
Group G - CEQA Public Hearings 

Response to Comment G I  

San Fernando Valley EasWst Transit Conidor Public Hearing 
June 21,200 t : Los Angeks Pierce College 

fncldenteXly, the HI& people may not respond t o  any 

queatlona bere, SO plea8e j us t  make may your statements and 

if you have any further infomution you want to futnish, you 

cnn do that in w f i t l l r g  and the $trA wLli consider It. 

The last card, by the way. wlil ba a m p t c d  at 1 :30  

and no later so we can conclude the atoeting on a proper 

time . 
Plcnrc hold your applause during the spcakrrs, 

becauat othetwisrs the rcpartcc can't make a record here. 

Weed appreciate your cooperation in that reqacd. 

Okay. We'll start with the f i r s t  cards. The f i r s t  

speaker w i l l  be Paul Roacnthai, and the ana to tollou him 

will ba -- looks like Cordon Hurlsy. Plaase be ready, 

MR. WSENVIAL: Thank you. I'm P~OFOSSQX Paul Resentha1 

from Ca1 State L.A., and a L o m r  transportation consultant. 

I ' v e  pot: basically three detailed erlttclamr of  the 

report and than a philusopl~lcal comment for the  

reprcscntntivc of  the Valley. GI-1 

No. 1. on page 4 5  you've got an inteserting conment 

thcte. It says, "stakeholders believe they have little to 

shou tot their pottion of the s a l t s  taxen." &id there is no 

~htcrtiutlcr there aa to what our praportlon o f  t l l t  s a l e s  

taxca are3 and the ansuet to  It ,  the next paragraph, is very 

naive. It covers prinarlly f ~ t e w a y  transpottation. And 

19 

Comment GI-1 
The section of the EIStEIR cited in the comment is intended to describe 
areas of controversy related to the proposed project. Some of these 
controversies, particularly issues related to the "fair share" of Valley taxes 
paid and services received, are based on the anecdotal perceptions of Valley 
residents rather than actual studies. More precise information about the 
amount of taxes paid by Valley residents and the services they receive in 
return will likely emerge as VaIley secession studies conducted by the Local 
Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) are completed. 
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GI-1 
mt 'd  
4 

therefore, my request ia  that the f i n a l  report lnclude the 

approximate percentage of sales taxes that the Valley 

producco and the approximate percentage o f  funding by 2020 

that will be given to rdprct rtai~sporrarion and bus 

transportation by the m A  In 2020. And fxankly, Z Chink our 

sales t a x  is a l i t t l e  under 40 percent, and I ' l l  bet it's 

going to turn out it  w i l l  be hal t  that that  we're actual ly  

getting back. 

Now, a technical item. I thlnk it'# wonderful to 

have all of these nice bike paths and other park stuff next I 
to a high-speed bus. The question i s  oval t h e  n e x t  20 I,,, 
years, how many people are golnq to qat killed? And X I 
raalIy think dome sor t  of eatlmates have to  be hade on thia. I 
Thie $8 r very dangerour iten chat yeuVr+ doing without I 

Comment GI -2 

grade asparrtion. 

Please see the responses to Comments D6-3a and C9-68. 

Third item. Thatr i r  no justlflcation af the MTA 

t o  do 20-year foteesrting on rapld ttanrit. I t  should be 50 

years. It's naive CQ do i t  thLs way. And t o  do a 20-year 

forecast doesn't do cxedit for  t h i s  entire plan. 

Comment G I  -3 

GI-3 

Using 20 years as the planning horizon and updating the regional plan every 
3 years is a common practice applied by all metropolitan transportation 
authorities in the nation. MTA understands that the service life of a rapid 
transit system extends beyond 20 years, and there are people advocating 
planning horizons of 50 years or more. The primary reasons for MTA to 
apply 20 years as the planning horizon are threefold. First, projecting 
demographics beyond 20 years in the future would be considered extremely 
speculative. Second, the planning horizon of 20 years maintains 
consistency among all regional planning agencies, including SCAG, MTA, 
OCTA, SANBAG, and others. Third, this is a common practice widely 
applied in the nation, and required by the FTA. 

