REVISED

PLANNING & PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE

June 18, 2003

SUBJECT:
US-101 FREEWAY CORRIDOR STUDY

ACTION:
ENDORSE THE STEERING COMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATIONS AND TAKE APPROPRIATE IMPLEMENTING ACTIONS

RECOMMENDATION

Support the recommendations of the US-101 Corridor Study Steering Committee as shown in Attachment A and direct staff to take the following implementing actions:  

A. Include the potential short- and mid-range mobility improvement projects shown on Attachment B in the appropriate subregional section(s) of the MTA Short Range Transportation Plan (SRTP) subject to further community review and refinement and modification by the affected agencies. Assist the sponsoring agencies in seeking funds for those projects through future MTA Call for Projects and other funding programs.  

B. Include analysis of the US-101 freeway as a “Congested Corridor” in the next update of the MTA SRTP.

C. Continue to include the US-101 freeway improvements in the Strategic Element of the MTA Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) so that a long-range multi-modal transportation vision, including transit options, can be better defined and funded.  

D. Support Countywide and regional coordination coordinated inter-agency efforts in pursuant pursuit of innovative land use policies that would effectively promote smart growth, prevent and mitigate traffic congestion, and improve quality of life in the Los Angeles County.

ISSUE

The US-101 Freeway Corridor Study has completed a comprehensive corridor evaluation process and has identified the transportation needs and the potential future projects that could alleviate congestion and improve mobility along the US-101 Freeway Corridor within the identified limits. (See Corridor Map, Attachment C.)  The Study Steering Committee has identified potential short- and mid-range improvements (subject to further community review and 

modification by the affected agencies) and called for continued refinement of a multi-modal long-range vision for the Corridor.  These recommendations are being presented to the MTA Board at the request of the Steering Committee.  

DISCUSSION

The US-101 Freeway Corridor is one of the most congested in the nation. To evaluate the congestion and identify potential future solutions, $3.0 million from the Transportation Congestion Relief Program (TCRP), $1.0 million from State funds through SCAG, and $500,000 from local Proposition C funds were allocated to study the corridor.  In July 2001, the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) initiated a Study in partnership with the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), the Las Virgenes-Malibu Council of Governments (LVMCOG), and the City of Los Angeles.  The study was to:  

(1) Conduct a comprehensive evaluation of the Corridor; 

(2)  Recommend short-, mid-, and long-range strategies for mobility improvements; and

(3)  Prepare Project Initiation Documents (PID) for specific short-range projects for programming/funding purposes.  

Caltrans was designated the overall lead for the Study, with the MTA assisting with contract management.  Caltrans and the MTA established two committees to provide oversight and direction to the Study team.  The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) included technical staff from the local, state, and federal transportation agencies, the cities, the COG, and the Auto Club.  The Steering Committee included senior staff from these same agencies as well as elected officials or their staff.  The membership lists of these committees are included in Attachment D.  

The Study initially evaluated 50 improvement concepts, which were refined to 12 Feasible Strategies. The Feasible Strategies were then evaluated in further detail and resulted in five Strategies, “A” through “E” (See Attachment E), addressing a wide range of potential freeway improvements from Transportation System Management (TSM)/Transportation Demand Management (TDM) to construction of High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV)/bus transit lanes, rail, and additional freeway mixed-flow lanes.  Off-freeway improvements such as arterial improvements, transit enhancements, signal timing and synchronization improvements were also considered for implementation.  Extensive public outreach and elected officials briefings were conducted throughout the process to disseminate updated information and solicit feedback.  

The final analysis and evaluations were presented to the Study TAC, which acknowledged that the transportation system network along the US-101 Freeway Corridor was incapable of handling current and forecast travel demand and that substantial Corridor investments would be needed to accommodate the future anticipated traffic demand.  In addition to short- and medium-range projects, the TAC recommended a long-range freeway improvement project.  This long-range vision included the addition of two HOV lanes in each direction along much of the Corridor and one new mixed flow lane in the sections that currently have only four 

lanes.  The TAC deferred a recommendation on the section of the 101 from the 134 to Downtown pending additional study.

The long-range improvements recommended by the TAC, however, raised major local concerns relative to the socio-economic and environmental impacts including loss of properties and resources, traffic management and detouring during construction, noise, economic viability and cost effectiveness. Of greatest concern was the need to acquire hundreds of acres of property including residential dwellings in order to implement the long-range improvement.  

Upon review of the TAC’s recommendations and consideration of public and elected officials concerns regarding impacts on the communities along the freeway, the Study Steering Committee concluded that the most feasible solution was to construct proposed short- and mid-range improvements while maintaining a need for identification of a long-range solution during future planning processes.

NEXT STEPS
If the Board concurs with the recommendation, staff will take the indicated implementing actions.  A final Corridor Analysis Report will be released that documents the technical study process and findings, public outreach and other coordination efforts, issues analysis, and other pertinent information. The next phase of the Study will be the preparation of PIDs for short- and mid-range projects to be selected; however, this effort is subject to the continued availability of TCRP funds.
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ATTACHMENT A

US-101 Freeway Corridor Study

Steering Committee Recommendations

· Caltrans, the MTA, and SCAG include the list of short- and mid-range projects in the necessary regional transportation plans (including the current update to MTA’s Short Range Transportation Plan), and support these projects in the earliest possible funding cycle. 

· The MTA include the 101 Corridor as a “Congested Corridor” in next year’s update to the Short Range Transportation Plan, to help support funding for these projects.  

· The Steering Committee support a long-range multi-modal transportation vision for this Corridor, including transit options, and that a placeholder be put in the Regional Transportation Plans (including the MTA’s Long Range Transportation Plan and SCAG’s Regional Transportation Plan) so that a vision can be better defined and funded.  

