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Los Angeles, Califcrnia, Meonday, May 7, 2001

5:30 P,.M.

MR. MIEGER: Good evening.

Can everybody hear? In the back, can people hear

back there?
AUDIENCE: Yes.
MR. MIEGER: Great.

Thanks for coming out. A really good turnout
tonight. I'm glad to see everybody.

I'm bavid Mieger. I'm the project manager with MTA
for our Mid-City Westside Transit Corridor Study. It's a
project that's Wilshire Boulevard and Exposition Boulevard
right-of-way from downtown Los Angeles up to Santa Monica.

We have a short, about a 10-minute slide show for
some of you who may not be familiar with the project or need
to know a little bit of background on it. Then we're going
to the verbal component, the public hearings.

We basically have a number of different ways that
you can comment. Some people like to be able to speak, and
we're going to allow everybody who wants to a chance to
speak tonight. We Jjust ask that you fill out the blue cards
and turn them in. Then we'll take the cards in the order
that we receive them.

But we alsoc have the opportunity for you to comment
4

HEARINGS
Page 4




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

via the laptops. A lot of people like to type their
comments in. We have pages where you can write comments,
and, of course, we have letters that you can send in, the
normal process for commenting on a project.

I'm geing to give a little presentation, then we'll
turn it over to Judge Title to run the public hearing
portion of tonight's event.

We'll be taking cards up until 7:30 for anybody who
wants to speak, and we'll be here until 8:00 or until we get
everybody heard.

I think probably we'll start the presentation and
go to the first slide.

As I mentioned, the project goes -— on the Wilshire
Corridor on the upper line goes from Wilshire and Western
station where the Red Line Subway ends. The subway was
planned to extend further west beyond Wilshire/Western, but
that was suspended in 1988. As a result of that we now have
a very heavily used transit cerridor that has no major
transit capacity to —-- transit system beyond the Rapid Bus
to serve it.

Next slide.

The options that we're lcoking at, the Wilshire
BRT, which I'1l talk about in a moment; No. 2 is the
Wilshire BRT and the Expo Bus Rapid transit Project:; and

No. 3 is the Wilshire BRT and Expo Light Rail Transit.
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Next slide.

As I said before, Wilshire is the highest density,
highest used transit corridor in all of Southern California.
The buses that we have out there are -~ it's the highest
used bus corridor we have in our entire fleet.

Next slide.

This is a shot actually right in this area in the
museum -- Miracle Mile area. We have two lanes in each
direction, a parking lane, and newly installed medians,
which we've lL.eard in no uncertain terms, people really want
to keep those medians.

Next slide.

Last June our first effort to improve transit on
the boulevard was the red buses that you see ouft there. The
Metro Rapid. We actually have buses now that stop every
mile along the boulevard.

Next slide.

New 40-foot, low floor buses, they're alternate
fueled, compressed natural gas, and they run 26 miles from
downtown Santa Monica, Ocean, right near the Santa Monica
Pier, through downtown Los Angeles through Beverly Hills,
Westwood, this area, in towards downtown and actually all
the way out to Montebello Transit Center, 26 miles.

The upper line -- we have another project up in

Ventura, Ventura Boulevard in the Valley that goes from the
6
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Universal City Red Line Station all the way out to Warner
Center, about 14 miles. These two rapids have both been
operating since last June.

Next slide.

Those of you whe have seen in the last month, we've
been starting to install the stations on the Rapid bus. We
actually have one in front of this building out on Wilshire
Boulevard, and they're going up at each of the stations.
They actually have better illumination, better lighting.

Next slide.

And they actually have for the first time in L.A. a
sign that tells you when the next bus is arriving. So when
you go to the stations it will tell the next bus in three
minutes, next bus in five minutes, and you'll nave an idea
how long you're going to be waiting there.

But in the peak period those buses are now running
about every two and a half to three minutes. So you don't
need a schedule to ride the Rapid, but as many of you who've
tried it know, it's very crowded. Those buses have actually
become very, very crowded in the morning, afternoon, and
even in the midday periods when people are using them on
their lunch hour.

And so one of our concerns is the capacity of our
buses on Wilshire and the speed. During the rush hour the

buses move very slowly in some of the portions of Wilshire.
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Next slide.

This is our ridership. In Jjust about nine months
of operation, we've seen about a 26 percent increase in
ridership. This time last year we had 60,000 people a day
getting on buses on Wilshire; and as of February, we've had
it up to 82,000 people a day. People are responding to the
new service and taking transit. And with the increases in
gasoline prices, we think probably there's going to be even
more demand for our buses and our trains.

Next slide.

So what is the BRT? Well, if you know -- we know
what a Rapid Bus is, and everywhere we've been along
Wilshire Boulevard and the Westside we've heard a lot of
support for the Rapid Bus program. But the BRT, we've heard
a lot of questions and concerns about what BRT is.

Well, for one, when you get on a bus, on one of the
Rapid buses, you can hardly ever get a seat. They are very
full, they are very packed, a lot of people standing. We
want to get larger buses, so-called articulated buses, which
will allow us to carry more people per bus.

We actually are looking at bus pads that instead of
40-feet long would be 60-feet long so we could put a
slightly larger bus out there. Ultimately we have buses
that can be as large as 75 feet, which is almost half again

as long as the buses we have, which would alleow us to carry
8
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almost twice as many people with the same number of buses.
We think there is a demand for that out there on Wilshire.

We also want to look at dedicated bus lanes, at
least during peak pericd. Right now there's parking along
most stretches of Wilshire Boulevard, metered parking that
the merchants rely upon. But during the rush hour that
parking's prohibited. And we would like to at least look
at, in the morning or in afternoon, being able to use that
lane, that parking lane where parking's prohibited to be
able to run our buses. We'd love t. use it 24 hours a day.

We've heard a lot of resistance to that, but we
need to find some way to get the buses to move faster than 5
to 10 miles an hour in the rush hour, where when we go
through Beverly Hills and Westwood and even parts of Miracle
Mile, the congestion, the buses are very slow and people
don't have much of an incentive to ride it. And people
sitting in their cars are going that same 5 to 10 miles an
hour.

So we want to provide people an incentive to take
public transit with clean buses that move at a reasonable
speed.

We're also looking at enhancing the stations. One
of our big problems is when you get on the bus you have to
put your maoney in the token booth or in the coin cellection

machine; that slows up while people are waiting to get on
9
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the bus, put their money in the collection machine.

We want to have ticket vending at the stations just
like we do on our rail system where you can buy your ticket
while you're waiting; when the bus comes in you can get on
and off at any door and not have t¢ wait and have a line, a
queue to get on the bus. This can cut our wailting time from
about a minute down to about 20 seconds, so the bus can move
that much faster down the boulevard if we don't have a lot
of people waiting to get on and off the bus.

We also want to enhance the traffic signals. Many
people don't know it, but since the Rapid buses have gone
in, the traffic has improved by 2 percent on Wilshire
Boulevard. And that's because as it's giving some priority,
you know, the traffic lights are giving priority to the
buses, they're also giving priority to the cars that are
following the buses. BAnd so the cars are actually speeding
up a little bit as & result of putting the Rapid bus service
in.

New landscaping. You know, we know that putting a
bus line in has got to be attractive, it's got to be
something that's going to be -~ something that the community
would want. The efforts to put in medians or something, we
can help put in medians in areas where they don't exist.
Sidewalks around the station areas. We're trying to make

these stations attractive and fit in with the community, but
10
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we have other things that we can do with additional trees
and landscaping. And then in an off-street parking, if in
some cases we do have to remove any on-street parking, we
want to replace and find parking lots that will be close to
the business that those parking spaces serve.

Next slide.

Last summer we came out and we heard wvery strongly
from many c¢f you who came to our scoping meetings that you
didn't like our first idea, which was put the lanes right
down the middle of Wilshire Boulevard. This wcild take ogt
the medians, take out left turns. And we heard in no
uncertain terms that this is not an acceptable solution on
Wilshire Boulevard. So we went back to the drawing board;
we have a couple other options.

The next one is actually median adjacent. It
doesn't touch the medians, it keeps all existing medians,
and it keeps the left-turn pockets and it puts the buses in
the lane next to the median, right in the middle of the
street. And this could be either a rush-hour-only, or it
could be a 24-hour lane; but it would allow the buses
to ~-- it would actually operate like a light rail or a
trolly system as many of yoﬁ might have seen in, say,

San Francisco if you ride the cable cars or the system on
Market Street, where the light rail system runs up on the

surface of the street, or in downtown San Diego where the
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light rail runs in downtown on the street.

Next slide.

The other option is to use the curb lane. This is
where the buses are today. This would be an easier system
to implement. It wouldn't require reconstruction. But the
one thing it would do would be to rebuild that curb lane.
Right now it's very bumpy, it's not a good lane to drive in
in your car or ride in a bus, it's sloped, it's got
cross—-slope when you go over each intersection, so it's a
very uncomfortable lane to ride in when you're in a bus or
in your car. This would allow us to rebuild that and make
it a smooth concrete running surface for parking and for the
bus use.

Next slide.

The stations. This is a couple of options. And
you know, normally the buses have the doors on the
right-hand side; when you pull out in the middle of the
street, you have a station that's on the right-hand side of
the bus.

The next slide is actually some newer buses that
we're looking at that have the doors on the left side, which
would allow us to operate almost like a light rail line,
where the station would be in the middle the street and the
buses would pick up and drop off on the left side whén

they're running on Wilshire Boulevard; and you would go out
12
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in a crosswalk to the middle of the street and get on.

And again this is very much like Market Street in
San Francisco where the light rail runs out in the middie of
Market Street. It seems to be a better location for the
larger vehicles, farther away from the sidewalk, and they
operate a little bit more safely away from the crosswalks
from the right-hand turn movements and people picking up and
dropping of on the curb.

Next slide.

And of course newer buses. The buses we have out
there are fairly new, they're brand new as of June, but we
even have newer buses that we're looking at that
actually —-- the buses we have now are compressed natural
gas, which pollute a lot less than diesel. These buses,
actually they have electric —- electric-diesel combination,
where they actually operate like an electric bus. They're
very quiet and they have very, very low emissions.

So we're trying to pioneer a new fleet of buses,
and Wilshire Boulevard would want to be a demo program if we
could find a -- not a zero polluting, but close to zero
pelluting in a very quiet bus. These are electric vehicles;
they're very quiet and don't have the roar that you have
with a diesel or oven the noise of a CNG bus.

Next slide.

Exposition. People said, well, MTA owns
13
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right-of-way. It's an old railroad right-of-way that was
purchased 10 years ago. It would be where the old Pacific
Electric Railway ran for many, many years; why don't you use
that? If you're trying to build a transit system to serve
the Westside and you can't build a subway anymore, here's a
natural alignment; it's aboveground, doesn't displace lanes,
and it allows you to get out to the Westside quicker. 1In
fact, it's shorter than Wilshire if you're going from
downtown to Santa Monica.

Next slide.

We have a couple of options there. We have bus
rapid transit, which is the top. We're showing the bus like
we have on Wilshire today. And light rail transit, which is
the lower one. Either one of those options. And along Expo
they have planted medians along a lot of the stretches there
which have grass and trees in them, and this is an option to
keep those medians and put the bus or the train on either
side of those medians. And with the train we could actually
put the tracks right in the grass and make it a part of the
median.

Next slide.

Part of the Expo right-of-way is on the side, you
know, where the street is on one side and the right-of-way
runs along the edge. And in those cases the bus would move

over, and there would be a scund wall along the outside of
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right-of-way where you needed it to protect any homes or

businesses that might be along the route.

Next slide.

We've done a couple of special case studies. This

is in a section of Culver City where we don't know if we

want to be in the center or the side. And

the center

concept actually has landscaping along either side of the

tracks so that it looks like a landscaped median. It could

have grass or it could have trees on either side of it.

Next slide.

And if you're closer to the homes
depress the trackway a little bit, about 4
use the dirt that we dug out and put berms
and landscape those berms so we'd actually
landscape wall with a bike path along this
homes and the trackways; so we have enough
build a bike path and a transit lane.

Next slide.

we could actually
or 5 feet, and

on either side
create a screened
area between the

room out there to

So the Expo BRT, one the decisions our Board has to

make is should it be bus rapid transit or light rail

transit. What about the speed? Actually,

anybody who tries

to travel the Santa Monica Freeway knows how long it takes

to get from the Westside to downtown or vice versa. This

would speed your trip by about 50 percent if you're willing

to get on transit to make that trip.
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We would have to put sound walls wherever we needed
to near residential and other schools and sensitive
receptors. Pedestrian crossings, we want to make this safe,
s0 we would fence the right-of-way so that schoocl children
and kids going to high school and the shopper on the
right-of-way wouldn't cross the tracks; that they would
cross just like you'd cross the streef. We'd have
crosswalks and crossing signs where you would be safe to
cross the right-of-way.

We would alsoc have room for a bikelpath along that
right-of-way. The bike path has actually already been
funded over a good part of the route, but we want to leave
room for it so we can go forward ahead or behind us on this
project.

And then the condition that would detour around
Cheviot Hills was one that was given to us by our Board that
we would not use the right~of-way in Cheviot Hills, but we
would use Venice and Sepulveda Boulevards in the Culver
City-West L.A. area.

Next slide.

So here’s a bus. This is actually a sample of a
bus rapid transit project on an ©ld abandoned railroad
right-of-way. This 1s one that's being proposed for Eugene,
Oregon, right near the University of Oregon. Many of you

know that part of the world. They actually have a lot of
16

HEARINGS
Page 16




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

grass up there because it rains every day. We would
probably have to look for something more drought tolerant in
Los Angeles, but it's a concept where they have a bike path
and a bus way bus in a railroad right-of-way.

Next slide.

And then part of that right-of-way near the
university is in the middle of a street, and they actually
run the buses just like a light rail train in that median
area with rubber tires.

Next slide.

Of course, our example, our first light rail line
was the Long Beach Blue Line which opened in 195%0. It's now
the most heavily used light rail line in the entire country
with I think the last count I heard was close to 64,000
people a day using that line. BAnd we're actually adding a
third train to it. Right now there's two trains -- two cars
per train, and we are actually adding a third car to it to
handle the demand that we have for it. It's become a very,
very popular line.

And then at the stations they are raised up about 3
feet above the ground so you can walk directly into the
cars, and there's no boarding with steps and for handicapped
you can wheel your wheelchair right in and strap it into the
street. Others with baby carriages can use it, and they

even have a lot of bicycles on the trains, so that you can
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actually bike to the train and take your bike with you.

So two things about the Expo right-of-way because
of the long distance and the costs, we're loocking at perhaps
a segment that would go about halfway out to the beach to
about Venice-Robertson 1s what's in the draft EIS that
you've seen, about halfway between downtown and Santa
Monica. We were looking at going either all the way or part
of the way.

And next slide.

We've also been asked to look at a subway segment
of about 6/10ths of a mile, a very, very short subway near
USC and Exposition Park. Any of you that maybe ran in the
L.A. Marathon know that Exposition Boulevard has about
10,000 runners on it once a year and then about 12 or 13
other times a year we have UCLA football games; they have
fairs and all kinds of activities on Exposition Boulevard,
and the University's asked us to respect that pedestrian
zone on ExXposition Boulevard and not build that grade on
Exposition. So we have a couple of options in that area.

This is the bus rapid transit, which in this case
we're proposing to run along the curb lane with a station
just like we had it here on Wilshiré Boulevard, which would
serve the university north and the Museum of Natural History
and the other museums on the scuth.

Next slide.
18
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The light rail here we're actually proposing to run
in the median on the grassy strip with the station out in
the middle of Exposition, in the survey area.

Next slide.

And then the subway would actually be under the
median, where you would come up and you would actually be in
the middle of the boulevard and be able To go north or south
from Exposition.

Next slide.

Just a couple of concluding slides here. I wanted
to let you know the schedule. The first phase was completed
March of last year; that was called the major investment
study. The purpose of that was to say, well, if we're not
going to build a subway in Wilshire or Expo, what are the
options? And we looked at I think there were 8 or 9
different options in that report.

It was narrowed down. The Board hopes we'll look
at the three that we have in the current DEIS. So, since
last April we've been doing the technical studies that led
to that FAT report that you've seen out there, the draft
EIS, and now it's time for us to get response back from the
public.

And we have a comment period that started in early
April; it's going to go until June 15th, where we're trying

to get people to get the executive summary, get copies of
19
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the EIS, and give us your opinion, because frankly,
nothing's going to get going unless there's community
support from the Westside.

If there's a lot of opposition to a project, our
Board just does not the go forward with the preoiects that
have a lot of opposition. And they need toc hear -- if
there's opposition or support, they need to hear that
between now and June 15th, so before they have to get ready
to make their decisions about what to carry into Phase 3,
which is the next phase of the work.

After the public hearings we have a Board meeting
scheduled in late June, probably geing to be June 2Z8th,
currently scheduled, and that's when they actually would
tell us what project we should try to get environmental
clearance for and carry into the next phase.

And that's Phase 3, which is the next slide, which
is the final EIS. Raises the final EIS, takes the draft,
takes all the comments to it, and then writes responses to
every single comment that we get on the draft EIS and tries
to answer the questions and answer the concerns that were
raised before any final action is taken on whether to go
forward with the project.

So we'll be starting that final EIS shortly after
June and try to complete by the end of the year, along with

our preliminary engineering for any project that gets
20
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cleared to next phase of work, we'll complete the
preliminary engineering and bring that back, and that will
be the time that the Board will adopt later in this year or
next year. And at that point we'll be ready to actually go
into the final design and construction of the project.

The earliest we can start construction would be in
about 2003; earliest we can have anything up and running
would be about 2005. So if you remember the subway
timeiines, they were seven or eight years; this is actually
much faster than your aboveground. We can actually get the
project and up and operating a lot sooner when we're not
digging the tunnels.

So with that I'd like turn it back to Judge Title
to run our public hearing. We have cards, and I think the
plan was to take them in order received. And if you run out
of cards, we'll take a short break and give people a chance
to fill in more cards. But as long as we have cards, we'l
keep going.

Judge, I'll turn it over to you. -

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

MR. MIEGER: We have cards on the table in the front
over here, and there were cards where you signed in in the
back. And then if anybody doesn't want to speak, you can

just come up and type at a laptop; and we also have comment

sheets that you can take with you and mail in, and the
21
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address is on the mail-in sheet.
And we have -- for those of you who have Internet
access, we have actually the entire draft EIS is on the

Internet. You can go to www.MTA.net, and you can find the

‘entire document there, and you can actually go into that

site. It says MTA, and it has transit corridors. You click
on transit corridors and then go in and click on Mid-City
Westside, and then it has project information, it has a
place where you can actually give comments via the web, and
also it has the full document. So you can read it there if
you don't want to go to the library or you don't want to
actually haul one of these 10-§ound documents around with
you.

So thanks so much for coming tonight, and we look
forward to hearing your comments.

THE JUDGE: Good evening. I'm pleased to be able to
participate with you tonight in this public hearing so you
can express your views concerning the Mid-City Westside
Transit Corridor.

Let me just quickly go over some of cur ground
rules which we want to follow so we can give everybody an
opportunity to be heard here.

You, of course, have already heard about the cards.
If you need some more cards, you c¢an get them over there. I

have several that have been turned in already, and we're
22
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going to call those cards. And when you come forward,
please come up to the microphone and give us your name and
address before you begin. And please limit your remarks to
three minutes. We'll let you know when the three minutes is
up. In order to make certain everybody has an opportunity
to be heard it's important, though, we limit it to the three
minutes each. So please respect that limitation.

Now, the MTA cannct respond to your inquiries here,
any questions here. But you can, if you like, submit
written questions or on th2 computers, which will be
hopefully responded tc when the report is made by the MTA
after June 15th.

So we will start with the first card, which is Mary

LIS

E. Booth.
MS. BOCTH: Thank you for the information that I was o
able to pick up as I arrived.
And I prefer the Alternative 3, Wilshire BRT and
Exposition ~-
MR. MIEGER: Step back just a little from the
microphone, please.
Thank you.
MS. BOOTH: -- Wilshire BRT and Exposition LRT.
Alternative 2, that's the one I prefer.

I 1ive in Santa Monica, and I've traveled on the

Wilshire line, and 1've traveled down to -- parked my car at
23
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the Green Line and taken the Green Line to the Blue Line to
go to Long Beach. And that is a wonderful line, and I'm
very grateful to be able to do that.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Matt Kelly. Matt Kelly.

MR. KELLY: I also support Alternate 3. I think MTA has
got a lot of mileage out of the Rapid Bus system, mostly
with marketing campaigns and new shiny red buses and bus
stop accoutrements, which 1s good. But I think there’'s
better ridership projecticns and fastsr travel times along

Exposition corridor using a light rail system.

We hear a lot about the BRT touted as almost like a |
light rail line, but it really isn't., And a lot of the
advantages or features of BRT, with all due respect to
David's presentation, are also things that LRT, light raiil,
can also provide, as well, with -- instead of articulated
buses we get trains that have more capacity, we have
enhanced stations Jjust like we do bus stops but even better;
we can also enhance traffic signals to make it safe along
crossings that aren't grade separated. New landscaping, of

course, can also be tied in with light rail and off-street

parking, of course. "#

And we already have examples of bus ways that don'tk
work, like the billion dollar mistake on Harbor Freeway that

nocbody rides. So let's avoid making another mistake and go
24
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with light rail.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE:; Thank you.

Pete Nicholson.

MR. NICHOLSON: Hi. My name is Pete Nicholson. I live
in Hollywood.
And I am for Alternative 3, or whatever you want
to call. No. 3. I think we should have light rail.

Also, I would like to suggest using Venice
Bcrilevard as a Metro Rapid Bus line. They have three lanes
going in each direction. They also have side medians and
parking beyond those side medians. So the MTA Board hasn't
even looked at Venice Boulevard, and that's where I think
Metro Rapid would affect more of the ridership even there.

They should consider that as an alternative in
addition to, if they come up with the money. I know this is
all based on finances and trying to get the money from,
like, Sacramento and D.C. and locally is like probably
chopping off an arm and a legq.

But also the L.A. Times on April 28 came out in
support of light rail, and I think the current Board is just
set on buses, buses, buses. And they have to fight cars and
the wheole issue here, I think, if I remember a couple -- the
February 2000, I think the projectibns for more cars on the

Westside alone was 2500 a year. And if that's true, even
25
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half of that, a thousand a year would be, you know, where
are they going? That's 5,000 more cars in five years, and I
think it's going to be a parking liot pretty soon.
So I'm for the light rail, and I'm also -~ actually
I'm for the subway, but that will never be, I guess, at
Wilshire.
So thank you, very much.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
I'm not certain of this cone. It looks like Woody
Rosner?
MR. ROSNER: Good evening, and thank you very much for
letting me speak.
I'm in favor of the Exposition -- the Exposition
light rail line. The reason I say that is because we have a
right-of-way on Exposition Boulevard that it was cut and
paved by Rodeo and Crenshaw. I live Hollywood. And I
figure that if we have our right-of-way, we can have a light
rail going down Exposition Boulevard to -- well, it says
here will start at USC. But I would think that if we have
it like that, 1ight rail, it would help everybody go down to
the Museum of Science and Industry and Exposition Park, and
it would double or triple the ridership of that line.
Thank you, very much,.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Rudyard Clark.
26
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MR. CLARK: Yes. My name is Rudyard Clark. I'm a
native of Los Angeles.

And I'm all for a light rail project. The light
rail project is going down Exposition Boulevard corridor.
I'm all for that light rail particularly. The only comment
I have about the project would be if it were to -- the
subway portion near USC, if it possibly could be extended a
little farther west for safety reasons and to help speed up
the line.

And also I have commsnts on other projects, too.
The Blue Line, Long Beach to Los Angeles Blue Line, there's
been a number of fatalities there since 1990. If perhaps
maybe grade separations could be added, maybe a subway cut,

uncovered subway situation on the Blue Line between downtown

Los Angeles and city of Long Beach. *J\

No. 3, create a branch to the Long Beach Blue Line
in the city of Long Beach that would go east into the
central portion of the city of Long Beach to Long Beach
Airport, Cal State University of Long Beach, and all the way
to Orange County line.

And No. 4, extend the Metro Green Line through the
city of Norwalk as a subway and all the way to Orange
County.

No. 5, create a light rail from Moreno Valley in

the county of Riverside through central Riverside through
27
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southern Ontario, southern Pomona, northern Diamond Bar
through the heavy traveled corridor of the 60 freeway.

and I used to do currier route in that area, and
over the years that freeway's backed even more in terms of
traffic.

So create that light rail that will go all the way
from that point up to maybe El Monte Station and eventually
into downtown Los Angeles. |

And that is it. Thank you, very much.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

L

THE JUDGE: Ralston Regan.
MR. REGAN: Yes. Hi. My name is Ralston Regan, and 1
live in the Santa Monica area.

The Wilshire corridor needs can only be met by
subterranean construction. That is a subway. All you bus
riders, whatever you do to treat the system and add more
buses or tandem whatever, will only add a few more years.
Whether it's 5 years from now or 10 years from now or 20
years from now, you're going to have to come back to the
situation. We're going to need a subway. We've got to come
to grips with this.

Now, subways are a bad word in Los Angeles because ]
what happened with the Red Line. Now, what happened with

the Red Line is, No. 1, you had a poor set of plans. Noboedy

knows how to draw plans anymore. The plans aren’'t adequate.
28

HEARINGS
Page 28

7

Y



0

11

12

13

14

15

le

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

They don't adeguately lay out what needs to be done.

So you have a whole bunch of -—- when Ron Tudor goe§_

in and starts the construction, they have to send in
hundreds and thousands of RFIs; that's requests for
information. The plans don't detail what we have to do
here, so they have to go back to the architects, the
engineers, and say, request for information. That's a
change order. More money beyond the bid. Beyond what the
bid for that section of tunnel. That's the extras. That's
what drives up costs, okay.

No. 1, core drilling. Drill cores in the roadway
every 10 feet if you have to, then you know what you have
for subterranean scoil situations there.

No. 2, the machinery purchase. You purchase the
right kind of drilling mechanisms so you don't get the drill
caught in the Hollywood Hills like that drill was caught
that time when the rocks caved in on it, see. Okay.

No. 3, working plans. An adequate set work plans
to 1imit the number of RFIs.

No. 4, repeated plan checks before bidding to limit
the number of RFIs. When the engineers and architects are
drawing up these plans, you have your own men checking over
these and say, well, look, these plans aren't working plans
right here. We need more detail here.

No. 3, construction oversight by a board of
29
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engineers with prior experience in subterranean construction
and not by politicians. Pecliticians are interested in one
thing. They like plan paying contributions from the
construction companies so they can get re-elected. Okay.

I suggest you go around the world, Eurcpe, Asia,
Japan, and you collect a whole bunch of engineers --

THE JUDGE: Your time is up, Mr. Regan.

Thank you, very much, Nﬂ

MR. REGAN: -- who had prior experience in drilling
tunnels. Okay.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Leonard Wines,

MR. WINES: My name is Lecnard Wines. I live in Sierra

Bonita, not far from Wilshire Boulevard. #*

And indeed, the red buses are a success, clearly.
I've never seen one go by on Wilshire that wasn't packed to
the gills.

Of the three plans in this community updatre, I
would favor Plan 3. And the only thing I want to respond to
are the two design options given in this leaflet for the
Wilshire Boulevard corridor.

Design option A, which i1s labelled here as the bestﬂ
design -- having majored English, of the two designs it's
the better design, according to MTA —- it says will maintain

up to one~half of all left-turn pockets. That implies over
30
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half of the left-turn pockets now on Wilshire would be done
away with. That's impossible. If anything, we need
left-turn pocket at every intersection in the city, and I'm
a believer that they need a left-turn arrow at every

—

left-turn signal.

So design option B maintains all existing medians, -
maintains all left-turn pockets. 1It's clearly the better of
the two options.

Thank you.

T4E JUDGE: Thank vyou. —

Bruce Campbell.

MR. CAMPBELL: Good day. Thanks for this opportunity to
address you on the Westside transit situation.

A number of decades ago there was a rail transit
initiative on the ballot and I woke up and it was a
beautiful, clear day, and I was thinking, oh, no, people
aren't going to vote for rail transit -- a beautiful, clear
day. I want it smoggy today. That one lost.

'

First of all, the MTA needs to meet the court order

to supply lots of clean fuel buses in the very near future.

That's first priority and needs to guard against cost /J

overruns.

I was -- due to my concern about ~- it seems like

corruption caused overruns especially in the Red Line subway

of the MTA, I was initially opposed to that Expo light rail
31
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line even though owning the right-of-way made a lot of sense
to me. I also ride the buses. I rode the Rapid Wilshire
Bus here today. However, then I realized that a lot of
Westsiders think they're sort of hot stuff, and thus you
need an SUV to be a person or something.

Anyway, 1 think some of them might think even if
something's supposed to be a Rapid bus there seems to be a
slight middle class increase on the Rapid bus on Wilshire --
I think a lot of the Westsiders might think, well, it's
below me or something to ride a bus down Venice or Expo

route; however, I think they'd be fairly impressed enéugh to

[

get them on trains for the light raillyﬂgo I do support the

Expo light rail line, after all, a very sensible route.
Seems like whether it's fixing some of Palisades
Park or fixing up Santa Monica Boulevard in West Hollywood
to extend -- have handicap ramps and a few places for trees
and change the curb arrangemenit takes so long, and I'm sure

heavy cost overruns.

As far as Wilshire goes, I think the curb lanes at —\

least in, say, from 3:30 to 7:15 and —— or, well, start in
the morning at 7:30 to -~ 7:30 to 9:30 or 10:00 and then
3:30 to a 1little after 7:00 in the evening, seems like curb
lanes are more sensible unless you're in the mortuary
business and want everyone to get on and off the bus in the

middle of Wilshire and get run over as you're trying to make
32
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it to the sidewalk. .N_Ygﬁ“

Also, 1 oppose the proposed subway around USC, Expo

Park due to my concern about graft and cost overruns and

—_—]

also --

—

THE JUDGE: Your time is up, Mr. Campbell. Please wind

—

it up.

——d

MR. CAMPBELL: -- also I urge you note herbicide use in
landscaping and some sound walls would be a graffiti magnet,
the city of Berkeley proposed to Caltrans a living sound
wall where foliage could —-

THE JUDGE: Let's wind it up, Mr. Campbell, please.

I3

?34

sl

]

-

MR. CAMPBELL: -~- feoliage could absorb the sound rather
than have the wall and just reflect it around to be a ~—
graffiti magnet. —

b
Thank ycu.
3P
THE JUDGE: Thank you. —

Frank Bettger.

MR. BETTGER: My name is Frank Bettger, Friends For
Expo. I live in Westwood.

I support Alternative 3 because it's the only
viable option we have on the Westside to alleviate the
traffic congestion.

I would like to point out that as of today I just
checked with the MTA, the latest figures show that the Blue

Line now has 62,500 riders per day average. That's daily
33
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boardings. That's up substantiaily for the last couple of
months.- The Green Line now has 26,750 riders per day.

And I think this would be a wonderful opportunity
to be able to transfer from downtown Los Angeles to the
Westside on the Exposition Light Rail. The Exposition Light
Rail has the second densest corridor here in the Los Angeles
County area.

And we've seen things like in San Diego, where they
have actually a far less dense pobulation corridor, where
the San Diego troll: has been extremely successful. They
now have 88,000 riders a day riding the San Diego trolly.
Portland Max, which has even a far less density than we
have, Portland, Oregon, has 71,000 riders.

So with our dense population here, the fact we have |
more than 350,000 vehicles a day on the gridlocked Santa
Monica Freeway, I support the light rail on Exposition.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Steve Twining.

MR. TWINING: Good afternoon. My name is Steve Twining,
and I happen to live in Bel Air. West -- I'm one of those
Westsiders he was referring to. _

First of all, I'd like to point out that after the
earthquake they were able to repair the bridge in a matter
of a hundred days. I dbn't know why it'*s going to take

three years to complete this project. I think it could be
34
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done a lot faster than that.

This is -- for this city to be a world-class city,
we need to have rapid transit. We need some north-south
rapid transit up the San Diego Freeway and the north-side
corridor connecting to an east-west line that goes from the

Red Line cut Warner Center.

There are plans for the airport expansion. Ballona qQ

Creek, I think I read 50,000 people. The Veterans
Administration wants to Manhattanize and build highrises in
the Veteran's Administration propesrty. UCLA currently has
an EIR going for an additional 1500 parking spaces.

We need some rapid transit from UCLA to the
airport.