No. I ,  and the most impoztant, I musf with many, 

many arher people here and busLnear people, disagree on 

doing i t  cheap for the Valley. This i s  absolute ly  a 

beautiful job, the report 1s well-done, the consultants have 

done a wondexful job  as long as you agree with the baslc 

a a r m t i o n ,  do it cheap. Okay. We are rrbr getting oux 

2 0  
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Comment G2-2 

cunt'd 

homework well so people can understand it .  Unless y~u'rcr I 
and engineer and r round engineer, you haven't got a clue as I 
LO h u t  you reid. So you've real ly  raade i t  so people cannot I 
posrlbly undarstknd what you're trlkinp about. fwn though I 
I've taught it 1 have trouble under6tandlng bec&use you use I 
term that unly In-housa would n o m l i y  use. 

One of your other big problem is that  once again 

you're building a but  route; you're not building n I 
transportation system. You Irawr not done th ie  even  w i t h  

your aubnsy lines and your Blue lines. They are not a 

system. They do nor: interconnect, and people can't get I 
where they n c d  to go. 

And u n t i l  you coma up with enough north-south rrrd 

east-west gridwork r o  asrvfcr the people of t h i s  c i ty ,  all 

you're doing is waatfng money just like Caltrans has done on 

the freeways, because they never bui ld  I t  so it'd work, but 

they've ensured their job bacnuaa they*ra always trying to 

correct the deficiencies they build i n  to ensure It .  

I f  you're going to  build a tranaprrrtatlon system, 

we ohouid not scc any park-and-ride, or ao you put i n  your 

BlR,  "kiaa-md-zide." I don" know how it can be 

kiar-and-tide unlcos It's  your caz you're kissing good-bye, 

The commenter's opinion on the efficacy of public transit service within the 
Valley is noted for the record. The BRT is one component in a public 
transit system that includes fixed bus routes, Metro Rapid Bus deployment, 
and a series of north-south corridors in the Valley that are being considered 
for upgraded bus service, including BRT and Metro Rapid Bus. The 
surface street transit system in the Valley is connected to the North 
Hollywood Metro Red Line station, which then connects with the remainder 
of the MTA transit system. 

With regard to proposed stations, park-and-ride stations are just as the name 
indicates, whereas kiss-and-ride refers to station stops that include turn-outs 
where commuters may drop off passengers and continue on, without 
parking. 

thinking you'll never get back. 1 

Your s t a t i o n s  that you show us designs are about ar 

ugly as the l i b r a r i e s  the c i t y  has designed. I t ' s  abysmal, 

2 2 

Comment G2-3 

The station design concept shown in the Draft EISIEIR was developed to 
provide the community with an idea of how stations would operate and 
relate to the surrounding area. During the Preliminary Engineering and 
design-build phases of project development, the design of the stations will 
be modified and refined. It should be noted, however, that community 
response to the station design concept received thus far has been favorable. 
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Comment G2-4 

Please see the response to comment B 1- 13. 

Comment G2-5 

I and i f  you can't do better than that ,  i t  would bc better to 

2 put up a tent than what you're building. So we would l i k e  

3 you t o  fiad sofi~body W!%O can build romathlng thar hra aalac 

4 ambiance and what mat prepla call class and not put the 

S crud tha t  you'xc trying to folst  upon ncighbotho~da l f  you 

6 were to do i t .  

7 Also, interestingly enough, up frm Ldnkarshirn to  

8 White Oak you have the bike path on the north side, and when 

9 you get to Hhlte Oak i t  jumps t o  the  aouth ride. So none of 

15 THE JUDGE: Your time is UD. 

0 2 4  

! 1 The other problma w a  have with th i s ,  that it says 

12 that your HOS, which Ls your ahniwrm aparational segment, 

13 with no guarantee you would t w r  f inLsh it anyway. 

16 HR. MIRLEY: We nee4 an exteasion o f  t i m e  t o  answer thfr  I 

10 thia even makes sense. 

~ 2 - 5  

17 beclrusa rose of us have rp+nt the last ftonth answering four 
l o 2 4  

14 And the last thinq is -- 

18 other EIRs, so we would like an extension of another 45  days I 
19 to  90 days to be able t o  properly answer th i s .  I 
20 Thank you. 

