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First Train Car Tested on New Metro Gold Line Eastside Light Rail Line
Under Construction

e Nearly 46 years since the last trolley ran on First Street

The first light rail car to run the full length of the six-mile Metro Gold Line Eastside
Extension alignment -- another major milestone leading up to the opening this
summer -- left Union Station this morning heading east toward the line’s terminus
at Atlantic Boulevard and Pomona Street.

The Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, which will feature eight stations (two
underground), will span six miles from Union Station in downtown Los Angeles via
the Arts District/Little Tokyo and Boyle Heights to Atlantic/Pomona Boulevards in
East Los Angeles.

The trip was part of a clearance test in which the train car was towed, rather than

self-powered, at approximately 5 m.p.h. so that it could easily stop on short notice. The test was done to verify prop
clearance between the rail car and surrounding equipment and facilities, including 1.8-mile-long twin tunnels under
Boyle Heights. On platforms, clearance was carefully measured where doors will open at eight stations -- two of ther
underground -- along the route. Towing was done by a small truck on rails.

The test was not open to the public because of safety concerns. The
Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension has posted an exemplary safety Editors: B-Roll available. Click on images below to
record: more than 3.7 million construction working hours without a download print-sized images or call 213.922.3087 or
single lost-time injury -- a record unparalleled by any major public 213.922.2703.

works project in the country. The project is also under budget and
projected for early completion.

The $898 million Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension will bring jobs
and opportunities to East Los Angeles, as well as create another
critical link in L.A. County's growing transportation system. It will
serve one of the most densely populated and heavily transit
dependent areas in Los Angeles County.

The last streetcar ran on First Street just after midnight on March 31,
1963.
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