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RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the MTA Board of Directors adopt a support position on AB 2360.

PROVISIONS

Existing law establishes the Freeway Service Patrol Program (FSP) and establishes requirements for the allocation of state funds for the program.  The Governor’s 2002-03 State Budget currently proposes an increase of $5 million for the FSP program to come from existing transportation resources.

AB 2360 would implement a competitive grant program for the additional funds proposed in the State Budget.  Specifically, the bill would:

· Establish the competitive FSP program, as an addition to the existing formula-based FSP program.

· Provide that the grant program will be operative only if funds are appropriated for it in the annual state budget.

· Outline requirements of the competitive grant program to include that:

(a)  Grants may only be awarded to regional or local agencies for projects that provide new or expanded freeway patrol service and for contracting to the California Highway Patrol for the provision of direct program supervisory services;

       (b)  A minimum of 25% in matching funds from local agencies must be provided;

 (c)  Grants must be awarded on the basis of project need and effectiveness as measured    

 through a cost-benefit analysis;

        (d)  No grant amount may exceed 35% of the total amount of  available grant funds; and

(e) Applicants must demonstrate that the proposed services were not previously 

provided in their jurisdictions.

 IMPACT ANALYSIS         

Existing law establishes the Freeway Service Patrol (FSP) program and provides for the allocation of state funds through the annual budget act. Current law requires that local agencies provide a minimum local match of 25%.  The state has discretion over the amount it may allocate each year but the allocation itself is subject to a statutory formula.  AB 2360 would establish a grant program for additional funds, which would be added to 2002-03 fiscal year. 

The MTA acts as the FSP for Los Angeles County.  FSP agencies have sought to increase the state contribution to the program over the last two years and were successful in obtaining a recommendation by the Governor to include an additional $5 million in the 2002-03 State Budget.  These additional funds would come from existing transportation resources.  The Governor also recommended that these funds be used for expanded services and that the granting of the funds be on a competitive basis.  AB 2360 would implement the granting program for the funds in the event they are ultimately approved in the State Budget.

The criteria for the grant program were developed by the Department of Transportation in cooperation with the FSP agencies statewide.  While the bill creates a competitive process, Los Angeles County would compete well based on the criteria. AB 2360 is supported by the FSP agencies throughout the state and will assist in the delivery of additional state funds to this valuable program.

Staff, therefore, recommends that the MTA Board of Directors support AB 2360.
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