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RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the MTA Board of Directors adopt a work with author position on 

SB 1856.

PROVISIONS

Existing law establishes the High Speed Rail Authority (HSRA) and outlines the responsibility of the agency to develop a high-speed rail plan for the state.  That authority has identified an initial segment of a high-speed rail line to run between Los Angeles and the Bay Area.

SB 1856 would:

· Enact the High Speed Train Bond Act of 2002, which, subject to voter approval would provide for the issuance of $9 billion in general obligation bonds to fund the planning and construction of the system identified by the HSRA.

· Requires the HSRA to pursue and obtain other private and public funds, including federal funds, revenue bonds and local funds to augment the bond proceeds.

IMPACT ANALYSIS

SB 1856 would provide funds for a high-speed rail line between Los Angeles and the Bay Area.  The initial segment is intended to start at Union Station and terminate in San Francisco.  The HSRA is currently preparing a program-level environmental impact report/statement (EIR/EIS).  The program EIR/EIS is expected to be completed and submitted to the Legislature by December 2003, after which a much more extensive and specific project environmental review process would be required. 

SB 1856 is similar to previous legislative proposals to fund a high-speed rail line.  This year, 

SB 1856 has gained extensive support and has moved farther through the legislative process than any previous legislation.  The bill will next be heard in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.  There has been some indication the bill may be held in the Committee due to the impact on the state’s general fund.   If, however, the bill is approved by the Legislature this year, the measure could be placed on the November ballot.  

The proposal to build a high-speed rail line provides opportunities to improve interregional transportation should it proceed.  The proposal would impact Los Angeles County by requiring additional capital improvements in the County and improved transit services into Union Station. The costs of these improvements have not been identified or clearly resolved in the current proposals.   MTA staff and particularly staff from the Southern California Regional Rail Authority (Metrolink) have monitored the development of this program.  Metrolink staff has identified a number of specific concerns relating to the proposal and its impact on Los Angeles County.  As the high-speed rail line is developed these issues will need to be resolved so that the impacts on and potential costs to Los Angeles County are mitigated.

Staff recommends that the MTA Board of Directors adopt a work with author position on SB 1856. 
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