ATTACHMENT C

ATTACHMENT C


Regional Comments on LACMTA TEA-21 Reauthorization General Principles
	Comments Received
	Recommendations

	Formula versus Earmark - Increase in earmarks = decrease in formula money (Pg. 2 of General Principles).

Comments submitted during 2nd round:

Project list submitted

I-5 HOV Lanes between Route 134 and Route 170

I-5 Interchanges from Orange County Line to Rosemead Blvd. (Route19)

Routes 57/60 Interchange Reconfiguration Construction

HOV Connectors I-5/I-405 partial connector from southbound to northbound 

Additionally Route 71 widening/upgrade to freeway is shown in MTA's baseline element of the Long Range Plan but will need significant additional funding.

Crenshaw Corridor to the list.

Metro Green Line extension to LAX (????)  We say in the Long Range Plan that it is assumes non-MTA funding.

	Bullet added to ensure that high priority earmarks do not reduce the amount of formula funds returned to State.

Projects added to Attachment D TEA-21 Reauthorization Project List.

	Comments submitted during 2nd round:

Project submitted – Remote Flyaway and Baggage Check-In for the Los Angeles World Airports
	Projects added to Attachment D TEA-21 Reauthorization Project List.

	Comments submitted during 2nd round:

Support Municipal Transit Operators Coalition (MTOC) Bus and Bus Facilities project requests.
	Request included by reference in Attachment D TEA-21 Reauthorization Project List.

	Comments submitted during 2nd round:

Support Long Beach transit’s Electric Bus and Bus Stops project and expansion proposals.


	Request included by reference in Attachment D TEA-21 Reauthorization Project List.

	Support extension of 4.5 cent federal gas tax

(Pg. 2 of General Principles).
	Concept included in General Principles

	Continuing the Bikeway program should be stated as a principle 

(Pg. 9 of General Principles).
	Bikeway program now appears in General Principles.

	Highway Programs Principles 

Remove the last part of the first bullet that requests only maintaining federal highway discretionary programs currently in statute.? Or, if this is an effort to reduce federal discretionary projects across the board, include the same language in the transit section (Pg. 7 of General Principles). 

I have some concern with the sixth bullet on increasing the flexibility for using CMAQ funds, particularly eliminating the current 3-year limit for operating costs.? I will look into this further and call you to discuss (Pg. 7 of General Principles). 

Change the seventh bullet to read, "Emphasize the need to enhance and expand the existing highway system ..."  (Pg. 7 of General Principles).

Transit Programs 

I question the need for the eighth bullet.  I would think that bus rapid transit would fit within the new starts program.  Perhaps the new starts programs need to be clarified to include all high capacity transit, including rail and BRT (Pg. 4 of General Principles). 


	Maintain language since highway statutes currently have extensive discretionary programs not based on needs analysis.  Transit mode principles do indicate preserving current funding split.

Maintain current language since proposals would only allow consideration.  Current proposal does not direct the usage of the funds for transit operations.

Concur

Maintain current language.  The MTA’s definition of BRT encompasses a wide variety of features and does not always include fixed guideway or New Starts criteria.  We see the need for a new more flexible funding category that would enhance the rapid bus program for the Los Angeles region. 

	Principles should further highlight more local highway and HOV projects funded through TEA-21 and their positive impacts on mobility and air quality.  There should be direct reference of highway and arterial projects (Pg. 7 of General Principles).
	Concur

	The principles for Reauthorization as listed by MTA are well thought-of, very elaborate and make a lot of sense.  MTA, the City and all other governmental agencies certainly need a continued availability of funding, like the one from TEA-21.  Hence the City of Los Angeles is in support for the TEA-21 Reauthorization.

The use of TEA-21 funding should not be limited to transportation and traffic-related project, only.  As with ISTEA and FAU funds in the 80s and early 90s, the TEA-21 should provide funding for streets (Pg. 2 of General Principles).