21 THE JUDGE! Mr. Charash. to be folloued by Avrahas 

22 Stuhlbcrger. 

2 3 HR. C P ! I I :  Thank you. 

24 Qn this beautiful picture of Chandlet Boulevacd the 

25 artist forgot to shew the fatalities that will definitely I"' 

The Minimum Operable Segment (MOS) is intended to provide a workable 
initial piece of the overall BRT alignment that could function on its own 
and also lead to completion of the entire project. The MOS would be 
pursued only under the condition of full funding not being available. It is 
expected, based upon current financial conditions, that sufficient funds are 
available to complete the entire project. 

Comment G2-6 

The official public comment period was to be from May 18,2001, to July 3, 
2001, which provided 46 days for comments to be received. MTA extended 
the public comment period to July 26, 2001, thereby adding another 23 
days. The total public comment period was therefore 69 days in length. In 
addition to the pubIic comment period itself, two public hearing sessions 
were offered--one on June 21 and the other on June 2 L a n d  two 
additional opportunities for comment were provided by the MTA Board on 
July 19 and July 26; 2001. 

Response to Comment 63 

Comment G3-1 

Please see the responses to Comments C5-5, D6-3a, and C9-68. 
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Comment G3-2 

Please see the response to Comment C9-5. 

Comment G3-3 

rustrln due t o  accidents u i t h  the flying buses. 1 
63-2 

I'm a brakar. f livs xight  on Chandler Boulevard. I 
And thete will ba many execem, ditattrous ctfcctr  that  the I 
bus will cteaca on Chdnbler Boulevard, O m  of then i s  the 

.severe drop in propttty values. It ha8 been estimated i t  I 
will occur botwt.cn 30 and 50 percent. We made sent 

estimites, and we book tha conservative estimate of drop of 

40 percent. 

A t  40 parcent along ane block between 

Olarrdler -- between Coldwater and Bthel,  going five blocks I 
north, f i ve  blocka west, an a vary &mall portion of the 

Thomas Guide block, there will ba 4 cansotvatlve 3 0  percent 

property value drop af 44.8 billion. XL you taka Ehls thing 

and multiply it by 120 blockr, which i r  from Lmkerrhir t o  

Woodland Hi l la .  $4.0 billion. 

Now, the direct  effect on tha laas of property 

tmar to the County at Lor Anqallra would be $48 raillion l ~ r a  

evety year. County, take notice of this. Now, i t  m go 

furthec blocks north-routh of that, the mount w i l l  be 

txfplcd. 
63-3 

State law aracfilbly -- Senate R i l l  211 prohibits the I 
WTA ftm putting any mode of transportation on that portion 

of Chanrllr?.~ except deep-bore subway, no other mode of 

tranaportatton, and uc support deep-bore subway. 

W e  want you t a  know chat chis proposal has pushed 1 

24  

A review of SB211 was conducted by MTA, legal staff, which concluded 
that it does not apply to the BRT (see EISIEIR Section S-3.3). 
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Comment G3-4 

The commenter's opposition to the Chandler alignment is noted for the 
record. 

tha comtmitioo a1or.p Chu?C*ar t o  d twtriblu cortluc, u:J I'd 

like the HTA t o  nbtlce tbt w retaiaad 8 law f i r m  to  

reprcw.t us in thir f ight.  And w dl:. fxght it  a l l  the 

uay. Wc w i l l  keep you t i ed  up in atate courts or federal 

courts i f  r..cesmary for yearr and years t o  cws, *.&t 

&esr?'t mcnr r h e  mnny tkwsands sad thousands of 

thdlvicknl lawsuits by injured homowriers i r t  thir etaa. G3-4 
Cnn lnrt  thing in we have the uncor.diclon1 support 

by Cosgreeo.nan Howard Bclramn, &.a oppoacs the Chandler 

routel Sttrta Senator Richnrd A:arm, rho opposes f t ;  and 

Jim Hah, thc ,nayor-oluct, who wroro oa =he fel:ewfrig 

Icttor: .I appaac any cranspsrtatlon torridar k i n g  h i l t  

.long thandler Bwirrvard. Such a corridor would furva 

d o k x i m n t r l  afguut on vibrant Orfhodox Jlrdioh crnur.iCy 

whoas nwhrrr l i v e  atKt *mrrl~ip i n  this area: *.is is *&at. 

he wrote. 

krd t o  clorr, X ix$dore on Lhe WYA t o  k sennitive 

and respo~sivrr to the needs ot the people on Cbr.dlcr. 

po:iticiar., Xsn we a r ~ a l  eotacc agent. I'm in thc 

lr~sincorr of dealing wi th  childrm and in the hsineos  of 

25 
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Response to Comment 6 4  

Comment G4-1 

Please see the responses to Comments C9-29 and D6-3a. 