I'm in favor of Alternative 3, but I think we need
a lot more on the Westside. We need vans going up and down
the canyons. There's also to be a new building at
Barrington and Wilshire, 23 stories, that's going to create
more congestion. I understand in New York City that a
system has been built from the airport to downtown
Manhattan. We need something like that out here.

And 1 also understand there are to be 800,000 more
people in the city of L.A. in the next 10 years, so you guys
have your work cut out for you.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.
35
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Vaughn Babcock.
MR. BABCOCK: My name is Vaughn Babcock, and I live in
I.os Angeles on Shenandoah Street.
I've lived in the Los Angeles area near this

corridor that you're proposing for about 30 years, and

within walking distance for about 13 years. _1

I'm very much in favor of the light rail proposal
along Exposition Boulevard, and I very strongly support

that. And as a neighbor, as a user —- potential user, I

just want to lend my support to that.[ﬁgg;gjﬁin suppert of

others who have spoken here, even though it's a side issue,
I would support a subway along the Wilshire corridor to
Santa Mconica from downtown Los Angeles.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Lauri Jutila.
MS. JUTILA: My name is Lauri Jutila.

I'm in favor of the light rail project along

Exposition. | I grew up in the East where I rode the Erie

L.akawana (phonetic)} from the suburbs of New Jersey into New
York City. Erie Lakawana is a passenger train. That rail
used very old technolegy. In fact, the trains I rode in
1990 were designed by Thomas Edison. And they worked quite
well.

I'm concerned about the ideas of mag-lev (phonetic)

and diesel electric and even compressed natural gas. The
36
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fact is that these alleged technologies are problematic.

The natural gas buses are broken more often than they're

. ~
working.

So light rail is a proven technology, and it's an 7
older technology that works well and is gquiet and peollution

free, and I'm in favor of that. i

——

Along Wilshire, if you were to put in scome type of
transit, to have it go down the middle I think is preferable
to along the sidewalks because I think along the sidewalks
is intimidating to the pedestrians and that the  Vilshire
corridor is trying, as is the Pico corridor, to become more
pedestrian friendly. So putting down the center of the
boulevard is preferable.

Thank you, very much. _

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

S
Scott Sookman.
MR. SOOKMAN: My name is Scott Sookman. T live
in Hollywood. .

medians, leaving the medians and having the buses run there.

I am in favor of the buses, I think, running in thé‘}
@

e

Light Rail, and I think the best reason was given by David

in his presentation, which is the Blue Line as being the

However, I'm really here to give my support for the Expo 'f>
@T

most popular light rail in the countryz Even if the

Exposition line doesn't quite reach that level, it's still
37
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going to be wildly popular and the technology is the
cleanest, fastest way to go. It's the cleanest, fastest
thing available.

I think a lot of the Westsiders are, not to
stereotype, but are more environmentally aware, and they
would be willing to get out of.their cars go into a train
that's all electric and is wvery clean.

Another argument that I don't think has been
advanced enough is I think a world-class city needs a
world-class rail transit system.

There's a site on the Internet that I go look at,
and it has maps of varicus subway and light rail systems of
cities all over the world, and it's kind of disappointing
when you pull up that L.A. map and it's just three little
sticks sticking out. So I think we need to beef up that
map.

But alse I'd iike to throw in my two cents and with
many other people who have gotten up here and said, you
know, eventually what we're going to have to do is put in a
subway. And I want everyone setting in this room to mark my
words, and be it in 5 years or 10 years or 15 years, we're
going to be sitting in this room again, and we're going to
be talking about the subway extending from Wilshire-Western
out to meet the Expo Rail Line at Sepulveda.

S50 let's do it sooner than later.
38
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Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Rick Waters. Rick Waters.

Not here. Okay.

Robert Cheeseboro.

MR. CHEESEBORO: My name 1s Robert Cheeseboro. 1 live
one block north of the Exposition line at 36th Street and
one block ecast of Crenshaw at Bronson Avenue, so I know wh
this line is.

I was at the dedicaticon of this system back in th
early '70s when Tom Bradley came in., This line, in fact,
was designated as the Yellow Line. It was considered a ve
important line. It was an east-west line. You have the
nerth-south, the Blue Line, and of course the Red Line.

This line was bought because it's there. It goes
all the way. This is not a case that you're going to have
to fight a bunch of people to get a right-of-way. 1In fact
since that dedication, you now have the Cur Lady of Angels
Church downtown -- these are all pedestrian venues in my
opinion -- you have the Disney; you have the Staples Cente
you've got the tremendous investment of around $10 billion
at USC and its facilities; you've got Staples; you've got
the new Exposition Science Center; you've got the museums
there, and now you have what I consider to be the most

important magnet, which is the new West Angeles Church of
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God and Christ. That is a pedestrian venue. 5000 seats,
which is double Our Lady of Angels Church downtown.

And now, of course, everybody knows what's on the
Westside of that plan. And as long as you have Park and
Ride at Robertson and at Sepulveda, you've got an ideal way
to get out of your car, for those people who live on the
Westside, and go downtown and enjoy yourself and walk around
and be able not to fight parking your car.

I wanted to point out a couple of things. The
right-of-way is there. What's important is it already
exists underneath the new freeway construction at the
Coliseum~-USC complex. Forget about subway. It's never
going to happen. And you don't need to. That line was
purchased prior to anybody talking about putting trees or
anything on it. It existed. And it was purchased by MTA
for the purpose that we're talking about here.

I want to also point out that in the new census I
understand there's something like 19,000 people per square
mile in my area. And you can look at my area as everything
from perhaps La Brea east to the Harbor Freeway. So there's
a density. We have mature north-south lines along all of
those mile stops that are designated here. This is a line
that will work. I think it's probably the only one built
like this. BAnd I'm not a pessimist, but I don't think

———i

you'll see another one built.
40
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So let's build it, let's get the traffic off the
Santa Monica Freeway, let's make it possible for the entire
mix of people racially and economically to enjoy this line.

Thanx you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Linda Bradshaw.

MS. BRADSHAW: Hi. My name is Linda Bradshaw, and I
live south of the Exposition rail line that you're
proposing.

And I'm very grati:iied to know that you've got an
elevated section over La Clenega, because that's supposed to
be the most -- the busiest intersection in the nation, with
millions of cars going through there a day. But I would
wonder why you don't have the elevated section going all the
way down. When we have a beautiful city like Los Angeles,
not to have a monorail is a travesty.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Patricia Bell Hurst.

MS. BELL HURST: Good afterncon. I'm cone of those city
slickers that came from New York and Chicago because I went
to college there, and I moved out to Los Angeles in 1957 at
the request of one of my sorority sisters. My mother said
why do you want to go there? They're still in, you know,

brick roads and wagons and cowboys and Indians. It can't be

7
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that bad.

Well, Los Angeles was a city in '57 and '58. We
had Shell 0il -- we had all the major o0il companies, we had
the best restaurants, bars. Everything you could think of
for a young college girl was downtown L.A.

But unless you have the political will, if MTA does
not have the political will behind them and the funds, we're
all sitting here smoking the wrong kind of grass, because
it's not going to happen.

When the voice downtown, .thich were the ones that
owned all the oil companies, and there was, like, 15 of them
then, in the '50s and '60s. The Auto Club and the Chamber
of Commerce said, not a chance, we'll put this on the back
burner. It's been on the back burner since 1957.

S0 1f this is the speed that we're going ~- I'm
assuming that most everybody in this room is over 39 -— we
aren't going to live to see these things happen unless, one,
there's the political, and secondly, there's the funding.

And today I asked about the funding. And I'm all
for Exposition because I took that route when we were going
down to the Olympics for the opening and closing ceremonies,
and there was nobody on Exposition. I said, did somebody
drop a bomb and I'm the only one driving down Exposition?

Is this impossible?

It worked. Now, I would personally take whatever
42
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transportation if they had a north-south. 2As Mr. Twining
said, there is ncothing north-scuth. However, I would love
to be able to go back downtown and have dinner up at the top
of the o©ld Occidental building, which has a great panorama
view of the city and the ccean. Not a chance. You can't
get east and west in a decent time.

I gave up my Hollywood Bowl tickets, my Dodger
tickets and -- what was the other thing I gave up? -- oh,

Philharmonic, because it's not worth going downtown to leave

* West L.A. at 5:00 oc'eclock, sit in traffic for two hours,

then try to have your dinner or whatever you're having, and
then by 8:00 o'clock you are half asleep in the theater, you
get out at 10:00, and you might get home by 11:00. That's
the fastest you're going to move after 10:00.

So I applaud the MTA for all their wonderful
graphics and their drawings, but unless they have the county
Beoard of Supervisors and the appointees by the mayor, we're
all in the wrong place. We should be drinking at Tom
Bergen's down the street. Because this isn't going to
happren.

And I appreciate your time, and I'm an optimist,
believe it or not.

THE JUDGE: Elana Buegoff.
MS. BEUGOFF: Hi. I want to go on reccrd as supporting

the Exposition light rail.
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THE JUDGE: Speak up a little, please.

MS. BEUGQFF: 1 support the Exposition light rail.| I

also support articulated buses down Wilshire Boulevard.

However, I do not support a 24-hour dedicated bus lane if itl

is along the curb. I'd like to see parking there during

non-rush hours.| A subway line down Wilshire, I didn't

consider it until it was mentioned here. That would be
fantastic, and that's really the only long-term, multi-model
solution for Los Angeles.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Richard Rhodes.

MR. RHODES: I think Ifm going to be basically saying
the same thing that everyone else is saying, that any mass
transit we could use, whatever it is, just give it to us.
Go ahead and start working on it.

And if we don't do a subway, we will do it some
day. Maybe not in our lifetimes, but if vou don't do it
down Wilshire Boulevard, you're making a big mistake. And
every one of these businesses, Beverly Hills, Santa Monica,
everyone needs it.

And you look the red buses that are going now, I
mean, those things were moving like bullets. Sooner or
later they're going to take out a whole slew of people.
They are. They move so fast. And, you know, it's a

liability for the City.
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Put the thing underground. It's going to cost us a
fortune, it will. Do it. Build the other route to the
Exposition route. Build it all. Whatever we can do, we
need it. This city needs mass transit. We're going to die
in our cars.

THE JUDGE: Dana Gabbard.
MR. GABBARD: Good evening.

Can you hear me?

You know, by the way, somebody pointed out having
the speaker next to the mic isn't a good idea. That's where
the feedback problem is probably.

My name is Dana Gabbard. I'm executive secretary
of Southern California Transit Advocates. I'm a
self-educated transit wonk and I'm a bus rider, came here on
a Rapid Bus.

My concern about Wilshire is that BRT seems to me
very premature to be considered to this point. We've just
gotten this new service and a lot of proposals for
improvements to it. And to suddenly to make this quantum
leap to a radical new idea for this region and to actually
prioritize buses, I love the idea, but I just think it’'s a
little ahead of the politics.

And I understand that we have a problem here. We
have a full-funded grant agreement with our friends in

Washington D.C., and it's-a very complicated thing about how
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you can spend the money, etc., and it's sort of dﬁiving the
whole process. But it seems to me that we shouldn't be
driven totally by that, because I just don't see right now
on Wilshire doing a 24-hour facility. I think it doesn't
call for that. The Rapid buses after 9:00 p.m., zip down no
faster than the. local buses, because 1it's really not the
same traffic problem.

When you look at a regional system, which is what
we're working towards, what you really see —— the important
thing -~ is about the Exposition line as part of a seamless
web of rail lines with the Pasadena line being built, the
BEastside line being prepared, that we can reach into enocugh
of the area that we can reorient our thinking. Because
sprawling is unsustainable; that we have to look at how we
can reorient ourselves and change the way we think of our
region. And I understand that these are great challenges,
and lot of people's assumptions are going to be challenged,
and that's not going to make me a lot of friends. But we
just have to find a way to make this region work
economically, mobility-wise, etc.

And the prioritization, we do need to improve the
bus service on Wilshire —- it’'s a heavy line; I use it every
day myself -- and that Alternative 3, as best we can work it
to provide some better service on Wilshire and to look at

the Exposition line, because this is an incredible
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opportunity.

When Utah was buying their right-of-way, there was
a Republican on the board of the Utah Transportation
Authority who said, I'm opposed to light rail, but I'il
aprrove and vote for buying a right-of-way because it is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity of that facility. And it's
there and I think we just have to take an opportunity, build
it out to the Westside, and it's just going to work like a
dynamo.

THE JUDGE: Thank you, Mr. Gabbard.

MR. GABBARD: Thank you, very much, sir.

THE JUDGE: Eii Mark.

MR. MARK: Hello. My name is Eli Mark. I live right
over there in Park La Brea.

First of all, I want to say that L.A. is the
greatest c¢ity in the world. And I was looking at Yahoo
today, and Yahoo said that L.A. has the worst traffic
conditions in the country. It's not cool.

I also want to ask a question. Whatever happened
to LAX? Now, if I were toc fly in to L.A. and get into LAX,
for me to get from there to there, public transportation, I
would have to take a shuttle to the Green Line, the Green
Line to the Blue Line, the Blue Line to the Red Line, the
Red Line out to Western, and take the bus and then walk over

to my apartment. That's kind of crazy, all right.
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First of all, I want to say -- and now forgive me
if I'm misquoting my history here, but I could have sworn
that about a hundred years ago the Pacific Electric had
trains running all over the city. And then oil barons or
something said, Let's get rid of it because we want
automobiles. That might have been cool for the '20s, but
it's not cool now.

Let's not talk about 5, 10, 20, let's talk about a
hundred years from now. Let's talk about our children's
children's children. What's going to happen to L.A. then?
This is joke. This is no laughing matter. Choosing between
these three situations is like choosing between the last
candidate in the last election. I don't really care about
any of them, okav.

We need a subway, we need a monorail, we need
whatever it takes. Let's get creative here. Let's be like
Vegas. Let's do whatever we have to do. This is L.A. we
can make it happen, all right.

This gentleman is a genius talking about the subway
system. ZLet's think about that. Let's get some real public
transportation here. More buses, that's crazy. Because |
eventually at some point we're going to have to build the
subways. We're going to have to do something. So let's get
a little more creative, let's get a little more adventurous,

and let's make it happen.
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Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Rod Sprott.
MR. SPROTT: I'm Rod Sprott. I'm administrator of a
Presbyterian church and live in Hollywood.

And I take the Red Line to work not every day but a
lot of days. Do I have to? No. I do it because I want to.
It takes me about twice as long, but when I get there along
the way I have talked to people, I have visited, it's just
like -- it seems like the day starts without a lot of
stress.

To have a subway system going all over the city,
like other comments have been made, would be great. But it
isn't going to happen right now. But things like the
Exposition line, I think, is a wonderful idea.

I'm one who will ?ide the train. I don't ride the
bus. I don't have anything against buses, but it's not
going to work for me. And I'm sure that's true with a lot
of other people, and if part of it is to get us out of the
cars, then build the damn trains. You know. It's not a
problem to do it. Just do it.

I go downtown a lot of times. It's a lot faster
to take the subway. You don't have to worry about parking,
you just get on the train, you go, you get there, you get
back, and you don't have to pay to park. It's a lot

cheaper. There are a lot of advantages to having the rail
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lines.

I hope all of you took the subway to Western and
then took the Rapid Bus over here this afternoon. I'm sure
all of you did that. Right. I take the Rapid bus, too, and
then I'd get to Fairfax right here and take what I call the
chugga-chugga bus to go home, because that's the way you
have to do it.

And to go to stop all way, vou know, like, to go
the LAX route, you know, as was commented on, is absurd. 1
think we can build a subway, build light rail, build subways
and just get it done.

And one final comment. I'd like to ask, why does
MTA insist on having the Pasadena line, the Blue Line, when
it doesn't connect to the Long Beach Blue Line? Are we just
frying to add more confusion to an already screwed up
system?

Thank vyou.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Kenneth 3. Alpern.

MR. ALPERN: Good evening.

In reference to the fact that we are now the most
congested city in the nation, all I can say is, hey, we're
No. 1.

My name is Ken Alpern. I'm a physician working

with the La Vita Medical Group. I'm a dermatologist.
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Most of my patients are mainly Medi-Cal, mostly
transit dependent, Most of them are African American and
Latino. And I am very, very well aware when they come in
after a long bus ride, having offices in Culver City and
downtown L.A., they are coming from all over L.A. County to
see me, and they are exhausted. I'm also very well aware of
how exhausted my patients are that have cars, because
they've also gone through an ordeal, as well.

And all I can say is I think the person who pays
taxes in the middle of the c¢ity or East L.A. has the right
to vigit the beach without having to rely on a car. I think
that people who ride in a car every day have the right to
find an alternative that doesn't have to make them élways
live their life, eat, talk on a cell phone. I mean, there's
a reason why people are doing more in their cars; it's
because their lives are simply being taken away from them.

And as for the rail and subway, I commend those who
have talked about the subway for Wilshire. I cannot agree
with you more, sir. These -- the subway carries more than
any form of transit for Wilshire. For Wilshire
specifically, you can either build it the first time or
build it later on; you're going to need to build a subway on
Wilshire. And that is why I urge you to separate that as
best you can from the issue of the Expo line, which is a

no-brainer. It's right here in front of us. I think they
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are two separate issues but they are related.

T think the light rail is a wonderful thing. We
have the right-of-way. I think it is a gift we should not
turn away. If you build a bus way, it will max out, and
then you're going to have to build a light rail later on. I
urge you to spend things right the first time. Taxpayers
understand the long-term investment if it's built quickly
and built well.

Lastly, I just want to point out that possibly
something in the final EIRS had mentiocned if it is cheaper
with faster transit time, to reconsider the Cheviot Hills
issue with regards to the right-of-way. I'm active in Mar
Vista, I live in West L.A., and 1 want light rail hitting
West L.A. and Culver City if there's a political will.

But I would also like know if it is going to be
cheaper to reconsider that, as well as a quicker transit
time, to get more people ocut of their cars. I am for the
Expo line. I hope you are in agreement.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Let me remind you, please, when you come up, not
only give you name but also your address. That will help
us.

Milton Slade.

MR, SLADE: I'm Milt Slade, and I live at 43 Park Avenue

in Venice.
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I have one question, then I'll get into the Expo.
Why aren't there rest rooms on the system at the present
time? It's a disgrace to the senior citizen and everybody
else. There's not on the Blue Line, Red Line, Green Line,
so plan ahead. That's my first complaint.

Now let's get down to what I really came here for.
The Expo line is excellent. T approve of it 100 percent.

My only fall in the problem is since Cheviot Hills or Rancho
Park does not want that system and you're going down Venice
Boulevard, why turn at Sepulveda? Why don't you go all the
way down Venice Boulevard? You've got the right-of-way,
you've got the width street -- there was a right~of-way for
railroads and trains for the last 75 to B0 years when the
Red Cars ran down there ~- and turn at Lincoln and go into
Santa Monica from that point. The advantage would be —-- and
I'm not an engineer, don't get me wrong; I'm a gardener by
trade -- by turning at Lincoln you could always tie into the
Green Line and touch into LAX. So it would make a nice web
of wonderful transportation for the whole south and
Westside.

Venice Boulevard has the right-of-way in the middle
of the street or on the side. It's wide enough plus you're
not taking any real estate, you're not going intoc any homes,
you're not -- and it's all -- mostly, I should say, 295

percent or maybe more, business. Commercial zone.
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Please look at that as a possibility instead of

turning at Sepulveda. And by the way, you are aware of from

Sepulveda west there's no more right-of-way. It was all

so0ld off already. So it does not belong to the MTA anymore.

So that means tearing out homes, losing tax dellars, and the

other things that's involved with it.
Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Thomas Ryan.

MR. RYAN: My name is Thomas Ryan. I live at Expo and

Sawtelle, right under the freeway.

I've grown up in L.A. riding public transit, and

I've wondered to myself, I've seen the Blue Line full, I‘'ve

seen buses with 60, 70 people on it, and you tell people
that we don't -- people tell me that we don't need light
rail, we don't need more transit, and they've never been o
a bus with 60 or 70 psople. They've never seen these trai
that are just full. At rush hour you can't even get a sea
S0 I'm wondering to myself, why? It's there, and all you
is take a picture. 1It's full. The bus is full, the train
is fuil.
So the real problem is that homeowners'

associations, the people downtown, the MTA board, they're
not controlled by us. I mean, 998 percent of us today have

come up here and said, we need this, we need this. But

n
ns
t.

do
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that's not the same voice that's getting downtown.

I mean, I've worked, I'm a poly-sci major; i've
been downtown, I see who talks to these people. It's not
us. I mean, no one has said, we don't know light rail. Yet
we still don't have it. We don't have any transit
alternatives.

We need to make sure that our voice is heard
downtown. We could be here all day. A lot of people have
said, we'll be here next year, saying that we need this
transit. It's not going to happen.

I think the new station on Sawtelle is right next
to my house. I would have ridden it going to SMC when I
went there; I'd ride it down to the Staples Center. 1It's
not a question of whether it's going to be full or not with
these trains; it's a question of can we get them to build
it? And once we do build it, I don't think they'll be able
to run enough trains down there.

I mean, there's so many people on the Pico bus, on
the Venice, on the Wilshire buses that would come to this
train if we didn't --

Should be talking to you guys. I'm sorry. You're
the ones that I'm sitting here trying to convince. If
we —— these guys are already on my side.

But we wouldn't be able run enough trains, and we

could show those people for this Wilshire subway that, you
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know, it's not going to be built now, but if they say, wait,
we have an Exposition line where we can't run enough trains,
no one's saying there won't be an?body on it; they're
saying, wait, we convinced the people in Cheviot Hills that,
you know, that right-of-way that's been there for a hundred
years, when they bought their house, it was there, it's no
surprise.

For Beverly Hills, the reason we don't have a
subway down Wilshire Boulevard is because -- not because of
L.A., because Beverly Hills doesn't want it; because Santa
Monica doesn't want it. You know, we can't curve a subway
around Beverly Hills. They've said they deon't want it. And
so people aren't going to build it halfway up to the city
limits of Beveriy Hills. There's no point. We have to get
these people in Bewverly Hills, Santa Monica, Cheviot Hills,
to support this. And, I mean, that's either not going to
happen, but it's such a small minority, a vocal minority
that says this.

So I don't know. There we go. Light rail down
Exposition as soon as possible.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Glen Billingsly. Glen Billingsly.
SPEAKER: He's at the restaurant.
THE JUDGE: Maybe he's eating at his restaurant. All

right.
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Daniel Walker. Daniel Walker.
SPERKER: He's outside.
THE JUDGE: Well, we'll pass him for a moment. Come
back to him.

Edward Lucheff?

MR. LUCHETTE: Luchette.

THE JUDGE: Luchette, okay.

MR. LUCHETTE: My name is Edward Luchette. I'm from
Culver City.

First of all, I want to say at the outset that I'm
very much in faver of the Exposition line. I come at it
from an angle of a driver. I drive my car and I'm happy in
it, although I'd like less competition on the freeways and
surface streets. And I think this would take a giant step
in accomplishing that.

There's a few —-—- I hear from people a few sort of
superstitions, I think, about mass transit. One is that
it's expensive, we can't afford it; and when you drive vour
car, that's all users pay. And actually, if you look at

surface transportation project, their statistics, their

organization run out of D.C. —-- Washington D.C., they say
that the average -- this was three years ago; I'm sorry,
it's not updated -- but three years age the average cost for

an individual driving his or her car would be about $8500 a

year. That's Fargo, North Dakota, L.A., just the average.
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And also, a third of your taxes for local, county,
federal taxes, a third of all the taxes you pay would go to
vehicle transit to drive in your own car.

And I think an unmentioned group of people in the
whole mass transit situation in Los Angeles that's neglected
that we don't talk about are tourists. You have millions of
tourists that come from all over the world. And they're
used to subways; they're used to light rail, and they're
used to buses, and they're comfortable in all those things.
They're used to it; they're comfortable with it. That's
something that they do every day. And not to mention people
from New York or Philadelphia or Boston.

So when they comé here and they have to rent a car,
you know, I don't know if any of you remember what it was
like to be new in L.A. and have to drive your car and find
your way from the Valley to wherever, and it's a very
confusing thing, and it's worse for tourists. So if you
give them a reliable, safe mass transit system with light
rail, with buses, and with subways, then that would be a
good thing for them also, not just for the people of
us -~ like us that live in Los Angeles County.

That's all I've got to say.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Glen Billingsly.

Daniel Walker.
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SPEAKER: He's right here. Just a minute.
MR. WALKER: Good evening. My name 1s Daniel Walker.
Today I wanted to come down here and talk about Expo.
I'm a member of the Sierra Club transportation
committee, and we're strong proponents of rail

transportation in Southern California and elsewhere.

We've taken a hard look at Exposition and to try to |

determine what the right thing to do there is. Because we
also support buses on occasion, but it looks like light
rail, according to the EIR, will draw substantially more
pecple than a proposed bus way. So we come strongly down on
the side of the light rail option for Expo primarily because
it will take more cars off the Santa Monica Freeway, off the
roads in our area, and it'll also cut pollution
substantially more than the bus way alternative.

Now, I alsc think eventually we'd like to get more
money and move the subway further west. It makes sense to
do that, as well. But I think for this proposal that we're
talking about, there's really only three options on the
table of bus rapid transit down Wilshire or something down

Expo. So the things that are on the table for us to choose

from, it seems like Expo light rail is the best option.

There's, like, 51,000 projected riders; I think it
would be even more than that once you connect into East L.A.

proposed light rail line and the Pasadena line. Already
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there's about a guarter of a million riders on rail in the
L.A. area every day -- every work day. And I think that's
going to go up substantially once east L.A. and Expo go
through.

So we have some concerns exactly how we do it.
Stations have to be designed properly. We may have to go
back to our state senators and maybe even the federal to get
a little more money to do it right based on the budgets that
we've seen. But there should be proper grade separation
over main north-south streets so that the rail is not
competing with cars, because we all have to drive from time
to time, too. I had to come up the Santa Monica Freeway and
Wilshire and get stuck in traffic just maybe like maybe many
of you did. I didn't take the rail today like I normally
would.

But the important thing is that it's got to be
adding to out capacity. 1It's got to be a system that
doesn't create more preblems. And Expo light rail does that
if it's properly grade separated along the route all the way
from downtown past L.A. Trade Tech, who's very supportive,
past USC, all the way down through Culver City, access to
studios down there and good jobs for the inner city people
that live down there.

If you live in the central area there in Crenshaw,

you really need to get to good jobs on the Westside or in
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downtown. Right now on the buses, buses get stuck in
traffic just like all of our cars do.

So the Sierra Club, many environmental

organizations, homeowner groups, churches, schools, are all

saying to us that light rail on Expo is the way to go.
THE JUDGE: Thank you, very much.
MR. WALKER: Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Chris Ford.
MR. FORD: Right here.

THE JUDGE: Chris Ford.

MR. FORD: Thank you. My name is Chris Ford. 1I live on

Selby Avenue right near where Pico and Overland meet.

In 1903 -- I once read that in 1903 it took 35
minutes to get from Santa Monica Beach to downtown L.A.
Blue Line in the early past of the last century took 5
minutes less time to get from Long Beach to downtown L.A.
than it does in this configuration,

The issue of how long it takes to make a trip on
one of these systems is something that's important for me
order to form my comments.

One way to improve the speed, as has been
mentioned, obviously is grade separations. Up in the BRay
Area BART carries 450,000 passengers a day, and I believe

succeeds in great part because it's on its own rail;

the

in

sometimes it's raised like a monorail, sometimes it's grade

61

T

e

Jeof

1758

HEARINGS
Page 61



10

11

iz

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

level, but it is fenced off, grade separated, there’'s no way
a human being or car can touch BART or its third rail, and
you don't want to.

But the point is it goes on its own track, and
nothing stops it except the rain. We could improve on that
here, I think.

Another issue is it seems strange to me that the
Red, Green, and Blue Lines all use different kinds of cars.
I would wish that MTA would be a little more efficient and
maybe use the same kind of car on at least two of the lines
50 we have interchéngeable parts.

And in the same vein, the lines should connect.

Why can't T get on one of these things and go all the way up
to Pasadena? Why do I have to get off two or three times
and change trains? That dcesn't make a lot of sense to me.
And again, it's going to slow down the time, and I'm going
to choose my car if this doesn't save me time -- it doesn't
cost me an extreme amount of time.:

Related. to that, on the existing system the
electronic signs on the platforms, I've been on subways from
as close to San Francisco's Muni to as far away as Moscow.
And I've seen on those signs what they put up are the time
to the next train and its destination. The MTA on its Red
Line puts up an admonition not to take food or drink. I

think we could improve that, too.
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Some other ideas. Little -- no matter where you
put the alignment, you might want use little buses like Dash
buses they have downtown, which are less expense to run énd
could be run more frequently to feed in from the
neighborhoods.

I believe in the Exposition original right-of-way
through Cheviot Hills we shouldn't let a vocal, very small
minority scream and yell and intimidate people away from
doing that. It's more efficient, someone has suggested it's
cheaper, someone has suggested it's faster.

A couple of quick ideas. Split -- the guy with the
idea of Venice, instead of taking it away from Sepulveda,
split it at Sepulveda and send one to the beach and one to
the --

THE JUDGE: Thank you, Mr. Ford.

MR, FORD: Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Bill Mullins.

MR. MULLINS: Hi. Bill Mullins, I live in Hollywood.

And I take Red Line every day to work. So I want
to thank the MTA for the Red Line, although I would like to
suggest that if it might be considered at an MTA board
meeting in the future, to have more seating areas, because
what a large majority of the public does is a big safety
hazard. The earthquake protection is great, but we've got

everyone sitting on the stairs going down, and I think it's
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a disaster waiting to happen.

But having said that -- and maybe that could be
brought up with a closed board meeting in the future -~ I
wanted to support the light rail line.

I also wanted to just echo what someone said
earlier. Subway may be a nice notion, but the fact that it
has to go down Wilshire Boulevard, I'm pretty sure that
still runs through Beverly Hills, and that will never fly.
But in the year 2001 I think we could possibly consider
monoralls because they accomplish the same thing as the
subway.

Evidently, the term seems to be grade separation,
but if light rail or monorail or subways don't have to stop
with the traffic -—- I'm from Boston, and I think that's the
whole point. If you don't have to stop for the traffic,
it's the one thing that gives the Blue Line a black eye.
The Blue Line 1is great. But every once in a while some
joker tries beat the train. It's not the Blue Line's fault,
it's not the MTA's operator's fault, it's the guy that's
going to get hit.

50, anyway, I just wanted to support the light

‘rail. Whether it runs on Exposition or Venice Boulevard

doesn't matter so much to me, but if the City gets to

support the MTA and take certain right-of-way or -—- I'm not
sure of all the language here that everyone else
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knows -- but if the City of L.A. can make it run through
Cheviot Hills or wherever, as long as we don't have to deal
with Beverly Hills, I think that we might have a shot at
getting something that can ride west towards the beach.

And i1f the light rail line will go over quicker
than the monorail, well, then that's fine. And let's just
see how it goes. But I wanted to support whatever will fly
the quickest, because I think after -- it was a miracle
getting the Red Line built, although T love it, and
unfortunately because of different problems, all of which I
don't think have to be blamed on the MTA, I don't think
Beverly Hills or Santa Monica will say, oh, let's deal with
possible sink holes in ouf city as a $6 billion -- or what
am I saying -~ probably $25 billion project is being funded.

So if the light rail line will fly down Venice or a
monorail or whatever, if you guys can do it so it doesn't
have to stop for the traffic, then I think we can sell the
City.

THE JUDGE: Thank you, very much.
MR. MULLINS: Thanks.
THE JUDGE: Richard Tille.
MR. TILLE: My name is Richard Tille “rom West Los
Angeles.
And what he was trying to say like the monorail, we

own the right-of-way along the side of the freeway. And if
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it wasn't for the politicians early on, we would have that
Disneyland monorail.

I support the Exposition with the one problem of,
like the other guy says, we should have Dashes, because on
Sunday some of the Blue buses, you have to wait 30 tec an
hour for a bus because it's Sunday. And on Saturday they up
their time to get to the Exposition, you know.

And the only one that looks feasible, if they're
not going to do the one on Exposition, which it should be
all the way on Exposition, you know, so it's straight. You
know, 1t doesn't -- it's more straighter and it takes
more —- less time.

If they're going to do anything, the only one
that's feasible, if they're going to have something to do
with overcrowding on Wilshire, would be the one down the
center. Because it won't disturb the parking, and it will
go a little bit faster as long as they would have -- at
certain lights they would have the signal to get the lights
to work right so it could go down Wilshire.