Comments submitted during 2nd round:

1.  Context-Sensitive Freeway Ramp Design

CITY Comment - (Bullet No. 7 in Highway Programs) Pilot projects that restructure freeway ramps using “context sensitive” design standards that reflect the particular needs of metropolitan areas should be promoted.
MTA Response (Bullet No. 14 in Highway Programs) - Pilot projects for “content sensitive” design standards for freeway ramps for metropolitan areas are to be achieved in conjunction with “Showcase Projects.”

Recommendation - Replace Bullet No. 14 with the following statement:  Promote pilot projects to develop flexible design standards for freeway ramps in urban areas that acknowledge limited availability of land and neighborhood livability, including adequate streetscape/landscape (Page 7 of General Principles).

2.  Transit Technology Showcase Projects

CITY Comment (Bullet No. 1 in Transit Programs) - Showcase Projects that demonstrate new transit technology should be included.

MTA Response - No response.

Recommendation - Include the CITY comment in Transit Programs (Page 3 of General Principles).

3.  Improved Transit Access to Airports

CITY Comment (Bullet No. 3 Transit Programs) - Improved transit access to airports, including access from off-airport shuttle stations, should be promoted.  In particular, reauthorization should facilitate demonstration projects for remote baggage check-in facilities.

MTA Response (Bullet No. 3 in Airport Safety and Security) - Provide federal funding for road access and parking improvements for LAX, including flyaways.  A demonstration project for remote baggage clerk in facilities should be funded by LAX.

Recommendation:

Remove the second sentence of the MTA response - A demonstration project for remote baggage clerk in facilities should be funded by LAX.

Add the following item to the Transit Programs - Promote improved transit access to airports, including access from off-airport shuttle stations.  In particular, facilitate demonstration projects for remote baggage check-in facilities (Page 9 of general principles).

4.  Safety Aspects of Grade Separation Projects

CITY Comment (Bullet No. 1 in Public Safety) - The public safety aspects of grade separation projects should be specifically referenced MTA Response (Bullet No. 9 in Freight Management/Goods Movement) - The public safety aspects of grade separation projects should be specifically funded.  

Recommendation - Change the language to the City comment and place the item in the Highway Program section.  It was not intended only for situations involving goods movement (Page 8 of General Principles).  

5.  Global Gateways Transportation Improvements

CITY Comment (Bullet No. 1 in Global Gateways) - Federal funding should finance “Global Gateways” improvements for the nation’s most important international harbors and airports to enhance their security and to improve circulation and delivery reliability near these strategic resources.

MTA Response (Bullet No. 19 in Highway Programs) - Federal funding should finance “Global Gateways” improvements for the nation’s most important international harbors and airports to enhance their security and to improve circulation and delivery reliability near these strategic resources.  

Recommendation:

Remove Bullet No. 19 from the Highway Programs.

Add the following item to General Principles because the principle was intended for all modes - Federal funding should finance “Global Gateways” improvements for the nation’s most important international harbors and airports to improve regional ground access and local circulation and enhance security at these strategic resources (Page 4 of General Principles).
6.  Allocation of More Funds Directly to Local Jurisdictions

CITY Comment (Bullet No. 1 in Revisions to TEA-21 Memo) - The Minimum Guarantee program should be modified so that funds generated are provided as STP funds and are directly allocated to local jurisdictions.

MTA Response (Bullet No. 14 in General Principles) - Change Minimum Guarantee program so that funds generated are provided as STP funds and sub-allocated to urban areas.

Recommendation - Change language to CITY comment (Page 3 of General Principles).

7.  Increased Funding in One or More Categories Creating Offsets in Others

CITY Comment (Bullet No. 3 in Revisions to TEA-21 Memo) - Several of the MTA memo provisions should be monitored very closely to ensure that funding increases in one area do not result in offsets in other categories.  These MTA memo provisions include:

Increase funding significantly for core transit programs, including the basic Formula Programs (Section 5307 Urban/Non-Urban Formula, Elderly and Disabled, Rural, etc.) and the Major Capital Investment Program (Section 5309 New Starts, Fixed Guideway Modernization, and Bus and Bus Facilities Discretionary).