Comment G4-2 

Please see the responses to Comments C5-9 and C9- 1. 
trying Ca help a eomw..lty and raise its stanbards. 

'hro partiwlrr poincs. We hope September m have 

@wry plan oL nwinq Vb1L.y Tozrh into our new c-s on 

C b . d l e x  Bauluvard. Raving 160 students on 4 daily baais  

cm.a to tbt  schaoL. Iuving rime durinq lutlchtisa to be able 

t o  croso ttm srtaet to  learn w i t h  sollro boys who are 1eara:irty 

acroou the Stroot, theraqe no wry that in oonc msreurs. sO11.e 

aiqnif lcant wanre ,  thaoc children, thoco coonagoro w i l l .  bo 

lawe orrde?rgcrcd by th is  hiah-opecd bun going though our 

c6nmunity. 1 t . s  hard to inaglna what. the HTA will m y  i f ,  

Gab forbid, one ntudenr gets Lnj~xcd. 

f heard a cotrsner.c, wll, we're not -- w a r d  i s  a 

little bit of a concern because i t ' s  too close to the cats. 

Well. if i t g o  too close t o  :he cera, i t  osans the conrr~l of 

r bar drivvr drivicg & bus a t  r high speed io  no% :he S e w  

as r regular car driver. kMt dobo ttat BOY a b u t  the 

povsftle @ddL:iorrrl cwuualrios. Cud forbid, ol wtmt niukt 

occur when we have 4 h r i  on a constant bawls sight near a 

uchool like Valley ~ ' Q X B ~  and *Ira right near a school lib 

mck %cbrw Acrrdetry. both in that arca. No. 1. 

No, 2 ,ovory  Elm f );Nr a poli~ician talk, X here 

. - 

San Fernando Valley M East-West Transit Corridor 
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abcrut the value of connunicy. );\wryone waecr t o  go back to 

hnlrie f m t l y  vnlucn. Evaryona wanrn to go back t o  tko way 

i t  uncd to he. w)lcrc ccmmnitfcs rartotcd, wticra people 

ccivlccrd. wkare peupla card about each ocher. llou could 

26 
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Response to Comment 6 5  

The commenter's opposition to the BRT and support for subway are noted 
for the record. 

The thinking should be wa cannot i n  any way 

endanger these comunLtles. I f  rrm need t o  transport people, 

64-2 
confd 

lst84t do it In a way at that doar not endanger ctia vary 

i t  be t h a t  even a consideration is given to a bur system 

that w i l t  rpllt a cotn~nunlty? Split a community that's r gem 

to anybody i n  Lor AngeLor, know tha t  the comanrnltlcr are 

going to br lml~acttd arc ro le  m o d ~ l t  to every orhat 

community. We gat together, zstprcr each other. ue l l v e  

together i n  a way that the ent ire  country should be looking 

a t ,  saying how can we emulate this? We're now going to 

a p t i t  that. cimununity? We're now going t o  endanger the very 

fabric of what makes America special? It's unthtnkable t o  

fabr ic  of  what thLs countey's about; thato& buildlng people 

closer royccther, not separating thm.  

Thank you. 

4 

THE YUDCE: Mr. Sf-, t o  be followed by Sheldon Walter. 

FW. S X W :  My name i s  Willfs S l m .  X llve three 

houses from tho transit corridor route where i t  runs elong 

Topham. 

I am totally opposed to the bus tapid transit. 