And I think that would -- either way they would
have to first address on Saturday and Sunday, to have buses
going south so you can get for, like, Wilshire, Santa
Monica, Pico, you can get down to Exposition to go down
there.

Thank you.
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THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Nikola Maccaferri.

MS. MACCAFERRI: Hi. My name is Nikola Maccaferri. I
live in West L.A. near National and Barrington.

And I would like to express my support for the
Exposition Boulevard route. I would also like to mention
that I've lived in the same location for 17 years, and all
the time that I've lived in that one place, I've worked in
four different cities.

I never -- right now I work in Chatsworth, and I
never dreamed I would ever work in Chatswerth. Fortunately,
I van pool. But the fact of the matter is -- and during the
four years that I've worked in Chatsworth, I have seen
traffic become noticeably worse on the 405 coming into town.

So what I would like to do is 1I'd like to suggest
that everybody embrace the idea of light rail. It works.
Every other major metropclitan city and minor cities are way
ahead of Los Angeles, and I think it's a shame.

And if there's anybody here from Cheviot Hills, I
would say light rail, you're not talking about big diesel
engines that make a2 lot of noise and make the earth rumble.
It's very quiet, and I also know the right-of-way goes
through‘a gully there, so it doesn't affect a lot of
property.

But all I can say is I have a great sense of
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urgency because our city is choking on traffic.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Let me remind you folks that 7:30 will be the
latest time in which you can file a card with us to be
heard. So please bear that in mind.
Norman Loony.
MR. LANE: Lane.
THE JUDGE: Lane.
MR. LANE: Yeah.

From Santa Monica.
THE JUDGE: You got it.
MR. LANE: Yeah.

My name is Norman Lane. I live in the North
Hollywood or Valley Village area. I work in Santa Monica.

I have a perfectly nice car. I have found,
however, that taking the Red Line from North Hollywood down
to Western and taking this Rapid bus is not a bad way to go,
and I take about two to three times a week.

And I think it's a good system, but frankly the
light rail is enormously better. The difference between the
rail comfort and the level and the attractiveness to
passengers and bus, even with the faster buses, is very,
very noticeable.

You can also make a few either comparisons. I've

taken the entire system. You look at the difference between
68
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the ridership on the Blue Line compared to the Harbor
freeway bus way, which have about the same amount of
frequency. There's roughly a train every 12 minutes on the
Blue Line; there's about five or six buses an hour on
different routes on the Harbor Freeway. The times I've
taken Harbor Freeway, it's been pretty empty. The Blue Line
is packed every single time.

When you look at what happened in terms of
ridership from the Valley on public transportation into the
city since the Red Line got started, it's got to be a
multiple of 6 to 10 compared to what you used to have. I
think there was the 424 and the 425 lines that used the
freeway. Weren't too bad.

But people just find, and they have found this
consistently, as people have said all along, in San
Francisco and the Bay Area, in Portland, in Sacramento, I
mean, you've got situations where the rail systems there are
carrying a third to half the number of the total passengers.
San Diego is the same idea, if you look at the ridership
figures that are published by the APTA -- you can find it on
their web site —— you know, with two or three rails. 1In
Sacramento there's only one. They get about a third to a
half of the total ridership of the entire system on those
routes, and I think that's pretty comparable in Los Angeles.

So it seems to me, although the Red Line subway
: 69
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" It's about a two-mile gap that's there from Lankershim and

tunnel would be ideal, I don't see the money there for it at

this point. I think you've got to think about Exposition

Light Rail. I think it would be a tremendous success. i

I also hope in due course that you can do things
like link up, for example, with Red Line to the Metrolink so
you can run a fast-~ rapid-transit-type train through the

Valley as far as Chatsworth or Simi Valley and whatever.

Chandler to the Metrolink Line, and that should be closed,
and that should be operated as soon as possible.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Dave Wall.

MR. WALL: Dave Wall. I live near Pico Boulevard and La
Cienega out here.

And I put -- looking at the Wilshire Boulevard line |
here, I think that the same grade public transportation on
Wilshire Boulevard will fatally decrease the traffic
capacity of that street. And it's going to be absoluts
gridlock on that street if the bus lanes are built there,
regardless of where they're built, if they're on the street.

So you have to either replace that capacity
someplace else or nearby to allow for the traffic. There's
still going to ne a iot of cars down here even if the‘buses
take a big —-- they get fully loaded and everything, they're

still going to have a lot of cars there. And it's still
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going to be difficult to get around. It'd be even worse
than ever.

So I think that on Wilshire Boulevard it should be
a grade separated type of installation there, whether it's
subway or whether it's overhead is yet to determine.

Also, maybe west of .-~ or through Beverly Hills you
might consider going down Santa Monica Boulevard in order to
get through Beverly Hills, depending on what can be done
there.

And that's my basic complaint about the Wilshire
Boulevard thing.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Sindy Hawke.

MS. HAWKE: Hello. My name is Sindy Hawk, Sindy with an
S, Hawke with an E. My name also is Susan Hawke, if you're
watching Survivors. You couldn't pay me a million dollars
to cut off the head of a chicken. Anything but Sue, okay.
I'm sorry, but not much.

I have been forced to take public transportation
because in 1981 I lost my girlfriend. The same as the other
Susan Hawke, I'm not straight, as morally great as you do
not for some strange reason. And I cracked. I went into a
dive forever.

But I am a skilled driver, and except for one

suicide attempt in '84 or '85, I have not had a wreck with
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my car. The Department of Motor Vehicles has cancelled me.
They cancelled me for 2 1/2 years now. I have no accidents,
no failures to appear, I don't drive drunk or stoned. I
simply have to take the bus. I worship it. It's a
nightmare, and I give thanks tc every one of you who are
involved in getting me to professional considerations as an
actor right down here at Screen Actors Guild, Actors'
Equity, AFTRA.

I'm a professional. I'm unglued forever, and I'm
constantly concerned about the humanity that has to ride
these buses. I worship it. It is a nightmare. But I thank
you.

A1l I want to saj is, you know, public
transportation, I learned transportations centers in El
Toro. I had to go to Santa Ana. There was a transportation
center that eventually got me to Santa Ana; it got me to
Laguna Beach; it got me to my trades; it got me to my food:
it got me to horrible courtroom situations at 8:30 in the
morning. Some of the time I'd take a cab, and then I would
come home for a dollar on the bus.

This thing is so big to me now, it just gets me
there. The bus driver gets me there. It gets me from Santa
Monica; it gets me to my union meetings and all the
crosstown stuff that I have to take, and it's been

wonderful.
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You provide the benches. You took a bench away for
six months. 1 was screaming. I was sitting on the
concrete.

My body is in crisis because the DMV will not test
me; they won't deal with me; they won't consider hardship.
I'm alone. I'm very upset, and my body has dilapidated
twice as much. I'm suing them on my own, and people say 1
should win.

What this thing stands for is huge. Because I've
learned it now from the inside. I always saw it with my
car. You get me there. From Santa Monica the No. 10 will
get you up on the Pico, Pico and Bundy, it gets you up on
the freeway, takes you all the way to downtown, drops you in
the garment industry, the Music Center, Olvera Street, and
downtown Union Station. It's been huge.

Is that my time?

THE JUDGE: Thank you, very much.

MS. HAWKE: Thank you. Keep the green. Don't cut down
the trees, okay. And put bathrooms into the subways.

THE JUDGE: Thank you, very much.

This looks like Joseph Dunn.

MR. DUNN: First of all{ I'd like to welcome everybody
tc my neighborhood. I am a resident of the Miracle Mile,
740 South Detroit Street.

I want to tell people -- how many of you are
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residents of Beverly Hills and our area? Please, can I see
the hands of people?

Why do some of you hate transit? What's going to
be in 20 years from now when you're not going to be able to
get out of your parking lots?

My feeling is is that we should have the subway
continue on West Wilshire Boulevard, and I would like to
make a very knock-your-socks-off-idea, that you don't have a
route going down Santa Monica and routes down Wilshire. Do
you want to save money? Put it down parallel after Westwood
in the middle of the two boulevards, and you have these
moving sidewalks going up té the different streets.

Like, you'll have a stop at Bundy, and then you
have two moving staircases or elevators and escalators
taking you up to the respected Wilshire or Santa Monica
area. That would save a lot of money. You don't have to
ride two buses because i1f you have a -- 1if it's Bundy in the
same way, you have it at the 20th Street stop for the
hospital there. You have all kinds of stuff that --

Take the Green Line, extend it up through Santa
Monica and continue it through Topanga Canyon. Make a new
Topanga Canyon Boulevard train that would stop
at —~- obviously at Topanga Plaza, to have a multilevel
parking structure. You could alleviate the 134 out of

there.
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And as for making people get out of their cars, you
must end the distinction of the MTA of local and express and
put everything in one envelope and make it easier for people
to ride.

I would like to see maybe a BRU, as said before, a
fifty cent ride. But I say let's do it but no transfers.
That stops everybody from -- when that person has a 1950
transfer and it's no good obviously, it wastes our time
waiting for the driver to finish their arguments and all
that. I would like to see that cut.

I would like see maybe a $30 pass so that everybody
can get out of their cars.

My gquestion to the MTA, do you pay an exXtra charge
when you go on the freeway across county lines or on that?
No. That's why I want locals to get -- and I would like to
see the -- see all train lines by the end of this year run
24 hours. New York City didn't get the way they did by
having short hours.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Carol Spencer.

MS. SPENCER: My name is Carol Spencer, and I live
immediately west of Beverly Hills, between Santa Monica
Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard.

And I'm very much concerned about the impact that
75
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the proposed Wilshire Boulevard BRT may have on our
neighborhood and getting places in general.

I know that Los Angeles needs better public
transportation. But 1f the plans meet our needs, then I
believe that more and more pecple will get out of their cars
and actually take the bus.

But ILos Angeles is a c¢ity that encompasses a wide
area. People travel more than just from east to west. They
go from north to south. You don't have enough links for
your proposed transportation. There is nothing that is a
major BRT link on Sepulveda Boulevard or through the
Sepulveda pass along the freeway. You need many, many more
links north to south in order to have all of this work.

And I've just heard here about your alternative
proposal that you have for peak-hour dedicated lanes, as
opposed to 24-hour dedicated lanes. BAnd I would like very
much to know —- because I think if you're going to get
anything on Wilshire Boulevard, that's the only way the
residents will tolerate it -- is when will more information
be available? It is not in your big draft at this time. So
I'd like to know how I can get ahold of some of that and
when it will be available.

And at the present time I think the only route
that's going to work would be something on Exposition

Boulevard and nothing on Wilshire Boulevard. But keep
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working on that and get some information out to us.
Thank vyou.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Hans Schieder.
MR. SCHIEDER: My concerns have to do with the proposed
rail line and its current routing.

Everyone in my neighborhood -- and I live in the

West L.A. area —— with whom I have spoken, are definitely in

favor of Expo rail. We're fed up with gridlock on the 10.
The air quality is severely impacted, not because of the
exhaust from automobiles as most people think, but because
of a million brake applications from metal to brake linings
every few hours, from tires and concrete that are turned to
powder. And that's particularly material that we're all
breathing. 2And that's where the major health problems are
arising.

Light rail would go a long way mitigating that
problem. The lines have been in place for years and years.
They parallel the freeway, and it's ludicrous not to use
those existing lines and put rail in place now to take care
of some of that horrific traffic that goes both directions
on the 10 continuously.

The sound that rail creates is extremely light
compared to bus and truck activity. The 10 roars night and

day. I can hear it from my home, and I'm a few miles from
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it. It never ends, the 24-hour noise. Rail is scarcely
audible. I had offices right next to Washington Boulevard,
literally at the curb where the Blue Line runs, and I
couldn't hear the trains go past my office.

So it's imperative that the rail be put in, and
it's imperative following the original route and not make a
dogleg on Venice and up Sepulveda, because Sepulveda
Boulevard is gridlocked early in the morning and late in the
afternoon because of traffic going north and south. No one
is going to take the train if it has a dogleg. People are
going north and south driving Sepulveda Boulevard, trains go
east and west. And it would be ludicrous to think that
that's going to mitigate any of the traffic along Sepulveda.
Sepulveda as an extremely crowded route.

And the last comment I'd like to make is the entire
cost of the system could be greatly reduced if those in
planning would stop goldplating things and make simple,
usable, wecrkable stations like common sense people did in
San Diego.

I worked as a professional estimator for years. T
know the cost of materials. I've seen the 316-L material
used in the stations; I know what it costs per pound. I
used to spec that material out. $2.35 a pound. It weighs
10.68 pounds per sgquare foot of guarter-inch thickness.

It's a lot of money.
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We don't need that kind of foolishness. What we
need is a usable, workable, practical station and a rail
line -- rail service put in a line that's already there.

The right-of-way's already there. Let's use what we have,
and let's get it done.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Alexander Friedman.

MR. FRIEDMAN: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. I'm
Alexander Friedman.

I'm happy to take an opportunity to say a couple of
comments.

First of all, I'm a total supporter of the rail
development here, subway or light rail, because I think
right now the bus system is totally inefficient.

I've moved from Russia 10 years ago, and Moscow
where I lived, the capitol of Russia is certainly great.
We've got the buses, trolly buses, street cars, the subway
trains which run 45, 60 seconds -- every 45, 60 seconds
during rush hour. It's great.

When I came here, I realized I came into a village
where only buses are available.

Now, finally, thank God, they started to build a
subway, and I really -- I frequently take it to downtown. I
live in Hollywood. It's very convenient. So I think subway

should absolutely be continued to develope now.
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I realize there's a high cost. So I believe that
as an alternative, either monorail or light rail should be
used, but this should be an alternative to buses. We've got
enough buses. We've got move on to something that's more
civilized, so I think we should absolutely build the light
rail or subway.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Jane Gilman.

MS. GILMAN: Hello. I'm Jane Gilman, and I represent an
area called Largemont Boulevard where I've been working for
37 years.

And I feel I've seen a lot of progress in the area,
but not in transportation. And the saddest thing was when
the subway could only go to Wilshire and Western. Because
originally it was planned to go to Fairfax and then north to
the Valley, but that didn't happen.

But we do have Metro Rapid now. And those Red
buses are doing an excellent job. And I feel that that's
what we need, and 1f you're going to have a dedicated lane
during the rush hours, that seems much more sensible than

trying to put any kind of a bus rapid transit through

Wilshire Boulevard. | And I am in favor of the Exposition

line, as well.
Thank vyou.

THE JUDGE: Thank you. Ely Koesil.
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MR. KOESIL: EHi. As someone who lives in Santa Monica
for five years now, I'm definitely in faveor of the Expo
rail, in favor of the Wilshire BRT or any kind of rail that
we have in Los Angeles,

We're in desperate need of mass transit in this
city. There was a report on Yahoo this morning in the news
saying that Los Angeles is the No. 1 city for traffic in the
United States. And we have no mass transit options. We
need better mass transit.

And for people who think that light rail or any
kind of rail is going to lower property values, well, look
at New York. When you live near a light rail or a rail or
any kind of station like that, your property values
skyrocket.

So all I've got to say is we need more mass transit
in the city. The mass transit situation is at its lowest
here. We have the worst public transit system in the world
for a city this size, This is -- I mean, it's embarrassing.
It's embarrassing to say I live in the Westside where more
people live and we don't have light rail.

THE JUDGE: Thank vyou.

R.M. Waters.

MR. WATERS: Hi. My name 1s Rich Waters. I'm one of
the representatives from the new neighborhood councils.

This is Pico involved in community organizing and
81
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neighborhood councils.

We're in favor of light rail. The reason why is
the buses pollute; they don't have the high capacity that we
need to get people to and from, and we need to get people
out of their cars. The only way this can happen is not by
putting them on a bus, but putting them on a light rail. So
the ~~ we are No. 1, we're back; we've inched out Houston
here; we're now the still -- or we're back to being No. 1
polluted city in the United States. It's about time we got
rid of -- not get rid of the buses, but get people into
light rail.

Thank you, very much.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Jon Root. Jon Root.

MR. ROOT: Good evening. My name is don Root. I live
at National and Sepulveda Boulevard.

This morning I had business out in South Pasadena;
and as I got on the 10 Freeway, we were doing about 25,
maybe 30 miles an hour. And while that was exXtremely
frustratiné, as I looked at the traffic going westbound, I
was somewhat pleased because it was totally gridlocked,
bumper to bumper from Overland all the way to Vermont.
There had been an accident on Overland.

As I'm sitting there looking across all these 10

lanes of traffic and just seeing these vapors come up and
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looking at the brown haze at 8:;30 this morning, it just
became more and more obvious, we need an alternative to the
10 Freeway. And I believe that is the Exposition light
rail.

My falth was somewhat restored when I got out to
South Pasadena and I saw where I was meeting somebody for
business, they were actually building the Blue Line light
rail. BAnd where we were talking, there were an awful lot of
people crowded around watching what was going on, there was
a lot of buzz, a lot of excitement. So I'm thinking, well,
this is nice. Maybe eventually I'll be able to take the
Expo line and then catch the Blue Line up to South Pasadena
and into Pasadena.

So I am in favor of it. I also want to go on
record as sayving I consider myself a YIMBY instead of a
NIMBY, but a yes in my backyvard. I live in an area that's
probably 3- to 400 yards from a station at National and
Sepulveda, and I absclutely plan to use that -- the
Exposition light rail.

One other point I want to say is that I've talked
to a number of pecople about this particular proposal, and
some of the feedback I'm getting is that light rail is an
advantage in that people can look at a map and they can
understand very clearly where that light rail train runs:;

and they don't have to wonder about getting on the wrong
83
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bus, getting lost in an area that they're unfamiliar with.
They can see very clearly where these stops are and take
advantage of that type of light rail system.
And that's why, again, I'm totally in favor of the
Expo light rail.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Nate Sacks.

MR, SACKS: My name is Nate Sacks, and I came up here to
see what was really doing. I only found out about the
Exposition line the other day, aﬁd the more I read about it,
the more I am for it.

And buses are never going to do it. Buses lead to
a lot of smog, and as I notice, Wilshire Boulevard is just
clogged up with buses, and how people think they're going to
get more buses, unless they build a double~decker, it will
never fly.

S50 I'm for that. More Exposition line.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you, very much.

Well, we seem to be completely out of cards at the
moment, so thank you, very much.

(At 7:30 P.M., the proceedings were concluded.)
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA)
} ss.
COUNTY OF ORANGE )

I, LISA L. GROOM, C.S.R. No. 11765, do hereby
certify:

That said proceedings were taken before me at
the time and place therein set forth and were taken down by
me in shorthand and thereafter were transcribed into
typewriting under my direction and supervision, and I hereby
certify the foregoing transcript is a full, true and correct
transcript of my shorthand notes so taken.

I further certify that I am neither counsel for nor
related to any party to said action nor in any way
interested in the outcome thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto subscribed my

name this 5th day of April, 2001.

27£i;;ML Kfé? JSZiLlékﬁﬁfL

LISA L. GROOM, CSR #11765
Registered Professional Reporter
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Los BAngeles, California, Wednesday, May 9, 2001
5:45 P.M.

Same introduction given by David Mieger on Monday,
April 7, 2001l.

MR. MIEGER: I will turn it over to Judge Title.

THE JUDGE: Thank you, David.

I want to welcome you all here on behalf of the
MTA.

Can you all hear me back there?

THE AUDIENCE: Yes.

THE JUDGE: We're lcooking forward to some of your
comments, and we're certain they'll be productive and be of
assistance to the MTA in the final analysis.

Let me just go over quickly a couple of the ground
rules we're going to follow. When you fill ocut your card
and we call your card, please come forward to the
microphone. Please give us your name and your address.
It's helpful to the MTA to have the address, so please
remember to give us both of those items at the beginning of
your comments.

We have to limit you to three minutes each because
we want to give everybody an opportunity to be heard; and if
you take more than the three minutes, you're taking away
from somebody else's opportunity. So please bear in mind

that limitation and adhere to it to the best extent you can.
4
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Also, please bear in mind that the MTA is not
permitted to respond here at the meeting to any questions
you may have, but you can submit your written comments.
Certainly keep in mind the comments you make here tonight
orally, and there should be responses to all your comments
and questions in the next report, which I understand comes
out sometime after June 15th.

So with those comments we'll start with the first
card.

John Freund.

MR. FREUND: Thank you, Judge, and thank you, members of
the MTA, for giving us the opportunity to comment on it. Of
course we have a great interest.

And I would like first, with three minutes only
available, to say between the choices on Wilshire and on
Exposition, there's a sociceconomic reason that makes the
Exposition line prevalling, and that is there are simply
many more people living along this line who do not have
choices of transportation, but you have to go to earn a
living. There are many more people living along this line
than along Wilshire Boulevard. —

Also on Wilshire Boulevard we also have one not
quite satisfactory, but we already have one way of
transportation, and those are the buses. So the problem

is not as urgent and pressing as it is on Exposition

HEARINGS
Page 90




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Boulevard.

I had an opportunity to look at the preliminary
long-range planning report, and I read it quite thoroughly
because of my interest in it. And I am disappeointed. What
our present transportation authorities envision is basically
what we have since the end of the 19th century. Either
rails or rubber on land to roll. A little bit enhanced by
electronic gadgets in the 20th century.

We are now facing the 21 century. We're facing
tremendous congestion. We are facing a tremendous increase
in the cost of individual transportation. We have problems
in the air with the airlines. And all these things are not
going to go away. They need support. And they need support
in public transit, and this public transit I believe should
not run on the surface.

Below ground it is a little more expensive, as we
know from the subway, but we can elevate it, we can put it
in the air. And we can have monorails or we can also have
what they call an air bus, gliding at 30, 50, or 100 feet
above us, nc level crossings, no danger to pedestrians, no
congestions on the street, more room, more space available
under these corridors for commercial and public purposes.

In short, something which loocks into the 21st century. It's
not easy but it's coming.

The Chinese working even on it, the Japanese

/
‘1?
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working on it, Europeans. We cannct stand behind.

We put a man on the moon, we can put a bus in the
alr to glide without noise and without danger for children
and for level crossings and without congestion at a speed
not of 25 miles, but of 50 to 100 miles, integrated in the
entire transportation system -- public transportation system
in the Southland from San Diego to Los Angeles, Las Vegas,
narth, and eventually, sooner or later, throughcut the
United States.

We travel at 300 and 500 miles an hour just like
the airplanes. The only ones who ever had it are the ones
who compete with us, and those are the airlines. We can
manage that, and I think they.can manage 1it.

But we have look into the future. We have to look
in the 21st century in order to accommodate our people who
want to go from here to there.

Thank you for your time. :J)

THE JUDGE: It looks like Nellie Ivory?
MS. IVORY: Yeah.
THE JUDGE: Come forward.
MS. IVORY: That's not Nellie. That's Nelle, N-e-l-l-e,
Iveory.
My name is Nelle Ivory. And you said you wanted my

address. 3970 Hepburn, L.A. 90008. _}

I'm here because I've been here over 60 years, and ‘ilfo
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I would like to say I am in agreement with rail, Exposition
and Wilshire.

However, when I came here there was no diesel gas
buses. You had rail, and then they changed to electric
buses, which was nice, fast, and they could maneuver from
the first lane to the second lane to the third lane.

You don't have to change the stops, you don't have
to change anything but the overhead light. The Blue Line
and all that have electric overhead on each side.

They were quiet, they were clean, and we could see
the mountains every day.

But now if you get rid of the diesel buses, you can
do that with less expense. And that's what would sclve most
of our problems.

And I would like to say about these new buses to
the Board, MTA Board, they're really awful. I tried to ride
cone. I'm five-four, and I couldn't reach the strap to hang
on. They are small, they are -- some of the Board members
should ride those buses and see. They are Jjust inadequate
like the other big buses, although they're old and dirty and

all of that. But that should be upgraded.

-]

1
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|
But make a note that if you go to electric buses, I
they don't spew ocut the fumes from the gasoline or diesel,
whatever you're using, and they are cheaper, and you 7
wouldn't have to alter the environment as much as you would,
8 1 Vv
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as somebody was saying, going to the rail and that.
And that's what I have to say.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Charles Adelman.

MR. ADELMAN: Charles Adelman, 6146 Eleanor Avenue,
Hollywood 90038,

The first thing I'd like to say about bus rapid
transit is that it's an oxymoron, a contradiction in terms.
A bus line running even cn its own lane down a city street
is still limited to 35 miles an hour between stops and is
still going to get red lights along the way just not as many
of them with the transponders they have.

As for the Wilshire Boulevard proposal, the bus
rapid transii, we're talking about taking out either the
parking or a traffic lane to make it into a bus-only lane.
That of course would reduce either any parking and therefore
access to businesses there or else reduce traffic capacity
on the street by about one-third, which is not real
acceptable to very many pecple.

In exchange for which, of course, you get an
exclusive bus lane, which means the buses could go even
faster than 16 miles an hour that they get between stops
now. But on the other hand you'd have no increase in the
capacity of the buses themselves, because you'd still be

running the same number of buses and they still have the

T
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same capacity per bus.

You could add, of course, the articulated buses.

But the type of articulated that they're talking about

adding, the

single articulation buses which are half again

as long, you can run those on the existing routes without

adding the separate lane.

And as far as the even longer buses that they're

studying, those buses are not street legal in the United

States vet.

They probably will not be because they have

handling prcblems in the event of sudden swerving to avoid

obstacles or sudden stops.

As

for the Exposition corridor, the proposal again,

you have a choice of bus or rail. Rail is clearly the

alternative

that is much nicer because it has about 500

times the capacity of a bus or a train.

The only problem you have with it here again is

that on the
me check my
is, that it
residential
residential
street, and
accidents.
S0

find a way,

segment from the USC area down to I think -- let
notes here what it is -- whatever the street it
runs down the middle of the street in a

street -— Arlington I guess it is -- it's a
street. There will be people running across the

human nature being what it is, you will have

I think the desirable alternative, we need to

find the money to run it underground as a subway
10
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through that segment. And then when it gets off of the
middle of the street and is on its own right-of-way, running
the high-speed run there, but having grade separation at
grade crossings so as to avoid the accidents like we have on
the Blue Line all the time with the people who seem to think
that they can beat the train. |

So I think that would be a greatly preferred
alternative.

Thank you, very much.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Garnett Hampton.

MR. HAMPTON: My name is Garnett Hampton, 1836 Rodeo
Road.

My wife has been living on Rodeo Road for over 50
years. And I'm quit appalled at the fact that the residents
directly across from the train tracks are -- which is under
Pacific Railroad -- never received any kind of information.
Many people that's been here for many, many years don't
belong to homeowner's associations or chambers of commerce.

And I find this quite ludicrous that as you can
deviate away from Cheviot Hills in the planning stages, but
the people that live in Crenshaw area all along Rodeo Road
do not ~- have not received one bit of information about the
MTA.

I happened to find out about MTA from someone else.
11
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T was over in Phoenix, Arizona, locoking on the Internet, and
I happened to locok at all the chamber of commerce from
Cheviot Hills to Beverly Hills to Hancock Park that has
received information, but not one citizen down here in
Crenshaw have received anything from MTA.

I talk with a2ll my neighbors, I asked them, I
said, Have you received anything from MTA? No, we héve not
received anything. BAnd I would like to know why. We don't
need to be last to know two months before you start building
this and saying, hey, guys, you have to move, because it's
going to directly affect our property values.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

America Washington.

MS. WASHINGTON: I'm America Washington, 3444 Buckingham
Road, Los Angeles.

Excuse my volice. I really do exist. I've had that
name for about 67 years. The last name I've had about 40.

All right. I would like to express my concerns
alsoc, just as the last gentleman did. My first knowledge of
this was yesterday when one of my neighbors happened to put
flyers in our doors. And here we are today.

I'm very disturbed. I live on Buckingham Road.
When I moved there 33 years ago, they had just opened up the

railroad tracks for the traffic to go through. Right now if
12
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Crenshaw happens to close for any reascn, we are made
prisoners in our home because we can't get out because of
the traffic.

We were just about to ask them if they would open
some other streets to go through, and now we hear rapid
transit, buses, whatever. I'm very -- I'm incensed about
the whole thing. It really upset me to hear.

Again, we say we had no knowledge of this
whatsoever. We have not been given a fair chance to oppose
it. Here we are. You say you're making studies and what
have you, but what about the people who live here? And
you're deviating from some streets and some communities, and
here we are right in the middle of it. 1In the longest part
of it, from Vermont to La Brea, all residential. Schools
along the way.

We've tried to make the best of a bad situation.
When the train stopped running, then the Expc greening
project started with Patrick McCullough and that group.

But, please, not another slap in the face.

We are going to do all that we can to prevent this
project, I want you to know it now. We're here to put up a
fight, and you've got a fight on your hands.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Keisha Chinn.
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MS. CHINN: My address is 3811 1/2 Exposition Boulevard.

And I also am in disagreement of the light rail
transit on ExXposition Boulevard.

We live in a community. And there's unity in a
community, and I don't believe that light rail transit would
keep that unity. It would briﬁg forth a lot of division,
and I don't think it would be a buildup for the community.

I am in disagreement of it, and I feel the same way as
others, that we should have been well advance informed. Of
any planning, of any decision#, we should be the first to
know because we are a priority; it is our home. And making
decisions like this, you must consider those that live right
there. It is their home. It's different when it's your
home. T think that it’'s better to do something that it's
not tapping into someone's community, neighborhood, and
their home.

I am in total disagreement.

THE JUDGE: Thank vyou.

Presley Burroughs.

MR. BURRCUGHS: Good afternoon. My name is Presley
Burroughs, 3852 Wellington Road.

And I'm going to break this up a little bit. I'm a
member of group called Friends 4 Expo Transit. And the
reason I am with this group is because I live in this

community. I have never lived more than one mile away from
14
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where we are right now. And I'm concerned. I am concerned
because we are about to be inundated with $3 a gallon

gasoline.

want Alternative 3 built. Not 3-A. We want Alternative 3-A

cl

built. And no 5100 million subway for USC:} We want privacy7

walls. Privacy cinder block walls west of La Brea to

protect the seclusion of those single-family homes.
AUDIENCE MEMBER: What about ones east of La Brea?
MR. BURROUGHS: 1I'll get to you.

Those homes east of La Brea, the right-right-of way
facility needs to be trenched, separated, and secured.

The draft EIR did take into consideration schools
as well as it should have. BAnd that is something that
should occur in the final.

We want vine bougainvillea planted on fences at
grade to enhance security. We want the power line supports
installed in the median and not at the edge of the pavement.
We want 35 mile per hour operation, not 55 that's in the
draft EIR. That does not make sense.

Instead of building park-and~ride lots, we are in
favor of leasing existing parking spaces from areas and

businesses. They would enjoy the additional traffic going

into those spaces. -
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Funding. There's a funding shortfall on this

project. We propose the community redevelopment agency draw

project lines around proposed stations and use the tax
increment money to fund a first-class transportation
project.

Wilshire. I disagree with the MTA presentation.
From personal experience I'm a transit rider. I took
transit over here.

THE JUDGE: Mr. Burroughs, your time is up. Please wind
it up.
MR ., BURRbUGHS: Thank you.

Most passengers do not use -— most passengers use
passes; they do not use cash. Please consider using bus
pads instead of a dedicated lane.

People have been concerned about property values.
And I']11 wind it up here. No property owner has ever lost
money living near a properly designed and operated light
rail facility.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

I'm not certain of this first name.

Is Evenlean Jackson?

MS. JACKSON: I'm Evenlean Jackson, 3811 Exposition.
I've been there for over 30 years how.

First when I moved there, we had a train that ran
16
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on a track. And it vibrates the whole house. 2And I feel
like this thing may be low noise, but at least I know when a
earthquake is really coming. These things run about every
10 minutes; if they run every 10 minutes this will be
vibrating our house, and I feel like that it should be
detoured or go another route.

I have nothing against the MTA where they are
traveling, but going through cur community, like we said, we
have schools. We have Dorsey High School, Foshay, and all
the school kids, and we do not want a fence put up; and you
have to put up a fence if they're going at certain speed to
go to Culver City or wherever the train will be going.

So I feel like this train, whatever this -- the
traffic may be, will go another direction, not through the
community.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Robert Cheeseboro.

MR. CHEESEBORO: My name Robert Cheeseboro. I live
right around the corner at 36th and Bronson.

I want to address this from a different point of
view. First of all, this church has brought probably the
most magnificent cathedral that's going to go up in this
city. And it has 5,000 seats, could have up to 10,000
people in there with all of the functions that can go on.

It's a pedestrian venue. And there are pedestrian wenues
17
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all the way down to the Our Lady of Angels Church. There's
Exposition Park, there's the new science center.