Increase Surface Transportation Program (STP) funding for the Regional Improvement Program and other regional discretionary programming, including set-asides for safety and enhancements.

Increase Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) funding for regional discretionary programming and maintain current emphasis on air quality.

Provide increased federal funding, either through existing categories or new ones, that would allow Metrolink to finance its capital needs for service enhancement and expansion that includes improvements to stations, right-of-way (including double-tracking and electrification), equipment, and facilities.

MTA Response - No response and the requests for increases in specific areas have increased to include the following:  

Several of the MTA memo provisions should be monitored very closely to ensure that funding increases in one area do not result in offsets in other categories.  These MTA memo provisions include:

Provide increased Section 5309 Bus and Bus Facilities/Section 5308 Clean Fuels funding for bus purchases and other bus-related capital activities and needs of the MTA and the Los Angeles County municipal operators.

Provide increased Section 5307 Urban Formula funding for transit capital and preventive maintenance needs of the MTA and the Los Angeles County municipal operators.

Provide increased Section 5309 Fixed Guideway Modernization funding for MTA and Metrolink capital activities and needs.

Provide increased Section 5310 funding for countywide paratransit capital needs and the growing needs of the elderly and disabled population.

Recommendation - Either eliminate the requests for increased funding of specific programs or consider such increases only if additional funding is provided (Page 3 of General Principles).
8.  Modifications to the projects list

Recommendation: 

Delete the San Fernando Smart Shuttle project.  

Add the following projects:  Expo/Crenshaw/Prairie Light Rail Project, HOV lanes on the I-10 between I-5 and Pacific Coast Highway, and HOV lanes on the 

US 101 between I-110 and SR 23.


	Concur

MTA reauthorization principles reflect increase funding for preventive maintenance and system preservation.

Concur and would add “Work with Caltrans to” to the beginning of this bullet.

Wording addressed under General Principles.

Concur, sentence was removed.

Bullet added under “Airport Safety and Security” of the General Principles.

Bullet added under “Highway Programs” in General Principles.

Bullet has been removed.

Global Gateways mentioned in General Principles.

Concur if deemed by MTA Board after review.

Concept specifically addressed under General Principles.

Project not included.

Have added projects but have noted those projects which are not included in the MTA’s Long Range Transportation Plan.

	Recommended a confluence of the MTA’s leg agenda with the Regional Short Range Plan (RSRTP) effort.

High – priority programs:

Regional Pass Program Funding

Transit Signal Priority Systems

Rapid Bus Implementation of comprehensive program (operating, capital and advanced technology funding)

Bus Improvement projects

Comments submitted during 2nd round:

Add principle “Support efforts to streamline federal charter regulations to provide more flexibility to transit systems” (Pg. 6 of General Principles).

Add the following two projects to the TEA 3 project list:

Community Transit Information and Security Center and support the Municipal Transit Operators Coalition (MTOC) package of projects.

 
	Concepts and Programs are addressed in the General Principles.

Projects have been added to the TEA 3 project list.


	Freight Management/Goods Movement

Increase funding commitments to system preservation and maintenance needs such as local street and road repairs, transit rolling stock replacement, and preventive maintenance and rehabilitation/renovation programs (Pg. 2 of General Principles).

Transit Programs

Section 5309 New Starts expanded to include Los Angeles Metro Rail and Metrolink projects (Pg. 4 of General Principles).
Focus additional funding on core capacity expansion such as those portions of the nationwide regional transportation systems that are most constrained by through trips, feeder trips, and peak hour demands, provided that such funding would not negatively impact the New Starts program or any other existing transit funding program (Pg. 4 of General Principles).

Support elimination of FTA’s project management oversight takedown for rail projects under $25 million which do not require such oversight.

Eliminate the FTA 5-year contract period of performance limitation for operating service and maintenance contracts and for equipment and systems contracts carried out for constructing new fixed guideway projects (Pg. 5 of General Principles).

Continue to encourage and increase tax-free benefits to promote transit ridership (Pg. 5 of General Principles).

