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SYSTEM SAFETY AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE
NOVEMBER 15, 2012

SUBJECT: METRO BLUE LINE (MBL) SAFETY ASSESSMENT

ACTION: APPROVE LIFE OF PROJECT LOP BUDGET INCREASE TO
IMPLEMENT RECOMMENDED MBL SAFETY ENHANCEMENTS

RECOMMENDATION

A. Approve the increase in the Life-of-Project{ 3P- budget for the Metro Blue Line
( Pedestrian and Swing Gates Capital Project in the amount of $6,780,000,
increasing the total project budget from $920,000 to 7,700,000.

B. Authorize the Chief Executive Officer to amend the FY2013 budget to reflect this
adjustment.

ISSUE

At the August 6, 2012 Metro Board Meeting, the Board adopted a motion by Director
Yaroslaysky, that was subsequently amended by Director Ridley-Thomas, directing the
CEO to convene a Metro Blue Line Task Force to investigate and report back to the
Board in November 2012 on the following:

1. Causes of accidents, including but not limited to adequacy of current safety
procedures, operational concerns, structural concerns, signage, design and
traffic conditions

2. Potential suicide prevention strategies
3. Solutions to the issues that are identified as well as plans for implementing those

solutions

The amended Motion directed the CEO to report back on establishing public
information protocols in cases of reporting accident and service disruption information
when incidents occur.



Also, in a letter dated August 7, 2012, City of Los Angeles Councilmember Jan Perry
requested the CEO to consider expanding the scope of the Task Force to include an
evaluation of the Metro Blue Line stations with the goal of improving signage, amenities,
waiting areas, and the overall urban design of the stations.

DISCUSSION

In response to the Directors' motions, a Task Force comprised of Metro, Los Angeles
Department of Transportation (LADOT), Los Angeles County Public Works (LACPW),
City of Long Beach — Traffic Engineering, Los Angeles Sheriff's Department (LASD),
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), and Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) staff
was formed. Metro Board of Directors' staff was also invited to participate on the Task
Force.

Several proposals to enhance safety were discussed by the Task Force at its meetings on
fiug~i~t 10, ~t~gu~i 30, end ~epie~ribe` 26, 20 2. Thy Task Farce ~o~~~ire~ o. ~ ~mpleme~tir~g
many safety enhancements. Attachment A includes all the proposals that were carefully
evaluated by the Task Force, and the decisions reached for each proposal.

It is important to note that some of the safety enhancements,
~~fo+„ o.,~",..o,,,o.,+~, _such as the installation of active Light-emitting diode (LED)
Pedestrian signs, swing gates/pedestrian gates and changes to operational procedures
were already in progress or completed. For example, the scope of Capital Project #
205063 includes the implementation of pedestrian gates and swing gates with a Life of
Project (LOP) of $920,000. This scope was limited to installing these devices adjacent
only to Metro's tracks.

The Task Force's recommendations in Attachment A will significantly expand the scope
of this capital project by also installing such barriers adjacent to the UPRR tracks, and
installing other warning devices and signs to further enhance safety along the entire
alignment. These additional enhancements will increase the LOP by $6,780,000 which
is the amount staff is recommending the Board to approve.

,4~~ieaa~y;-#fie The Task Force apse discussed suicide prevention strategies and
decided to pursue the installation of suicide prevention signs at mid-corridor grade
crossings in consultation with a local mental health seniices organization. Also, staff
tea# will ale partner with the LASD to train personnel on behavioral signs and patterns
displayed by persons contemplating suicide.

Assessment of Current Public Information Protocols

In response to the amended motion by Director Ridley-Thomas, staff first
assessed the current accident/incident notification protocol to determine if
additional refinements can be made.

Currently, customer service and control of the Metro Blue Line is operated out of
Metro's Rail Operations Control Center (ROC). When accidents or incidents



affecting Metro Blue Line service occurs the ROC immediately implements its
public information alert process protocols.