We need transit through here. We're paying for the
transit throughout this city. We're paying for people to
have the luxury and convenience of going conveniently where
they want to go. We're paying for it. We've got the
highest density in any census track in area —~- in this city.

None of us are getting younger. I know I'm not.
And we're going to need public transit. The idea that you.
can drive your car wherever you want, providing you can pay
for gas, is just kidding yourself. A lot of us are going to
be disabled. We will need a way to get around.

People from the Westside, you see some here, let me
just say the whites can come in from Santa Monica, Westside,
and go to these venues. And that's the way it should be.
But we need to be able to go and our kids need to be able to
go to these public beaches that we pay for, too. So I think
it works both ways.

We don't have a crosstown transit system now, and
this is the only route that's already there. It's there
before any houses were built. B2And as I say, the idea that
to say no, with noc solution, is just condemning ourselves to
be confined in this area.

Our kids need it. I might not live long enough to

see this. So my interest is making sure that this city
18
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melds together. We're not going toc get separated by this
line; we'll be brought together by this line.
Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Alvan Burton.
MR. BURTON: My name is Alvan Burton, 4439 Victoria Park
Drive, Los Angeles, in the Crenshaw Pico area.
I think that I am for the Project No. 3.
And -- because I think that we need public transportation.
But I think that one of the things that has been
done in the past I would like to see corrected is take the
word from the -- in planning these things, take the word
from the bus riders, property ownhers, and take it out of the
hands of the politicians. Because the only time the
politicians ride these lines is when they have the VIP tours
when they are completed, and after that they get in their
state-owned, county-owned, and city-owned cars, and you
never see them on the public transportation anymore. So
take it and put it into the hands of the people who ride it,
and let them decide what routes they want to have and let
them -~ and the homeowners also, and take it out of the
hands of the politicians.
Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Clint Simmons.
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MR. SIMMONS: My name is Clint Simmons, and I live near
the track on Redondo Boulevard.

Back in the late '80s and early '90s this was
studied at that time about our light rail coming through,
and we had some communities west of the La Cienega area who
rejected having the rail come through, and that is why it
was put on hold until sometime later.

And in 1999 the MTA Board chose to go around the
Cheviot Hills and take it from go down Venice and then come
back to the freeway over into Santa Monica.

Again, I see a lot of pecople speaking about what is
needed in the area, and it's up to those of us who 1live here
should have something to say about what type of transit we
need here within the so-called in the Exposition corridor.

We did a study when this thing was first brought
into being as a safety hazard. Using the overhead rails,
there is what we called electromagnetic interference. And
this can play havoc with pecople who wear pacemakers, as well
as cause garage doors to open prematurely and interfere with
other electronic devices that you may have in your home. So
it is a health hazard.

There was a study done in France, as well, I think,
as Switzerland or one of the others, where they're putting
this type of rail in. And they have found the best way to

go is underground.
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USC recognized it. They have a lot of technical
people here, and they knew what problem that would -- what
they would experience, and that's why they don't want the
so-called surface rail to pass through that area. They want
it to go underground.

Cheviot Hills knew it, and they didn't want it to
come through their area.

But yet the MTA and I find people who don't live in
the area can sit and tell us what is best needed.

I find it disturbing, and I have been working with
this thing and fighting with it and will continue to de so
because 1 recognize that once it's done, as you look at
other communities, specifically in the Midwest and back east
and they put the rail in, no upkeep, their communities was
deteriorated. They were not helped at all in that case.
Just go to Chicago and New York and lock at those areas and
you can see.

If you're going to put something in here, let's
make it practical and make it compatible with the community.
At the present time what I'm looking at is not compatible
with the community at all.

It reminds me of the old medicine salesperson back
at South where I come from. Now, you go out and pedal your
goods and people don't understand what's behind the bottle

of junk they're selling out there, and then the next thing
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you kncw, something has happened.

And I do think people should be brought into being
in those areas that is going to be affected by it, they
should be the one that you talk with. At the present time
that is not happening, and so those particular areas, that's
where the_people should be.

THE JUDGE: Thank you, very much.

MR. SIMMONS: Thank you for giving me a chance to speak.

THE JUDGE: Patrick McCullough.

MR. MC CULLOUGH: Thank you. I'm Patrick McCullough
from the Exposition Neighbors Association. My address is
4123 Exposition Boulevard.

I'm extremely insulted by the tactics that MTA uses
in order to call this a public hearing or some type of
community meeting, because I had to go out and spend almost
$200 of my own personal money to inform my own community to
get them out and to at least get invelived with this process.

These are discriminatory achtions that MTA has been
using for years.

I'm the person that started all the landscaping on
the Exposition right-of-way because cur community had so
much neglect. MTA would not even take care of it. I almost
got famous because of MTA's neglect. And if that's an
indication of what we're looking for in the future, we don't

wan® this line. We're definitely opposed to light rail or
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whatever, your low-speed, high-speed buses on Exposition
Boulevard.
Thank vyou.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Tony Clarice.
MR. CLARKE: It's Clarke, C-l-a-r-k-e.
THE JUDGE: Clarke.
MR. CLARKE: Yes.
THE JUDGE: Okay.
MR. CLARKE: Thank you.

My name is Tony Clarke, not Clarice. I live at
3623 Summerset Drive.

I too am opposed to this project. I'm also
appalled at the way you guys call yourself putting this
meeting on. If it wasn't for my neighbor, Patrick, I too
would not have known about this so-called meeting.

Another thing. What is the quickest way between
two points? A straight line. Why are you avoiding that in
Cheviot Hills?

Another thing. The MTA does not have a very good
track record as far as keeping people's safety concerned
concerning the tracks. What about Foshay? What about
Dorsey? Are our kids less important than Palms' esthetic
effect as far as they're concerned? I think our kids should

be thought of mcre besides the community in not going
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through there. You know.

What about our kids? That's the issue. Or at
least that's one of the issues that I have. You know, you
guys haven't thought about that, or from what I have read,
it has not been thought out completely. You know. Like I
said before, you guys do not have the best track record in
trying to keep people safe. And I'd really hate to hear on
the news that a kid got hit. That would be really great for
you guys. You know.

In conclusion, this should not go through anybody's
community. Just like Palms area it made a detour, if that's
the case, at least for our kids, detour it through our
areas. Do not put our kids' safety in jeopardy.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Cecilia Nunez.

MS. NUNEZ: My name is Cecilia Nunez, 458 East 32nd
Street.

I have been a resident of the communities east of
Figuerca and scuth of the 10 Freeway all my life, and live
across the street from the Exposition right-of-way running
from Figuerca to Long Beach Boulevard.

The use of this particular stretch of the
right-of-way will have a devastating negative effect on the
quality of the life of the residents living near and for

numerols reasons.
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We have been told by the MTA_representatives that
this would be a nonrevenue-connecting line which

necessitates a train station. Obviously it will not be a

nonrevenue line for a very long time. -

The building of a connecting line sco c¢lose to homes
is dangercus. Residents will be exposed to noise, traffic,
and air quality problems related to any large and long
construction.

Once the line 1s operational, we will endure all
the dangers inherent with foot crossings in the heavily
congested residential community.

Every day, seniors, adults, and children cross the
streets. There is 28th Street Elementary School not half a
block from the train rails. Many children, some accompanied
by adults, some not, walk to and from this school on a daily
basis, crossing this right-of-way several times. A train,
even at speeds cf 10 or 15 miles an hour, will be fast
enough to take the life of a child or an adult.

Our homes would be jeopardized by the constant
rattling and shaking created by the passing trains,
not to mention the nolise, whistle blowing, which will
disrupt tranquility of our community.

Housing values are already below market value in
our community. The implementation of this proposal will

further plummet the values of our property. This is a
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low-income, working-class, minority neighborhood which has
for the past decade struggled not to only preserve its
housing stock from destruction by entities with little or no
regard for this community, but also has tried te improve the
quality of life for its residents.

We alerted MTA representatives of the dangers and
undesirable burden which would be placed on this community
when we first heard of the potential use of this particular
stretch of right-of-way almost a year ago. We further
alerted the MTA representatives of their failure to advise
this community of this potential plan.

Residents east of Figuerca to Long Beach Boulevard
have never received one piece of communication from MTA
regarding this right-of-way. These are residents living
adjacent or across the street from the right-of-way.

MTA has demonstrated great efforts in communicating
with and involving the Westside. Your handouts are even
entitled, "Innovative Improvements for the Westside. "

The MTA changed the Exposition route s¢ as to not
use the former railroad right-cof-way in the Cheviot Hills,
Rancho Park area between Venice and Sepulveda boulevards,
but rather use streets themselves to accommodate the
residents on the Westside.

Your representatives even have the audacity to brag

to us how the people in Pasadena were so involved with the
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building of a line in their area. They were --
THE JUDGE: Please wind it up. Your time is up.
MS. NUNEZ: Ckay.

We ask the Board to correct the injustice in our
community by accommodating its residents by not using this
right-of-way. Work and involve the residents in finding
acceptable transportation alternatives to this proposal;

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Evelia Cervantes.

MS. CERVANTES: My name is Evelia Cervantes. I live at
454 East 32nd Street.

Expo right-of-way over the Harbor Freeway south of
Santa Monica Freeway going toward Long Beach, I am totally
here to oppose, saving that it's going to ruin our
neighborhoods, our community. We do not want any more
problems.

Just going off of Alameda there is kids crossing
and accidents just by having that. We're going to have it
in our community going through our neighborhoods and ruining
cur homes, wWith our wvalues golng to go down.

We do ncot need more problems for our community.
We're not a wealthy community. We're a low-income like she
said. We did not have permission.

East L.A. community, all Eastside does not know.

That is not fair for you guys to come and say we are going
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to fix any -- but it's all Westside. We do not need that no
more, okay.

You guys want to come through, go down rails, take
an airplane if you guys need to. We do not need no Metro
coming through our community. I am here to oppose and go
totally against it.

We do not need an elementary to get hit by a Metro
or an MTA coming through. Kids crossing the street on San
Pedro get hurt every day -—- just about every day Jjust
crossing the street, because the cars passing by. Just a
car, let alone -- let alone a train coming 10 miles per hour
like she said. 1It's going to hit somebody. 1It's going to
hit a car, it's going to hif a truck, it's going to hit
something, and we do not want no problems.

I am totally against this. I do not want a train
right next to my house, passing by and shaking my house.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Opal Yount.

M5. YOUNT: Good evening, all. I'm Opal Yount. I live
at 3438 South Sycamore Avenue. I represent the Baldwin
Hills-Crenshaw Homeowners Coalition.

About the rapid transit or the bus line. We have
talked about this over the years, and each time we have a
meeting, what you may call it a hearing, a meeting, or

whatnot, I'm not a stranger to 1t because I'm always there.
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I want to know what's going on in my neighborhood.
I've lived in the arxea fcr 30 yvears. And I have seen many
changes, but this bus route would be a magnificent cpposite
of what we want there.

Now, we can backtrack to SC. This rail line has
started somewhere at -- well, somewhere at Figueroa, I don't
know. But when it came to SC, they said you had to go
underneath the ground. BAnrd as the homes are sparsely down
the right-cof-way from, I'1ll say Vermont down to 1lth Avenue
are homes on both sides. From 11th to Crenshaw is
commercial. From Crenshaw all the way to La Cienega is
homes again.

Now, 1 don't think MTA has any kind of concern
about the homeowners that live in that area. We have to
fight to maintain our area in which we think it's upscale.
It's upscale to us, and we want to keep it that way.

If you circumvent Cheviot Hills, we want it
circumvented from Exposition right-of-way.

THE JUDGE: Frederico Aguilar.

MR. AGUILAR: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. My
name 1s Frederico Aguilar. I'm a resident of 458 East 32nd
Street.

I've been living in this area for about 19 years.
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And first when I moved to that home where I live, there was log
a train passing by on those rails through Exposition. And
29
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every time that little train passed by, our home was
ibrating. And now you have the proposal running a light

train through our neighborhoed. It's not very nice.

Because it's going to bring our properties downJ_;;;;hzz:;—‘—

N

going to be dangerous for our kids.

We have a2 school on 28th and San Pedro. 1It's a
bunch of little kids going through those streets, and
it's -- some of them are accompanied by an adult, and some
cof them are on their own. So it's wvery, very dangerocus for
our kids, and it's going to be not too good for ocur
community.

Last, you never notified our neighbors, our
community. This past Sunday I went through those streets
near the rails all the way to Long Beach where the Blue Line

runs, and I found out that some of our community members,

they've never been notified. -

So I'm asking you to take another alternative.
Take another route. We don't want a train through 30th,
31st, and 32nd going through cur neighborhood because there
is a lot of homes that are going to be destroyed. S0 I'm
asking you to take Jefferson to Alameda and take another
alternative, please.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Robert Helfman.
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MR, HELFMAN: My name Robert Helfman. I live in the
Baldwin Hills area, 4058 Don Luis.

I'm in favor c¢f building the Exposition line, but
the thing I really worry about is the apparent lack of
Park-and-Ride in most of the MTA staticns other than at the
very ends of the lines.

The Red Line, for example, they built Park-and-Ride
lots in North Hollywood and in Universal City, but nothing
is at Wilshire and Western. So 1f anyone from this
neighborhood wants to go to use the red Line to go downtown,
there's no place to park other than commercial parking lots.

I'd like to see some Park-and—-Ride lots provided
along the Expesition line Lo encourage 1ts use by people who
live in the area. Other than that I really don't have any
problem with the line.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Lady Surles.

MS. SURLES: My name is Lady Surles, ard I'm with
Neighbors for an Improved Community.

One of our greatest problems has been the lack of
notice of communication regarding the use of the
right-of-way. We have not received notice from the MTA, and
there has not been an avenue for residents to have an active
participation in the decision regarding this proposal.

We would like a committee to be formed that would
31
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consist of community resident, business owners, and the MTA
in discussing and making decisions regarding future plans
for transportation in our neighborhood.

THE JUDGE: Thank vyou.

Patricia Wooten.

MS. WOOTEN: Hi. My name is Patricia Wooten. I live at
3014 12th Avenue. I also own a couple of other residences
in the area and a business in the area. I'm also active
with my block club.

I'm just appalled that I found out about this
meeting today at about 10 minutes after 6:00. T rushed and
tried to get here. They tell me it's been going on for
guite a while.

Where were the meetings being held? I mean,
there's a total lack of communicaticn; and for me being that
active in the community, I'm, like, what? I'm in total
shock.

So at this point, I mean, I -- it's the same
reaction that I would have a long time ago. I would have
walked around and looked at the pictures and so forth, quick
skim of what's going on. I'm, no. Absolutely not. This is
unreal.

I've been in this community now for 45 years, and I
am just totally appalled. Every time we look up, somebody's

trying to make some improvements for us. You know, we don't
32
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get any input about it. Let's get together, talk about
this. This is crazy. This is absolutely, no. That's
absolutely no to this proposal.

THE JUDGE: Thank vyou,

I just have a first name here. Elizabeth?

MS. BLANEY: Is the last name Blaney [phonetic}?

THE JUDGE: There's no last name on it at all.

MS. BLANEY: What's the organization?

THE JUDGE: From Neighborhood for Improved Community.

MS. BLANEY: My name is Elizabeth Blaney, and I'm with
Neighbors for an Improved Community.

And first I want to say that I wish there had been
translation, because there's at least 10 people who are
monolegal [phonetic] Spanish speakers who are not able to
understand any of the comments that are being said.

Second of all, I'm opposed to the plan, especially
the part that deals with the right-of-way that passes
through San Pedro Street, 30th, 31st, 32nd and Main. This
route, this right-of-way will go right through residents'
backyards; it will be dangerous for children; the houses
will be shaking, and it is completely unnecessary when there
are other routes like Jefferson or Central that could be
used.

I ask that the MTA do further studies on possibly

using more commercial streets so that residents are not as
33
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Also I'm appalled with the lack ¢f information that
has been provided to the community. There has been no
opportunity or avenue for residents to be able to
participate in an active way in terms of making the
decisions that affect our community. Having these meetings
and having people come out and do presentation is one form
of giving information, but it is not a two-way street and it
needs to be.

So I ask that the MTA form a committee that
consists of residents and business owners and members of the
MTA that is active in discussing future plans for
transportation in our community.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Pauline or Paulette Wilkerson.

MS. WILKERSON: Hello. My name is Paulette Wilkerson,
and I'm a member of Neighbors for an Improved Community.
I'm a resident at 740 East Adams Bcoulevard, and I've lived
in the area all my life.

I moved cut during college time and when I was
married, but I moved back in when my father passed away; and
I love the area in which I live.

I take it as a personal front that the MTA has
given no real consideration to what's happening in our

community or the people that live there. In all certainty
34
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we need public transportation system -— we need the system.
But I'm reguesting that a reassessment of the routes be
considerad to complement the persons that live in the
community.

And I question, would you want to give the same
consideration that you're offering us to the community in
wnich you live for your families where you reside? We're
not satisfied with what's been going on here. And we want
some consideration, and we want it now.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

This looks like Jimmy Smith. Jimmy Smith.

MR. SMITH: Good evening. My name is Jimmy Smith. I
reside at 3058 Field Avenue. Matter of fact, right down the
streett. Been in residence, 1954. Before that lived on
Arlington by Holy Name Church.

I'm about to get booed out of here big time, but
here it goes. 1'm in faver of the project. Not as is.
There are a lot of things that have te be done. The lady
before who spoke up about the situation of communicaticons is
right. It cannct be built as it is.

A rail system like this or a light rail system is a
lot better than trying to add another lane or two to a
highway or freeway. Which 1s going tc happen. You wind up

losing homes. You wind up losing -- besides the tax, you
35
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4
wind up losing the neighborhood. ;E

Let me tell you something about my life. At the B

present time I'm the president of a Teamsters local. We
have the breweries and the soft drinks in the state of
California. Also involved with rail issues, vice president
of the Railroad Pass Associations of California.

What has to happen is that a system when it's
built, has to be built with corrélation, as the lady said,
with input not just from us but what they are going to do so
far as the MTA. A good example of a good, prestigicus type
of system is the San Diego Mission Valley system, which is
in what you might say an upscale neighborhcod, but the way
it is built allows for it to be that way.

What we have to do is to make sure things aren't
just laid out there for us to use and other people to
basically pass through our neighborhood, but it has to
reflect who we are so far as our pride and our dignity is
concerned.

It has to be built properly. If that means it has ’
to be built with more money, so De it. 2An example would be
Dorsey High. I live right next door to Dorsey High. I went
there. It has to be separated completely from Dorsey High.
If that means the same thing that has to be done at SC

underground or whatever, that's the way it has to be done.

And we have to forcibly make that point done. .ﬂj
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All I have to say economically, it is good so far
as this area is ceoncerned so far as bringing money into the
area either from the Westside or the East so far as even
Crenshaw Shopping Center is concerned. But what has to be
done is full input from the neighborhood has to be
accomplished.

Also we have to be informed immediately of a
design, and we have to be able to have counterdesigns that
would come to our benefits inciusive with everything.

THE JUDGE: Your time is up. Thank you.
MR. SMITH: Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Martha Vazquez.
Ms. Vazquez, are you going to need an interpreter?
MS. VASQUEZ: Yes.
THE JUDGE: All right. Yecu'll have an additional three
minutes for translation.
MS. VASQUEZ: (TRANSLATOR) My name is Martha Vazquez.
I'm with Residents for an Improved Community.
In your proposal the train is going to pass right

next to our homes, and this is going to be very dangerous
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/
for our childreE;L It's also going to make ocur houses shake,

and it's going to disrupt the quality of our lives. The
train is not only going to run through residential streets,
but it's going to be worse because it's going to pass right

behind our backyards. This is not acceptable.
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We ask that vou run more studies using alternative
routes using Jeffersocon, Central, or other streets.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Luz Vizcarra.

Translation also needed here.

MS. VIZCARRA: (TRANS_ATOR) Good evening. My name is
Luz Vizcarra, and I live next to the rails that you want to
pass the train, on 32nd and Trinity.

And I oppose this proposal because I have
grandchildren and children that go to 28th Street School,
and this is going to be very dangerous for them.

I have lived here since 1972, and I remember when
the single train used to run by the cld rail, and every time
it ran by it would shake my house and the pictures would
fall off the walls and my knickknacks would fall off the
cabinets.

And I've also watched children run behind the
trains. This is bad. They could be run over. Children are
children, and they tend to chase trains.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Rogelio Macedonio.
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MR. MACEDONIO: (TRANSLATOR)} Good afternoon. My name
is Rogelio Macedonio, and I'm here on behalf of Trinity
38
HEARINGS

Page 123



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Block Club.

And I'm here to tell you it 1s not a good idea for
the train to pass in the midst of our neighborhood.

The community has informed me that there is 28th
Street Elementary Schcool with many children in this school,
and the train running right next to it would cause many
dangers to these children, and so therefore we are very much
opposed to it.

Many of the families in this community have been
there for 30, 40 years and do not want to lose their homes
because of the sake of the train.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Raul Elizariasus.
ﬁR. ELIZARIASUS: My name is Raul Elizariasus, and I
live on 27th Street, east of Harbor freeway.

We are opposed to having the train cross San Pedro,
30th, 31st Street, and Main Street because it is a
residential streets.

We believe that the MTA can find other acceptable
routes to run their light rail train to connect it to the

Exposition line without running it through the middle of our

14

{

community.( This proposal will be running the train right

behind our yards, and it's going to be very dangerous for

1

our children.g—ﬁhen the train runs, our homes are going to
. 39
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shake, and this is going to alter the quality of our lives,

The train tracks run right behind our homes, and
this means that the train would be running right adjacent to
our backyards and this is very unacceptable. We are asking
that the MTA run alternative studies for better routes that
would be more acceptable to this community.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank vou.
Bart Reed.
MR. REED: Hi. I'm Bart Reed, 12436 Telfair Avenue, Los
Angeles.

Some of the things perhaps that I'm going say may
not be popular with some of the residents here, but they all
are the truth. And I hope you will work with us to come
together.

Some people have mentioned issues about safety and
auto accidents. Auto accidents in this corridor are No. 1;
Pit Bulls are the No. 2 death in this corridor. Last year
there was one person killed by the Blue Line train; there
was probably about 30 killed on the 10 Freeway and all sorts
of other crimes and deaths that people are making scmething
that isn't true. These are distortions.

Whistle blowing. If a train has to go more than 35
miles an hour, the whistle will blow. This project is going

the same speed as cars and buses. When it goes the same
40
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speed as cars and buses, the whistle does not blow.

The area really does need improvements. This area
has been losing the tax dollars. Billions of dollars of tax
dollars are going to the San Fernando Valley and to all the
other wealthy people in other communities. Too many of the
neighbors here are taking the hard earned dollars of the
residents and asking that they go somewhere else. It's
imperative that we get billions of dollars we sent to
Washington back to increase and improve this community.

It's tragic that people are not seeing the future for their
children. .

And shortsightedness, talking about home values.
The truth is that home values along the Blue Line and
throughout rail areas in Los Angeles, they have gone up,

they have not gone down. I can prove it to you. You prove

it to me that they've gone down. It's not true. [ )

The routes has been rerouted. Instead of serving
the real wealthy pecople in the estate houses in the Cheviot
Hills, it goes directly to good union jobs. It's Sony and

good union jobs at Brotman Hospital. Jobs are what this

community needs and access to jobs. —J

It takes three hours by bus to get to a job in the _\

San Fernando Valiey, and an hour and a half to et to a bus

on the Westside. Why do the people here want to keep the

second~class transportation going? JL

41 7

_‘—--.JL\_/b
N

|

HEARINGS

Page 126

748

e

e



10
11
12
13
14
15
le
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

The Blue Line is the most successful light rail
system in America. It's carrying 65,000 people a day, and
it's a safe system except for people when you have criminals
that drive drunk and kill six people at a time. It's not in

the fault of the train, it's the fault of the drunk driver.
-

—]

We need to build this correctly with grade
crossings, and it has to be done safely. We want to work
with the community here. The grass roots groups that's here
is not part of the MTA, but we want to insure that this is

built the right way and the people in this room are not left

ot

LA

-~

qggl_fﬁe want to make it so there are no vibrations. 1In
1925 technology trains vibrated. 1In 2005 technology trains
don't vibrate anymore. Anybody who's ridden on the Blue
Line and has been near buildings or houses knows that they
don't get vibrations. If you live near the subway you know
you don't get vibrations. They're built safely.

The project has been on the front page of the
newspapers such as the Sentinel, it's been in the Los
Angeles Times, and this project is here for everybody's
attention. And I'd like to work together with members of
the concerned citizens here to make sure that this is a
project that works for everybody here and includes your home
values, too.

Thank you, dJudge.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.
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MR. REED: Thank you, audience.

THE JUDGE: Daniel Walker.

MR, WALKER: Good evening, everybody. I just wanted to
thank the participation from everybody, and especially the
MTA for.having this coppertunity for everyone to come out and
state their opinion.

I want to talk about the no-build option.

Oh. Daniel Walker. I'm sorry. 7416 West 8Ind
Street. I've lived in Los Angeles for about 37 years.

I want to talk about the no-build option. What
no-build means or some route in the rest of the city means
that we continue to have the status quo traffic problems and
air pellution in this area. Or what it means/is according
to studies there will be about 4 million more residents in
the L.A. County over the next 20 years or so. So if for
some reason this proiject is not built, we're going to get
stuck with the same traffic or prcbably a lot worse.

I myself am engaged. I'm going to be married; I'm
going to have children very soon. I certainly don't want
them to be run over and killed by a train or a bus or a car.
But the statistics that the gentleman before me talked about
are really true. There's 25,000 people are killed in car
accidents and bus accidents every year. But one person gets
killed in a light rail accident by a drunk driver and it

makes headlines.
43

W

L

HEARINGS
Page 128

W

[Fo

31

EAN



10

11

12

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

24

So the real truth is that, if built right, if built
with adequate safety walls, there won't be safety issues.
The MTA has to get out there and educate the people, though.
The-communities should get involved and teach the kids not
to run across in front of buses or taxis or cars or trains.
It's important -~ it's very important that the safety is the
top concern.

But the truth is that light rail is very safe. It
doesn't pollute, so I'm sure everyone cares about air
pollution. I'm in the Sierra Club transportation committee.
We're fighting for clean air for the city. Instead of
having pecple choke on more and more traffic in this part of
town, this is a clean air system that will pollute less for
everybody in Westside, Eastside, right here in Crenshaw. So
that's why we think this is a great opportunity.

We also talked about jobs. If you don't have a
car, if you're low income people, you only can go sc far in
the traffic around here. But there are good Jjobs in
downtown, there's good jobs on the Westside that your kids
can go to if you can get there fast enough.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Give us good jobs here.
MR. WALKER: Well, therz should be good jobs here.

One thing light rail does is it brings development.
Just take a look at'downtown Long Beach, Pasadena. There's

millions of dollars going into development along good
44
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146
corridors where people can actually get there. hhjl

That's why a lot of companies support these kind of |}

projects. They say, yeah, we need to get employees to our
companies. And I think you'll see that along here, as well.
It's happened every other place where they've built light
rail. People invest money, they build stores, areas where
people can work. If you're a business owner it makes sense.
You don't want people to get stuck in traffic trying to get
to your job.

THE JUDGE: Thank you, Mr. Walker. Your time is up.

MR. WALKER: Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Jesus Salazar.

MR. SALAZAR: Good evening. 1I'm Jesus Salazar. I live -\

at 1426 East 27th Street.
I just bought some property maybe three months ago.
My family's been living in the area for 27 years.

And the rail runs right behind my property. I have |

J——

two young girls. And I guess it's okay, I don't have a

problem with it, as long as it's safe enough for our

1+

community and for everybody's kids. I don't have a problem »
with it. But as long -- as everything is set up right kJ
and -- ‘
Thanks. -:{JXI
THE JUDGE: Thank you. |
Ted Daley. |
a5 | | 172
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MR. DALEY: Hi. Ted Daley is my name. I live here. I
live in Baldwin Hills.

And I'm very much for this project. There are
three reasons that I wou.d like to argue why I'm for this.
And one of them I want to speak candidly as a white person
who lives here in this neighborhood.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Run it through Baldwin Hills.

THE JUDGE: Let's give the speaker an opportunitv to
speak and not interrupt him, please.

MR. DALEY: Thank you, wvery mucn.

I'm a white person who is -- most of any neighbors
are Africans Americans; and my friends, I think this line is
something that could lead to some racial reconciliation in
this city. I have an awful lot of white friends who live on
the Westside, and they never come here. They never come
south of the 10 Freeway. And I think that the existence cof
this line is something that could bring a lot of people from
the Westside to this part of the city that would lead to

both some economic revitalization and to some racial

reconciliation. 4

The second reascn I'm very much for this, and I
don't know that people talk about this much, is that I think
there are enormous costs to congestion, beth tangible and
intangible. Sitting there on the 10 Freeway or the 405

Freeway in dead-stopped traffic is bad for your health and
46
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bad for my health. I'm talking about the pollution that we
all sit and breathe when you're sitting in that traffic; I'm
talking about the stress that all -— that is imposed on us.
That is an enormous econcmic cost, and it's a very
intangible cost.

The final thing I'd like to say is just that I've
been here for a while and I've heard so much anger abcut the
fact that apparently there wasn't nearly enough notice given
to the community about this. I would like to propose that
the MTA do this again. I actually just ran for congress
against Diane Watson in that race, and so I was out at
dozens of community forums, and I know that there's dozens
and dozens of good community organizations that know how to
get people out to things like this and how to advertize and
how to get a real conversation going.

On the campaign trail --

AUDIENCE MEMBER: The Los Angeles Times,

THE JUDGE: Let’'s not interrupt the speakers. Give him
the courtesy of —-

AUDIENCE MEMBER: It was in the Los Angeles Times.

THE JUDGE: =-- listening tc him.

MR. DALEY: On the campaign trail there was an awful lot
of interest throughout the 37th Congressional District about
this issue. And I think if we really do some real community

outreach, we can get all the various members of the
47
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community ouf to really have a full conversation about the
sum total costs and benefits for our community of this
project. And I'm for it.

Thank you, wvery much. h

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Jon Root.

MR. ROOT: My name is Jon Roct. I live at 11109
National Boulevard. |

I too just heard about this project, probably about-
a month and a half, maybe two months age. And I have to say
that I was very excited to hear about it because I look
forward to the day that I can walk from my house to a train
station that is about probably 2- to 300 yards from where I
live. And that I lcok forward to the day that I can walk to
that train station and cross across the city and get to
where I want to go without sitting in the terrible traffic
that we now have on the 10 Freeway.

Many of you may have seen -—- it came out two days
ago that they ranked the cities throughout the country about
the congestion, and Los Angeles unfortunately is the No. 1
congested city in America. So I think we need to look to
the future for light rail. .

Again, I know a lot of folks here have said they

don't want it in their backyard. I want to go on record as

stating I do want it in my backyard. I live a couple
48
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hundred yards from 2 station where a stop would be, and

again I look forward to the opportunity of walking tc that

station. —

I think these can be built safely. I've ridden
light rail systems in other parts ¢f the country, and it
does need to be done right. And it's not acceptable if
they're not done right. And that's why I like the fact that
the community is involved, and they need to be involved to
make sure that it does get built right.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Lisa Seno.

Let me point out, folks, that 7:30 will be the
latest time we can accept any further cards, 85S¢ if there
are any, please see that they're filled ocut now.

Thank you.

——

MS. SENO: Hi. My name is Lisa Seno. 1 reside at 3506

Hillcrest Drive.

L

My house is about two houses from the railroad
track, so it does really impact me tremendously. And I'm a
little surprised that I haven't seen some of my neighbors
who live on the same block or just a couple blocks from
where I live, because it does really impact them. But I
think they did not receive notification in time just like

me .
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I received my flyer -- some nice person was -- oh,
Patrick, ves, left it on my door yesterday. And as I was
running out the door, I unfolded it and looked at it, and
low and behold, a public hearing, you know. And this is the
first I had heard about it.

But I do recall receiving something in the mail, I
think about a year ago, when this concept was being
considered. So I did receive some notification at the very
ocutset last year. But I was not aware of the public
hearing,'and s¢ I'm sure a lot of my neighbors were nnt
aware either.

And I just this afternoon got on the Internet Jjust
by chance, you know, browsing around, and came across your
web site and downloaded some of the information. And I have
not had a chance to really look at the draft EIR to submit

comments. BAnd I will later.

et

—

But I have lived at my house for, oh, 20-odd vears
since 1976, and I recall during the first years when the
train ran down the track, you know. And it was, like, twice
a day, and I could always time it because one of the times
was when I was home during lunch and I was trying to take a
nap, and then my house would shake, you know.