Airport Safety and Security

Provide federal funding for road access and parking improvements for LAX, including flyaways (Pg. 7 of General Principles).
Create goods movement specific funding categories to spur economic growth and reduce congestion, with funding priority particularly in shared passenger and freight corridors (Pg. 8 of General Principles).

Provide increased federal funding, either through existing categories or new ones, that would allow Metrolink or commuter rail to finance its capital needs for service enhancement and expansion that includes improvements to stations, right-of-way (including track capacity and expansion), equipment, and facilities (Pg. 7 of General Principles).

Comments submitted during 2nd  round:

Add Metrolink with 1st bullet under Transit Programs (Pg. 3 under General Principles).

Add “without negatively impacting existing core transit programs,” under 4th bullet Transit Programs (Pg. 4 under General Principles).

Add bullet under Transit Programs which reads: “Support eliminating project management oversight takedown for rail projects under $25 million which do not require such oversight.

Add “without negatively impacting existing core transit programs,” in 2nd bullet under Highway Programs (Pg. 6 under General Principles).

Add “Emphasize reducing freight and passenger rail congestion,” in 6th bullet under Highway Programs (Pg. 7 under General Principles)

Need to rewrite parenthesis in 1st bullet of Commuter rail (Pg. 7 of General Principles).

Add “transportation-related” in the 1st bullet under Energy (Pg. 9 of General Principles).

Project list submitted


	Preventive maintenance and system preservation provided for in General Principles.

Funding is limited in this 5309 New Start program and only a few projects in any region of the country are selected for funding.  MTA has selected those identified for funding in the Long Range Transportation Plan as the first priority.

Concur, BRT program funding that is recommended exemplifies this.

Not added to principles needs further discussion (needs more clarification).

Concur, added to principles.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Concur, included under Airport Safety and Security.

Concur, included under Freight Managements/Goods Movement.

Concur, included under commuter rail.

Has been added to bullet

MTA is requesting funding increase for all existing and future programs.

Need more clarity.

This is not transit related.

Too specific need to keep general.

Concur, parenthesis was rewritten.

Concur, wording has been added.

Projects referenced under Transit Projects. 


	Comments submitted during 2nd round:

Submitted project for the rebuilding, rehabilitation and capacity enhancement of the I-710 Freeway corridor from Port of Long Beach to State Route 60 Freeway.
	Project added to TEA 3 Project list.

	Comments submitted during 2nd round:

Submitted for the TEA 3 Project list the State Route 14/Avenue G Interchange Improvements Project. 
	Project is listed on the TEA 3 Project listing.

	Comments submitted during 2nd round:

General remarks submitted by the City of Pasadena. Had positive remarks overall.
	Follow-up with staff will be conducted.

	Support any efforts on local system preservation and resource allocation strategies that provide funding to upgrade local arterials, streets, roads and operation of local transportation facilities, based on street mileage and traffic volumes (Pg.5 of General Principles).

Support bullet reflecting these efforts (Pg.5 of General Principles).

Comments submitted during 2nd round:

Submitted five grade separation projects: Passons, Pico Rivera; Rosecrans/Marquardt, Santa Fe Springs; Lakeland, Santa Fe Springs; Norwalk & Los Nietos (2), Santa Fe Springs; Pioneer, Santa Fe Springs; and Valley View/Stage Street. 


	Concept included under transit programs.

Concur, included under transit programs.

Project is listed on the TEA 3 Project listing.

	Reallocation of minimum guarantee funds to be distributed to local agencies via the STP-L Program (Pg. 7 of General Principles). 

Move the proposed CMAQ change listed in highway program to transit program (Change list)

(Pg. 7 of General Principles).

System Preservation is extremely important – Our Highest priority.  We have built an infrastructure – both highways and transit –over the last 50 years and now is the time to invest in preserving it.  Therefore, we support more dollars and much more emphasis for the critical need (Pg. 2 of General Principles).
	The MTA staff does not recommend awarding all of Minimum Guarantee/Return to source funds to cities and the County as a sole source but rather MTA Board annually determined.

CMAQ is a flexible fund that can be used for highway or transportation modes.