Specifics of accidents and/or incidents are relayed to the general public as
"Service Delays", which include equipment problems, track blockages and/or
accidents preventing Metro from maintaining scheduled service. When ROC is
aware of an impending service delay, public information alerts are immediately
dispatched to riding customers. A service message is generated and
programmed from ROC to all Variable Messaue Signs (VMS). All rail stations are
equipped with VMS equipment. Delay messages contain information on estimated
length of delay, alternate bus service and/or recommendations to seek alternate
means of transportation. In addition, Closed Circuit Television (CCN) Observers
generate public address announcements to all rail stations affected by delays.
Similar information such as length of delay and alternate transit service is
provided by CCTV staff making public address announcements. Two-way
telecommunications equipment is provided at all rail stations via Passenger
and/or Emergency Telephone (P-Tel and E-Tel). Train Operators also generate
service delay announcements on the affected line.

The Hvuer Alert System is a message programmed from a source (ROC) and sent

to specified Metro staff. The recipients receive a voice automated info alert
containing details and description of an event. The alert is also used to notify
Metro's Media Relations Office. Upon receiving a Hyper Alert Metro's Media
officials contact news outlets, local television and radio stations. Media or any

other Metro staff may elect to call in and request more info from ROC.

All extended service delays are updated to Metro's electronic media services,

such as Metro.net, The Source and Twitter. Customers may also subscribe or

"follow" the Metro Twitter account to receive automated notifications as alerts

are issued. Customers may choose these notifications to be delivered via web,.

text messaging or through their smartphone application. Over 15,000 unique

users have subscribed to this service. All planned bus detours and rail
maintenance advisories are also updated on a daily basis and available at

Metro net. Major planned advisories are Tweeted as a reminder for customers to

plan ahead.

After benchmarkina other agencies protocols for timely reporting to customers,

staff will work within the budget arocess to recommend a communications
professional be co-located 24/7 in the Rail Operations Center to distill critical
information and interpret into non-technical and legally appropriate IanguaAe
reports for immediate distribution to the Board Secretary, Media department and

into the information stream that feeds the agency information network including

all station notification systems, website and social media platforms. A job
description for this communications liaison position is currently beinct developed

by Communications in collaboration with Operations.



Lastly, in response to Councilmember Perry's letter, staff distributed the Project
RENEW report to task force members for review and consideration. This report was
discussed at the Task Force's September 26 meeting. The task force supported the
recommendations in the report. As it related to safety, Metro staff explained to the task
force members that a capital project scheduled to begin this fiscal year will focus on
refurbishing 21 Metro Blue stations. Items under consideration as part of this scope of
work include painting, refinishing platform surfaces, installing enhanced lighting,
improved signage, closed circuit television cameras, platform canopies, and a variable
messaging system. This effort will supplement the planning recommendations in the
project RENEW report to revitalize the neighborhoods along the Metro Blue line.

DETERMINATION OF SAFETY IMPACT

Approval of this item will continue Metro's efforts to provide infrastructure to operate a
safe and efficient Rail system for the general public and passengers. Staff anticipates
that these enhancements will also reduce accident-related service interruptions and
costs.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

The cost for these enhancements is $6,780,000. Upon approval of the project LOP
increase, this funding will be included in the capital LOP budget in cost center 3960 —
Transit Systems Engineering, line item 50316 — Professional and Technical Services,
project 205063 — MBL Swing Gates and Safety Enhancements.

Since this is a multi-year project, the cost center manager, project manager, and
executive officer will ensure that the balance of funds are budgeted in future fiscal
years.

Impact to Budget

The source of funds for this capital project is Local Enterprise Funds from prior year
and Measure R Metro Rail CP 2%which are eligible for Rail capital enhancements.

NEXT STEPS

Staff will develop a scope of work for the
implementation of the recommended enhancements through an Invitation for Bid (IFB)
process.

