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Above-Grade Above existing ground level

ACHP Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

AIC Architectural Information Center

Anticline A fold that is convex upward.  In simple anticlines, the beds are oppositely
inclined.

APTA American Public Transit Association

AQMP Air Quality Management Plan

At-Grade A guideway or road with vertical alignment at elevations generally the
same as the surrounding areas (i.e., not elevated or depressed).

ATSAC Automated Traffic Surveillance and Control; a traffic signal system
improvement.

BMPs Best Management Practices; applicable to management of water quality.

BRT Bus Rapid Transit

BTU British Thermal Unit

CAA Clean Air Act

CAAQS California Ambient Air Quality Standards

CARB California Air Resources Board

Cast-in-place When molds and forms are built at the final place in the project site where
the cast material will rest.  Molds and forms are removed after the casting
is complete.

CCAA California Clean Air Act

CDMG California Division of Mines and Geology

CDOG California Division of Oil and Gas

CEQA California Environmental Quality Act
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CERCLIS Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability
Information System

CESA California Endangered Species Act

cfs cubic feet per second

CO Carbon Monoxide

Cost-effectiveness An index defined by FTA for purposes of evaluating major transit
investments.  It relates the capital and operating costs of a project to its
ridership and travel time savings; see section 7-7 for a more complete
discussion.

CPUC California Public Utilities Commission

dB Decibel

dBA An A-weighted measure of sound level, based on the American National
Standard Institute specifications for sound level meter performance.  The
A-scale approximates the sensitivity of the human ear to various sound
frequencies and is the scale used for most environmental noise studies.

Decibel (dB) A unit of measurement of the intensity of sound or the air pressure
differentials created by sound.  Zero db was established as the weakest
sound that can be detected by a young and alert person without hearing
impairment.  It is equivalent to an air pressure differential of 0.0002
microbars.

EIR Environmental Impact Report

EIS Environmental Impact Statement

Falsework Temporary support structures used to during the construction of aerial
structures and bridges.

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency

FTA Federal Transit Administration

FTE Full Time Equivalent as in full time equivalent employees.

FY Fiscal Year

LACBD Los Angeles Central Business District
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LACMTA Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority

LACDA Los Angeles County Drainage Area Review

LADOT City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation

Ldn Sound level, day, night.  This is a 24-hour Leq with the daytime level from
0700 to 2200 hours and the nighttime level from 2200 to 0700 hours.  A
10-dB penalty is added to the nighttime period because this is normally the
sleeping time.

Leq The equivalent steady state sound level which in a stated period of time
would contain the same acoustical energy as the time-varying sound level
during the same period.

Linked Trip A complete trip from origin to destination, regardless of the number of
transfers.

LPA Locally Preferred Alternative

LRT Light Rail Transit

LUST Leaking Underground Storage Tank

MFR Multi-family residence

MIS Major Investment Study

MDE Medium Design Earthquake

MOA Memorandum of Agreement

MOS Minimum Operable Segment

MPO Metropolitan Planning Organization

NCHRP National Cooperative Highway Research Program

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act

New rider A passenger who would use the transit system with the proposed major
investment, as compared with the No Build Alternative.

NHPA National Historic Preservation Act
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NIST U.S. National Institute of Standards and Technology

NOAA U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

NOX Nitrogen Dioxides

NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

NPL National Priorities List of USEPA.

Pb Lead

PM10 Particulate Matter (less than 10 microns in size)

ppm parts per million

ppv peak particle velocity

Pre-cast When a cast or molded material is fabricated at a plant or manufacturing
facility and is transported to the project site and set in place.

PWA Public Works Administration

rms root-mean-square

ROG Reactive Organic Gas

ROW Right of way

RTP Regional Transportation Plan

RSA Regional Statistical Area
SCAQMD South Coast Air Quality Management District

Screenline An imaginary line drawn across streets and freeways that is used to track
and record traffic volumes at the points where the screenline intersects the
facility.

SEL Sound Equivalent Level

SETS Site Enforcement Tracking System

SFR Single-family residence

SFV San Fernando Valley
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SOCAB South Coast Air Basin

Soldier piles H beams driven into the earth or placed into holes augured into the earth.
Soldier piles are uniformly spaced along the edge of a planned vertical
excavation for the construction of trenches and tunnels.  During
excavation, lagging is placed between the soldier piles to form the
temporary excavation support.

SOWAPM Scope of Work for Archaeological and Paleontological Monitoring

SOX Sulfur Dioxides

SP Southern Pacific Railroad

Strike The direction or bearing of a horizontal line in the plane of an inclined
stratum, joint, fault, or other structural plane.  The strike is perpendicular
to the dip.

SVP Society of Vertebrate Paleontology

SWIS Solid Waste Information System

SWPPP Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan

SWRCB State Water Resources Control Board

Tie backs Tie backs are long rods attached to the soldier piles and anchored into the
earth behind the wall to counter the earth pressure on the temporary
excavation support wall.  They may be used instead of or in conjunction
with cross bracing or struts.

TBM A tunnel boring machine used for deep bore tunneling.

TSM Alternative A transportation system management alternative that seeks to optimize use
of the existing system, including improvements in bus service, without a
major new capital investment.

ULARA Upper Los Angeles River Area

USACOE U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

USDOT United States Department of Transportation

USEPA United States Environmental Protection Agency
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USGS U.S. Geological Survey

UST Permitted Underground Storage Tank

VOC Volatile Organic Compounds

VHT Vehicle Hours of Travel

WTCP Worksite Traffic Control Plan