Included in broader language under General Principles.

	Would like to prioritize some of the more critical items in the General Principles:

Enact federal budget “firewalls” to protect transportation revenue from being diverted for other purposes; Ensure that high priority funded projects do not reduce the amount of formula funds returned to the State; Increase Minimum Guarantee status beyond the current level of %90.5% for donor states; Address funding problems created by current un-funded federal mandates; and, provide special fund to mitigate local traffic congestion problems in high population density cities.
	These comments have been incorporated within the General Principles.

	9th General principle point:  add reference to CMAQ funds (as well as STP funds). (Pg. 2 of General Principles).
16th bullet point:  don't say either/or; instead delete "eliminating or reducing those mandates or" (Pg. 3 of General Principles).

Transit Programs

Provide federal funding for transit projects and programs in Los Angeles County over the next six years, as identified in the MTA Long Range Transportation Plan, which includes the needs of the MTA, Los Angeles County municipal operators and cities, ASI and the SCRRA (Pg. 3 of General Principles). 

Include a provision that clarifies the status of the remaining TEA-21, Section 5309 New Starts balance of the $645 million for the Los Angeles Metro Rail Red Line MOS-3 Project.  (The provision would clearly provide for making the $645 million balance available for the Los Angeles Eastside Light Rail Project and the Los Angeles Mid-City/Exposition Boulevard Light Rail Project (Pg. 4 of General Principles). 

Provide increased funding for core programs that address existing and future transit capacity needs, including:

Section 5307 Urbanized Area Formula Funding Program to support transit capital and preventative maintenance needs (Pg. 4 of General Principles).
Section 5308 Clean Fuel Formula Funding Program to encourage the use of alternative fuel vehicles that protect air quality in cities throughout the country  (Pg. 4 of General Principles).
Section 5310 funding to address the paratransit needs of the growing elderly and disabled population (Pg. 4 of General Principles).
Section 5309 Capital Bus Program to provide funding for bus modernization, bus expansion and other related capital needs, including projects in the Los Angeles County area (Pg. 4 of General Principles).

Section 5309 Fixed Guideway Modernization to provide increased funding for rail related capital activities, including for MTA and Metrolink capital activities and needs (Pg. 4 of General Principles).  

Section 5309 New Starts, including to meet the need of Los Angeles Metro Rail projects (Pg. 4 of General Principles).

Allow federal formula transit funding to flow to states and localities as with federal highway funding, which does not have to go through an annual appropriations process (Pg. 4 of General Principles). 

Establish a separate federal funding program for Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) projects that does not decrease the amounts made available for existing funding programs (Pg. 4 of General Principles). 

Oppose any federal transit funding limit or “cap” on formula and/or discretionary federal transit funds for individual states (Pg. 4 of General Principles). 

Focus additional funding on transit expansion projects, specifically on portions of the nationwide regional transportation systems that are most strained by through trips, feeder trips, and peak hour demands (Pg. 4 of General Principles).  

Support and protect transit speed improvement such as peak-period lanes, traffic signal preferences, express services, and transit station/stop improvements aimed at increasing and protecting transit speeds on congested corridors (Pg. 4 of General Principles). 

Preserve current funding split between New Starts, Fixed Guideway Modernization, and Bus Discretionary programs (Pg. 4 of General Principles). 

Provide specific timetables for or otherwise streamline the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) New Starts evaluation and project development process (Pg. 4 of General Principles).
Modify New Starts mobility evaluation criteria to allow more emphasis and weight on the benefits of greater travel speeds, travel timesaving, and other improvements that support existing and new ridership (Pg. 5 of General Principles).

Support continuing efforts to streamline the Federal Transit Administration’s environmental review process for New Starts and other transportation infrastructure projects (Pg. 3 of General Principles).

Maintain no less than a 60% federal share for New Starts Project, but retain equity in transit/highway funding (Pg. 5 of General Principles).

Continue and expand definitions to allow all transit and facility maintenance to be defined as “preventative maintenance,” which is eligible for federal transit capital funds (Pg. 5 of General Principles). 