ATTACHMENTS

A. Metro Blue Line Recommended Enhancements
B. Estimated Implementation Costs
C. Funding and Expenditure Plan
D. Councilmember Jan Perrv's Letter Dated August 8, 2012

Prepared by: Abdul Zohbi, Systems Safety Manager (213) 922-2114



,~~ ̀~

f~aul C. Ta
Deputy Chief Executive Officer

Arthur T. Leahy
Chief Executive Officer
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os
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 c
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 s
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is
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 C
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 c
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ATTACHMENT C

FUNDING AND EXPENDITURE PLAN

Inception
Through % of
FY12 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 Total Total

Design/Specifics
tions/Const.
M mt. $ 349,000 $150,560 $ 174,278 $ 208,252 $ - $ 882,090 11.00%

Advertisin $ - $ 5,000 $ - $ - $ - $ 5,000 0.00%

Construction/Re
hab/Renovation $ - $727,477 $2,757,669 $2,757,669 $ 255,770 $ 6,498,585 85.00%

Contin enc $ - $ - $ - $ - ~ - $ - 0.00%

Professional
Services $ - $ 37,500 $ 18,750 $ 18,750 $ - $ 75,000 1.00%

Force Account
Labor $ - $ - $ 121,164 $ 118,161 $ - $ 239,325 3.00°/o

Total Project
Cost $ 349,000 $920,537 $3,071,861 $3,102,832 $ 255,770 $7,700,000 100.0%

Sources of
Funds
Local Enterprise
Funds from Prior
Year $ 349,000 $571,000 $ - $ - $ - $ 920,000 12.00%

Measure R
Metro Rail CP
2%

$ - $349,537 $3,071,861 $3,102,832 $ 255,770 $ 6,780,000 88.00%
Total Project
Funding $ 349,000 $920,537 $3,071,861 $3,102,832 $ 255,770 $ 7,700,000 100.0%



JAN PERRY
COUNCILWOMAN, NINTH DISTRICT

August 7, 2012

Mr. Art Leahy, Chief Executive Officer
Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority
One Gateway Piaza, MS # 99-25-1
Los Angeles, CA 90012-2952

Dear Mr. Leahy,

'ACHMENT D

The Mefro Blue Line was constructed in 1990 and was the first light rail system in the United States. As you
know, it is a very busy system that is heavily used by many. I commend your leadership and the Metro Board of
Directors for recently creating the Slue Line Task Force to address safety concerns along the line and
encourage each of you to consider the recent report by City Planning, which provides land use
recommendations for some of the Blue Line Stations. I have attached the report for your reference.

The City Planning report was.generated as a product of Project RENEW, a CountylCity partnership funded_by a
grant from the CDC and administered by the Department of Public Health. This report does not address every
Blue Line Station but certainly provides some good insight and suggestions that may alleviate safety concerns.
Community Health Councils {CHC} was a critical partner to the City and the County in creating the report and
led the community outreach efforts. Many of the recommendations contained within this document were
generated thanks to the valuable input of community stakeholders at public meetings.

As you can see from the report's analysis, the Blue Line stations in Council District Nine along Washington
Boulevard,: Lo:ng:6eacti:.and-.STauson:Avenues suffsc from p.00r.,urban. design: In :lacge.part, they_lac.k_ihe . .
amenities necessary to create a safe transit stop. In many cases, more visible pedestrian crossings need to be
installed, platforms and waiting areas need to be enhanced, signage needs to be improved, and an environment
needs to be created where appropriate development can happen to increase the viability of each station.

hope that when considering ways to improve the Blue Line, you fully analyze this report and include the
recommendations in your investigation. 1 believe that the report has great value and includes some
comprehensive suggestions that require Clty, County and Metro coordination.

look forward to working with you on improving the Blue Line.

l/
rry y
Imes er, D strict 9

ichael LoGrande, Director, City Planning; Faisal Roble, Senior Planner, City Planning

Attachment: Project RENEW report

CITY HALL • 200 NORTH SPRANG STREET • SUITE 420 • LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 • (213) 473-7009
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