Busies make smg, their t l r e r  wear off particles in the air, 

they w i l l  poLLura the air of the neighbarhood. Vhen buses 

reach t h t  station for the Rtd t ine  Subway, people will have 

to pet off the bus and c l i 3 ,  downstairs t 0  get on the Red 

27 

San Fernando Valley M East-West Transit Corridor 
ElSlElR 

page 7-612 



Group G - CEQA Public Hearings 

Response to Comment G6 

Comment G6-1 

Line Subway I f  they arc  continuing toward downtown Ins I 
Angalca. This will be a big lnconvenionco to everyone and a I 
great  b i g  inconvenience to hmdicapped people. 

They should bufld a subway line along the east-west 

corridor that connects the Rcd Line Subway to that people 

can go a l l  the  way downtown witheut the need to  get o f t  and I 
get on again where the cart-w3t COKtid~r connect8 wlch the 

Red Line. The subway could &e aboveground in areas that bra 

not residential and anly 90 uadezground in realdcntirl 

atcaa. In ~csidrnkial ereat where the subway is 

underground, there could be parks, walking t r a i l s ,  and 

bikeways above the ground. 

My f i r s t  choice Lor the rauta is cha subway. And I 

do rdntfon my racond choice i r  the l i ght  rail, but it 8hvuld 

real ly  9a undorgcaund when it goes through residential 

naiqhbbrhaadr. f am very much apposed to xunnlng buaan 

along the **at-went corridor t r a n s l t  route. 

TflL JUDGE: Thank you, Mr. S l m .  
I 

Mr. Sheldon Waltec, t o  be followed by G i I  Solomon. 

HR. WALTER: Good evening. X'm Sheldon Waiter from Van 

Nuya. 

f want to commend W A  s ta f f  for  this rapid t r a n s i t  

bus w y  praposal. However, HTA can do much better than 

chat.  We don't need t o  wke trartafers. 

1 agree uith the pceviaus speaker. Letg& go the 

2 B 

The commenter's suggestion for a busway-in-trench is noted for the record. 
An open trench configuration was previously considered for portions of the 
corridor when light rail was an option. For the BRT, operation at-grade is 
desirable for typical municipal buses. Grade separation is not necessary for 
traffic reasons and effective mitigation for such surface-level impacts as 
noise and traffic can be provided without the additional cost of placing the 
BRT in a trench. Therefore, the at-grade configuration is being pursued for 
the BRT. 
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Comment G6-2 

G6-1 

Netro Red t ine  out to Warner Cantar. But not subway. Ire 

cannot go rubway. Proposttion -- a 1997 proposition farbidn I 
aubway construction. So porrrf out t r m  the North Hollywood I 
ttcrtlon and not co* completely out. Stay  In the trench. I 
Trench constdcrratian. But maybe -- eonfigurrtlon. Maybe I 
10, 15 feet below the ground l eve l .  5 t . 6 ~  a t  ground -- and 
have a lot of vehicular and bicycle and pedcstrlan 

ovcrcroerinc]a and stations over t h i s ,  

What is n o s l  important i s  we must have qrade 

ncparation a l l  t h e  way through. W e  cannot allow atray dogs 

and cat6 a n d  people and cars  to pet i n  the way of a tapid 

ttansit. 

Metro Rod Line can po up t o  70 milas &n hour 

between slrtlons. A bur way certainly cannot bscaure i t ' r  I 
mlxed up with t r a f f i c  for the mqt part. 

G8-2 
Now, t o  finance t h l s  thlng we ahould have I 

proposition A and C, half-cent taxes t h a t  originate In the I 
San Pexnmdo Valley to stay l n  the Sun Fernando Vall~y for I 
financing. Do not have i t  go downtow t o  finance an E a s t  I 
tos Angeles subway to south Lcs Angelea rubway or s Wilrhtra I 
subway# i t  belongs hero in the Son Fernando Valley to I 
finance o rapid t r a n s i t  here. This project. 

Now, dfsa ca ahould not have Pxopositlon A and C 

financing of freeway l a n e s .  I thlnk that'a a 

misappropriation of those funds. Tho propositions, people 

2 9 I 

The exact composition of funding to be used to pay for the design and 
construction will, in part, be determined by the available mix of funds at the 
time dollars are expended. In general, there is expected to be an equal 
sharing of the cost between state and local funding sources. The sources of 
local funding would likely include Prop A and C funding. The 
commenter's preference that MTA not spend Prop A and C funds on 
freeway lanes, which is not proposed as part of this project, is noted for the 
record. 

