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RECOMMENDATION

MTA staff recommends that the Board of Directors adopt an oppose position on SB 18 as amended on May 30 2002.

ISSUE

Prior to its amendment on May 30, 2002 SB 18 would:

· Requires a study of the membership and governance structure of the MTA and an examination of whether users of MTA services and facilities should be added to the Board.  The study would be conducted by an as yet unspecified agency.  

· State that transit agencies should adopt a Transit Users Bill of Rights and outline the elements that agencies could include in the Bill of Rights. Further state that public transit is civil rights issue.

As amended SB 18 retained the above language and adds a section that would:

· Requires that one of the City of Los Angeles seats on the MTA Board of Directors be designated to the City of San Fernando Valley should the San Fernando Valley secede and the population of the city of Los Angeles fall below 35%. 

IMPACT ANALYSIS

Under current law one of the public member seats currently held by the City of Los Angeles would be designated for the City Selection Committee should the population of the City of Los Angeles fall below 35% of the total population of all the cities in the county.   

Historically, the MTA Board has opposed efforts to legislate an alternative structure for the Board.  In 1997, the MTA Board was the subject of numerous attempts to modify its structure.  In response, the Board adopted principles in an effort to reach a consensus.  These principles 

resulted in a local consensus that the current 13-member configuration was the most appropriate model.  The Board has also stressed that issues related to MTA Board composition should not be mandated from Sacramento but rather, should be agreed to by transportation interests in the County.

As amended, SB 18 would attempt to restructure the MTA Board by designating one seat for the San Fernando Valley should it secede.  Since the issue of secession has not been decided staff suggests that designating a seat for the San Fernando Valley is premature.  If the population of the City of Los Angeles were to change for any number of factors, the existing statutes provide the ability to address Board structure.  The current mechanism related to the proportional population of the cities is an appropriate venue for deciding the allocation of Board seats should the Valley secede.  The amendment also does not take into account the possibility of Hollywood and Harbor secession efforts.

A side effect is also created by the May 30 amendment.  Under this amendment the San Fernando Valley would automatically gain a seat upon secession.  Additionally, the San Fernando Valley could become a member of the City Selection Committee and vote on one of the corridor seats.  Under the proportional voting used by the City Selection Committee, the San Fernando Valley would be the largest voting block and could obtain another seat on the Board.

As SB 18 attempts to mandate a Board structure and that structure is not the result of a locally derived consensus, staff recommends that the MTA Board oppose SB 18.
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