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Transit Center 

In the City of 
Philadelphia, people 
who ride public 
transit most often also 
have the best access 
to opportunities by 
public transit. 

For example, 23% of Black Philadelphians commute 
by public transit, and they can reach 525,000 potential 
jobs on transit within an hour. By comparison, 16% 
of workers citywide commute by public transit, and 
they can reach about 480,000 jobs by public transit. 

Commuting and jobs accessible 
in 60 minutes by public transit, 
Philadelphia residents 

* Chart Insight 

In Philadelphia, Black people, people with low incomes, 
and people without cars are most likely to commute 
by public transit. Their level of access by public transit 
is substantially higher than the average Philadelphian. 

Chart Key ■ Public transit commuters 

■ Jobs accessible by public transit 
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Access data from TransitCenter based on transit schedules for weekday mornings, 
March 2024; Transit commuter data from 2022 American Community Survey 
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Transit Center 

However, Philadelphia's 
transportation system 
grants better access 
to people with greater 
economic means and 
more flexibility for travel. 

Workers with 9-5 jobs have better transit job access, even 
though they are less likely to commute to in-person work 
than a third-shift worker. 

Someone who can only spend a few dollars on fares 
is priced out of Regional Rail trips to the suburbs and 
interagency transfers. They have less access by transit 
than others, and they likely cannot afford to drive or call 
an Uber either. 

Jobs accessible in 60 minutes 
for Philadelphia residents 

* Chart Insight 

In Philadelphia, a public transit rider can reach 20% more potential 
Jobs on weekday mornings than on weekday evenings, and 10% more 
paying any fare than if they spent less than $4 per trip. Drivers can 
access five times more jobs in 60 minutes than transit riders. 

Chart Key ■ Driving, weekday AM Chart Key ■ Weekday AM, all trips 
■ Transit, weekday AM -Weekday AM, trips <$4 -

■ Saturday AM, a II trips -Weekday evening, all trips -
■ Saturday AM, trips <$4 -Weekday evening, trips <$4 -
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Access data from TransitCenter based on transit schedules for March 2024 
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Jobs accesslble ln 60 minutes .by public 
transit for Philadelphia region residents 

* Map Insight 
Access by public transit is substantially higher in neighborhoods near 
train routes than in neighborhoods that are only served by the bus. 

Map Key ■ 750Kjobs or more -- Philadelphia border 
■ 600K to 750K 
■ 4SOK to 600K 
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Access data from TransitCenter based on transit schedules for weekday mornings, March 2024 
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TransitCenter I 

"My morning commute starts 
30 minutes early because 
SEPTA is unreliable. The 
variance is huge and 
worsening with staff 
shortages. I recently 
waited an hour and 
was late to work." 

Alex 
Philadelphia bus rider 
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Chelten 65 Gomuintown-

"I'm impacted by the lack of 
bus drivers and detours from 
the regular route which both 
delay the bus, to the point of 
other buses becoming 
overcrowded." 

Jerrett 
Philadelphia bus rider 
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Transit time to essential places for Philadelphia 
residents vs. SEPTA trip cancellations 

* Chart Insight 

Over the past year, SEPTA canceled 5-15% of its city trolley service 
and 5-10% of its bus service. Cancellations occur more often than 
before COVID-19 or on Regional Rail. 

Chart Key - Transit time to hospital - Canceled bus trips 
- Transit time to 3 supermarkets - Canceled city trolley trips 

- Canceled regional rail trips 
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Access data from TransitCenter based on transit schedules for weekday mornings and evenings. 
Trip cancellation data from SEPTA. Due to missing dates, cancellation data not included for subway or high-speed rail. 
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TransitCenter I 

Over the past two years, 
Philadelphia transit riders 
have experienced little 
change in what they can 
access by public transit 
while reliability has 
worsened. 

0 



Cha.nge ln jo.bs .accesslble ln .60 mln.utes 
by p.ubli.c transit for Philad.elphla region 
residents, March .202.2-24 

Map Key ■ 100% or more Jobs 
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Access data from TransitCenter based on transit schedules for weekday mornings 
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About this analysis 

The access to opportunity data used in this analysis comes from 
TransitCenter's Transportation Equity Dashboard (TED). Data are 
based on changes to transit agency schedules and fare policy, where 
people live (data from 2017-2021 American Community Survey), 
where jobs are (data from 2021 LEHD), and where other essential 
places are (based on open-source geospatial data). 

Because the TED access to opportunity data is based on transit 
schedules, it does not factor in reliability issues or on-time performance. 
Time periods are: weekday mornings from 7-9am: weekday evenings 
from 9-llpm; and Saturday mornings from 10-12am. The "region" 
described in this analysis is the Census-defined urbanized area. 

Visit 

To explore more access to opportunity data, visit the Transportation 
Equity Dashboard at www.dashboard.transitcenter.org. For more 
information on the methods used to generate the access to opportunity 
data, visit the TED About page. 

TransitCenter 

1 Whitehall Street, 17th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 

@ www.TransitCenter.org 

X @transitcenter 

f Facebook.com/transitctr 

TransitCenter 

TransitCenter is a foundation that works to secure a more just and 
sustainable future with abundant public transportation options. We 
recognize that our current transportation system is contributing to 
climate change, that transit systems poorly serve many of their riders, 
and that access to opportunity in the U.S. is deeply inequitable because 
of unjust, historical barriers based on race, gender, culture, and identity. 

We believe that targeted research and effective grassroots advocacy 
can persuade leaders to make better choices that center both climate 
and justice outcomes in transportation. We make grants, conduct 
research, and coordinate a national network of local advocates to build 
a successful movement pushing for bold shifts in transportation 
funding and strategy. 

For more information, please visit www.TransitCenter.org. 
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