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Transit Center 

During the first few years of COVID-19, job access by 
public transit for LA County residents fluctuated as LA 
Metro responded to operational challenges-including 
a major bus operator shortfall-by reducing scheduled 
service and canceling trips in large numbers. 

LA Metro has stabilized its workforce, in part by raising 
operators' wages. As a result, since mid-2022, ... 

... LA County residents 
have had slightly 
higher access by 
transit than they did 
before the pandemic. 

Compared to the average, access by transit has 
improved more, and is higher, for people of color and 

access to opportunity by transit for those with the 
greatest mobility need. 

oeoooooo 

Jobs accessible in 60 minutes by 
public transit for LA County residents 

* Chart Insight 

Access to jobs via transit in LA County has increased for some 
groups of people who tend to ride public transit more-including 
Black and Brown people, and people with low incomes. 
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Access data from TransitCenter based on transit schedules for weekday mornings 



Change in jobs accessible in 60 minutes 
by public transit for LA region residents, 
Feb. 2020-March 2024 
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Access data from TransitCenter, transit schedules for weekday mornings 
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Transit Center 

The LA transportation 
system provides less 
access to people with 
less travel flexibility. 

Commute patterns have changed since COVID-19, 
and many people with 9-5 jobs now work remotely. 
However, access to jobs by transit is still substantially 
better for people traveling during the morning peak 
than for second- and third-shift workers, most of 
whom continue to work in person. 

LA Metro and other regional transit agencies should 
add trips to midday, evening, and weekend periods­
by shifting trips from rush hour periods or better yet, 
adding new service-to align better with post­
pandemic travel patterns. 

Jobs accessible in 60 minutes by 
public transit for LA County residents 

* Chart Insight 

Access for weekday morning riders is 50% higher 
than for weekday evening riders, and 20% higher 
than for Saturday morning riders. 
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Access data from TransitCenter based on transit schedules for March 2024 



TranlitCenter I 

.The average resident .of LA C.ounty can 
drive to about 15 times more potential jobs 
in .60 minutes on a weekday morning .than 
if taking transit. During off-peak travel, 
drivers can reach almost 30 times 
more than transit riders. 
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Transit Center 

At $72 for unlimited rides on LA Metro for a month, public 
transit is much more affordable than owning and driving a 
car, which typically costs more than $1,000 per month. 

Over the past few years, LA Metro has expanded its reduced 
fare program and introduced fare capping, making trips even 
more affordable. From a cost perspective, public transit is 
much more accessible than driving. 

But public transit 
provides dramatically 
lower access than 
driving: LA County 
drivers can reach 15-30 
times more jobs in an 
hour than transit riders. 

Jobs accessible in 60 minutes by public 
transit vs. driving for LA County residents 

* Chart Insight 

LA County residents can drive to 15 times more potential jobs 
in 60 minutes on weekdays morning than by taking transit. 

On weekday evenings when transit runs less often and traffic 
calms down, drivers can reach almost 30 times more jobs 
than transit riders. 

Chart Key ■ Transit 

■ Car 

6M 

SM 
4.53M 

Ill 
Q,J 
.µ 
:, 
C 4M 
E 

0 
-0 
C ·-a, 3M 

..c 
Ill 
Ill 
Q,J 
u u 
C 
Ill 2M 

..c 
0 -, 

lM 

299K 
194K 

5.70M 

Weekday AM Weekday evening 

Access data from TransitCenter based on transit schedules for March 2024 
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41) Metro 

20 W.8twood•--•➔Mlh 
Santa Monie•---• &Me ..., 

"The buses only run every hour. lf you 
miss the bus, you have to wait another 
whole hour to catch it. And the buses 
during rush hour can be crowded. 
People are packed in like sardines. I 
wish they had more frequent service. 

We need the bus system. We don't have 
the option to drive. Insurance is too 
expensive. Owning a car isn't doable, 
it's just too much for people to afford." 

Marth~ 
Lo.s An eJes bus .rid.er 
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T • d • . • h . .rans1t vs. . r1v1ng tim.e to .t .ree .nee.rest 
supermarkets for LA region residents 

* Map Insight 
Even where transit ls the most competitive-along rail Jines 
and In neighborhoods next to supermarkets-trips are 
between 2-5 times slower by public transit than by car. 

Map Key ■ Location of 3 supermarkets 
■ Transit 1-2x slower than car 
■ Transit 2-Sx slower than car 
■ Transit S-10x slower than car 
■ Transit more than 10x slower than car 
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Access data from TransitCenter based on transit schedules for Saturday mornings, March 2024 
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About this analysis 

The access to opportunity data used in this analysis comes from 
TransitCenter's Transportation Equity Dashboard (TED). Data are 
based on changes to transit agency schedules and fare policy, where 
people live (data from 2017-2021 American Community Survey), 
where jobs are (data from 2021 LEHD), and where other essential 
places are (based on open-source geospatial data). 

Because the TED access to opportunity data is based on transit 
schedules, it does not factor in reliability issues or on-time performance. 
Time periods are: weekday mornings from 7-9am: weekday evenings 
from 9-llpm; and Saturday mornings from 10-12am. The "region" 
described in this analysis is the Census-defined urbanized area. 

Visit 

To explore more access to opportunity data, visit the Transportation 
Equity Dashboard at www.dashboard.transitcenter.org. For more 
information on the methods used to generate the access to opportunity 
data, visit the TED About page. 

TransitCenter 

1 Whitehall Street, 17th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 

@ www.TransitCenter.org 

X @tra nsitcenter 

f Facebook.com/transitctr 

TransitCenter 

TransitCenter is a foundation that works to secure a more just and 
sustainable future with abundant public transportation options. We 
recognize that our current transportation system is contributing to 
climate change, that transit systems poorly serve many of their riders, 
and that access to opportunity in the U.S. is deeply inequitable because 
of unjust, historical barriers based on race, gender, culture, and identity. 

We believe that targeted research and effective grassroots advocacy 
can persuade leaders to make better choices that center both climate 
and justice outcomes in transportation. We make grants, conduct 
research, and coordinate a national network of local advocates to build 
a successful movement pushing for bold shifts in transportation 
funding and strategy. 

For more information, please visit www.TransitCenter.org. 
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