· The Steering Committee encourage local government entities to review their general plans, and make land use policy decisions that will support smart growth and integrate transit use as we all work together to confront the congestion and address the quality of life in this corridor. 
ATTACHMENT B

US-101Freeway Corridor Study

 Potential Short- and Mid-Range Proposed Improvement Projects

(Cities will make the final determination, after community review, for projects within their jurisdictional control)

	Exit Lane Improvements
	Auxiliary Lane Improvements

Westbound/Northbound
	Auxiliary Lane Improvements

Eastbound/Southbound
	Local Interchange Improvements

	· Ventura Blvd/Topanga Canyon Blvd.

· Canoga Avenue

· DeSoto Avenue

· Tampa Avenue

· Reseda Blvd.

· Balboa Blvd.

· Hayvenhurst Avenue

· N. Sepulveda Blvd.

· Van Nuys Blvd.

· Laurel Canyon Blvd.

· Sunset Blvd.

· Normandie Avenue/Melrose Avenue
	· Balboa Blvd. to White Oak Avenue 

· White Oak Avenue to Reseda Blvd.

· Van Nuys Blvd. to N. Sepulveda Blvd.

· Hayvenhurst Avenue to Balboa Blvd.

· Echo Park Avenue to Alvarado Street

· Rampart Blvd. to Silverlake Blvd.

· Silverlake Blvd. to Vermont Avenue

· Western Avenue to Sunset Blvd.


	· Vanalden Avenue to Reseda Blvd.

· Burbank Blvd. to White Oak Avenue

· White Oak Avenue to Balboa Blvd.

· Balboa Blvd. to Hayvenhurst Avenue

· Hayvenhurst Avenue to Haskell Avenue

· Sunset Blvd. to Western Avenue

· Santa Monica Blvd. to Melrose Avenue 

· Glendale Blvd. to SR110 connector


	· Lynn Road

· Moorpark Road

· SR 23 North

· Lindero Canyon Road

· Reyes Adobe Road

· Kanan Road

· Agoura Road/Chesebro Road

· Lost Hills Road

· Las Virgenes Road



	Arterial Street Improvements
	Bus and Rail Transit Improvements
	Park and Ride/Transit Centers Improvements
	Transportation Demand Management Improvements

	· Improve Hampshire Road/Agoura Road from Thousand Oaks Boulevard to Las Virgenes Road

· Complete the connection of Agoura Road and Calabasas Road between Valley Circle Blvd./Mulholland Drive and Las Virgenes Road

· Sherman Way Capacity Improvements
· Ventura Boulevard Capacity Improvements
· Temple Ave and Beverly Blvd. (Smart Corridor development)


	· Add Planned Rapid Bus Lines Corridors

· Add Planned North-South Busway Project

· Add local community transit service connections to the following Red Line stations between US 101/SR 134/SR 170 interchange and downtown Los Angeles:

· Hollywood/Western (two routes)

· Vermont/Sunset (two routes)

· Vermont/Santa Monica/LACC (three routes)

· Vermont/Beverly (six routes)

· Westlake/MacArthur Park (3 routes)

· Add MTA Metro Red Line capacity starting at the North Hollywood station.

· Increase Metrolink service between Moorpark and Union Station 
	· Increase Park-and-Ride lot capacity along the East/West Busway based on demonstrated demand

· Increase Park-and-Ride capacity at North Hollywood and Universal Red Line Stations

· Study need for additional access locations to Red Line stations along Vermont Avenue based on future increased ridership and also assess the need to provide park-and-ride spaces at these locations

	· Continue to support regional Rideshare and Vanpool programs
· Continue to support innovative TDM programs
· Transit priority systems on the following arterials:

· Ventura Blvd.

· Victory Blvd.

· Sepulveda Blvd.

· Van Nuys Blvd.

· Topanga Canyon Blvd.

· Improve traffic signal systems within the US 101 study area

· Additional transit system priority and locator systems applicable to the increases in transit services that are proposed.


ATTACHMENT C

US-101 Freeway Corridor

STUDY LIMITS
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ATTACHMENT D

101 Corridor Study Technical Advisory Committee

	California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 7
	
	

	Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA)
	
	

	Las Virgenes-Malibu Council of Governments
	
	

	Los Angeles Department of Transportation
	
	

	City of Calabasas
	
	

	Federal Highway Administration
	
	

	Ventura County Transportation Commission
	
	

	Automobile Club of Southern California
	
	

	Parsons Brinkerhoff Quade and Douglas (Consultants)
	
	

	HNTB (Consultants)
	
	

	Sharon Green & Associates (Consultants)
	
	


Steering Committee 

	Representatives from the following offices and agencies:
	
	

	
	
	

	Senator Sheila Kuehl
	
	

	Assemblymember Fran Pavley
	
	

	Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky
	
	

	Supervisor Michael Antonovich
	
	

	Congressman Brad Sherman
	
	

	Las Virgenes-Malibu Council of Governments
	
	

	City of Westlake Village
	
	

	City of Calabasas
	
	

	City of Agoura Hills
	
	

	City of Los Angeles, Mayor James Hahn
	
	

	California Department of Transportation, District 7
	
	

	L.A. Co. Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA)
	
	

	Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
	
	

	Southern California Association of Governments
	
	

	Ventura County Transportation Commission
	
	

	Los Angeles City Department of Transportation
	
	

	City of L.A. Councilmember Eric Garcetti
	
	

	City of L.A. Assemblymember Paul Koretz
	
	

	City of L.A. Councilmember Wendy Greuel
	
	

	City of L.A. Councilmember Jack Weiss
	
	

	City of L.A. Councilmember Tom LaBonge
	
	

	City of L.A. Councilmember Dennis Zine
	
	


ATTACHMENT E
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Strategies A through E inserts attached
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