
year two morning beach bound trips and two afternoon return trips will be operated. The "Surfer
Special" will depart the NTS Terminal in Norwalk Square at 900AM and return from the beach at
LLSFM. The "seniors and Family Trip" will depart from Norwalk Square at 10LSAM and return frem
Bolsa Chica at 300PM. The special service will be offered on weekdays only charging a reund
trip fare of $1.50 per person. 1In past years approximately six daily round trips were operated
and fifty cent one way fares were charged.

SUPPORT THE SCCIETY BY SENDING IN NEWS STCRIES FROM YOUF AREA FOF PUBLTCATION IN WT
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DASH/VENICE (DASH)

10S ANGEIES: The Los Angeles City Council approved £18,000 for a one month pilot project of
shuttle bus service in the Veniee beach area to help ease parking and congestion. Started on
May 25th and lasting at least thru June 28th is DASH/Veniece which operates on Saturday, Sunday
and Holidays between 900AM and 90OPM operating on a fifteen minute headway usually using one
bus. The line originates at City of Los Angeles Parking Lot #739 at Venice and Washington
Boulevards and travels west on North Veniee Boulevard and south on Speedway to South Venice
Boulevard (terminal at Venice Beach) returning eastward on South Veniee Roulevard to the park-
ine lot at Washington. People who park their autos in the lot ride the bus for free (parkine
is £3.00 per car per day) and all other riders are charred 25 cents. DASH has acquired five
additional Econoline 350/Champion three axle vehicles and 17 and /8 appear to be assicned to
the Venice operation. The new buses are Lli throush L8.

DASH/WES TWOOD (DASH)

LOS ANNELES: DASH/Westwood recently modified its route althoush service continues to be pro-
vided approximately every eight mimutes on Friday between 630PM and 130AM and on Saturday from
11008M until 130AM. Reginning at the Federal PRuildine parkine lot on Veteran Avenue at Ashton
the line operates via parking lot roadways, Veteran, Weyburn, Westwood, Wilshire and Veteran
to the Federal Building. Three DASH vehicles are assigned to this operation.

ATFPORTCOACH (APTC)

LONG BEACH: The APTC's LOS ANGEIFES ATRPORT-SAN BERNAFDINO~PAIM SPRINNMS route has been and con-
tinues to operate four daily round trips (WT 1i/87 incorrectly stated this service alone with
the LAY~SAN DIENO route had been suspended for reasons unknown although the SAN DIEGO is still
not operating). The PAIM SPRINGS route is now also serving Riverside at the Holiday Inn and
the stops in Palm Springs are now the Hilton Rivera and the International Hotel.

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMTISSION (PUC)

SAN FRANCISCO: Listed below are recent decisions of or applications before the Commission:

Transit Management Services Inc dba SACFAMENTO CHARTER RIISES granted a passenger stace home to
work certificate between points in Sacramento et al and San Francisco.

W. D. Thomas dba FOSTERS TRANSPORTATION SERVICE has applied to transfer its psc and assets to
FOSTEF TEANSPORTATION SEEVICE, INC. and latter to extend service area to Santa Maria.

M. F. Sims (STMS EXECUTIVE AIFPORT SHUTTLE) has been authorized to transfer its psc to FLINHT
LINE ATRPORT SHUTTLE INC. and to increase fares by #2 between LAY and Los Angeles.

D. Carson et al have been avnthorized to reacquire control of COMMITEF RIS LINES, TNC. from T. R.
¥irkman thru acquisition of outstanding stock.

GREAT AMERICAN STAGE LINE, TNC. has been authorized to extend serviece between Carpenteria and
LAY. GASL shall not use as a bus stop in Thousand Oaks anv location which is closer than 150
feet to any residence.

Metro Paratransit Co Inc dba CELEBRRITY ATRPORT LIVEFY has filed against Mitchell Rouse (SUPER-
SHUTTLE OF LOS ANGEIES, INC a/k/a SUPEESHUTTLE INTL, TNC.) that defendant immediately cease and
desist from soliciting passengers thru use of unethical techniques and from illecal and discrim-
inatory use of TTS ticket booth preventine complainant from being properlv represented. (Ed. Vote-
this is at least the third time since SS beran operatine that it has been involved in PUC cases
concerning operating outside its certificate (WT 5/86, 6/86, 9/86).
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SOUTHERN

ORANGE COUNTY TRANSIT DISTRICT (OCTD)