Allow federal transit capital funds to be used for all transit safety and security activities, (Pg. 5 of General Principles).

Eliminate the FTA 5-year contract period of performance limitation for equipment and systems contracts carried out for construction new fixed guideway projects (Pg. 5 of General Principles). 

Continue to encourage tax-free benefits to provide all forms of ridesharing (Pg. 5 of General Principles).  

Support efforts to further streamline the flexible funding process, such as for CMAQ and RSTP funds (Pg. 5 of General Principles). 

Support efforts to streamline the federal auditing process, including provisions to allow concurrent state and federal audits (Pg. 5 of General Principles).

Streamline the federal labor certification process and encourage compliance with the federal Administrative Procedures Act  (Pg. 6 of General Principles).

Comments submitted during 2nd  round:

Change language of last paragraph under background after adoption by MTA (Pg. 1 of General Principles).

Wanted BRT program to be specifically addressed (Pg. 4 of General Principles).
	CMAQ funds have an air quality benefit requirement and cannot be assigned unless criteria and restrictions are met.

Proposed wording allows for greater flexibility and achieved same impact as that recommended.

Concur with adding named agencies.

No change needed.

Concur – no change.

Concur-included in broader language under General Principles.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Concur, included in broader language under Transit Programs.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

No change.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Concur, in broader language under General Principles.

Concept addressed under Transit Programs.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Concur, included under Transit Programs.

Have requested more information for clarification.

Needed more clarification.

Paragraph has been rewritten.

Concept addressed under Transit Programs.

	Identified duplicative language in bullets and minor typos.
	Corrections had been previously identified.

	Comments submitted during 2nd  round:

Under General Principles, remove the last bullet (alternative fuel vehicles) -- it is a duplicate of the third from the last (Pg. 3 of General Principles). 
Under Highway Programs, the Auto Club remains opposed to expanding the eligibility of the successful CMAQ program to include operations beyond the first three years of new services.  I am also concerned that pushing for this may be a strategic mistake.  The CMAQ program is not very popular outside of states with very poor air quality (the sates that get most CMAQ funds).  Attempting to expand the CMAQ program may provide CMAQ opponents with an opportunity to make other changes to the program, including reducing its funding, changing rules that could result in a wider distribution of CMAQ funds (with less coming to Los Angeles County), or other changes that may be detrimental to California. 

Under Highway Programs, remove the 9th bullet (CMAQ funds) -- this issue is covered in the 5th bullet (Pg. 6 of General Principles). 


	Concur, correction made.

Not concurred.

Concur, correction made.

	Reallocation of minimum guarantee funds to be distributed to local agencies via the Local Surface Transportation Program (STP-L) (Pg. 3 of General Principles).

Incorporation and increased emphasis on regional bikeway planning and project development (Pg. 7 of General Principles).
	Concept addressed under General Principles.

Concur, added under Bikeway Programs.

	Highway Programs

There should be mention of the need for congestion relief programs on the most congested federally funded local interstate freeways of national significance (Pg. 6 of General Principles).

Reference should be made to the need for congestion relief programs on key arterials/highways that would improve access to the regional freeway system (Pg. 6 of General Principles).

Increased funding for freeway/state highway incident management and patrol teams is needed for improved freeway operations (Pg. 6 of General Principles).

Funding for “Smart” freeway corridors should be reestablished (Pg. 6 of General Principles).

Reliable on-line traffic condition information to motorists should be encouraged in all urban areas (Pg. 6 of General Principles).

Improve ground access to Los Angeles World Airports.  Homeland security should be highlighted for intermodal and multimodal facilities of national significance (Pg. 7 of General Principles).

Pilot projects that restructure freeway ramps using “context sensitive” design standards that reflect the particular needs of metropolitan areas should be promoted (Pg. 6 of General Principles).

Transit Programs

Showcase Projects which demonstrate new transit technology should be included (Pg. 2 of General Principles).

Transit improvements on regional highways should be encouraged (Pg. 2 of General Principles). 

