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(D-TORRANCE)

SUBJECT:
AIRPORT PLANNING

STATUS:
PENDING HEARING IN SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

ACTION:
NEUTRAL

RECOMMENDATION

Staff is returning AB 2333 to the Board as the bill was amended on May 16, 2002 and subsequently, amended  again on June 6, 2002.  Staff recommends that the MTA Board of Directors adopt a neutral position on AB 2333 as amended.

PROVISIONS

In its previous form, AB 2333 would:

· Require Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) to review airport plans for conformity to the aviation element of its Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).

· Require Caltrans to give priority to counties in compliance with the aviation element of the RTP when allocating Interregional Transportation Improvement Program (ITIP) funds.  

As amended AB 2333 would:

· Delete the granting of a priority in ITIP funding based on compliance with the aviation element of the RTP.

· Require SCAG to provide for a fair share distribution of the burdens and benefits of commercial aviation as a guiding policy in the aviation program of the RTP.

· Require that principles of environmental justice are followed in the development of the aviation element.  

· Require SCAG to review master plans and airport layout plans for each airport to determine the county’s compliance with the RTP.

IMPACT ANALYSIS

When AB 2333 was originally presented to the Board in May, the bill included language that would have tied the allocation of ITIP to decisions relating to airport planning.  In so doing, funds for transportation projects in the region could have been restricted by decisions unrelated to those projects.

As amended, AB 2333 has no reference to ITIP funds or other transportation funds.  Rather, 

AB 2333 seeks to require that the benefits and burdens of commercial aviation airports are fairly distributed among urban counties and require that principles of environmental justice are utilized in airport planning.  

The previous and current versions of AB 2333 still require SCAG to review all airport master plans to determine compliance with its RTP.  Staff recognizes that this provision is of concern to the City of Los Angeles, as it would grant authority to SCAG to approve airport plans.  Although unrelated to the roles and responsibilities of the MTA, the granting of such authority could set a precedent for future expansion of SCAG’s authority.  

During the debate in the Assembly Transportation Committee, members from Orange County expressed their understanding that the bill was a “work-in-progress” and expect the bill to be amended as it proceeds.  Additionally, the author agreed to return the bill to the Assembly Transportation Committee prior to its return to the Assembly Floor for concurrence.

The City of El Segundo sponsors AB 2333.  The City of Los Angeles, League of California Cities Orange County Division, and several cities in Orange County oppose the bill.

Staff recognizes the concern regarding the potential precedent set by AB 2333.  Staff would recommend that the Board remain neutral on the bill but monitor the proceeding of the measure.  If the bill continues to move through the legislative process and is amended in the future, staff would suggest that the Board consider an alternative position at that time. 
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