And every two years or so I would repaint the
interior of my house because there was these cracks from the

vibration of the train. BAnd I would patch it up and, you
50
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know, repaint it, and it would appear; and to this day I
think I have a permanent hairline crack on the ceiling of
some of my rooms. So it's a nice reminder when the train
used to run down-the tracks.

So when it stopped running, it was a pleasant
surprise, and it was very quiet; and I didn't have to deal
with the noise. And so I've dgotten used to having that

right-of-way the way it is, very quiet without a train.

—Y

And it is an eyesore, especially closer as you get-_T

to Dorsey High. And within the last few years I noticed

that landscaping has gone up, much to my surprise and to my

delight, thanks to this gentleman and his association.
I am hesitant about what you are proposing to put
transit lines through there, because of the noise impact,

again, and the visual quality.

What I would like to see in the right-of-way is ﬁ_\

what Culver City has in their right-of-way. It has become
beautiful. It's landscaped. It's actually a bike path
which was done through a grant from the L.A. City

Transportation Department. I know that there are grants

~—

available out there.

If we could keep the passivity of that right-of-way

and improve it and keep it from being an eyesore, you know,

it will be wonderful. It could be a walking path or a bike
path for the residents to enjoy. N
51
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And that’s what I love in Cuiver City. I work for N

Culver City. I see this. And they —-— for years it was an

eyesore, which they cleaned up, and everyone is using it,

you know. Some people bike it. Most people walk their dogs

and whatnot. But it's for the local residents, and it is in

a residential area. I know they have a track that runs
through the Hayden area, which is the industrial-commercial
area, you know, and I would think that would be an ideal
route for this proposed proiject.
But I like my neighborhood just the way it is.
And, you know, I like it. It's taken a long time since it's
been improved, and at nights there'’s occasional helicopters,
so I could imagine --
THE JUDGE: Your time is up. Please wind it up.
MS. SENO: -~ the construction, you know, additional
noise.
Thank you, very much.
THE JUDGE: Dennis Alpern.
MR. ALPERN: Good evening. My name is Ken Alpern. I'm
a physician working for the La Vida Medical Group.
My clinics among them are in Culver City and in

downtown L.A. Most of my patients are Latino and African

?0'(

American, mostly Medi-Cal, mostly transit dependent. I am 'ZQ@
sworn to serve the interests of these individuals. They |
mean a lot to me, they are my patients and my friends. They
52 1\
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are also my neighbors.

And I am acutely aware of when they come and visit
me after a long, exhausting, bumpy, noisy ride on the buses.
They tell me how much of a problem this is. I can't ignore
them; I care for them.

I have my patients of all colors come in via car.
They're wiped out. They're exhausted. You'd think they'd
just done hurdles all the way here on foot just trying to
get to see me, on the Interstate 10.

I am tired of hearing people of color living much
or most or if not all of their lives unable to see the

Pacific Ocean. Go to the beach. Taxpayers unable to get to

something that is rightfully theirs. q_/

The problem with buses -- and they are
necessary -- is that the population is growing. They will
max out. You will spend hundreds of millions of dollars on
a bus way, and then have to scrape it down and rebuild a
light rail or something that can accommodate more pecople. I
prefer to spend money right the first time. )
I am sick and tired of predominantly rich Caucasian |
NIMBYs shutting out people who don't look like them, who are
of different socioceconomic backgrounds, and to date that has
been the primary source of opposition to this rail line, and

it makes me sick.

I live near this rail line. 1I'd be happy to have
53
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my 8-month-cld son grow up with a different L.A. than 1
knew, where neighborhoods are shut in, they den't want to

deal with each other, they can't deal with each other

‘because they’re boxed in because of transit or lack thereof.

This problem is not going to go away. One of the
greatest achievements in the last century —— I'm still
having a hard time saying "last century,"” but it is —- was
the fact that people of color do not have to be in the back
of the bus; they go to the front of the bus or whereever
they want to go.

Now with the next century I want to see people of
color not being stuck with a bus. I want individuals of
every color to have access to monorail, light rail, subway,
cars, anything that is state of the art and will serve their
interest best for the long-term, for their children, their
grandchildren's sake.

I want to bring L.A. together. 11 really want to
bring the neighbor back into the hood.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

We're out of cards. I think that concludes oral
presentations.

We thank you very much for your attention. There
will still be MTA personnel here if you want to talk to

them.
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Thank you.

(At 7:30 P.M.,

the proceeding was concluded.)

-o00o-
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA)
35.
COUNTY OF CRANGE )

I, LISA L. GROCM, C.S.R. No. 11765, do hereby
certify:

That said proceedings were taken before me at
the time and place therein set forth and were taken down by
me in shorthand and thereafter were transcribed into
typewriting under my direction and supervision, and I hereby
certify the foregeing transcript is a full, true and correct
transcript of my shorthand notes so taken.

I further certify_that I am neither counsel for nor
related to any party to said action nor in any way
interested in the ocutcome thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto subscribed my

name this 27th day of May, 2001.

o = L
ISA L. GROOM, CSR #11765
Registered Professional Reporter
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Los Angeles, California, Tuesday, May 15, 2001
5:35 P.M.
Same introduction given by David Mieger on

Monday, April 7, 2001.

THE JUDGE: Pleased to welcome you on behalf of the MTA

here. We're looking forward to some very productive
comments.
Let me go over the ground rules we have to follow
in order to expedite and keep this meeting moving along.
First of all, as to those who have given us cards,

when you come up to the podium, please indicate your name

and address before you begin. And, also, we must limit each

speaker to three minutes because we have a lot of cards. We

want to give everybody an opportunity to be heard, and if
you go beyond three minutes, we'll let you know when the

three minutes is up. If you go beyond this, it takes away

time from the other person which isn't fair. So let's give

everybody an egqual opportunity.

Under the rules, the MTA may not respond to your
questions here tonight. But as he's already indicated, if
you'll submit some written comments by June 15, there will
be a report coming out sometime thereafter; and, hopefully,
that report will cover all of your comments and your
gquestions.

The last cards we'll be able to accept will be at

5
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7:30. So if any of you have not as yet passed cards to us,
please make sure you do so by 7:30.

I also ask you to hold your applause while the
speaker is moving along during his comments. If you applaud
during the speech, what you do is interfere with his time,
and also the court reporter can't make a record.

S0 we appreciate your comments in that regard. 1
think this takes care of our comments.

We appreciate the fact that you're here.

And we'll start with the first card, Ralston Regan.

MR. REGAN: Yes. My name is Ralston Regan, and I'm from |

Santa Monica.
My comments are concerning light rail. Yes, it's a—
very good idea. So good that 10 years ago when I first read
about Southern Pacific selling that line, I thought, well,
you know, build it right now. But it wesn't built right now
or right then. It was frittered away, and now here we are
10 years later without it being built. »
Now, the Wilshire Rapid bus thing, before -- MTA,
before you start go chopping up Wilshire Boulevard and
laying concrete for a special bus line, why don't you just
start running those Rapid buses down Santa Monica Boule#ard,
Pico Boulevard, Olympic Boulevard, Venice Boulevard, and see

what happens. Run the buses down before you spend all that

money running -- building a special bus line, a dedicated

j—
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bus wav down Wilshire, spend the money on Rapid bus routes
down these other boulevards, and you may take up some of the
overcrowdedness on Wilshire because a lot of the people are
going to go to these other boulevards. Try that.

BAlso, run Rapid bus lines all over the street and

see what happens. I think they'll be very popular.

el

Now, I spoke last week at the other meeting down ]

there on Wilshire Boulevard way east of here, and I didn't
get to finish my two points concerning subterranean or
subway construction. You're going to visit this whole
problem 10 years from now if you don't do it now. You're
going to have to have a subway line up Wilshire Boulevard
all the way over to Santa Monica. —
Now, the two points I didn't get to go over last
week was that the IRT model, the IRT subway in New York is
four lines, going from south Manhattan ail the way up to the
Bronx. It looks something like this. ©Okay. Four lines,
two -- one going north and one going south is local, okay.

One going north and one going south is express, ockay.

Now, going up -- say, going from Wilshire Boulevard\
from Santa Monica down to L.A. -- down to central L.A.,
there'd be -- on the express line it may be one stop in

Westwood, one stop at La Cienega, then one stop maybe at La
Brea, and boom, that's it. That's on the express line.

On the local line there'd be one stop every half
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mile or every mile. For the express, maybe 20 minutes from
Santa Monica all the way down to L.A. Now, that's rapid
transit. This light rail is not rapid transit.
THE JUDGE: Mr. Regan, your time is up.
Thank you, very much. ]?
MR. REGAN: That's it. Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Our next speaker is Gloria Lash, and that
will be followed by Marlina Morris.
Gloria Lash? Is she here? Gloria Lash?
No Gloria Lash? All right. Pass her.
Marlina Morris.
And the one to follow that will be Roger
Christensen.
MS. MORRIS: Shall I speak from here?
THE JUDGE: You'll be —-- hold on, please,
Mr. Christensen. She's first.
MS. MORRIS: I'm Marlina Morris. I live at 10790 (ﬁ
Wilshire Boulevard, which is a high-rise condominium.
And all of the buildings on the Wilshire corridor '”}
have their collection, move-ins, move-ouits, garbage
collection, everything, from Wilshire Boulevard. We do not
have alleys. So we need a lane free for that. To take two
lanes away from the automobile traffic will impact this and

will drive traffic into the adjoining streets where we have

neighborhood schools and residential homes. AL
8—
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And letting people depart the buses in the middle
of the street will only add to the carnage that we now have,
and which nobody ever reads about.

And with the stop at Warner, which I see you've
projected, where do these people go when they get off the
bus at Warner? It's a narrow street, there's no place to
go, there's no other transportation.

We have more than 12 lots to t?.dalilt on the
corridor. Still waiting for constructié‘. Every day we
have the street torn up for fiber optics and Gho knows what,
and the construction takes sometimes two lanes, all day
long. So that would impact the traveling, too.

And I don't know why we don't think about
double—-deck buses. That would double the ridership and give

you more space to advertise, which would bring more money

into the coffers of Los Angeles. —

I just think alsc that it's unconscionable that
everybody on the corridor wasn't notified about these
meetings and about what's going on. They have to read about
it in the newspaper or on television, which a lot of people
don't do. BAnd we are notified when somebody's going to
build within 500 feet, which this will be., And I think it's
rather a shame. B
But I would like you to please consider the 7

double-decker and not having fixed lanes in the middle of

HEARINGS
Page 150

I

Id



10

11

12

13

14

15

le

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

the street,.

Thank vyou. 4

THE JUDGE: I understand Gloria Lash is now with us?
Please come forward.

MS. LASH: Just a short word for the elderly. By the
time this is built, I would like to be out of my car. I
will be 80 or more, and I think I should be out of the car
and be able to take a small connector bus and take myself

where I want to go.

And if we don't have this beautiful train that I'véﬁﬁ

ridden on, that's clean, that's pretty, that's quiet, and
that can take me to Santa Monica when I want to go to the
movies or I want to do shopping, elderly people should be
out of their cars and should be able to take some form of
public transportation to get where they want to go. And our
population is aging, and this is ~- would be a great, great
benefit. -

Thank yeou. —

THE JUDGE: Thank vyou.

Mr. Christensen.

Mr. Christensen will be followed by it looks like
Walter Alschuler.

MR. CHRISTENSEN: My name 1s Roger Christensen. I live

at 14335 Husten Street in Los Angeles.

—
And I'm here to support the light rail alternative il;z_
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in Exposition.l I support the Rapid bus concept. I think

that's been a great problem. I use it all the time.

I think what's going to happen a couple of years
from now, I hear all the time when the Westside people are
saying, well, Metro Rail is great but they didn't build it
to the Westside. That's the most congested, it's where the
most population is.

And this is our window of opportunity here. It's
not the time to talk about subways. That is off the table .
now; it's off the table for this decade, and probably won't
come back for 20 years.

But if the MTA decides to go ahead with Exposition
and they use a BRT as opposed to LRT, I believe that is a
tragic waste of money and a sucker punch. You know, BRT is
popular with people who hate transit, you know. Because
we're already looking at a ridership of over 50,000 pecple.

And the bus with its higher labor cost is -- the
truth about —-- we already have bus ways in Los Angeles. We
have the Harbor transit way. It's a billion dollar failure.
It doesn't get more than 1500 riders a day and it cost a ton
of money between Caltrans and whatever, and it's a -— and
the Blue Line runs us alongside of it a couple miles, and
it's the most successful light rail in the country.

In a couple years from now we're going to have

light rail to Pasadena, we're going to have rail to the
11

| I
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Eastside and of course Hollywocd and the east valley and
Long Beach, and everyone's going to be saying, well, how
come it does doesn't go here? And I think you're all going

to feel robbed if it doesn't come here.

I also peoint out about bus ways, everyone talks ‘“1
about how the -- there's that one bus way of the Westside
that gets -- has the most success on the Eastside. The

El Monte bus way is the most successful bus way in America,
and yet it has a smaller ridership than the Green Line,
which is successful, but everyone calls the line that goes
from nowhere to nowhere. And it does go from nowhere to
nowhere, but it's more successful than that bus way.

And they all talk about Ottawa as the big city in
the north, you know, as having a successful bus way, and yet
the mayor and the city counsel of Ottawa are now working to
get it changed into a light rail.

Light rail is the big renaissance in ZAmerica today.
It's the San Diego Trolley, it's in Sacramento, it's in
Denver, it's in all the California cities, San Jose. And
they're building it in San Francisco and all over the place.

It would be -~ you're all going to feel robbed if .

you allow the MTA just to put buses on Exposition. It's

going to be, like, how come we got the second-rate system,

L%

because the studies show that it does not -- it's in the
EIR. It doesn't make it with the ridership. BAnd their
12
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operating costs are very suspect, also.
Please support light rail for Exposition.
Thank you. |
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Walter Alschuler, to be fellowed by Marie Wallace.
MR. ALSCHULER: In regard to light rail transport, how ™
many of you here have been on the Red Car? The old Red Car?,
pid it do a geod job?
AUDIENCE: Yes.
MR. ALSCHULER: Why did they tear it out?

Do they still have the easements? —

AUDIENCE: Yes.

MR. ALSCHULER: Why don't they put it back? J‘}'ﬂf

They tell you how they're going to take people on
in one second and two seconds. If you've ever ridden a
trolley car, you know that's a lot of bunk. In regard to
buses, you can't get on them in one second or two seconds

—1]

unless you run over somebody.
What's going to happen? When they're talking about
running a light rail from Venice to Sepulveda, has anyone
ever seen the four corners there and where the freeways end?
We have two freeways, north and a south and an east and a
west, all within two miles of this National and Sepulveda.

And you're going to put another landing there? You're going

to put more cars, more trucks, more lines in the floor, on
13

3
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the streets? That's going to speed anything up? No.
The only thing that will speed things up when we go
20th century, 21st century and we put them up —-- Disneyland

has the idea. Why aren't we doing it on Wilshire Boulevard?

——

Think about it.

%

|t

THE JUDGE: Thank you. ]37
MR. ALSCHULER: One more guestion. Who's paying for all\]3§)
this? ]
THE JUDGE: Marie Wallace next, please.
MR. ALSCHULER: Who's paying for this? Judge Title, \} 74
—

we're entitled to know who's paying for it.
AUDIENCE: We are.
MR, ALSCHULER: Is this a federal grant or is it coming

out of the taxpayers?

THE JUDGE: I've already indicated the MTA is not 7
permitted to respond by federal law, so please have a seat.
Marie Wallace, please. Marie Wallace.
To be followed by Damon Wing.

MS. WALLACE: My name is Marie Wallace. I live at 3233
Selby Avenue in West L.A. That's near National and
Overland.

And I'm speaking to the Expo line. I'm really

concerned about the route, and I have four points to make.

<
af
4z

943

gy

The first one is, in reading EIR and looking at ™
your density map, the density in terms of either
14
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residential, commercial, or retail is not there. It is
there along the Wilshire line. And I would certainly hope
that you do something to develop Wilshire to mowve all the
traffic and all of the density that is there.

The second point is it doesn't connect many
centers. In the EIR there were 24 centers listed. And the
Expo line only connected the 3rd Street Promenade and the
complex around USC, the Coliseum, and the museuﬁs that are
there. In between there's about 16 miles of very little to
connect with.

The third thing that I noticed on the map is the
Wilshire line is three miles from the Expc line. And that
seems a little transit overkill to have the two so close. I
would recommend that vou have Wilshire and then have a
north/south group, because we don't have any north/scuth

~—t

rapid transit.

Now, I'm for rapid transit if it is for the right 7
reasons and in a right place where it supports the dengity,
and it would certainly north/south so we could get connected
to the Valliey, for instance.

I listed 24 centers -- 48 centers that are not
connected, that are not in the EIR. Little places l1like LAX,
Getty, Playa Vista, Kaiser Hospital, West L.A. College. 5o

that's on the centers thing.

Then, I kept a diary for three weeks about where I
‘ 15
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went in the car, and that was very illuminating. Because
only one trip, and that was to downtown to the public
library, could I have made on the Expo line. Everything
else, the Expo line would not have taken me there. In a
couple of the places I could get there on the Santa Monica
Blue Line, existing, but the Expo line would not take me
where I needed to go.

And I would challenge all of you here to start
keeping a diary as to where you go to make your car trips

and see whether or not the Expo line would satisfy that

need. —_

S0 those are my four points. Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Damon Wing, tc be followed by Russ Davies.
MR. WING: Hi. I'm Damon Wing. I live at 14332
Riverside Drive in Sherman Oaks. While I do now live in the
Valley, I've spent many years living along the Wilshire

corridor and Mid-City, Miracle Mile, and Westwood.

drove here, unfortunately. But I do appreciate that you're
having these public hearings. It's important. From the
executive summary I see some good ideas here, beginnings of
some opportunities for us. I am a supporter of the light
rail and greatly encourage that.

I did have a couple of questions and comments on
16

}q%

And probably like 99 percent of those of us here, 1]

¥
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some of the studies on the Section 3.8 about the emissions.
I'm assuming that the study was done on the compressed
natural gas buses in the types of emissions. It wasn't
guite stated there. I'm happy that you are.considering
electric and hybrids. The city of Burbank does use electric

buses. They're a joy to drive behind. There are no

emissions. : ]

I would encourage you to look into as many
possibilities that there are for hybrid microturbine or
electric vehicles.

Also, if possible, 1if the purchases are made from
companies that produce them locally or at least within the
state.

And in Section 3.11 regarding the water resources B
and the ground water through new construction, I really like
the pictures you showed of the Oregon system where they run
grass down the center divider. There's an obvious concern

in Los Angeles about runoff on adding any new impervious

surfaces. Any more we can do to decrease that so the water

St

|

B
s

59

is reclaimed or sustainable by running back into the ground

water to help alleviate both flooding and pollution out to

the ocean would be appreciated. B
Thank you. '“};<—
THE JUDGE: Thank you. ]
Russ Davies, to be followed by Bob Zwolinski.
17
HEARINGS

Page 158



10
11
12
i3
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

MR. DAVIES: Hey, congratulations. In a little over 11
years we've gone from no urban rail systems in this county
to a point where every section of the county but one either
has rail now or is about to have it.

The Blue Line we've heard a lot about today,
changing the three-car trains because it's been so
successful. East L.A. is going to get their line. The
Valley has three rail options. We have a system called
Metrolink, also. And there are five different lines of
Metrolink that serve this county and go on out into other
counties.

But we're being treated like the country bumpkins.
We're not getting anything here. So I urge that the
Exposition right-of-way should not only be approved, but it
should be rail because rail will get people out of their

automobiles and buses won't.

THE JUDGE: Thank you. \-]§}

Rob Zwolinski, to be followed by Matt Kelly.
MR. ZWOLINSKI: Thank you and good evening. My name is
Bob Zwolinski. I 1live at 1824 Euclid in Santa Monica.

And I'm here to support Alternative 3, the Wilshire™

BRT and Exposition LRT.

{

And as we all know, we need to do something along
the Wilshire corridor. I rode the Rapid bus this evening,

boarded l4th Street and was a standee all the way here.
18
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It's third stop. And after Barrington, the traffic couldn't.

accept anymore riders. He had to tell them to go away.
So I'm not in favor of bus rapid transit, but in

lieu of failure to fund this subway, let's put it in. We

need something.

the light rail. A light rail line provides high capacity,

it's fast, it's quiet, and it's pollution free

S
As for the Exposition line, I definitely support ;

}5

In closing, building one of the alternatives is not ||

transportation. Buses are not. —
Also, at this time there is no public transit that |
serves the brand new Olympic-Cloverfield media employment
area. This rail line with its Olympic-Cloverfield stop
would provide thousands of people that live or work in that
area access to transportation. i
going to fulfill the Westside's needs. We need both
Wilshire BRT and Expo LRT if we wanit the Westside to be

mobile.

Thank you. }é‘.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Matt Kelly, to be followed by Teresa Bond.

MR. KELLY: Hi. I'm Matt Kelly. I live at 4451 Finley H:)(/';(a

Avenue in Los Angeles. -1
I take the Red Line to work near Hollywcod and ]
Vine. Very crowded subway. There I would like to be able
19
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to use light rail to Exposition for work on the Westside
since I do freelance work, and oftentimes I'm stuck in
traffic with you guys getting to the Westside.

Light rail can be a good neighbor. 1I'm tired of
hearing these arguments that it's noisy, it’s going to run
over children, and all this other stuff. Because we all
know the real killer in this town is automobiles. 1,666
people were killed in automobile accidents last year. ]

Also, we can go to any other city in the U.3. and
see how light rail does, especially in affluent areas. The
Sunset District in San Francisco has Muni going through it,
through very nice neighborhoods. There's schools and
churches and playgrounds all near these lines.

The Garden District in New Orleans would put
Hancock Park out of shame. It.has Loyola University right
there. It's heavily used even though it's more of a
street-car-type older technology. They were smart, they
didn't get rid of their old trolley system like we did.

In the Dallas the new light rail properties have
increased 50 percent along the property route. So people
saying that it's going to degrade their property values,
that's just nonsense. In fact, this would also help
low-income families and people buying condos, since Fannie
Mae and some other mortgage lenders are bringing low

interest loans to people who move to transit stations in
20
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Southern California. .

Even in Cheviot Hills where the route now detours
around, there is still people supporting the route. And
even on the Cheviot Hills homeowners web site, you can go
there and see that in their recent list of comments and
complaints submitted to the Cheviot Hills board of
directors, while they had nine people writing in to oppose
light rail, they also had seven supporting light rail. So
it's not that far off. And four cther people wanted better
puklic transportation. Someone else wrote in saying they
wanted the Red Cars back on Venice Boulevard, and two other
people wanted a bike path on Exposition right-of-way.

S50 there is support on the Westside for some sort

of transit public improvement.

/‘1
Light rail can also be quiet. Last year I went to |

Rome, and the Casoleto [phonetic] Line in Rome is very, very
guiet. It's -- and these cars are built by Fiat, of all
groups. So if Fiat can build guiet trains, I'm sure we can
find someone who can build quiet trains here.
RAlso, one more point --

THE JUDGE: Your time is up, Mr. Kelly.

MR. KELLY: Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Teresa Bond, to be followed by Ken —-- I
don't get the last name, I'm afraid, pbut he lives on Iowa

Street for identification purposes.
21
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Teresa Bond.

MS. BOND: Here. Thank you. My name is Teresa Bond,
and I live at 3289 Kelton Avenue. I'm a resident and home
owner in a neighborhood called Westside Village. -

THE JUDGE: Please hold your applause so she can have
her full three minutes. Thank you.

MS. BOND: And I'm here to speak of the diversion. The-ﬁ
economic feasibility of the diversion, the impact that it
would have on our neighborhood.

And I did also want to go on record that my friend‘u
and I have been out canvassing the area and getting the
opinions of the home owners in the area, and I did submit a
petition of over 300 names and comments about the diversion
that would go Venice and Sepulveda.

Again, our concern is the economic feasibility. We
are not against rapid transit, we are not against light
rail; we are against the diversion. We look at the impact
study, we look at financial feasibility of it, and it is at
a great cost.

We also look at the impact that it has on our
neighborhood.  The impact study has not addressed the issue
of parking diversion. 1In fact, it does say that it would
impact traffic in our neighborhood and that it would take up

parking along both Sepulveda Boulevard, Venice Boulevard,

and that National area. It is a very busy traffic area. It
22

73

HEARINGS
Page 163



10

11

1z

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

22

23

24

25

is not a high~density area as far as residential, but it is
a very high-density area with traffic with the 405 and the
10 Freeways there and Sepulveda and National and Sawtelle
and Overland.

So again, we do urge the MTA to consider the needs
of our area as far as the economic feasibility of the
diversion.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Ken Tanji, who lives on Iowa? Is he here?

Ken's not here? All right. We'll pass him.

Joan Winters, to be followed by Martin Rubin.

MS. WINTERS: I'm Joan Winters. I live at 2822 Barry
Avenue in West Los Angeles.
And I am for rapid transit. And I've lived here a

long time in this community. We've lived in our house over

M

i

Nk

40 years. We lived on -- as a child I live on Stoner
Avenue, and our house was taken away by the Santa Monica !
Freeway.

—11

We live not too far now from Sepulveda and
National, and that area is so highly impacted with traffic.
We have the two freeways there. And as I say, I've lived in
this area a long time, and we do need more improvements.

But as far as the detour on Sepulveda, I am against.

Because there's a shop, a huge shopping -- a large shopping
23
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And I went to the library, and I read up on the
light rail; and Sepulveda Boulevard isn't that wide. The
streets would have -- from cne of the scenarios the streets
would have to be -- the sidewalks would have fo be
shortened, and the trees would have to be removed.

And it affects -— it just -- we have a lot of
trouble with Santa Monica Airport as it is in that area with
the planes, and it's just such a high-density traffic
airport. You look up -- see, you stand at National and
Sepulveda and see those planes go by, you see all the cars;
I don't think this detour is fair to this side of the
community. I'm really not in favor of it for that.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Martin Rubin, to be followed by Tom Becktold.

MR. RUBRIN: Martin Rubin, 2822 Barry Avenue, about a
third of a mile from National and Sepulveda.

I agree with Joan in everything she said, and I
also feel that the notification thing for our areas was not
adequate, as obviously some neighborhoods were
privileged -- in particular, I guess, Chevict Hills -- to
address this issue. And I think that sets a bad precedence
to run around like the neighborhood gets -- to get in on the
pretalk of the plans.

And you go arcund that neighborhood and you really
24
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cannot justify it in the sense it's economically, you know,
the area that it's going to is about a mile away. And you
have the existing tracks. The upheaval it would cause on
Venice and Sepulveda Beulevard is not fair to a lot of
people. And it's not difficult for it to go that short
distance to get to light rail.

I'm in favor of improved transpeortation in
L.os Angeles. I grew up in Philadelphia, and it's a mess
there too. Bult they started out with a plan of the city,
and Los Angeles obviocusly precbably didn't have that, like,

Ben Franklin Street plan that he set down to begin with.

e

Angd what I envision before you did the subways was
monorails on the freeways, running around in the center or
whatever. Because first of all, you have monorail, and if
it were elevated it would look good; you'd get some scenery.
Subways is down underground, then you have the earthguakes
to deal with, too.

And you need to look at the overall plan, too. I
mean, where is it going to go in the big picture down the
road if you Just do one piece?

And this detour is ridiculous. It's just another h
fiasco that Los Angeles 1s going to do if it would do that,
you know, you got to really -- I'm losing my train of

thought, but the -- I definitely am for better

transpertation. The light rail would seem definitely the
25
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1Z
way to go. And anything else. —

One thing I might get to hate everybody here, but I _T

thought that automobiles and gasoline and anything that
burns those fuel ought to be getting taxed heavily. Some
new heavy tax, and all that money in Los Angeles, because
we're No. 1 in pollution and traffic. We've got to figure
out how to clean that up. So tax people that are using the
cars. We're the ones that are complaining anyhow when we're
using it. And put that money into making a system where

people can go around and we can start breathing again. l

7

Thank you. qugj

THE JUDGE: Thank you, very much.
Tom Becktold, to be followed by Robert Mautino.
MR. BECKTOLD: Hi. My name 1s Tom Becktold. I'm a
resident at 2635 Veteran Avenue in West Los Angeles.

I came to this meeting as a concerned home owner
trying to figure out what to do with my home in light of
what the MTA might be deoing in my neighborhood. I'm a
little bit concerned based on MTA's past history of less
than stellar success in constructing anything in any amount

of reasonable time or under any budget that would be

relevant.
-

It seems to me -- and again, my neighborhood would
benefit from routing the light rail system away from the

Exposition area and Cheviot and Rancho Park; however, it
26
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seems something that's not even on the table and the last
speaker touched on a bit was a freeway alternative. We all
take the freeways regularly, we know those routes; everyone
is very familiar with how to get from point A to point B
following the 10 or the 405, those type of freeway routes.
It seems to me building a transportation system
that would cover along those lines would be the least
interruptive to neighborhoods, to residences, and probably
provide the most benefit to businesses and to low—inéome

residents in the center city and pecple trying get from

point A to point B. —t

e

I have a difficplt time with the information that's
provided to me to support any system, because again, the
devils are in the detail. We hear rumors, oh, we might put
a parking structure on Exposition near my home. Don't know
if that's true or not. We don't know where the stops would
ke on these systems. So all these things really impact
whether I would support or oppeose such a system.

I think everyone agrees we need better
transportation, but we have a network of freeways that it
seems to me why can't we piggyback a rail system off of
those instead of trying to rush through or jam through
neighborhoods in areas where it's impacting home owners and
residents.

Basically, that's it.
27 4
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THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Robert Mautino, to be followed by Leona Kline,
MR. MAUTINQO: Robert Mautino, 2723 Greenfield.

I'm in favor of light on Exposition Boulevard. 1
must say I thought this day would never come. I was here
the '40s and '50s when we were dismantling the Red Car
system and building freeways. -

I remember people telling me they built the
Pasadena Freeway before World War II. It was two lanes in
each direction. That was a big deal. But after World War
II we had more congestion, and so we built the Hollywood
Freeway, three lanes in each direction. Big deal, but it
wasn't enocugh. So we built the Santa Monica Freeway, four
lanes in each direction., Big deal, but it wasn't enocugh.

Now we're restriping and cutting into the medians.
We've got five and six lanes in each direction, and it's not
enough; and we're still getting more and more traffic. So
we have to do something.

Now, no one asked us about the freeways. I don't
remember going to any meetings. Nobody asked me my opinion.
We had NIMBYs in those days, too, but we all had to stand
aside. They decided we don't have any right-of-way
problems, we got ten bulldozers, we'll put them side by side
and make a right-of-way, and now we have the Santa Monica

Freeway.

v

28

HEARINGS
Page 169

1




10

11

12

i3

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Some of us thought they could have just taken two
bulldozers and made a right-of-way for rapid transit, but
they didn't want to do that.

Now, we used to have a big right-of-way on Venice
Boulevard. The Red Car used it. The last Red Car was in
September of 1950, and the right-of-way sat there, not doing
anything, not bothering anybody, for about 20 years; and
then a government agency came by and got rid of the
right-of-way and widened the street. Nocbody asked us,
nobody ever called any meetings, nobody ever said -- that I
know of -~ what can we do about that? Why can't we put the

right-of-way back on Venice Boulevard?

P
i I
I think the best alternative would be to run the [
subway to Pico and San Vicente and then put the right-of-way
back on Venice Boulevard down to Venice. But politics is (?:;

the art of the possible, not the art of the desirable. And
the Exposition right-of-way today seems to be the most
possible of the alternatives.

As to the diversion, why doesn't someone think
about maybe just running it northbound on Sepulveda and
southbound on San Vicente? Maybe that would ease congestion
or something. I don't know. I leave that to the engineers.

But of all the possible alternatives for transit oni

the Westside, I think light rail on the Exposition

right-of-way is the best of the alternatives that's
29
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possible. So I hope the MTA builds it, and I hope they
build it soon.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Leona Kline, to be followed by Deborah Rhodes.

MS. KLINE: My name is Leona Kline, and I'm a resident
of the Diplomat of the high-rise at 10350 Wilshire
Boulevard.

I am opposed to take away the parking lane,
especially for our lcading and unloading, alsco, service
trucks of all kinds for our building. And we, of course,
have to consider our guests. We have no parking area in the
back. We have no access to that. And so we need our
jut-out, which is both west and east.

And last but not least, we are taxpayers, and I
think we should have some consideratlion. Because I don't
know at this point who is going to pay for all of the extra
things that we are going to think of in the future.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank vyou.

