OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

JUNE 19, 2002

SUBJECT:
HOLLYWOOD BOWL PARK-AND-RIDE SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND THE LOS ANGELES PHILHARMONIC ASSOCIATION

ACTION:
APPROVE HOLLYWOOD BOWL PARK-AND-RIDE SERVICE AGREEMENT FOR THE 2002 SEASON 
RECOMMENDATION
Approve the 2002 Hollywood Bowl Park-and-Ride service agreement with the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works and the Los Angeles Philharmonic Association (Attachment A).

ISSUE

This service agreement is presented to the Board annually for adoption and includes the period from June through September of each year.  Under contract, the MTA provides Hollywood Bowl Park-and-Ride service from Sherman Oaks (Line 651), Chatsworth (Line 653) and Torrance (Line 657).  MTA costs for operating this service is reimbursed by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works and the Los Angeles Philharmonic Association.  The MTA and its predecessor agency have provided this service annually since 1974.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS

The service is provided by the MTA, in partnership with the County of Los Angeles, as part of a comprehensive Hollywood Bowl Park-and-Ride Program.  Every year the MTA and the County contribute money to fund special Park-and-Ride service to the Hollywood Bowl for the summer season.    

The MTA is one of six operators that provide public bus transportation to the Hollywood Bowl summer performances from fifteen locations throughout Los Angeles County.  The Hollywood Bowl season extends from June through September of each year and is both culturally and recreationally beneficial to county residents and visitors.  By providing an alternate mode of transportation to the Hollywood Bowl summer performances, this on-going program is consistent with MTA policies to reduce traffic congestion and promote the use of public transit.  

OPTIONS

The MTA may elect not to provide any Hollywood Bowl Park-and-Ride service.  This is not recommended since public transportation to the Hollywood Bowl summer performances is beneficial to the citizens of Los Angeles County as it provides access to a significant cultural and recreational venue.  The Hollywood Bowl Park-and-Ride Program also contributes to the reduction of traffic congestion along certain corridors as well as in the vicinity of the Hollywood Bowl.      

FINANCIAL IMPACT

The MTA provides up to $522,000 of Proposition A local incentive funds annually towards the entire Hollywood Bowl Park-and-Ride Program.  The County is responsible for paying anything above that amount.  MTA receives approximately $400,000 of the money back through fare revenues and reimbursement for park-and-ride services we provide.  The remainder of the money is paid to the other operators.  Net cost of the program to MTA is approximately $122,000.

BACKGROUND

Each year the MTA enters into a service agreement with the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works and the Los Angeles Philharmonic Association to provide Hollywood Bowl Park-and-Ride service from three locations (Line 651-Sherman Oaks, Line 653-Encino, Line 657-Torrance).  The service agreement extends from June through September of each year.  MTA costs for the service provided are fully reimbursed by the County Department of Public Works and the Los Angeles Philharmonic Association.  

The County Department of Public Works pays for each one-way bus, less actual cash fare received and retained by MTA.  In addition, the Los Angeles Philharmonic Association pre-sells fare tickets through the box office for MTA Park-and-Ride services.  The Los Angeles Philharmonic Association then pays MTA the total amount collected from these advance sale tickets.  The MTA has been asked to continue providing this service generally under the same terms and conditions as last year’s contract.  The MTA and its predecessor agency have provided this service annually since 1974.

NEXT STEPS

Upon approval of this service agreement, MTA staff will implement Hollywood Bowl Park-and-Ride service for the new 2002 season.  MTA will bill the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works and the Los Angeles Philharmonic Association monthly for the service.

ATTACHMENTS

A:  Copy of Contract

Prepared By:   Roderick T. Goldman, Deputy Executive Officer, Service Development






Martha Butler, Transportation Planning Manager


John B. Catoe, Jr.

Deputy Chief Executive Officer 


Roger Snoble

Chief Executive Officer