Improved transit access to airports, including access from off-airport shuttle stations, should be promoted.  In particular, reauthorization should facilitate demonstration projects for remote baggage check-in facilities (Pg. 3 of General Principles).

Programs for acquisition, development and operation of park-n-ride and intercept parking lots along freeway corridors, or convenient to express transit services or those providing access to rail transit stations should be explicitly mentioned (Pg. 8 of General Principles).

Goods Movement 

Reference to goods movement improvements should be expanded to include: implementation of needed rail and grade crossing improvements to improve safety and efficiency; grade separation at key locations; and roadway improvements to facilitate goods movement in industrial areas (Pg. 7&8 of General Principles).

Goods movement references should address the need to include neighborhood protection at high volume locations (Pg. 7 of General Principles).

Goods movement truck lane initiatives should require the review and approval of affected local jurisdictions (Pg. 8 of General Principles).

Ground access to intermodal and multimodal facilities of national and international significance should be given special consideration to improve efficiency while also addressing homeland security needs (Pg. 8 of General Principles).

Pilot programs that provide for the development and maintenance of truck staging areas in urban industrial districts should be encouraged (Pg. 3 of General Principles).

Public Safety

The public safety aspects of grade separation projects should be specifically referenced (Pg. 8 of General Principles).

Program and funding provisions should be flexible enough to allow measures such as sidewalks, street lights, signage and signals near schools and other public places (Pg. 8 of General Principles).

Support legislation and public safety standards that are intended to reduce driver distractions (Pg. 8 of General Principles).

Non-Motorized Transportation

Safety, bicycle and pedestrian improvements should be funded, at levels proportional to TEA-21 (Pg. 9 of General Principles).

Security

Protection of critical transportation infrastructure should be addressed.  A recent survey conducted by the National Governors Association’s Center for Best Practices, revealed that the states would need $1 billion for protecting vital infrastructure, including bridges, highways, pipelines and power plants.  Funding is needed for protection of key transportation facilities of national significance such as freeway interchanges, bridges and underpasses and entries to national intermodal and multimodal facilities (Pg. 6 of General Principles).

Sustainable Operations

Federal funding should finance sustainable operations so as to protect its investment and to ensure that enhanced operations are ongoing.  Accordingly, this would include the capital infrastructure elemental costs, as well as the life-cycle costs for the additional operational staff associated with the delivered project (Pg. 2 of General Principles).

Federal funding should finance a “quick-start” urban systems initiative to quickly demonstrate the synergistic benefits of a package of operational improvements.  The FHWA would demonstrate this by making funds available to urban areas, including large cities with the greatest levels of congestion and the fewest construction options

(Pg. 2 of General Principles).

Global Gateways

Federal funding should finance “Global Gateways” improvements for the nation’s most important international harbors and airports to enhance their security and to improve circulation and delivery reliability near these strategic resources (Pg. 6 of General Principles).

Technology Transfer

That the FHWA become a national technology transfer resources and disseminator in order that the deployment of enhanced operational improvements may be realized at all levels of government, particularly cities, at the earliest possible time (Pg. 8 of General Principles).
Federal Capitalization of Infrastructure Banks

Infrastructure banks provide a publicly owned source of short-term construction loans for major capital improvement projects which have public funding commitments and are in need of immediate cash flow to prevent project delays and inefficiencies.  Federal capitalization of these banks would greatly assist state and local transportation agencies in the expeditious completion of major public works projects (Pg. 2 of General Principles).

Other Programs

Energy conservation improvements with regard to transportation infrastructure should be addressed (Pg. 9 of General Principles). 

Reauthorization legislation should be reviewed to ensure program and funding flexibility sufficient to address transportation demand management and ridesharing programs (Pg. 2 of General Principles).

The Minimum Guarantee program should be modified so that funds generated are provided as STP funds and are directly allocated to local jurisdictions (Pg. 3 of General Principles).

A demonstration program should be established to determine whether new design standards can be developed to enable modernization of old highway facilities within urban areas (Pg. 3 of General Principles).