SANTA ANA: The summer Shake Up took effect on June llith and included two new lines and rein-
statement of Line 93-ALICIA PARKWAY-MISSION VIEJO. New this summer are 78A-LANTNA HTLIS-WIID
WILD RIVERS WATER PARK-SOUTH COAST PLAZA operatimg as a branch of 78-HUNTINATON ‘ENTER-LAGUNA
HILIS. 78A operates three midday round trips seven davs a week over a routing of Lapuna Hills
Transportation Center via Paseo de Valencia, E1 Toro Road, Moulton Parkway, into and thru Wild
Rivers, Moulton/Irvine Center Drive, Yale, West Yale Loop, Alton, Culver, Michelson, Von “ar-
man, Alton, Red Hill, MacArthur, Flower and Sunflower to Bear (South Coast Plaza). One bus is
needed for this line and the first dav bus was 1126 on BR 1. The second new line is 852-SANTA
ANA-TRVINE SPECTRUM-LARNUNA HILIS which operates two morning southbound and two afternoon north-
bound peak hour trips. This service is being partially financed by The Trvine Company which
owns the Irvime Spectrum, an industrial park near the junction of the Santa Ana and fan Tierco
Freeways. The route becins at MeFadden and Newhope via McFadden, Flower, Santa Ana Rlvd, Gth,
Mortimer St., Santa Ana Blvd, Santa 2na Freeway, Alton Parkway, Toledo, Noodyvear, Jeronimo,
Bake Parkway, Roekfield, El1 Toro, Paseo de Valencia and Calle de la Louisa to the Lapuna Hills
Transportation Center. First day buses were BR 11-1j017 and BR 12-1018. Line 93-ALICTA PARK-
WAY-MISSION VIEJO operates between Laguna Hills Transportation Center and Lake Mission Viejo
via Paseo de Valencia, Alicia Parkway, Trabuco, Marguerite, Olympiad Poad returning Alicia,
Marguerite, Trabuco, Alicia, Paseo de Valencia to IHTC. CService operates hourly between 8 M
and 6 PM on weekdays and between 9 AM and S5PM on Saturday. The first day bus was I'505. All
of these lines are based at Divisjon 7 in Irvine. Other chaneges include increasing headwavs
from 90" to L5" minutely om L)-FULLERTON-DISNEYLAND VIA BALL ROAD durine the dav and 90 minute
evening headway to 1200 midnight, reroutinz all service from Greenville to Fairview between
Warner and Sunflower on 55-RATITT-GREENVILLE and operatine a 35 minute headway end to end on
weekdays on 65-SANTA ANA-TRVINE-RALROA., 161-TRASX-NEWLAND was suspended for the summer. The
Laguna Hills Transportation Center opened for business on the site of the former 0O0TD Park And
Ride Lot just seuth of the Laguna Hills Mall. The Center has twelve docks for buses, a 150
ear parking lot for park and ride ecustomers, a covered pedestrian walkway with informational
signing, benches and restrooms. This facility replaces an on street terminal in front of the

Laguna Hills Mall.

A new logo and a new paint sckeme are now in OCTD's future. This is the first chanre in design
sinee the start of District operations in August 1972. The paint scheme will feature a basic
white vehiele with a three eolor stripe - oranse over magenta over tiel esreen and ecrav below

the rub rail. About 100 RTS buses and 50 Dial A Ride vans will receive the new colors this year
with all vehieles to be painted over about two vears. 75 new !0 foot buses, to be purchased
later this year, will be the first new buses to sport the colors. Discussions about the new
celors were rather subdued in direct econtrast to the diseussions ever the chanee in the loro.

It teok the Roard two votes over a two week period with much publicity to replace the present
logo whieh features an oval with a thiek erange band on top and a yellow band on the bottom with
the letters "OCTD" in the center in light blue. The new logo is also an oval with green some-
what futurisitc letters om a white background and two thick orange bands serarated bv a thin
white stripe across the bettom.

BENICIA BAY CONNECTION (PBRC)

RENICIA: Beginning February lst BBC inereased weekdav peak hour headwavs to approximatelv
every 35 minutes (using a second bus) on the service between Benicia, Concord, Sun Vallev Shop-
ping Center and BART/Pleasant Hill Station. Midday headwavs on about 90-100 minutes remain as
before as does the Saturday headway of 90 minutely. Weekday service hours are 600AM-830PM
while Saturday kours are 8145AM-6L5PM. COMMUNITY TRANSIT SEFVICES, TNC. of Santa Ana is now
operating this service under contract. Previously, RENICTA-VALLFJD STARE LTNES was the con-
tract operator.