Deborah Rhodes, to be followed by Frank Bettger.

MS. RHODES: Hi. I'm Deborah Rhodes. I live at 10787
Wilshire Boulevard.

I'm also starting back to UST again in the fall.

S0 I'm impacted by both projects significantly. When I was
30
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at SC back in the '60s, they built the addition to the

freeway. I sat there and watched it. —_

There's no reason we couldn't do concept of a
fly-over rather than underground down there. Light rail is
critical. I've driven Exposition many times. I'd like to
take my bike. I can't do it. It's critical that we have
the light rail down that Expo.

Now, to address the Wilshire Boulevard situation,
living on Wilshire, you've heard two very eloquent speakers
speak about the impacts on Wilshire. Losing lanes is
horrible. BAs it is we have frequently have only one way of
getting in. You are talking about blocking access to cur
residence. This is not a business, this is a residence.
You put anything down the center, we can no longer access in

the mid-block, regardless of which direction we're headed.

The safety issue putting it in the center, again,
lock at what happens on the Blue Line. I'm not saying
you're not going to build safe. What I'm saying is you're
putting high speed transit or rapid transit or access
transit, and then you have a problem of getting across.

I cannot walk across Wilshire Boulevard at Selby
Avenue without hitting a red light. I cannot run across
Wilshire Boulevard at Selby Avenue without getting a red
iight. I'm relatively agile. May not be in a few years.

There are a lot of people who cannot cross the major
31
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thoroughfares.

There is no position for linkage between these two
positions, nor is there an address of what's going on on
Santa Monica Boulevard, which is being completely renovated. qu
There's no timing impact from here. -

So, again, these are issues that have not yet been.m
addressed.

I talked -—- I did a check on the web site for MTA
as to the time it would take me to get from where I live to
USC using the bus system. The times range from an hour and
twelve minutes to an hour and seven minutes. One uses Rapid
bus, the other does not. What difference does it make to jk)
me. Where is the "rapid" in the Rapid Metro? It's 45
minutes right now to drive from right here -- or actually
from & little bit east of here just to the border of Beverly

Hills. That's less than three miles. Some of us can walk

it faster. Unfortunately, we have three major hilils to do.

That's the problem.
.
Thank you. 'jl/,/
THE JUDGE: Time is up. Thank you.
Frank Bettger, to be followed by Harry Peterzell.
MR. PETERZELL: 1I'll be passing. I won't be speaking.
I'm Harry Peterzell. I won't be speaking.
MR. BETTGER: My name is Frank Bettger. I reside at
10577 1/2 Ashton Avenue, A-s-h-t-o-n, Los Angeles 90024. ) e
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And I'm here tonight to support the light rail on
Exposition Boulevard. I believe that it will attract
eventually 80,000 riders once it's up and running.

We've already seen the tremendous success of the
Blue Line from Long Beach to Los Angeles, which now carries
more than 62,000 passengers a day. The Green Line is now
carrying more than 26,000 passengers a day from Norwalk to

the North Redondo Beach area.

IR

L

L

I do not support a bus way. A bus way is cost
inefficient, buses pollute, they're going to be a lot
slower; people will use the light rail. It's been a proven
and a given that if you build a light rail, cities will vote
to expand their system. -

As in the case of Dallas, Texas, where recently, in‘
August of last year, 77 percent of the voters voted to tax
themselves more so they could build more of the light rail
system in a faster way.

In the San Diego Trolley we have 88,000 riders now
who are riding the San Diego Trolley. That's a less denser
area than the Expo corridor, which is only second to
Wilshire as far as dense population. So there's 88,000
pecple riding the San Diego Trolley. That's up 16 percent
from last year.

In Portland there's 71,000 riders a day that are

using the Portiand Max Light Rail. That's up by 8 percent
33

s

HEARINGS
Page 174



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

from last year.

You look at San Jose, they're up by 31 percent
ridership from last year.

Sacramento has got a light rail system. The
Westside is the only area that still does not have a light
rail. And yet if we look at the Santa Monica Freeway
system, we've got 333,000 cars traveling on that gridlocked
situation every day.

I don't believe the naysayers here that say that no
one's going to use it or it's going to be a detriment to the
area.

If you look at old Pacific Electric statistics
which I have at home goiné back the last hundred years, I
have one figure I'd like to quote tc you. It was taken in
1947. The Venice Short Line carried 5,409,036 rail
passengers in 1947. Now, that is when PE was in the midst
of dismantling its system, and yet despite that fact there
were that many people way back then, 54 years ago, that were
riding the Venice Short Line.

I'm not happy with the detour, but it's the best wé:
can live with, and I do support anything that will get us
out to the Westside. The Blue Line passengers will of
course be able to easily transfer to the Expo light rail.
It will serve such places as USC, Staples Center, Crenshaw

business district, and we got Sony Pictures Studios.

e

—d
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Thank you. .

THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Roberta Schiller, to be followed by Greg Mantell, I
believe it is.
Roberta Schiller, is she here?
AUDIENCE MEMBER: She left.

THE JUDGE: Okay. Greg Mantell or Martel.

1

} o

MR. MANTELL: Greg Mantell, 1223 Wilshire in Santa ]m
Monica. e
]

First of all, I just want to say I'm in favor of
the Expo line. I hope people have noticed tonight MTA did
say they're considering not building it all way to Santa
Monica, which I think would be a terrible fiasco, and I

would hate see another Green Line to nowhere. -

ey

If it should be built, it should be built to Santa
Monica. Don't build it halfway and then wonder why nobody
rides 1it.

Number two, as someone who lives and works along
Wilshire Boulevard, that bus way is the most ridiculous idea
I've ever heard. Removing two lanes from Wilshire Boulevard

.
will completely destroy Wilshire.

i
The MTA, if you read the draft, their own strategy L\

is to close down Wilshire Boulevard. What they say is over
the long run they want to discourage long-distance car

travel down Wilshire and reserve it for short travel trip.
35
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A couple of blocks. Good-bye, Wilshire Boulevard.

————

—_—

And that would be very easy to do. Take two lanes
off of Wilshire and traffic's going nowhere. You expect
people to take Santa Monica, Olympic, and Sunset to replace
Wilshire. Have you ever driven down those streets during
rush hour?

And first -- and, you know, it's unfortunate, we're
talking about everything we should be talking tonight.

There was an alternative which is funded by the federal
government called the subway, which was going down Wilshire
all the way to Santa Monica. It could.

There are hundreds of millions of dollars which
you're sitting here tonight trying figure out to how to
spend elsewhere, even though the federal government approved
that money years ago, because the MTA in its poor planning
can't get it right. From day one everyone has always said,
every consultant, every study has always said, build a
Wilshire subway. -

Everyone thinks it will be built. It will be built |
20 years from now, 20 years too late, at 10 times the cost,
because the MTA in the year 2000 cannot figure out what
London discovered over 150 years ago, to build a subway. a

I'm from Chicage. Chicago would have built it 20 ]
years, 100 years agoc. Build the subway down Wilshire. Wait

until you see the public backlash to that bus way.
36
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Remember the 310 area code, a change which was
approved and repealed? That bus way will get part way in,
and out it goes. Wait until everyone on the Westside starts

suing.

THE JUDGE: Thank you. 9

Rcobert Cheeseboro, to be followed by Arnold Pincus.
Mr, Cheeseboro.
—]
MR. CHEESEBORO: My name is Robert Cheeseboro. I live
at 3525 South Bronson Avenue, which is exactly one block

north of the Crenshaw-Exposition stop, which will be a major

stop because Crenshaw is a major street. —

I want to talk about why this line goes in, not a
lot of controversy about it. It goes in because we're
talking about pedestrian movement. We're not talking about
what you do in your car. We're saying there are places you
go because they're pedestrian venues.

And let's look at these, especially in the segment,
since I'm in the middle of the segment between Robertson,
where you would have park-and-ride and the Expo park.

You've got the largest church capacity, which is the West
Angeles Cathedral that just opened up. You've probably seen
it written up in the Times. That's a pedestrian venue and
absolutely needs this type of transit.

But let's go on down that route. In the years that

I've lived, 35 years there next to this Crenshaw stop, you
37
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now have an Exposition Park, the science center, you've got
the Coliseum, vou have the swim stadium, you have IMAX
theatre, you've got USC, which is a $10 billion build-out
that's going on. Continue on around. And you go on out to
the Staples Center, you'll pick up the new Disney, you'll
pick up the downtown Our Lady of Angels Church, and you've
got all of these pedestrian friendly stops that absolutely
are nightmares to get to by car.

But take it from my point of view. If we want to
go out of where I live, which is the inner city, how do we
get to the beach? Or how do we get to downtown? We're
paying for this. We've all been paying for it in Props A

and C. Let's build it.

Take a look at the capacity of this line. You'll
have a train that has 228 seats that will go at the same
speed as a bus. But look at the delivery of the numbers of

people compared to the bus. So the key here is efficiency,
cost, effectiveness. Build this and you've already got your

riders.

I

]
We're not trying to fight cars, but we know if you L}

can park and ride at Robertson -- and I think it should go
all the way, I think there should be no question about

it -- but certainly build that first part from Robertson to
the connection at the downtown Blue Line-Red Line intersect,

and you can go anywhere, from the beach to any other part of
38
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the system, without ever stepping outside of the stations.
Thank vou.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Arnold Pincus, to be followed by Lisa Gilletfte.

MR. PINCUS: My name is Arnold Pincus. I live at 3133 -1)33
Midvale Avenue. -~}
T

A resident of Westside Village, which will be
impacted by the diversion that Cheviot Hills has been able
to achieve. I don't think that's very fair. We've already
been impacted by the 10 and the 405 Freeways, and now we're
told that Exposition Boulevard should be running through our
neighborhood, and I don't think it should be in our backyard
for good reason. It's not just -- and tonight we heard
about USC getting special privileges, as well. So I don't

think that that's very fair.

Gridlock on all of these streets means bus ways aré\

ridiculous. The diversion is ridiculous; Wilshire Boulevard
is ridiculous. The Red Line should be taken from Western to
the beach. That's the only solution for Wilshire Boulevard.
As far as the Red Car is concerned, that went down':
Venice Boulevard, which is a logical street from downtown to
the beach. There's no reason why Exposition should be even

considered. It was a freight line. That's all it was. It

was never any kind of transportation corridor. And it

impacts lots of people.
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Thank you. 4
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Lisa Gillette, to be followed by Darrell Clarke.
MS. GILLETTE: My name is Lisa Gillette. I live in
Westside Village at 3271 Greenfield. 1
And I have to say I'm in favor of light rail, but fh
have to say I'm not in favor of the Expo diversion. I

believe it's a poorly conceived, poorly planned, reactionary

answer to the home owner of Cheviot Hills and Rancho Park.

[}

But what is that expression, money talks, nobody
walks? And I don't believe that those people in that

neighborhood would ride this light rail.

[S—

I

T

I'm kind of shocked that the existing tracks would
not be used. I think it's again an attempt to throw money
at trying to fix a problem. I don't believe that there's
been enough study on the impact in Westside Village,
specifically the traffic that's on National and Sepulveda,
the 10 and the 405 intersect there. 1It's an incredibly busy
intersection, and to put a subway stop there, a light rail

stop there, I think would just add to the congestiocn.

jaf

Thank you. )#{&

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Darrell Clarke, to be followed by Jon Root.

)

MR. CLARKE: I'm Darrell Clarke, 339 10th Street, Santa

Monica. —
40
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Well, congratulations, Los Angeles is again the
most congested and polluted city in the country. We took
the title back from Houston on at least one of those.

And we have a great opportunity with the Exposition
corridor. Has denser population, denser jobs, worse traffic
than even the Long Beach Blue Line corridor, which is only
the most successful light rail line in the country. Two to
three times the density of many other successful light rail
lines. Portland, San Diego. Serves many important
destinations from Santa Monica Beach to the Westside jobs.
We have a downtown at each end of this corridor. Culver
City, Staples Center, Exposition Park.

And absolutely we need the speed, the capacity, and
the comfort of a light rail line and not a bus way. Which
points to a major error in the Draft Environmental Impact
Report. They say that buses would run 1.6 minutes apart on
the bus way, if it were a bus way. And yet they say that
buses will not stop for cross traffic. Buses 1.6 minutes
apart not stopping for cross traffic, the cross traffic
never dgets by. This is a major error.

Now, that's how they came up with a 47 minute
running time for the bus way. Which is impossible. So the
reality is the bus way would take about an hour, versus
light rail, 40, 45 minutes. Ridership would be a lot less

than projected. Light rail already is a very successful
41

HEARINGS
Page 182



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

22

23

24

25

51,400 projected; the bus way, 20,000 if it's lucky.
Operating costs would be significantly more. 1In

all ways the light rail line is the economically superior,

not to mention the much better for our quality of life.

That's why s0 many people here tonight, so many other people

——d

favor the light rail option.

~

One last thing I'd like to say, we've heard about
the Wilshire Rapid bus, the big success, although somebody
noted it wasn't very rapid. I'd also like to say Long Beach
Blue Line carries two to three times as many passengers per
hour as this wvery successful bus line.

Light rail can carry a lot more people, a lot more
comfortably, for less money per trip, and it's absolutely
what we need for the future gquality of life for the Westside

of Los Angeles and to connect to the rest of the L.A. rail

network. s

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Jon Root, to be followed by Andrew Moss.

"-——‘
MR. ROOT: Good evening. My name is Jon Root. I live }K{?

at 11109 National Boulevard.

I first heard about this project a couple of monthgﬁﬂ

ago, and my initial reaction was I was fairly interested.
But the more I locked at this, I thought this is really an
incredible opportunity that we have. And before I talk

about those opportunities, I do want to state that I would
42
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be affected by this project very greatly. I'm not going to
say impacted, I'm going to say affected, and I see these as
benefits, not as impacts.

I live probably 2Z2- to 300 yards from the proposed

station at National and Sepulveda, and I see benefit, not an

impact.
. ~
There are four things that I want to talk about
that light rail would benefit this area: congestion, air
quality, property values, and linking communities. -

Congestion. We have the absolute worst congestionh_
of any city in this country. We all know if you're on the
10 Freeway, you're not going to go anywhere quickly, and
it's only going to get worse. This study area of this
project includes 1.5 million residents, vet in the next 20
years there's going to be an additional 300,000 residents.

I don't know how they're going to get to and fro, from the
Eastside to the Westside, 1f we continue fo rely on the
freeways.

Air gquality. Light rail systems, they're
essentially nonpolluting. This is an electric system.

We're not talking about a large freight train running up and
down Sepulveda or Exposition. We're talking about a light

rail system that is powered by electricity. These things

are fairly quiet. Again, we're not talking about freight j

trains. ]
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Property values. If you look at the communities

that have successful systems, San Diego, San Jose,

Sacramenta, San Francisco, Portland, and you go to their
real estate section, you'll see that people are listing
their homes either for rental or for sale, and when they do
that, they note that it is near a light rail line. Now,
they're not doing that because it's a negative impact,
they're listing it because it's a positive benefit. People
want light rail because they want to be able t5 get around
in the community that they live in. —
And the final point I want to make is that the real\
benefit that I see, that this would link communities. We
have the successful Long Beach to downtown Los Angeles light
rail. 60,000 boardings a day. They're building the light
rail from Pasadena to downtown Los Angeles, light rail from
downtown Los Angeles to the Eastside. We have the Green

p—

Line.

" ——tt]

I don't think that we should miss out here on the
Westside by saying, no, forget it, we want either nothing
because we're not interested or we want buses. It's just
not the way to go.

I want to look to the future. I want to be able
to —- I'm not dependent on the bus, but I really want to be

able to leave my car at home, hop on a light rail system,

—

1573

and travel around this area conveniently.
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Thank vou. —
THE JUDGE: Thank you, wvery much,

Andrew Moss, to be followed by Pamela Marks.
MR. M0SS: My name is Andrew Moss. I'm a member of theiﬁ
Westside Village Civic Association. I'm a home owner in the
—
Westside Village area.
And along with other members of the association, I‘_]

support light rail but strongly oppose the diversion along
Venice and Sepulveda.. The MTA already has an effective rail
corridor along Exposition, a corridor far superior in terms ij??

of cost and traffic and parking impacts in an already highly

congested area, the Venice-Sepulveda area. Why increase

this congestion when an already effective route is

available?

Thse
Thank you,. wﬂ ﬁ

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Pamela Marks, to be followed by Cindy Holdorff.

——

MS. MARKS: Hello. My name is Pamela Marks, and I live

e

atr 11454 Rose Avenue in the Westdale home owners
Association.

. I

Again, I am for the light rail down the Exposition iof

fSEEEJE;Eagain not in favor of the diversion. I feel

making right angles with a train, you can't make a right kbz

angle with a train, you have to make very rounded curves.

And that's going to even further congest Robertson, Venice, W
45
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Venice-Sepulveda, Sepulveda to Exposition again. T&ﬁ?
o S

The other thing no one has talked about is the area |

from -- north from Venice on Sepulveda is a very, very hilly

area. I can't figure out how a train could possibly smooth

out all of that area sc they can climb up, down, up and k53
around all of that area without degrading the street down to
nothing and have the houses on the corner or building up
something. It doesn't seem a very logical solution.

Plus getting rid of the left-hand turn lanes and
being able to go left or into any of the businesses along
there will not be able to happen. And that will greatly
impact not only further ways that you have to get ways to a
favorite restaurant or something, but you won't be able to
get across the street as easy as you would before.

The Exposition way from Exposition down through
Exposition, forgetting about the diversion, works
beautifully. BAnd there's no reason Cheviot Hills should k@g—

have its way. It needs to be looked into to keep it

straight through.

L{

Thank you. 1jéé
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Cindy Holdorff, to be followed by Stacey Sklute.

MS. HOLDORFF: Hi. I'm Cindy Holdorff. I live at 3111‘“:Jﬁb

Midvale, another resident of the Westside Village. —
I support the light rail, and like most of my L:v&;
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neighbecrs, I am strongly opposed and offended by the
diversion. We should use the existing tracks which go
through Cheviot Hills. It's amazing that now the residents
are finding out about this after Cheviot Hills, accerding to
the first speaker, in March already nixed it.

And now we're going to have an area -~ I'm
concerned at National and Sepulveda. I drop my daughter off
at day care a few blocks from my house. In the evenings it
can take me 15 or 20 minutes to go less than a mile. And
now what we're going to do is conjest that area even
further. _

I also want to point out that in the slides as well
as all of the fancy paperwork, there's lots of pictures of
what it's going to look like, but there's no picture of
National and Sepulveda. Sepulveda is a very skinny street,
it's a street that you don't have any issue of grass or palm
trees; you have an issue of there are too many cars on it.
And now what we're going to do is have a light rail system
that's not going on the existing tracks to cater to a few
home owners, and I don't think it's right.

I can't imagine how long it's going to take me to
go less than a mile to pick up my daughter because the
people of Cheviot Hills who bought their homes next to those
tracks don't want the tracks used for what they were used

before.
47
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Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Stacey Sklute, to be followed by Kenneth Alpern.
MS. SKLUTE: I won't be speaking.
THE JUDGE: Xenneth Alpern.
MR. ALPERN: Good evening. My namé is Ken Alpern. I'm
a physician with a few offices around here, in particular in
downtown L.A. where I was early today, and in Culver City,
as well.

In previous sessions, hearings like this one, I've
talked a lot about how the fact that most of my patients are
transit dependent, many of them Medi-Cal, are impacted by
the difficulty riding on a bus. B&And I've also commented
about how those of my patients who use their cars are

Similarly affected because they're not much better off

dealing with traffic. -

I'm going to talk today about something different.hﬁ

I'm going to approach this as a 36-year-old man with a wife
trom the Boston area who is mystified that we don't have a
light rail, who has dealt with light rail, and you can't
hear —- if you're in the building right next to it, you just
can't hear it, it's that quiet.

And also I want to approach this as a man with an

B-month~-old son who I'd like to offer him a better future

for his adult life than the quality of life I've seen in PL
48
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L.A., which has deteriorated so much and we've become so

vulcanized because you just can't get from place to place.

Rt

—

There are three main issues.

One, we need light rail for mitigation of the 10
Freeway congestion. It's been pointed out we have 51,400
projected riders on light rail for the Expo line versus
29,000 for a bus way. It's much cheaper if you build it
right the first time. If you build the bus way, whether
it's on Wilshire or on Expo, you'll have to tear it down,
and you've got to build the light rail later on. It's going
to be much more expensive.

To me, forcing the bus ways on us is like the high
occupancy lanes, the HOV lanes. If's a social engineering

failure. We want the best here in L.A. That's No. 1.

— et

Two, because 1 -- it's been awhile since my collegé_
physics class, but I believe that the closest distance
between two points is a straight line -- I really feel that
because I am pro-Expo, I want the diversion reconsidered or
at least the cost of this addressed in the final EIR
statements.

Cheviot Hills people knew they were buying homes
next to this right-ocf-~way. I think that the NIMBY-ism or
maybe some other unsavory-isms came into play when they
wanted this diverted. The fact is is the transit and

construction costs —-— the transit time is going to go up,
49
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construction cost is going to go up. If you want a
north/south corridor on Sepulveda, then deal with that.

But, you know -- and I live near Sepulveda. I got
no problem with it being near Sepulveda. And frankly, if
Culver City wants to be included in this, I would be for
this diversion. But no one from Culver City has come to any
of these sessions, and that leads me to believe there's not
a big clamor from Culver City to be part of this. I don't
want anyone to be second-class citizens to Cheviot Hills.

Finally, I feel that again, light rail, not buses,
are the way to go. The MTA has had a bad history of doing
things wrong the first time. Do it right the first time.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Virginia Clarke, to be followed by Charles Horwitz.
Virginia Clarke here?

MS. CLARKE: Hi. I'm Virginia Clarke. I'm a resident

of Santa Monica. -+

-

And I think we should all be happy and congratulate
ourselves for even being here at this point where we're
looking at an EIR that is considering this incredible
opportunity of a light rail along Exposition. N

This 1is something that would be a tremendous thing ]
for the Westside of Los Angeles. But not only that, it's

for all the citizens of Los Angeles.

This would be connecting us to the emerging light

50 I\
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rail system. I grew up on the Eastside of Los Angeles. And
what's been clear to me all along is that people from out
there need to get to these Westside jobs. 1I'd like to be
able to go up to a client in Pasadena and not have to take

half the day to do it.

131

People need to be able to use the recreational
opportunities out in Santa Monica. This is a major
destination zone. We've got so many cities there along the
route.

We're the most congested freeway in the world, and
this is just getting worse and worse.

One thing I don't want to have happen 1s to have
the taxpayers sgquander thelr money, our money, on a bus way
where we're going to have hundreds and hundreds of buses,
noisy buses, that won't even serve the capacity that this
line could have. The only way to address that is with light

rail.

¥

(¥)

¥

So I hope that the MTA will have the wisdom to go
the distance, find the money to do it right to begin with.
Otherwise, don't bother. We're smarter than that, aren't

we?

Thank you. -

THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Charles Horwitz, to be followed by Kathy Seal.

MR. HORWITZ: Pass.
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THE JUDGE: Kathy Seal.

MS. SEAL: My name is Kathy Seal. I live in Santa
Monica, and with Darrell Clarke I am cochair of an
organization called Friends 4 Expo Transit.

Our group is growing by leaps and bounds. We have
well over a thousand people on our E-mail list. Why is
this? This is because people like light rail and people
want and need light rail on Expo.

We need it because there's this emerging network
that's going up to Pasadena, out to the Eastside, and down
to Long Beach. Why should we not have a final leg all the
way out to the Westside so that we can go all around the
city?

The traffic in Santa Monica is horrible. It's
bumper-to-bumper on Pico Boulevard. We need to have light
rail to lighten up that traffic. BAnd we don't need

something like buses that will add to the pollution. Light

rail is pollution-free, emission-free. We don't need to add

to the dirt in the air of this city.
I want to talk a little bit about something

that -~ I want to appeal to the better instincts of

N

5+

[

[

everybody here and of the MTA. I believe that light rail is Fﬁl

not only good for all of us, good for easing traffic, but it

is also a social justice issue.

il

More mobility will take people all along this line
52
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to Trade Tech, to USC, and out to Santa Monica College,
which as you may know has more than 75 percent of its
students coming from outside the c¢ity. This is a way for
young, poor people, for older transit-dependent people to
get to educational opportunities, to get to cultural and
recreational opportunities. This is a way to keep kids out
of trouble. This is a way to knit our city together.

I'm a mother. I really, really -- my kids are
grown. I really, really wish that we'd had light rail when
they were teenagers. Instead of putting them in dangerous
cars, that they could have gotten on light rail and gone
downtown tco all the terrific things that are happening now
downtown with museums and theatre and music and concerts.
it's a safe way to go, it's a social way to go, it's a
nonpolluting way to go, and it doesn't add to traffic.

And I would also add that it's really important

because this will be the first light rail line in the city

to have a bike way.
S0 I urge the MTA to have light rail on Exposition
Boulevard for the good of all of us.
Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Marilyn Ray, to be followed by Johanna
Javaluyas.
~

MS. RAY: Good evening. My name is Marilyn Ray. I live

at 2926 Castle Heights Avenue in the Beverly Wood area.
537
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And I just came to speak in support of the light umT

rail system on Exposition, and I think every single point I F?
<

could have possibly come up with has already been mentioned,

so 1 just want to say that that's where my support lies. j

THE JUDGE: Thank you. :f]f‘?@

Johanna Javaluyas.

MS. JAVALUYAS: My name is Johanna Javaluyas, and I'm
the building manager for the Diplomat Condo located at 10350 f?t¥
Wilshire Boulevard. <(ross streets are Comstock and Beverly
Glen.

And on behalf of the home owners' association and

many of my fellow managers who manage high-rise buildings Fﬁy

all along the Wilshire corrider, we would like to oppose the

Wilshire BRT project. «J
Unfortunately, many of these high-rises located &_\
along Wilshire Boulevard were built by developers who did
not accommodate the building with parking structures and/or
loading zones for large commercial wvehicles. As it is, they
use the loading zones in front of our building. Many of
neighboring buildings use the loading zone right in front, A
which is being considered to be removed in order to
accommodate this Wilshire BRT project. If this is removed,
this will devastate the buildings all along the Wilshire
corridor, particularly the Diplomat, because we have no

access into our building and do not have parking spaces to

54 WV
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accommodate all our guests and visitors. —

On the other hand, the residents of the Diplomat do\
understand that there is a need for improved transportation
in Los Angeles County, and we were wondering how come the
Exposition line is tied to the Wilshire BRT project. I
mean, why can't we separate the Expo line and have many of
those riders take the line going from east or west end
travel and take connecting buses northbound going to
Wilshire Boulevard and beyond?

Many of the high-rises located along the Wilshire 7
corridor do not —-- also have safety and traffic issues.
Recent reports show many fatalities along Wilshire corridor.
In building these shelter stops in the middle of the street,
we can just imagine many pedestrians rushing along the
street, crossing the street, and possibly adding to the
fatalities that have already been recorded in the past few

e

years.

So on behalf of the Diplomat Condo Association and I

the residents living on the Wilshire corridor, we strongly
oppose the Wilshire BRT project and are in favor of the Expo
line so long as it's not tied to the Wilshire BRT.
Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Raymond Cardenas, to be followed Christof

Weber.

'&%

L

oo

MR. CARDENAS: All that I would say has already been h;L&#
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said, so I will not state anything further. N_:F2ja

THE JUDGE: Christof Weber, to be followed by Tom
Patterson.
MR. WEBER: My name is Christof Weber. I live at 3034

Midvale Avenue, a proud home owner in Westside Village.

—

o —

I think this is about railroading the Westside, not
about putting Westside on rails. And I think a very simple
diagram shows how much common sense has been lost in this
case.

As one of our speakers earlier mentioned, the
shortest distance between two points is a straight line. My
daughter, who will start kindergarten at Clover Elementary
School, who will have to walk across the street through all
the traffic that's been diverted off of Sepulveda Boulevard,

understands this simple geometry. -

RS R Wy

%7

When we purchased our house in Westside Village
three and a half years agce, we had the option of buying in
Rancho Park or Cheviot Hills. I saw the existing rail line,
and I did not make any allusions that that rail line would
not be reactivated, so I chose to buy a house south of
National,

Now you're telling me that our village, a village
without sidewalks, without street lamps, is now going to be
a 405 alternative. That makes me angry.

[—

I understand from the back table that the MTA has |
56
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no position on any of the options on the Exposition line.

directed that a cost difference between the diversion and
the straight line was not sought; in fact, it was —- they
indicated that it should not be sought. I view that as
irresponsible, but I guess that's politics. Railrcad

politics evidently is about dollars and rot about sense.

—1

Who, by the way, is paying for the cover-up of the
existing rail lines despite the no trespassing MTA signs
between Westwood Boulevard and Military on Exposition?
Throwing some dirt on the ground to cover rails, covering it

with wood chips, that's sleight of hand, that's not good

urban planning. -

Please don't make Westside Village a 405
alternative. Use some common sense.

THE JUDGE: Tom Paterson, to be followed by Richard
POYyoOUrsSoOw.

MR. PATERSON: My name is Tom Paterson. I'm a office
manager for the Holmby-Westwood Property Owners Association,
1081 Westwood Boulevard. 7

Holmby-Westwood is the 1100-home community north oéu
Wilshire Boulevard, south of Sunset, on the west bounded by
Hillguard, on the east by the L.A. Country Club.

The board of directors of the association last

Tuesday voted to oppose all the three proposed bus way

alternatives on Wilshire Boulevard. They alsc voted to take
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Now, let me tell you why the association Board
opposes the three alternatives on Wilshire Boulevard. It
offers no benefit to those residents in order to access the
bus way. The people who have to walk or drive to Westwood
and Wilshire Boulevard. And there's no place to park.

We've suggested earlier on another issue, the UCLA-
intermural parking garage project, that there be a joint
venture development between UCLA and MTA to construct a
public parking garage on Lot 32 so that you don't have to
develop a Wilshire Boulevard bus way.

The problem now for most residents is it's not
accessible. I ride the Wilshire Rapid Red frequently, and
my observation is that it's mostly used by low-income
workers traveling from the Westside to the Eastside and back
and forth and not by the working residents of the Westside
communities that adjoin the Wilshire corridor.

The biggest failure of the Wilshire bus way
proposals is that you have not provided for any automobile
parking access. There's no way to encourage people in the
communities adjacent to Wilshire Boulevard to use this bus
way project.

What you need to do is fine tune what you've
already got. The Rapid Red, you need to come up with
limited -- more limited bus stops, run a limited bus, for

example, from Westwood Boulevard down to the Red Line
58
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p
station at Western and Wilshire. But you can't do that ﬂ
until you have someplace for people to take their cars to, 2
to park. Because people on the Westside are not going to K
walk 20 blocks to Wilshire Boulevard to use the bus way that
exists there now. T
—

You've got to make Wilshire Boulevard more
community friendly for transportation, and you don't have to 7ﬂ3
do it with any of these three bus way proposals.

Thank you. ‘::JZVT

THE JUDGE: Thank you. ]

Richard Poycursow, to be followed by Julia Maher.
Is he here?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Richard left.

THE JUDGE: You're name?

MS. MAHER: Julia Maher.

THE JUDGE: Is Mr., =--

AUDIENCE MEMBER: He's left.

THE JUDGE: He's already left. Okay.

Go ahead, Ms. Maher.

MS. MAHER: My name is Julia Maher. 1 live at 2832 h_}
Castle Heights Avenue in the Castle Heights area not too far 22%3
from Beverly Wood and Cheviot Hills. 1I'm also involved in
Friends 4 Expo Transit. : M

Everybody's made a lot of points. I'm going to be .
very short.
59
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I want to talk about this as a question cf how you
see your city and how you see yourself in the city. And I'm
just going to read a little thing about Portland, and then
maybe raise a question about what we think and feel about

Los Bngeles.

4

g

This is out of the New York Times. It's an article
about Portland, QOregon.

"Nearly silent light rail transit whisks visitors
around most of the city. And a just-completed section
connects to the airport. Downtown streets are vibrant. And
many people walk or ride bikes. Last year Money magazine
named it the No. 1 United States city for livability."

That's the kind of city we should strive for.
There's no reason Los Angeles can't develop a system of
public transit with light rail and subway as the backbone,
and good bus service as the fillers. There's no reason we
can't have that.

it will change the way you feel about the city.
You will no longer look at the city as a place to struggle
in. You will be able to get on a train and go someplace and
get off the train and walk a few blocks to your destination.

