AGENDA ITEM 7 ATTACHMENT


METRO SAN GABRIEL VALLEY GOVERNANCE COUNCIL

 JUNE 3, 2003
SUBJECT:
PUBLIC HEARING DATE CHANGE

ACTION:
APPROVE
BACKGROUND

At the May San Gabriel Valley Governance Council meeting, the Council established Tuesday, June 24, 2003 as the date for a public hearing.  This hearing would be to receive public comment regarding a proposal to cancel bus lines 250/253 and 471.  Staff is recommending that this hearing be postponed until Tuesday, September 2, 2003.

DISCUSSION
Staff is proposing that this public hearing be postponed for ten weeks for the following reasons:

· The June public hearing date would allow for these lines to be cancelled as early as September 2003.  The savings that would flow from the cancellation of these lines is now not required until December 2003 or January 2004.  This is due to the better than anticipated savings from the June 29, 2003 service change program.  These service changes, along with new scheduling software have generated a slightly more efficient service.

· The significant bus service changes that will occur beginning June 29, 2003 would significantly distract from a June 24, 2003 public hearing.  The closeness of these dates could be confusing to some of our customers.  In additions SGV staff will be heavily engaged in the development and distribution of information regarding the June service changes, reducing our availability for the publication and conduct of the hearing.

· The projected opening of the Metro Gold Line in late July or early August would also distract from a June public hearing.  

· The postponement of the public hearing to September, will allow staff time to adequately notify our customers about this hearing.  This added time will also allow staff to plan, publish and conduct community meetings in the areas most impacted by the potential cancellation of these lines in advance of the public hearing.

For these reasons, staff is recommending that the public hearing to receive public comment regarding the proposal to cancel bus lines 250/253 and 471 be re-scheduled for Tuesday, September 23, 2003.

Prepared by: 
Jon Hillmer, Service Development Manager, Metro SGV
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