Several of the MTA memo provisions should be monitored very closely to ensure that funding increases in one area do not result in offsets in other categories.  These MTA memo provisions include:

Increase funding significantly for core transit programs, including    the basic Formula Programs (Section 5307 Urban/Non-Urban Formula, Elderly and Disabled, Rural, etc.) and the Major Capital Investment Program (Section 5309 New Starts, Fixed Guideway Modernization, and Bus and Bus Facilities Discretionary).

Increase Surface Transportation Program (STP) funding for the Regional Improvement Program and other regional discretionary programming, including set-asides for safety and enhancements.

Increase Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) funding for regional discretionary programming and maintain current emphasis on air quality.

Provide increased federal funding, either through existing categories or new ones, that would allow Metrolink to finance its capital needs for service enhancement and expansion that includes improvements to stations, right-of-way (including double-tracking and electrification), equipment, and facilities.


	Concur, included under Highway Programs.

Concur, included under Highway Programs.

Concur, included under Highway Programs.

Concur, included under Highway Programs.

Concept included under Highway Programs.

Addressed under Airport Safety and Security.

Concept addressed in broader language.

Concept addressed in broader language under General Principles.

Concur, under General Principles.

Concept, addressed under General Principles.

Concur, included under Commuter Rail/Rideshare programs.

Concept addressed under Freight Management/Goods Movement.

Concept addressed under Freight Management/Goods Movement.

Concept addressed under Freight Management/Goods Movement.

Concept addressed under Freight Management/Goods Movement.

Concept addressed under General Principles.

Concur, included under Pedestrian/Public Safety. 

Concur, included under Pedestrian/Public Safety.

Concur, included under Pedestrian/Public Safety.

Concur, included under Bikeway/Pedestrian/Public Safety.

Concept addressed under General Principles and under Highway Programs.

Concept included in General Principles overall.

Concept included in General Principles overall.

Concept addressed under Highway Programs.

Concept addressed under Technology.

Concept addressed in innovative financing techniques under General Principles. 

Concur, addressed under Energy.

Concept included in General Principles.

Concept included in General Principles.

Concept addressed under General Principles.

Concur addressed under General Principles.

Concept addressed under General Principles.

Concept addressed under General Principles.

Concept addressed under General Principles.

	7th bullet – support increasing funding commitments to system preservation and local street and road repairs (Pg. 2 of General Principles).

Add to 5th bullet or stand alone – (3) Eliminating the current 3- year limitation on the use of CMAQ funds to pay for operating costs of new or expanded ITS systems (Pg. 6. of General Principles).

Expand 3rd bullet beyond improvements at LAX  to include Long Beach Airport and other commercial airports in Los Angeles County (Pg. 7 of General Principles).
	Concept addressed under General Principles.

Concept addressed under Highway Programs.

Concur, included under Airport Safety and Security.

	Include Reauthorization of TEA-21 funds for minor residential street rehabilitation work.
	TEA-21 Reauthorization funding addresses major road improvements.

	The City of Artesia does not have the revenue base of larger Cities.  Yet by looking at the list of successful MTA Call for Projects (CFP) applicants, larger cities have won the vast majority of funding.  Since the inception of CFP Program dating back to 1995, Artesia has diligently prepared applications for funding assistance through MTA for the most critically  needed transportation improvement projects.  Each time, Artesia has come up empty handed. Although the population in Artesia is only 16,500 residents,  weekday traffic volume is equivalent to at least 100,000 residents, weekday traffic volume is equivalent  to at least 100,000 residents.  
	These comments do not pertain to the TEA_21 Reauthorization.  MTA Planning Staff will follow-up with the City of Artesia.

	PEDESTRIAN/SAFE SCHOOLS

Provide increased federal funding for projects that promote walking as a viable form of transportation and improve pedestrian access to schools and transit facilities ; thereby reducing reliance on automobile travel (Pg. 7of General Principles).

Provide increased federal funding for projects that improve the integration of transportation with land use ; thereby improving the existing transportation system’s efficiency (Pg. 3 of General Principles).


	Concept addressed under Pedestrian/Public Safety.

Concept addressed under General Principles.
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