Or if you go downtown, if you live on the
Westside -- and I assume most everybody here does -- we
would take the train. You would get off on 7th and Flower

if that would be the destination for our line. You could
60 N
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have transferred before you got to 7th and Flower if you
were going to Long Beach or to the airport, because I think
eventually they will fill in and connect the Green Line to
the airport.

But if you're going downtown, you could get off the
train, walk up the flight of stairs, and you're in the
shopping district, 7th and Marketplace. You
could -- instead of coming upstairs from the train, you
could transfer over to the Red Line, the subway. You could
go out to Hollywood. You could go to a movie in Hollywood.
Or you could go on to North Hollywood, maybe stopping at
Universal Studios.

In two years if you took the Red Line the other
way, you could go to Union Station, maybe catch a train to
San Diego. Wouldn't that be nice? You could actually ride
a train to San Diego or Santa Barbara without driving to
Union Station.

And in two years the Pasadena line will open. You
could'go to Pasadena for the day, or your teenage kids could
do that or your friends from out of town. You wouldn't have
to cart them around in your car. They could spend all day
on the system.

THE JUDGE: Thank you. Your time is up.
MS. MAHER: Thank you. 7

THE JUDGE: Robert Mercer, to be followed by Allen
61
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Rucker.
AUDIENCE MEMBER: He left.
THE JUDGE: Allen Rucker.
MR. RUCKER: Right here.

Hi. My name is Allen Rucker. I live at 3235
Greenfield Avenue in Westside, the beautiful Westside
Village.

Everyone from the MTA should drive through the
Westside Village before they decide about this diversion
down Sepulveda sc that they could see what they would in
essence be ruining by doing that.

I'm totally in suppcrt of the light rail system

down Expo. It seems like a no-brainer to me. I don't know

why there's so much discussion about it. 2aAnd T am totally

opposed to the diversion. The diversion smacks of political

gerrymandering. I think everybody in this room knows that
There's a unanimous vote here tonight, unanimous

chorus for light rail and a unanimous chorus against the

-

diversion, and I just wanted to add my voice to that chorus.

Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Thank vou.
Shelly Shapiro, to be followed by Roger Rudick.
MS. SHAPIRO: My name is Shelly Shapiro. I live in
Brentwood.

I grew up in New York City, and I've spent many

62
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years in cities which have subway systems.

I1f we want to get people out of their cars, both
the affluent and the indigent, we have to have a fast, safe
way. We can't put a bus in gridlock and expect people to
get on the bus. We need light rail or subways.

If we look at this map, it tells you the whole

story. We need to get from the sea to downtown. We need to

get from north to south. In corder to do that, we have to

have a grid of transportation corridors. We cannot Just put

in a couple of bus ways and call it a day.

We will need the Exposition pathway, but we will
also need other east/west corridors, and we will need them
to connect to north and south corriders in the same way that
New York City and Washington DC built train lines. And
that's how they got people out of their cars. BAnd if we
don't do it, we're all going to be sitting in our cars going

nowhere fast.

et

Our children are going to be trapped because they
can't go anyplace until they can drive; and when they drive,
you spend your whole life worrying about where they're
going.

So I fully support light rail and anything we can
do to connect the Westside, Santa Monica, downtown together.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.
63
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Roger Rudick, to be followed by Jan Kidwell.

MR. RUDICK: Hi. I moved here from New York City about
a year ago.

THE JUDGE: State your name and address, please.

MR. RUDICK: Roger Rudick. I live in Los Feliz, 1942
Rodney Drive.

I moved here from New York City about a year ago to
take a job, and a couple of trips up and down the 10 -- you
guys got some problems. You've got to think about a
solution to them.

Back home in New York I know there was recently a
study that indicated we're about 30th in traffic congestion
because we have an alternative. There's competition.

Here in Los Angeles 1 think if you built a light
rail line on Exposition, you also would have competition for

the 10. People would get fed up and start taking the light

rail instead. They might like it. _u
I'm a journalist and a writer. I've lived in otherhqij

cities; I've experienced light rail in other cities. —

And I think most of my points have been made by
other people, but I just want to add this. 1I've spoken to a

lot of people who are opposed to light rail in their

3¢

B)

-m

(&>

24
neighborhood. They seem to be listening to what other
people have told them or maybe something they've read, I
don't really know what. —p
64
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I really think you need to go down to the Long

Beach Blue Line and see what we're talking about. After you |{7w

do that, you might change your mind. If you don't, I have

no argument with you.
That's all I have toc say.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Jan Kidwell, to be followed by Phyllis Elliott.

MS. KIDWELL: My name is Jan Kidwell. I live in North

Hollywood.

You might think, why am I here? Well, I'm also on

the board of the local Sierra Club, and we have an office on

Wilshire Boulevard very close to the end of one of the
lines, the Wilshire line. And I commute down here maybe
three or four times in the evening and Sundays, sometimes

Saturdays, to come into the office.

So I am exposed to traffic, and I do know what it's

like. I've also gone to Friends 4 Expo meetings down here
sometimes,

And we do support light rail. The Sierra Club on

the national level supports light rail. B&And with us it's an

environmental Jjustice issue. We are very concerned about
the underserved community. Low-income people, people who
can't afford a car, not to mention children and older
people.

And I'd like to quote ~- I'm concerned primarily
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then with connectivity. The connectivity in terms of a
regional issue and a regional transportation system. And
buses do not allow one anywhere to connect well with the
rest of the light rail system that we have. B2&nd that's a
serious problem with using bus ways, even though they are on
corridors. -
And IT'm also concerned very much with capacity.
The numbers do not add up. I do not spend a lot of time

going through MTA EIRs. But I hear what people are saying,

and I've checked out the documents, and I simply don't

believe. It doesn't add up.
As a Londoner, I see what happens with buses there N
and how they Jjam up. ¥our or five at a time come along, and

you can stand there for 45 minutes because you're in a peak

27

¥

-
hour.

And it's just not good for people who cannot drivehﬁ]
and don't have any options, like the older people and the n
children and again the low-income people and people trying S
to get to school and people on deadlines. Having been one
of them, I know whereof I speak. —4

I do want to quote in terms of capacity, too. I'm T
very concerned with cumulative impacts on this system. And
I'l1l quote you today in the Daily News, my local paper, 16
Valley News, it said there was =~ "Daily ridership on the

Metro Red Line from North Hollywood to downtown is at a
66
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record high, with the subway carrying nearly twice as many
riders as a year ago, up from 149,850 in April 2000, to

216,400 last month."

[ [

My feeling is if you put Expo in, if you give them
a good system, many more people will use it, and it will
justify its costs.

THE JUDGE: Thank you, very much.

Phyllis Elliott, to be fcllowed by Donna Block.

MS. ELLIOTT: Thank you. My name is Phyllis Elliott.
I'm currently a resident of Santa Monica. I'm a native of
Los Angeles, Westside.

I remember when the 10 Freeway opened and my father
didn't have to commute downtown anymore on Olympic or Venice
Boulevard.

I'd like to thank this young lady for her
patience. She's doing a wonderful job.

I'd like to share with you a statement from the MTA‘
vision statement, which says, "Our position as a premier
transportation agency will be established by an
extraordinary record of excellence in planning,
construction, and engineering.”

That doesn't sound like the MTA that we all know
and love.

I'm here tonight to urge the MTA to reach for that

vision. That doesn't sound like an agency that has held a
67
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75
rail transit corridor for 10 years and not yet used it. :K

We obviously need to increase the network of light'u

g |

rail transit in Los Angeles until we have a viable system.
It's, as somebody said, a no-brainer to put tracks down on

the land that you already own. It's the cheapest, easiest,

most ready corridor we have to serve east/west in this

system and should network with additional systems.

75
There should be more parallel systems east and west
and networking systems north and south with light rail until
you can access this wonderful city of ours that I'm very
proud of, and I'm committed to helping solve the problems of
this city so that all of the rest of you who have come here
because you like Los Angeles and what it has to offer can
take advantage of what it has to offer. We deserve that. ‘
Thank you, MTA, for holding these hearings. Pleas;: o
do not tie Expo to the Wilshire proposal, which is doomed. S
Please do consider running buses every 1.6 minutes on a - -
light rail corridor from east to west in Los Angeles. Z)}
Thank you. j]gg}

THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Donna Block, to be followed by Linda Lancaster.
MS. BLOCK: Hi. Thank you for allowing us the
opportunity to give some input here tonight. I'm so glad I 23

o

came.

You know, when I got the EIR and I started ilzﬁg
6B
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highlighting itrand tabbing it, you know, it's nice to see
that there are other people here as confused as I am about
some of these design plans.

When I read in here that you were connecting the
Wilshire Boulevard project to the light rail, I was really

disappointed and concerned. I support the light rail

project on the Expo line&ibut I can't support any of the

alternatives here on Wilshire Boulevard.

I mean, I live in Santa Monica. We have such a
serious problem with parking and traffic already. This
project would destroy our community.

There 1is no possible way that you can take out
traffic lanes and take out.parking lanes and then give us
more buses. We have so many buses already. There are buses
going -- empty buses going up and down the street all day
long, and you want to add more. We don't need it.

If you want to consider something for Wilshire,
maybe something like a light rail line over there —-- I heard
a lot of great suggestions. But the last thing we need in
Santa Monica -~ I don't know other places in the city
because I don't go because the traffic's too bad. I go

from, like, Westwood to the beach. That's as far as I go

anywhere. But we don't need any more buses. ]

I just really support your going forward and

exploring more thoroughly Alternative No. 4, because we're
69
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missing that here and that's what we need. :&ZQG
=
N

Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Linda Lancaster, to be followed Kris Jorstad.

MS. ILANCASTER: Fi. My name is Linda Lancaster. I live

on Franklin Street in Santa Monica.

NG

I left work in Santa Monica today, and I drove
along Wilshire Boulevard in Santa Monica. I had to run an
errand, and I drove along Qlympic Boulevard ir Santa Monica
before I went home.

I can't envision the bus traffic making life any
better on Wilshire in Santa Monica. It was pretty busy to
me. I took Clympic because I know Olympic is quicker. And
as I was riding along parallel to the right-of-way on
Olympic, I thought, yes, the light rail would work there.

2And the only thing I feel bad about is these peoplé:
that are home owners in the Westside section that seem to be
getting a raw deal when it should go on a direct line.

e

And so I do encourage you to look at the light rail™|

only./ No buses on Wilshire. [ 2':]'(

[

&

i

F

Thank you. ]2¥3

THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Kris Jorstad, to be followed by Carcl Jorstad.
Is Kris Jorstad here?

Carol Jorstad? Not here?
70
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Ivan Finkle. Ivan Finkle? Gone?

I think we're going to take a 10-minute recess to
give the reporter a rest and give everybody a chance to
stretch their legs, and we'll be back in exactly 10 minutes.

(A brief recess was taken.)
THE JUDGE: We're goilng to start with R. Waters, to be
followed by Michael Moradian.

Waters, please.

MR. WATERS: I'm Mr. Waters. I live at 4224 Lincoln

Avenue in Culver City. —

I'm going to go where no speaker has gone before,
and I don't know how to gquite put it. I was told by
Mr. Volkey, an assistant to your MTA president and to my 2nd
District Supervisor, that there was going to be no Expo
going through Cheviot Hills. In 1992 she made that promise,
My request is that she break that promise. Listen

to the will of the people, and put through the light rail on

Exposition Boulevard. ]

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Michael Moradian, to be followed by Nat Zablen.
Michael Moradian here? Not here?

Mr. Nat Zablen.

el

MR. ZABLEN: Thank you for giving me the opportunity to

speak.
71
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THE JUDGE: Your name, please.
MR. ZABLEN: Nate Zablen.

I live in Sherman Oaks, but I spend a lot of time
on the Westside, and T usually take the bus. BAnd today it
took me abgout two hours and three buses to get here. 561
went on the freeway, but it took a long time. Then it went

through the heavy traffic on Westwood Boulevard and on

—

Wilshire Boulevard.

e

Looking at all the alternatives, I think the lightr
rail line, the Expo line, is the best alternative for the
people on the Westside. Give them the opportunity to access
the venues of Los Angeles. They can get to downtown, see
the new museums there. Eventually they can get to Pasadena
and the Eastside.

I think it would end their isoclation. It would
give them mobility. And also for the people on the Eastside
and other areas of Los Angeles that want to enjoy Santa

Monica and the Westside and other areas.

e

I think it's a reasonable alternative. And I think

in the long run it will attract a much greater ridership

than the bus way. -

So 1 hope that a compromise can be made on the
diversion. I understand a lot people are upset about it,
and I can sympathize with them. However, I would hate to

see the plan sacrificed because of bickering. I think it's
72
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too important. :EZQ\

<

So I hope that a reasonable solution can be sclved
and the light rail can go through, hopefully can be
completed all the way from downtown to Los Angeles, and 1

eventually I think it shculd meet up with the Eastside line

that's being developed. I think that's the way it should d
go.

Los Angeles has to be -- allow people to have
mobility, accessibility, equal opportunity for jobs and JQ»
recreation. I think that's going to make the quality of L
life a lot better.

Now, I know some people favor the freeway solution,xw
and a lot of money was spent on the freeways. And there
wasn't a lot of protest. And remember, when the earthquake
occurred in '94, most of the damage was done to the
freeways. And the Santa Monica Freeway was destroyed. And
within 60 days I think it was rebuilt with millions of
dollars. And unfortunately it really isn't a solution.

So I hope that the MTA will consider the Expo line.

And I hope they don't tie it to the Wilshire line. I

understand that perhaps because of federal regulations, that
they have to go together. But I think there are different

needs. I'm not sure if the Rapid bus is the best solution

on Wilshire. - ,J
2
But the Expo line, definitely it's light rai%;J I £+
73 :
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convenience for people. And if you haven't taken light rail

or the subway in Los Angeles, I suggest you do and you see
that it's so wide. 1It's easy. You see a leot of women with
children, pushing strollers onto the right rail. And you

can't do that on a bus. It's easier access for people in

wheelchairs on light rail. 1It's easier to board. It's much

gquicker to beoard.
I think that's the way to go. And T think in the
long run it will be more cost effective. So —-
THE JUDGE: Thank you. Your time is up.
MR. ZABLEN: Thank you, very much.
THE JUDGE: Charles West, to be followed by Daniel
Walker.
Charles West here? Not here?
Daniel Walker?
MR. WALKER: Hi. Good evening. My name is Daniel
Walker. I live at 7416 West 82nd Street in West L.A.

Thank vou for everyone who stayed for this many
minutes.

I'm a2 bike rider, and for that reason I'm very
excited that there will be a bus way next tc the Expo line.
Bike path, thank you.

I want to give some examples of why I think the

light rail line will be successful and the bus way won't.
74
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We talked to some people at Los Angeles Trade Tech. 1It's a
schocl that they want to have about 14,000 students.

There's about 10,000 there now. They're expanding. And
right now they have about a thousand parking spaces. That's
right next to where this line would end in the downtown
area.

Another example of where you could get a lot of
ridership on the Expo line is at the West Angeles Church.
They have about 5,000 seats in this church that's just going
to open up in —— I think it's open now —— and they only have
about a hundred parking spaces. So where do they
think -- how are these people going to get there, and how

are they going to park if this isn't built?

-
—f

So I know some people don't want to see the train
near their neighborhood and other people don't want it near
their neighborhood, but it's actually a good neighborhood.

I've used light rail in many cities, and it is very
quiet. I think the congestion would be mitigated by the
people actually using the rail. You'd probably see a lot
less cars and buses on some of these streets.

S50 one suggestion for the MTA is in terms of the
bike ways. 1'd like you to look at having Class I bike ways

for more ¢of the distance. I know that's not part of what

aj?

H

I

faall
we're talking about here, but there's some sections where
the bike way actually merges into the street, and it's it a A
15
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full Class I bike way. But I'd like to see that go all the
way. —
I'd like to see enough parking. Because I think
we're going to see a lot more than 51,000 people using this.
And looking at the numbers, I think there really isn't
enough parking available. And let's talk about what happens
if we can't agree on the route and nothing is built? 1In a

few years where will we be? We'll have probably around 2 or

s

%

29

3 more million people in L.A. county. The 10 freeway will
be about what it looks like now, except a lot more people
trying to get to West L.A. or to downtown. All the roads
will be more even more congested, probably more smog.

Who knows what the gas prices will be. Maybe 3 orw1
$4 a gallon. I'd like to maybe ask the MTA to take a look
at what the ridership numbers, how they would change if gas

prices were to go up. Every fime there's a spike in gas

prices, the ridership jumps. So I don't know what

558

assumptions the MTA has used to come out with 51, 000.
Taking a look at it, we don't think the bus way will have
these sort of impacts. -
THE. JUDGE: Thank you, very much, Mr. Walker. Your time
is up.
MR. WALKER: Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Jamie Corcio, to be followed by Ken Ward.

76

MS. CORCIO: How do you do? I'm Jamie Corcio, and I lZﬂf
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live in the Westside Village.

Everyone has said most of what I would have to say,
and I thank them for that.

However, I haven't heard anybody really push for
something else that's totally off what you people have been
talking about tonight. And I don't know why it hasn't been
considered. Maybe I'm ignorant, and maybe it has been
considered and I don't know it. But I don't know why we
don't consider a light rail on the freeway on the 405 and on
the 10.

Imagine how wonderful it would be to be able to
take a train from downtown Los Angeles to Santa Monica. It
would be phenomenal. And to ¢go from the Valley -- anywhere
in the Valley. You could even go te¢ Santa Clarita and all

the way down to San Diego. That's so much better. _]

5

PR

&G

Having a train, a light rail running on streets is
not the safest. And we know. We've had accidents with the
Blue Line. We've had terrible accidents there.

So it seems to me that this -- all of what's been
proposed, I think is less than mediocre, and Los Angeles
deserves better. And I really think that this should be a
consideration. -
-]
The 105 has a train that goes supposedly from the

airport =-- it stops just short of the airport. I don't know

who did the marketing research on that, but I don't know

a7

0

77

HEARINGS
Page 218



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

that it serves that many people. But it's a fabulous
service. Has anybody ever seen it? It's gquiet, it's clean,
and it's wonderful. And it's fast.

Why can't we have something like that? Why should
we settle for anything less than mediocre? And I'm inclined

to believe that these things that we have talked about

tonight are nothing but mediocrity. .

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Ken Ward, to be followed by Jason Saunders.

MR, WARD: Ken Ward, 1930 Stewart Street, Santa Monica
90404.

First of all, I want to go and say I live within
700 feet of the light rail line.

Now, let's go get on the subject of bus on
Wilshire. You're goling to remove parking spaces? You think
the city of Santa Monica is going to go along with that? I
don't think so. You think the businesses will go along with
that? I don't think so. ,

Second, let's go and talk about the smart corridor B
project that started in '96 that the MTA paid for. That was
not Y2K compatible. It is still not done. And there's
probably about another several more months to go on it.

I'd like to bring up the Santa Monica transit mall
that the MTA is paying for. Do you think traffic is really

going to be better going along that mall? Right now during
8

o1
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construction it is horrible. And everybody's using Wilshire

or Pico or Colorado. They're not using that. |

— ]

Now I'd like to go into the Exposition light rail
line. As I started off with, I live within 700 feet, and I
am for it. I want this. &And I want it to go from Santa
Monica to downtown Los Angeles.

And when you do that, you don't need stops every
couple of blocks. 1It's -- you take platoons of people to
certain points, you drop them off, and they go to other
directions. This would work. This would move the people.

The reason why the Rapid Red works so well is
because the low-income people in the morning are on that bus
to Santa Monica to go to other directions or along the way
they go into service to people that they work for.

wWhat they need is this light rail because
that's —- because I have talked to the people at 5:30 in the
morning, and they go and say they're from downtown Los
Angeles area and the Eastside. This will go and just move
the people, the pedestrians. This 1s what you want to do.
It's going to go and be cheap. Not expensive.

Look at the Blue Bus. They charge $1.10 to go from
Santa Monica to Union Station and vice versa.

This is such a good idea. And don't go through thé:

alternate route. I'm sorry, Cheviot Hills.' You know, those

1

53
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tracks were there. Let's just make it from Santa Monica to
79
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downtown Los Angeles, and even if you went through the old
J-yard on the river route, that would be okay with me.
Because I will use it and I'm waiting for it.
And thank you for letting me speak.
TEE JUDGE: Thank you.
Jason Saunders, to be follow by Bart Reed.

MR. SAUNDERS: Hi. How you all deoing tonight? My namehh
is Jason Saunders, and I live in the Crenshaw Mid-City area,
right about in the middle of where the proposed Expo line
would be.

I work in Santa Monica, and the terminus of the
proposed line is right near where I work.

My roommates are all students at USC. They're all
in favor of it. They can take it the other way. |

There are not many places left that we can actuallyh
build a light rail on. The Exposition corridor is a
valuable asset, and we should not waste it on something as
less efficient as a bus rapid transit. .

The diversion, it creates some difficulties, but if%
it means that I'1ll get a light rail, I'll take it. And it

may not be that bad that it diverts a little bit south,

because with the density maps, and if it's a higher density,

Iy

N, -1

it will be more useng There are more attractions a little
‘.-__'———-_

bit south, like the MGM-Sony pictures, and all the stores

along Venice Boulevard.

g0 |
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—

It's just we need to be mindful and careful tc make
it as independent of automobile traffic as possible and

esthetically pleasing as we can.

proposed tunnel section, and that's going to be very
expensive. Perhaps they can build pedestrian bridges to
accommodate for some of USC's concerns and still get our

light rail line built.
That's about all I have toc say. But please, pleasé‘

do this. -
THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Bart Reed, to be followed by Eugenia Shepard.

——

MR. REED: Thank you, Judge, for your graciousness. I

want to say tonight I'm Bart Reed, 12463 Telfair Avenue, Los

Angeles, California. 4

I want to say that rail works. Part of our
proposal today is to review what's going on with the
Wilshire bus way. And I'm real concerned with what we get
for $300 million. We basically get concrete from Santa
Monica to downtown Los Angeles. An unfortunate thing is it
doesn't move buses any gquicker from end to end or carry any
more riders. -
The real sclution there is continuing with our

subway.

~—1

I have read about the tunnel section near USC, the‘h

J——

BI(

Mirg

S

s

-

And for people that have the earthquake issue, I ];iﬁ
81 J
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have to say that a cylinder is the strongest object in
construction elements. Cylinders don't fall apart.

Squares, like freeways all fell down in the San Fernando
earthquake. The rail system ran in the San Francisco
earthquake, the BART system ran. Cylinders don't fall apart
in earthquakes. They're safe.

I want to make mention that the option of this
project, this is ocur tax dollars here. The local people
that are unhappy about this have blocked essentially
billions of dollars. It's our money. Not only is it our
money, but this money has been blocked -- our billions has
been blocked from being spent in West Los Angeles.

For every dollar we send to Washington DC, we only
get back 88 cents. In the era that we were building the
subway, the subway cost $300 million a mile. It also cost
$300 million a mile to build a freeway. Same cost. The
difference is the subway can move wore pecple than a
freeway.

With gas going over $2 a gallon, perhaps to $3 a
gallon, we really need to look into ocur future. The Santa
Monica Freeway can only move 6,000 vehicles per hour, and
light rail can move exactly the same amount.

The freeway toock 300 feet away from our tax roles,

and it just obliterated the neighborhood. YThe footprint of |

a light rail system is 50 feet wide, we get a bus way out of
82
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it, and it's a safe and quiet electrical system that doesn't 3Qf

put pollution in the area.

The Blue Line is the most successful light rail N
line in America with 65,000 riders per day, and the real Iﬁﬁ
truth is that property values are up along that particular

corridor.

]

"

And in conclusion, I just want to say that the Blue
Line has gotten safer recently as they've built more

enhancements to the system, and now the No. 1 deaths in that

particular corridor are No. 1 on the No. 10 Freeway, and
No. 2 by Pit Bulls. B35S0 please don't listen to the jﬁt&
distortions.

Pit Bulls in the-San Fernando Valley last year

killed 25 people. I was almost a victim of them three

different times as a pedestrian. .

Also, in terms of quietness, as long as light rail‘hﬂ
goes less than 35 miie an hour, there are nc whistles to be
blown. They go just the way buses are. Buses don't make l BZI
horns at intersections. And we need this money to reinvest

in our community and make some real enhancements.

A

Thank you, very much. 33?(
THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Eugenia Shepard, to be followed by Elan Glasser.
MS. SHEPARD: Greetings, all. My name is Eugenia

Shepard. I live at 2526 Military Avenue. S
83
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And make no mistake, the area I live in is not
Cheviot Hills. I have potholes on my street. But I am
nonetheless very -- and I'm also not quite sure what the
name of my neighborhood is —- but I am nonetheless
interested in light rail traunsportation for Los Angeles. I
think it's a viable and an important alternative.

However, I am concerned about the propensity for —

people of Los Angeles to say there's some railroad tracks

that were here in 1940, 1920, so since they were there,

let's use them. _1#

Is it possible that we go to different places than
we went in 19407

Is it possible that our day-to-day activities have
changed since 19407 19507

Do we necessarily have to go to the same end
points? —

And I'd like to understand what the cost
differentials are that make us say that here's a railroad
track here; since it's here, let's build it here. Whether
it's the most appropriate place for us or not, it doesn't
matter; it's here, it's convenient. What's the cost

differential when we look at the cost to lay the tracks, to

xS

326G

brey

o

build the tracks, to put tracks somewhere that's more j
appropriate? -
I've lived in Chicago; I've lived in New York; I've
84
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traveled to many places that use light rail systems, and one
of the things that seems apparent to me is they look for
places with high density concentrations like Wilshire
corridor where there are a lot of residences and a lot of
business because there's an expectation that they're going
to be widely used. It makes sense for us to look at light
rail transportation in the context of Wilshire Boulevard,
Pico, Venice, precisely for those reasons, Santa Monica, as

well. —

N

I fully agree that buses on Wilshire are not the

answer. 1 travel Wilshire, I travel Olympic, I travel Santa

3

Monica, always trying to get around the traffic. I ride my TS??
bike, I ride the Blue Bus, Haven't been a fan of the MTA
buses, but I am a big Blue Bus fan. JJ

At any rate I do think that there a lot of T

alternatives, and I'd like us to consider them. And I don't
want us to become wedded to something that was created in
the 1940s, and this is what needs to happen. -

And I also want you to know that the people who magq
be opposed to this are not just people who live in Cheviot
Hills.

So I want us to look at this and look at other
solutions. ]

o
And also, I want to chastise the MTA. I think you

should do a much better job of letting people know what
85
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you're planning to do in their neighborhoods and their
communities. I think it's just awful.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Elan Glasser, to be followed by Michael Goldman.
MR. GLASSER: My name is Elan Glasser. I live at 2Z1e6 7
4th Street in Santa Monica. i
I also happen to be a USC graduate student. And Iqﬁ
can tell you that if the proposed ExXpo rail line were in
place today, I would use it on a daily basis. And I'm quite
sure that thousands of other students would do so, as well.

When I mention this proposal -~ most people have

never heard of it, of course -~ when I mention this proposal

to friends and family and other students, people are
universally excited about it, and evervyone I've spoken to
has been in favor of i1t. And being familiar with the USC
student community, I can say that at least from what I would
expect, I think lots and lots of students would use this
line if it were in place. -~
And I just wanted to say that I think having looked |
a little bit at the history of Los Angeles, I think one of
the great tragedies in this city was the loss of the great
commuter rail lines, the Red Car lines that once existed and
went literally everywhere. If you lock at the old maps,
it's just unbelievable. And I think the loss of that system

was a tremendous loss for this city.
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And what we have here is an opportunity to put back
a little piece of it. And I think that's a rare moment that
we have such an opportunity, and I think we need to seize
the moment.

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Michael Goldman, to be followed Ben Pedersen.

MR. GOLDMAN: My name 1is Michael Goldman. I live at
3325 Greenfield Avenue in Westside Village.

And I want to comment on the draft EIS, EIR. On
page 8 of the executive summary, it says, the MTA Board
further directed that the Exposition route not use the
former railroad right-of-way in Cheviot Hills, Rancho Park
between Venice Boulevard, and use the streets themselves.

I think that's misleading to call it a former
right-of-way. It is an existing right-of-way. And as other
people have stated, it would seem to any logical person that
the cost would be substantially less to use the existing
Exposition route for the Exposition route rather than using
Venice and Sepulveda. -

Secondly, in the evaluation of traffic and
circulation on page 32 of the executive summary, there are
significant impacts in -- their conclusion is that there are
significant impacts at three Sepulveda intersections. This

report is based -~ it says it focuses on evening peak hour
87
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of travel.

Again, I think this is misleading. Not only are
there problems on Sepulveda and they conclude that a street
car operation could be considered. So this is left
unresolved. Not only is it unresoclved, but it directs
itself to evening peak travel. -4

What about the daytime when children are going to
school? This entire Westside Village area will have traffic

343

flowing that's diverted from Sepulveda. It will ruin the

character of an existing area.

And in summary, I would like to simply ask why the T
MTA Board just foreclosed on the alternative of using an :YJ'
d

existing right-of-way. They present it to us as a

fait accompli, this diversion. nyif J
And I strongly support the 1ight rail;|{I strongly T )
oppose the diversion along Venice and Sepulveda. _ qu
Thank you. -}}J;

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Ben Pedersen, to be followed by Chris Ingalls.

MR. PEDERSEN: My name is Ben Pedersen. I live at 7047
Alvern Street, which is near the Culver City sign, for thoséﬁ
of you who know where that is.

I've lived in several different cities in my life.:

I lived in Seattle; I rode the buses there for 18 years. jyfg

And I went to school in Boston where there's a great system.
‘ 88
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There's a great rail system. And to me there's no

comparison. —

——

I would just like to say I'm in full support of the

Expo line} and I think if you go the way of buses, it's h

cheaper up front, but in the long run, you know, 30, 40, 50

years down the line, you're going to want a rail system

because of existing rail lines that are already there. ]
And if you put in a rail system, I will drive to it

from whereever I live on the Westside, and I will ride it in

either direction. If you put in a bus way, I won't ride it.
That's all I have to say. .
Thanks.

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Chris Ingalls, to be followed by Allen Fishel.

MR. INGALLS: Yes, Good evening. My name is Chris
Ingalls. T live at 316 Cardiff Avenue in Los Angeles, which
is in the Castle Heights neighborhood.

I'm here tonight, A, to show my support for llght

rail; and B, to show my dlspleasure with the detour around 7

Cheviot Hills.

One of the major complaints I hear since I've been
recently in Los Angeles is that it really lacks a sense of
community. Well, a project like the Expo light rail line
benefits the whole community. Not just the Westside, but

out to, you know, East L.A., up to Pasadena where I work, 1
89
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53]
and down to Long Beach. —

When projects like this come along, the community 1

really needs to show its support.and not let a few vocal
opponents derail the project for their own selfish reasons.
And I think the Cheviot Hills residents know who they are.

Communities elect public officials to make the
tough decisions that will benefit and improve the community.
That's why we have public officials, as much as we complain
about it or not. Public officials have a hard job; I think
we all recognize that. Bnd generally, public officials hear
more negative feedback than positive feedback, because
generally, angry people are more vocal.

Tonight I'm hearing a lot of angry people, and

they're frustrated by the current situation. They're

frustrated by bad traffic, and they're frustrated by limited wf

alternatives. 1
So what are the alternatives that are proposed in
the draft EIR? We have a bus way, we have two bus ways, and
we have a bus way with a light rail option. Well, the only
worthwhile alternative is the light rail line. 1
I'm strongly opposed to bus way for the following h}

reason: Bus ways are not the be all, end all; bus ways are

just one component of a helistic traffic plan. The holistic
traffic plan must include heavy rail, light rail, and in
addition, buses. _i
90
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—

If you look at the great cities of the world here,
which L.A. certainly aspires to be, we have London, Paris,
New York, Chicago. What binds them all together is that
holistic traffic plan, where you can go from heavy rail to
light rail to buses. With all respect to Curitiba, Brazil,
and their bus way, this is neot really the city that L.A.
should be looking to for wvision.

So what does the future hold for L.A.? I would
think that most people agree that it's going to continue to
get denser in terms of population development; so therefore,
the time is now to build this light rail line as part of the
region's holistic traffic plan. The bus way would only be a
stopgap measure, and the last thing I want to see as a
taxpayer is millions spent for bus ways that would be

obsolete in a matter of years.

L.A. deserves better. So please take a stand and
do the right thing. Build light rail and without the
detour. |

Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Allen Fishel, to be followed by Belle Cole,

MR. FISHEL: Allen Fishel. I live at 3520 California | lj |

Avenue in Long Beach.
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I came up here rather than there. I like to see
the people that spent their evening ~—- who care enough fto
spend their evening to make a difference in their life and
the life of the rest of us in Los Angeles.

