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Mayor Riordan names Sharon Morris Deputy Mayor
as Rae James is named MTA Exe~utive Officer for External Affairs

Los Angeles -Mayor Richard J. Riordan today announced that Deputy Mayor Rae James has
accepted the position of Executive Officer for External Affairs at the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (MT A). James will assume her new duties on January 8, 1996.

In making today's announcement, Mayor Riordan also announced that he has promoted
Sharon Morris from within his administration to fill Jam~s' po:>ition. Morris is a Board of
Public Works Commissioner. A native Angeleno, Morris earned her M.A. in Urban
Planning from UCLA and her B.A. from California State University, Los Angeles. Her
appointment is effective January 2.

James has served the Riordan Administration since the Mayor took office in July of 1993.
She has been responsible for overseeing the Housing, Planning, Transportation,
Redevelopment, Conununity Development~ Building and Safety and Environmental Affairs
departments. She has also served as the mayor'~ liaison to the MTA and the Housing
Authoriry'.

James has more than 20 years' experience in the areas of financial analysis and public policy
research and implementation. She has served the City of Los Angeles for 12 years. In
addition to the mayor's office, she worked tor the Community Redevelopment Agel1cy and
the Chief Legislative Analyst's office.

In her new role at the MT A, James will manage a 520 million budget and more than 200 statf
members. She will be responsible for overseeing the media relations, customer relations,
public relations and marketing departments. With over 1 million daily bus and subway
riders, the transportation agency is the third largest public transportation network in the
country.

Mayor Riordan trumpeted James' contributions to his administration and to the city. "As U

key member of my senior staff, Rae has been a kt:en advisor in the areas of housing,
transportation and redevelopment. She created the widely haiied national model known as
Los Angeles Neighborho<Jd Initiative, an i.nnovative street level program which unites
residents and business people in the redesign of their community. The mayor also
congratulated the MTA for seeking James' ex.pertise. "The decision to recruit Rae was a
good one. Her skiils and talents ",,'illbe a tremendous asset to the MT A, but most especiaHy,
to our region's public transport..<ttion dependent riders."
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IIIdescribing his new deputy mayor, the Mayor praised h~r extensive background in bolh the
public and private sectors, "I'm delighted to welcome Sharon to my staff. Her breadth of
experience in strategic planning, policy making and program development will be an asset
to my team," said Mayor Riordan. ~I know the city will continue to benefit from her
expertise in housing, environmental affairs and community building."

As a commissioner of the Board of Public \VorIes.Morris currently oversees the various
bureaus that maintain the City~sinfrastrocttlTe system. including Sanitation, Street Lighting.
Street Maintenance, and Engineering. She has served as the Director of Intergovernmental
Affairs for the South Coast Air Quality Management District, and has held a number of
public affairs, legislative and community relations posts with Southern Califomla Gas
Company.

At the federal level she worked in the Department of Housing and Urban Development, and
has worked as a legislative analyst for the City's Chief Legislative Analyst.

"Today's announcements are a natural progression in an aggressive, entrepreneurial
administratio~" Riordan said.