MOTOR BUS SOCIETY FALL MEETING WILL BE HELD IN SAN FRANCISCO ON SEPTEMBEP 25,26,27,1987 AT HOLT-
DAY INN-FINANCIAL DISTRICT (XEARNY & WASHINGTON). CALL HOTEL AT 1-h15-L33-6600 (RESFRVATTIONS
DEPT) INDICATING YOU ARE CALLING FOR ROOM WITH ACTION BIIS, INC., GROUP,

LCS ANGEI

Maaaa
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SOUTHERN CALIFOENTA RAPID TRANSIT DISTRICT (RTD)

LOS ANGELES: The ETD Roard recently approved a contract with Transportation Manufacturing
Corporation of Roswell, New Mexico coverine procurement of 30 methanol and 267 diesel buses,
expected to be Advance Design model T80206), twenty five air starters and accessories and
spare parts for a cost in excess of #L46 million. The bid also includes a long term option
for additional buses at the election of the District. Thirty of the 267 buses were included
in a option. This purchase is funded in part under UMTA federal grants.

Presently arriving are the first of 90 new lone distance suburban style buses, Model ANLLOA
manufactured by Neoplan USA of Lamar, Colorado. Numbered 1170-1189 these buses are single
door, wheelchair lift equipped, with high back padded seats, overhead luggage racks, individ-
ual reading lights, air conditioning, new larger electronic destination siens. The fleet cost
£17.2 million including spare parts and sales tax. The buses will be financed throursh the
sale of $1);.2 million worth of equipment trust certificates and the balance in district funds.
The certificates will be redeemed over ten vears with sales tax funds. This is the first time
since the early 1970s that RTD has used local funds to purchase new buses rather than rely on
federal grants to subsidize eighty per cent of the purchase. These buses are distinguished by
dual sets of rear wheels for more even weight distribution. They have 670? diesel engines and
V-731 transmissions. Tt is understood that likely assignments for the 1100s include 1LO-LONG
BEACH-RIVERSIDE, L56-LONG 3EACH FREEWAY EXPRESS and 196-L0S ANGELES-SAN RFPNARNTNO in addition
to lines in the West San Fernando Valley and the San Gabriel Valley.

Late in April the RTD Roard adopted a two branch Metro Rail project serving the Westside and
the San Fernando Valley via Hollywood. The northern branch would travel in subwav along Wil-
shire, elevated along Vermont and Sunset to about Vine Street, then in a subway to North Hol-
lywood at about Chandler and Lankershim Roulevards. The western branch was expected to travel
in some type of combination elevated and subway along Wilshire to Fairfax, but because of new
federal legislation authored to prohibit tunneling in sections of the Wilshire Corridor be-
cause of methane gas pockets the Roard has revived alternate plans for a westbound route that
would run west on Pico turning north on San Vicente and terminatine near Wilshire. Presentlv
Metro Rail has received federal fundine for that section between the 'Inion Station and Mac Ar-
thur Park. The complete project would not be completed until almost the vear 2000.

POSSIBLE REORGANIZATION OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY TRANSPORTATTION AGENCTES

10S ANGEIES: There are still two bills in the legislature (Senate Rill 2, Robhins, N-Van Muys)
and Assembly Bill 18, Katz, D-Sepulveda) to abolish SCRTD and have a reconstituted LOS ANGELES
COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION assume operation. ¥atz has now asreed to several chaneces in
his bill which would rename the new agency the LOS ANGELES TPANSPORTATION ATTTHORT™ and would
preserve the long range planning function of the Southern California Association of fovermments.
Althouzh local political officials want more time to implement the new agency the authors are
considering action for a faster transition and action to prevent a lame-duck PTD Roard from
signing major contracts or committing larze sums of money for projects. Roth bills call for
the board running the super agency to be composed of elected officials rather than alternates
and both authors envision operating agencies overseeing three major areas of transportation
policy - bus and transit operation, construction of Metro Rail and Licht Rail projects and lone
range planning.

GREATER WATTS TRANSIT (GWT)

LOS ANGEIES: GWT is a new demand response transportation system for seniors age 65 and over
and for those over the age of 16 who are also physically handicapped usine a fleet ofautos and
1ift equipped Ford Econoline/Escort I vans and operatine on weekdavs except holidavs between
700AM and 500PM. The service is funded by the City of Los Angeles Nepartment of Transportation
and operated by the Watts Labor Community Action Committce. Fares are 50 cents for all riders.
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