I grew up within half a mile of the Expo line. I
live in Long Beach now because traffic is just so horrendous
in the Westside that I can't live there.

I chose my house within a mile of the Long Beach
line. I use it, I love it, the only problem is that it's
getting so crowded that it's very, very difficult to use it.
now, also. Hopefully with the three-car trains coming soon,
it will be much more usable.

If I have to do business here con the Westside, it's
a whole day to come over here, have an appointment, and then
drive back. Traffic is just really, really terrible.

S0 I'm very, very strongly in favor of the Expo
line as a rail line without the detour. It's amazing what a
little political pull can do for all of us here in Los
Bngeles that have to put up with the results of these
unfavorable decisions.

So, again, I just have to say that light rail on
Expo really is neat. And it's not because the right-of-way
happens to be there. If it wasn't there, this particular
corridor from the Coliseum and SC through Culver City to

Santa Monica is an ideal very, very dense, very needed
g2
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it wasn't there, it should be there. ]

And as we're building additional lines on freeways;—q
if any of you use transit, you'll see it's very inconvenient
to work arcund and the noise of the freeways and then try to

get anywhere from the freeway stations to anyplace else.

So this line here just couldn't be a better line,

and once it's linked to Pasadena and East L.A. and hopefully

more future lines, we in Los Angeles might be a real city

again. =
Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Belle Cole, to be followed by Brian Nesin.

MS. COLE: Yes. I'm Belle Cole. I live at 3119 Kelton

Avenue in Westside Village.

et

]
T

And I'm strongly in favor of the light rail system:hlgg]

I think it would be desirable to avoid the diversion, but
I'm so much in favor of the light rail that I think it

should be built irrespective of the route.

—

I think that it would be imperative for the MTA to |

do some additional analysis of costs and some technical
issues if they're going to look at the diversion. But what
I'm worried about is that for one reason or another, if we

don't fully get behind the light rail system, we won't get

1
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My view is that's the most important goal we have
now.
Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Thank you. Shawn Hurley and Brian Nesin.
Your name, sSir?
MR. NESIN: Brian Nesin.
THE JUDGE: Oh, okay. You're Mr. Nesin. Go ahead.
MR. NESIN: My name is Brian Nesin. I live at 1315

North Poinsettia Place in Hollywood, and I work at Olympic

and Stewart in Santa Monica adjacent to where the light rail
line on ExXposition will be built.

I've lived in L.A. for three years, and my biggesthﬂ\
complaint is the traffic in L.A. If I leave L.A. for
another city, one of the main reasons will probably be
because of the traffic.

I'd like to voice my support for a light rail

project along Expositlon corridor all the way from downtown

5%

S7F

to Santa Monica. This project should not be linked to a bus ¢

line on Wilshire. .

And the diversion seems like a bad idea, although,

I would probably support the project even with the 5}?

diversion.
When planning the line on Exposition, I think the
MTA should consider how to help pecple get to the line,

because L.A. is a —— it's a spread out city, it's not a
94
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place like New York where you could get around using just
the subway and your feet. 2And so you really need to plan a
lot of parking along the line.

A lot of bicycle access to take bikes on the trainé*
perhaps, so I could ride my bike to the train, take my bike
on the train, and then ride it when I get off the train.
Perhaps a network of small buses such as I was just recentlﬁh
in Mexico City and there's a system of peseros, which are
small buses that pick up passengers. They're almost a cross
between a bus and a taxi.

Also, to think about development the line that
gdditional services are needed along the line to really make
the line serve the community, such as commercial, retail,
and educational services along the line.

For Wilshire Boulevard subway, an extension of the

Red Line from Wilshire and Western seems to be the only

logical choice.

BY¢

Y
Thank you for having this meeting. Good night. ]}35

THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Shawn Hurley.

MS. HURLEY: My name is Shawn Hurley. I am a project
manager with Hines, a real estate firm located in Santa
Monica.

Hines owns Lantana, post-production and

entertainment facility that is located on Olympic Boulevard
95

pe

[

HEARINGS
Page 236



10

11

12

13

14

i5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

and Exposition Boulevard. Actually, the Expo rail line cuts
directly through our project, and I'm here to say that we
fully support the Expo light rail line. We think that it is
an enhancement to the area and an enhancement to Santa
Monica, the Westside, and all of L.A. County.

We actually looked at to design our property to
compliment the light rail. We feel that the light rail will
best maximize public transit trips and will best improve

pedestrian experience and the quality of life in Los

Angeles. -~

I work in Santa Monica. I frequent downtown at
least weekly. This past week I've gone to jury duty, which
was a fun experience, and I know that I would use this
system all the time.

We have 25,000 home owners moving to L.A. County
every year. We need better public transportation, and this

is a great step forward.

[}

THE JUDGE: Thank you. —
Selma Alschuler, to be followed by Kathy Ito.

MS. ALSCHULER: My name is Selma Alschuler. My address
is 10824 Kingsland Street, Los Angeles. It's part of
Westside Village. And I've been in that house for 52 years.

We all agree that we need transportation. The -

guestion is, where? And I'm extremely adverse to the

diversion plan. o
96
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I would like to ask the gentleman who did the
introduction, and I'm sorry I don't know what your name is.
MR. MIEGER: David Mieger.
Ms. ALSCHULER: Thank you, David.
You made the statement that the Board has mandatedh
the diversion.
Does that mean it's cast in stone and we're never
going to get rid of it?
THE JUDGE: 1I've already indicated, I'm sorry, they
cannot respond at this meeting.
MS. ALSCHULER: It's a rhetorical, question, sir.
Is anybody aware that if that train goes from
Venice to Pico along Sepﬁlveda, that a good porticn of it,
at least two blocks, will go right past Charnock Avenue
Elementary School? Their play yard fronts on Sepulveda
Boulevard. That means that train will be less than 30 feet

from the play vyard all day long. It will be less than 30

feet from the school all day long.

It also passes past the UCLA housing project. Now,ﬁw

originally that property that fronts Sepulveda and Sawtelle
between National and I believe it is Palms, was a private
owned property. UCLA took it over and took it off the tax
rolls. They built some housing some many years ago. They

have recently rebuilt that area into a beautiful little UCLA

village. However, that train will pass past that property, J,
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but it will not take those people to UCLA.

—

—

Now, everybody seems to be a USC fan. I'm sorry, I
am a Bruin. So, if you're going to put in transportation,
see that we can get to not a private school with lots of
money, but that it goes to the public university where cur
students and our children and people from all over the world
go, and that's UCLA.

—

I say I'm not opposed to light rail. I'm glad for
light rail. But the question is where is it going and how
are we going to get there? .

THE JUDGE: Thank you, very much. Your time is up.
Thank you.

MS. ALSCHULER: I just want to say I have MTA bonds; I
have money vested in MTA bonds, so my interest is also with
MTA.

THE JUDGE: Kathy Ito, to be followed by Annette Mercer.

o

MS. ITO: I'm Kathy Ito. I live at 3239 Greenfield in

=

Westside Village.
And there's a couple things I wanted to say. No. iﬁ

is that I'm outraged and I'm insulted. I think that the

heavy-handed actions of the MTA Board is inexcusable. I

think mandating a diversion, you know, off of the dedicated

Expo rail line at a cost of untold millions, of course that

]3&

S0

Sy

395

37t

wasn't differentiated from the figures —- the whole figures
that we saw in the EIR. And I'd really like to know what
98
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that's going to cost, that diversion.

——)

Also, I don't think that diverting the rail system‘_

down Venice and up Sepulveda serves our commuhity or any of 4

the communities that are going east and west. Sepulveda
traffic is going to the San Diego Freeway. There are three
on~ramps exiting from Sepulveda onto the San Diego Freeway.
San Diego Freeway goes north and south. People who are on
Sepulveda are not going to be served by an east/west rail

—

line. ’BQﬁ -
And I am very much opposed to the diversion,| but I
am very much in support of the light rail. -
Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Annette Mercer, to be followed by Jim Stewart.
Annette Mercer?
AUDIENCE MEMBER: I think she left.
THE JUDGE: All right. Jim Stewart.
MR. STEWART: I'm Jim Stewart. I live at 4439 Slauson
Avenue in Culver City.
And speaking as a Culver City resident, I would beﬁ_

thrilled to have the light rail line and take a short bus

ride over and pick up the line to get into downtown, speedy.

Would be marvelous for the whole Culver City community. |

Secondly, I'm also representing the Southern

California Counsel on Environment & Development, which is an
99
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environmental organization that has looked at the
environmental benefits of the light rail. BAnd it clearly is

superior to the pollution that's caused by buses. Even the

g

natural gas buses produce far more pollution than an

electrified 1ight rail line. a{

B

And then, of course, we alsoc would be in favor of

eliminating that diversion and going on a straight line all Yex
the way. o
Thank you, very much. -h]HCé
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
John Jayulloth, to be followed by Mike Metcalfe.
MR. JAYULLOTH: John Javulloth, Columbus Avenue, Missio;-
Hills, a frequent recreational user of the Westside, C@D?

including this area along Exposition Boulevard.
Wanting to tell you that Curitiba is getting 1light ||
rail now. For 10 years MTA since the acquisition -- I guess

that's 12 years now -- has done nothing with the Exposition

route. *J
Since one member of the MTA has prevented the “ﬁ\
subway extension from the Red Line at Wilshire and Western,
a little stump that was left there, shall L.A. County
residents again be deprived another dozen years of rail to
the Westside when the region will be crushed by automobile

traffic? Like weight 1ifter out of shape or a pianist who's

lost their skill, it's time for light rail to be restored to ﬂ/

100
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L.A. region. ]

——

Can you imagine building a bus way to replace the

Blue Line today? 66,000 daily boardings? Yet the Expo line

has much greater capacity than the Blue Line. And, of
course, I have to show you the map ¢f what we lost. All
those Red Lines, 1100 miles track on the old PE system.
This is what I was talking about. This will be only the
second line that we've restored beside the very successful

Bilue Line in Los Angeles County.

-

Building the line will make it possible for even

more light rail capacity. The arguments about one diversion

or another don't matter. We can build Venice line to the

beach, and as soon as the Venice customers start receiving

R

Yo

the benefit of the light rail, people from Cheviot Hills are Jy
going to demand the rail be extended over there, too. Let's
hang on teo the right-of-way and do both. .
You can save yourself the money on Wilshire. $300 47
million a mile for bus way paving, save yourself the money, |
put articulated buses on Wilshire for extra capacity, and | “Z.
Jjust spend the money where it's most effective, on the only i
r
rail line that we can build now to the Westside. ‘TJ
And I want to also point out that we should build T
the whole thing all the way to the pier and not short line
913

it like any of the potential A diversions or short linings.

Let's build all the way to the end, because we know that
101
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we're only going to get some portion of that anyway. Let's
plan the whole thing right now.
As far as the option of building at the edges of
Wilshire Boulevard on your Wilshire Boulevard plan, you
don't want to do that to remove parking and stop
the -~ cause fouling of other local buses. Not on
Exposition nor on Wilshire. You want to stay in the center
where the stations can be in the center of the area. g
And finally I wanted to say —-- point out that after |
the San Francisco earthquake, tagging on what my friend Nate
said earlier, the BART was up and running within hours of
the earthquake. It was the way for San Franciscans to get

mobility after their freeways were down. That's a

significant strategy I don't think you've addressed

“e

L

4y

adequately in your plan so far. -
And then I also wanted to say —--
THE JUDGE: Thank you. Your time is up. Thank you,
very much.
MR. JAYULLOTH: Thank you. h:;’-“@
THE JUDGE: Mike Metcalfe, to be follow by Damon
Pressman.
MR. METCALFE: Good evening, and thank you for i
conducting these hearings.
I'm Michael Metcalfe. I live at 1421 Pandora qr:
Avenue, Los Angeles 90024.
10277
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—

I'm here tonight to speaking on behalf of the board
of directors of the Westwood home owners Association, the
area bounded by Wilshire on the north, Santa Monica
Boulevard on the south, Sepulveda on the west, and Country
Club Drive on the east. I'm also copresident of Save
Westwood Village. I have over 25 years of experience in
urban planning, land use, and transportation as a

professional practitioner. ]

The case for the light rail transit use of i

Exposition corridor is without question one of the best
opportunities that's come along in many years, and we need
to move forward on it. TIt's unfortunate that it's coupled
with a requirement f£or the BRT proposal on Wilshire.

The draft EIR is deficient and may, in fact, be
deficient in terms of CEQA requirements for full disclosure
in that it does not include computer modeling of diverted
traffic from the congestion points at Country Club Drive and
Comstock which would be created by the BRT system on

Wilshire.

The other problems, of course, continuing on 1

Wilshire are just amazing. The congestion that would be
created when we have a $70 million Santa Monica Beoulevard

transit parkway project scheduled to start construction

500n. ’J

]

\

a1y

419

qe

Yy

By making a left turn from Wilshire in Beverly :ly?L
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-continuing west of the 405 down on into Santa Monica and

Hills onto Santa Monica Boulevard, you'd be able to serve
Century City with your BRT system if you have to insist on

it, which I understand the MTA Board of Directors are going

qr

to insist on it.
But taking the Santa Monica corridor would serve a

number of excellent station sites along the length and

going all the way to the pier. Santa Monica Boulevard
should be considered as an alternative in the draft EIR to
the Wilshire Boulevard corridor. B
Also, the Exposition corridor should be given full ]
treatment as a viable alternative itself for the light rail
transit system. It's gefting kind of short shrift; that is,
there's a built-in bias against Alternative 3 because of the
coupling of the Wilshire BRT with the light rail corridor.
That shouldn't be the case. The SEIR draft EIR, EIS should
be revisited to pull those two apart. -

And I understand it's a funding problem, but urban‘_w

transportation planning and design here in Los Angeles is

3

4y

RS

too important to be goofed up or to be misbegotten because
of the funding constraints. I think funding constraints can
be resolved with the FTA. J

THE JUDGE: Thank you, Mr. Metcalfe.
Damon Pressman, to be followed by just one name,

Quincy.
104
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Damon Pressman here? Not here?
MR. HUTCHINGS: I'm here.

THE JUDGE: OQOkay.

MR. HUTCHINGS: Hi. Brian Quincy Hutchings, 3032

Exposition Boulevard, right across the street from Lantana

Hines, the post-industrial, clean industrial development. B
The shortest point between a point like A and a ]

poeint like B is not generally a straight line. But I'm

fully in agreement with the idea that Cheviot Hills should

somehow -- I mean, it's a very nice area where the old

9%

(77

Exposition line goes through, but what can I say, it's just A

ridiculous.
--..___qw
This is what I've been running on since '98 counsel

election in Santa Monica. I call it space 1998, which is I

want really to see intermodal all the way to the pier, and
the pier shouid be intermodal, to¢. It should have boats
and stuff like that. T

And the idea is that you can also have with just a
little bit more development along with the light rail and
the bike path and all that stuff, is to have cargo on the
off-day cars. Now, I want to point out, using maglev is

much less noisy than standard rail or even light rail, and

ey

it also can be extended into space. That's why I call it

space 1998. It's called a rail gun. A maglev is the same

thing as a rail gun. They're the same thing. _J
105
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—

Now, the problem -- by the way, that goés through
Santa Monica's industrial zone. Now the post-industrial,
clean industry, poest-production. But it's really a
development corridor. Just any rail line is a development
corridor, and you should expect to have more density and
that's how you keep your parking space and stuff like that.

-

Now, the problem, sometimes they talk about 7]
methane. The whole thing with methane is bogus. It was in
the May 4th weekly, exposing the whole Belmont fiasco as
nothing but based on hearsay. They shut down the school,
the mayor shut down the school based on nothing but hearsay.
Some stupid political operatiocon.

Now, the gas unfortunately, the C & G buses, this
is -- the diesel equivalence, it's just so much cheaper to

use diesel, and there's a lot of good reasons for that.

That's why they have a green diesel program. I recommend

you check that out. —+

The MTBE that's still required, like 11 percent of
gas in cars, comes from national gas. So all these uses of
national gas plus making electricity. —

I want to close by saying that the Rand Corporationh
was the nexus of the Bush 2000 Committee. They had four
board members on the Bush 2000 Committee. HNow they have

three cabinets members. So if you think the Kyoto Protocols

are necessary, no, they're not necessary. Market power.
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THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Marta Zaragoza, to be followed by Brian Howald.

MS. ZBARAGOZA: Good evening. My name is Marta Zaragoza.

I'm a resident of Culver City, but I'm here officially
representing the Fast Culver City Neighborhood Alliance.
That's 483 households. Those are not the actual residents.
There are more population there.

|

But out of 483 we have 2 in favor of the

o

light -- the Expo right-of-way, and 481 that are opposed.

And I've heard here how the existing rail is going
to be used for the development of the line. Unfortunately,
that's net true, and for those that have been feeding you
that line, it's incorrect.

All the lines existing currently will have to be
pulled up and new line placed in its place in order to run
the correct type of train. Now, when you talk about the
correct type of train, what exists now, once it's built,
assuming it is built, will not be the same quality of train
you have 10, 15, 20 years of its existing then, because I
rode the electric car back in the '50s. Give you some
insight to my age.

But just so you can know, for those of the
hypocrisy that say they want to connect the poor and the
working class from downtown to USC to Santa Monica or the

Westside, for those of you that haven't lived with the type
107
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of working wage that these poor working class live, the

light rail isn't the answer. Because that's justi one line.
e
Excuse me. You had your chance; give me the
opportunity to speak.
THE JUDGE: Go ahead, ma'am.

MS. ZARAGOZA: The other is if you're really trying to
create good rapid transit, it's not one line and hoping that
everybody can come to it. Create good rapid transit. I'm
not giving you one suggestion or another.

And I'm sorry that Ms. Corcio left, because she had
a suggestion to have some type of rapid transit along
freeways. We have four schooels, elementary schools, within
a seven-block radius in east Culver City on National
Boulevard where you're proposing to bring your light rail.
Those are small children. And as someone from the Friends 4

Expo told me, there weren't that many deaths. Well, excuse

me. One is toc many. J

And I've been called a racist for opposing the
.1ight rail. I'm not. I'm just looking for vision with
proper action. But what is being proposed here doesn't seem
to be taking everyone into consideration. I'm not
suggesting you should bring back the Cheviot Hills line or
anything. I'm saying look with practicality what could be
used now and in 20 years and what could be used by the mass

population, not a group of people between downtown, USC, and
108

HEARINGS
Page 249

4y,



10

i1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

23

24

25

Santa Monica.
Thank you for your time, and I'd like to add for
the record —-

THE JUDGE: Thank you.

MS. ZARAGOZA: -- and last but not least, by the
gentleman who said they hadn't heard from Culver City, we'wve
been opposing the light rail for two years.

THE JUDGE: Ma'am, your time is up. Thank you, very
much.

MS. ZARAGOZA: Thank you.

THE JUDGE: Brian Howald, to be followed by Royce
Steward.

MR. HOWALD: Hi. My name is Brian Howald. I live at

3309 Club Drive in Cheviot Hills.

s -

And like many of the people in my community, I'm in
favor of the light rail. It just happens to be that the
people who speak loudest are always the naysayers.

I became interested in transit just coincidentally
as Yaroslavsky MTA Reformation Act was passed in November of
1998, banning the use of county sales tax for any new
subways.

Well, after that they pursued other alternatives to
get the federal money that was already allocated, and when T
heard that one of the alternatives was a light rail line on

Exposition Boulevard and the right-of-way, I became very
109
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interested because I live very close to it.

o—

was proposed, I was outraged that the people in my community
could be so shertsighted and not see what they were actually
going to do to the community by not having transit
development in the area.

A few years earlier my neighborhood also tried to
shut down the off-ramp on the 10 that exits directly into
our neighborhood in an attempt to stop not only any
motorists from coming in but people traveling from anywhere
else in the city, because they wanted to promote an enclosed
community and that -- -

The way that people have proposed the light rail onh
the freeways and all of the different ideas, people need to
bring these ideas together and everyone needs to work

something out with the MTA; and hopefully the detour is not

set in stone and finally a decision will be made.

Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.
Royce Steward, to be followed by Raul Velasdquez.
Royce Steward here? Guess not.

Raul Velasquez.

MR. VELASQUEZ: Hi. My name is Raul Velasquez, and I'm
a resident of Palms. I live at 10733 Charnock Rcad, Los
Angeles, California 90034. And I'm here tonight
110
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representing the Latino Urban Forum, which is a group in
support of policies and projects that benefit Latinos

throughout the city of Los Angeles.

—

o

First of all, the Latino Urban Forum dces support ?(F?ﬁ

the light rail through the WestsideJ and especially ~T11

Alternative 3. And the Expo rail will benefit working and
middle-class Latinos who work in job-rich Westside. BAnd
basically what you have is many Latinos who live in the
Eastside or in other neighborhoods, Pico-Union, who travel
to the Westside and who will probably most likely use this
light rail due to the Westside. g

Latinos rely heavily on public transpcrtation. And
the strategic link with L.A.'s other rail lines will allow
commuters a predictable and rapid connection to job
opportunities instead of battling the 110 Freeway, congested
boulevards, and overcrowded buses.

Many people here made great points, reasonable
points in terms of getting light rail to the Wesiside, which
is in great need.

The issue I guess at this point is the users. Who
are the users? Who are the transit dependent people? And
most of those will be Latinos who work in the Westside and
who also live here. And I've been a long-term resident here
in the Westside, and I know for a fact that there are many

Latinos who live here and will use the mass transit.
111 7
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So basically we are in supporf of the Expo rail
Alternative 3, and that's it.
Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Hans Shieder, to be followed by Barbara Bersell.

MR. SHIEDER: My name is Hans Shieder. I live on Kelton

Avenue in West Los Angeles. I've lived there all my life.

I've lived there long enough to have ridden the Red |

Cars when they ran along Exposition. T recall the
efficiency of the Red Cars traveling from the beach to
downtown Los Angeles. 1t was a very efficient, very quiet
system that those powers that regulate mass transit in the
city have seen fit to dismantle.

I'm astonished that we're even sitting here
debating what should be painfully obvious. The route
parallels and has always paralleled the busiest automobile
path in the city, the 10 Freeway, lies dormant year after
year.

Rail has proven itself brilliantly successful

wherever it's been reincarnated in the city. And we're

actually debating whether or not we should put a rail in the
system, I question the intelligence of those people in MTA.

I also question the group that doesn't even have a dedicated ’/

study group for rail. It's outrageocus.
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" placed. That doesn't mean new tracks can't be put on that

to contend with, those of us who live near the freeway, is
only going to worsen over time. It's not a polliution from
automobile exhaust, as many people believe. It's a
pollution from fine particulate matter, highly abrasive. It
comes from a million applications of brakes an hour on that
freeway of brake material, which is highly abrasive, of the
freeway and the tires being ground into fine powder, and all

of that is being deposited over our neighborhoods and any

neighborhood that lives near that freeway. ‘|‘

Any housewife who leaves her windows open for two
days running will have to wipe a blanket of dust off of
everything in the house, and that dust is an abrasive dust,
and we're all breathing that. Kids in our schools are

breathing that.

il

N |

Rail, on the other hand, doesn't contribute to
that. It's a very efficient, nonpolluting method of
transportation. It needs to be established and it needs to
be done without an aberration from the original corridor.

Again, an idiotic decision by those at MTA.
Absolutely outrageous. .

I'd 1ike to make it absoclutely clear that the only ]
alternative, the only viable and constructive alternative

for traffic between Los Angeles and the beach is rail

transportation using the original tracks as coriginally

113
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right-of-way, but the original right-of-way, it needs to be
used and it needs to be used now.
Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Barbara Bersell.
Not here?
Harriette Lyon, to be followed by Philip Dafesh.
MS. LYON: Yes. Harriette Lyon, 3529 Greenfield. 1It's
the Westside Village.

And I am here to support the rail line. I have
lived in many cities during my lifetime and includes New
York, Los Angeles, Berkeley, Chicago, Boston, and
Copenhagen.

And I was very interested to hear about Boston
having a wonderful rail system. Because when I was there in
the '50s, it had no such thing. And I was really afraid to

drive around in that city, so it must be tremendous

—

improvement.

One of the things that I have done in my life is to
work for the City of L.A. as a senior citizen specialist for
one of the councilmen here. And I'm a senior now, and I am
trying to enjoy my retirement as I'm sure many seniors are.

But there are seniors who cannot drive. And so
unless they have someone taking them to classes or to
recreational centers or senior centers or whatever, they're

stuck at home.
114

@2

JIE%

%

%3

ki

\7

HEARINGS
Page 255



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Now, in my life and in my travels and so forth, I ]
have —- in these other cities I have seen rail lines that
work very effectively. 1In Chicago as soon as they built the ﬁ&é
freeway from near the University of Chicagoc out in the
suburbs, the freeways was too crowded. So what did they do?

Very quickly they built a rail line down the middle of that
freeway. 1

A rail line in the middle of the freeways is an M
alternative, and I think is a positive suggestion as has 9%¢
been made here earlier. +

In Copenhagen when I lived there in the early '70s T
for two years, I did not have a car, and I had to travel
sometimes to see students and whatever and to visit places
of interest. We had a rail line which is very modern, very
quiet. This was in the early '70s.

S0 I have experienced it personally. And I think Qé?
that the rail line is very urgent and important because we
have enough gridlock as it is. BAnd economically it's
not -- it's hurting people. It's hurting individuals, it's
hurting business, it's not good for our economy.

And I think seniors, older pecple, as we have a “1
white~haired gentleman at the front table there also, we 9%¢
don't know when we'll have to stop driving. We may have
problems with mobility, with eyes, and so forth.

So I think in terms of quality of life, not for -:ingT
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seniors especially, but also for the entire population, we
need the rail line.
Thank you.
THE JUDGE: Thank you, very much.
Eric, it looks like Kramers. I'm not exactly sure.
MR. DAFESH: Did you call me? Philip? Philip Dafesh?
THE JUDGE: Go ahead.
MR. DAFESH: ©Okay. I thought you called me. Philip
Dafesh.
THE JUDGE: What is your name?
MR. DAFESH: Philip Dafesh.
THE JUDGE: I don't see a card here.
Oh, vyes. I find it.

QOkay. Go ahead. 1I'm sorry about that.

469

MR. DAFESH: I live on 3541 Tilden Avenue in Westside ﬁn([?f

Village. -~

—d

And, you know, I'm supportive of the light rail
system. It does make sense to use an existing right-of-way
along Exposition.

I'm also an advocate of the principle of the best
route between two points is a straight line. So I'm not
really sure why the diversion makes sense, especially in
light of the fact that there's significant amount of traffic

along Sepulveda Boulevard, and the rail system will not

4
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relieve that traffic. In fact, it will make it worse, just
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due to the fact that vou have to make space to lay the
tracks, and that will congest traffic.

And there's no alternative as far as the railway
along Sepulveda that will relieve that congestion. So, you
know, principally while I'm in favor of the railway system,
I'm against the diversion from the principle that it just
doesn’t make sense. It seems like it's going to increase
costs, cost to construct the railway along the Venice and
Sepulveda area. It always costs money when you have to
obtain land and build something along an area, especially in
light of the fact that there's an existing railway and right
cf passadge that would not incur those costs.

So that's my short answer or comments to this
issue.

Thanks.

THE JUDGE: Thank vou.
Mr. Kravetz you're up, to be followed Stacey Brown.
MR. KRAVETZ: The logic of moving the proposed light
rail transit system away from its traditional Exposition
route escapes me. Doing this would require the construction
¢f an entirely new railway line rather than the efficient

recycling of an already built one.

4

4y
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As a child I remember hearing the freight trains
which would periodically roll past the Exposition rails. q;;
This was consistently a source of fascination to me. V
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Now I'm fascinated by the idea that this same
railway line might turned to a productive use for the
citizens of Los Angeles. Therefore, I ardently support the
implementation of a light rail line along Exposition.

But I do not support that this railway line.should
be diverted into an adjacent neighborhood, not in the
interest of practicality, but in the service of a few
political interests. Our well-connected citizens and their
respective representatives once again have the greater good

on a tight leash.

Tax monies which might bétter be spent along more ]
productive lines are instead being squandered irresponsibly
to construct a railway liﬁe where there is none. BAnd yet
more taxes will undoubtedly and eventually be used to remove
this railway and will no longer serve a purpcse. _

Residents along an already extant railway line will |
feel little impact from resumption of rail service, whereas
residents who will be subjected to lengthy construction of a
foreign railway line and all its accompanying discomforts
will have their lives significantly disrupted.

As cquoted in the Environmental Impact Report,
construction is expected to last 36 to 42 months, and the
detour will incur an additional several millions of dollars

in extra costs. It will add nothing to ridership, since

affluent people have automobiles and do not require mass
118
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transit. The cost of tracks, on the other hand, is
minuscule. The detour is therefore more costly, less
efficient and less effective. It would neglect existing
resources and be a drain on the city's treasury, and worst

of all, filies in the face of civic virtue.

——

A select few citizens are being given preference B

over the interests of the many. Their political pull has

bent the entire rail transit system out of shape.

P

I hope that the assembled will consider these words [

of Shakespeare and attempt to emulate them. "What a piece

of work is man. How noble in reason, how infinite in

faculty. In form and moving, how express and admirable. In

action, how like an angel; in apprehension, how like a god."
THE JUDGE: Thank you.

Stacey Brown.

—

MS. BROWN: Good evening. My name is Stacey Brown, 2727
Butler Avenue, Los Angeles.
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the

draft EIR and EIS.

A [ S

L.A. needs a comprehensive transportation plan and
transportation network. We need to complete the long-range

plan so that we know the context in which this and other

Ysf

W

qoo

i
projects fit. I strongly -- and I'd underline and put l{
exclamation points after strongly -- support the Expo light
rail. 1I've been waiting for this for over 20 years. It's V
119 S
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the only thing that makes sense for our area.

I strongly oppose the Sepulveda diversion. It
makes no sense at all to spend the extra meoney and create
the extra bottlenecks, the extra traffic problems that will
be caused because of a small group of community members who
I think are reacting probably out of fear more than anything
else.

I think maybe to allay some of that fear, we can
just put the stops in stations at a comfortable distance
from their community; and if that's the case, they will
probably have little, if any, probably no impacts from the
rail system.

Sony and other employers in Culver City can easily
establish bus and shuttle service to the Expo route —-- the
Exposition Boulevard route to provide the additional
transportation to get workers to and from.

I also oppose the bus rapid transit on this route. |
It's a waste of money and also a waste of an incredible
opportunity that we have to really make transportation right
in Los Angeles finally. Expo rail should be considered as a
separate alternative, not linked to Wilshire project. ]

I would love to leave my car at home and travel and-
take the rail to downtown L.A. or Santa Monica and many

points in between. That's not going to happen with the

buses. I've ridden the buses many years off and on, and
120
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it's just not a pleasant experience. We need safe, clean,
reliable transportation for people whe cannot drive or who
choose not to drive.

I too worked with a group of people who were
dependent on public transportation. People with seizure
disorders and others who cannot drive are denied egqual
access to the services and the events which are provided and
exist in Los Angeles, Santa Moﬁica, and surrounding
communities. Rail would equalize their ability to utilize
the city.

We need to provide off-street parking at the rail
stops just to make sure that we're nect increasing the
parking impacts on surrounding communities, and we

absolutely need north/south linkages. This is something

that seems to be missing from the plan. 0

Ultimately, a line up and down Sepulveda from San

Fernando Valley to the South Bay could be a good thing.

455

He

4y

Doing the diversion at this point is not. ELFU

I'd like to encourage MTA to start working to
convert the new HOV lanes that are planned for the 405 to
rail service and to eventually put express rail service on
the 10.

THE JUDGE: Thank you, very much.
Ladies and gentlemen, that concludes the cards we

have, so we thank you, very much for coming, and good
121
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evening.

{At 9:02 P.M.,

the proceeding was concluded.)

-o0o~
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STATE OF CALIFORNTIA)
S5,

COUNTY OF ORANGE )

I, LISA L. GRCOM, C.S.R. No. 11765, do hereby
certify:

That said proceedings were taken before me at
the time and place therein set forth and were taken down by
me in shorthand and thereafter were transcribed into
typewriting under my direction and supervision, and I hereby
certify the foregoing transcript is a full, true and correct
transcript of my shorthand notes so taken.

I further certify that I am neither counsel for nor
related to any party to said action nor in any way
interested in the outcome thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my

name this 30th day of May, 2001.

LISA L. GROOM, CSR #11765
Registered Professional Reporter
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