Prop A and C funds have some restrictions on their use. They are not used 
for constructing mixed-flow freeway lanes; however, they may be used for 
freeway carpool lanes and the sound walls built in conjunction with them. 
The commenter's preference that MTA not spend Prop A and C funds on 
freeway lanes (which is not proposed as part of this project) is noted for the 
record. 
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ram@ of the conflic~, although X guess that's golnp t o  be 

kind of difficult. 

I grew up in North Hollywood. I used t o  take 

Chandler as a shartcur. I thought f t  was great. f u+nr to 

VCtA except Lor my junior year when I went to Iszael. And 

when 1 went t o  Israel, 1 had taken Hebrew in UCIA, so I w n t  

in the aecand ulpan. And I'm a xcforrned Jew, but uha pass 

in the second ulpan? Yeshiva Univerr i ty  s t u d e n t r .  And so I 

became vexy Erlsrldly w i t h  thm: I spent a couple of 

Shabbrrtot with a Orthodox € a l l y  in Be'ez Shavr, ra  I know 

t h e  value of Shabbot, t know the valve of t h e  Jewidh 

comnuni t y . 
Currenrly I ccach rasidahte In Glendale, and 1 l i v e  

i n  West Hilla. I get there by riding my bike to the 

Metrolink train. And X put my bike on the  t ra in ,  and I take 

it o f f  In GlendaXar and solnetflnaa when I ham t o  do 

something locally, I taka th* Metre Rapid Bur. And so I 

know there's been a l o t  o t  concern about rafety. 

And I'm going to talk from my perspective of s i d i n g  

the Metro Rapid Bur. The drivers en that bus nre 

handpicked. They have oxpecirnca. The burr -- now, talk 

about dangerous buses, the Eged bus in Xsrael, that i s  a 

dangcraus bus. Those drivats d r i v e  through those narrow 

streets like Its the ir  wn personal car. They gat people 

hanging on them. And the ccgular bus i i n c s  in Lea Anpelas, 

3 1 
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speakers and probably those people coming at ter  me for a% 

leart taking lncarsst In the cornunity and hopeful ly  to 

better OUE ccumunlty. 

X do agree  with aovetal of the previous sparkera. I 
My f i r s t  preference wouLd be a subway from the Red Llnc 

extended t o  Warner Center. That being raid, many of our 

peers voted char down. It seem l i k e  i t ' a  not a poasibillty 

a t  th in  point. 

Hy next preference  would have been to have r l fqht  I 
ta l l  at divided grade, going under ntreeta, over arreets,  

whatever nccaasrry t o  keep i t  safe.  That apparently i s n ' t  

in the worka althoz. 

My next preference mwld be a bus way, again, grade 

s+prrrt.d. I think the MTA has overlookrrd the  Vafley nrrdr 

in qrhat p r t t  that wa da need grade rtpsrrtfon. Thsre are  

sa fe ty  concerns. I agrae w i t h  the previous speaker that  T 

would much prefer driving ar walking or baing in the 

proximity of a ptofcssional bus driver versus some of the 

people that 1 faced coming out hexe tonight. M a f ' r  the 

PreJRble t o  what 1 rald. 

Now, on t h l s  specific point of the bus way, J feel 

that the gcoater public needs should not be overshadowd by 

se1fioh noighborhacld concctrrs. The proposed bus way would 

sinrply convert pra-extatinq raLl right-of-ways t o  benefic 

the public of the Snn Pornando V a l l e y .  A mall 8cqtwt'kt of 

33 
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Response to Comment G8 

The commenter's preferences are noted for the record. 
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Response to Comment G9 

G8 
cont'd 

the wealthy population rhould not try to  separate and divide t 
the poorer rnarabarr of our society. With provir ions already I 
rliowad foc auch a s  timed pedcrtrllrns crossings, sound berm 

and aound wails, 4nd thousandil of  trees to be a d d d ,  w 

should consider t h i s  project an assst to our comulricy. 

The bus way uolald afao provide much requested 

prtenbrlt that has been allegedly p~omised by part 

admirrlattationa w i t h  the mA and rheix prwlocessors. 

The Burbanf-Chandler bus way will also provide for 

bike paths, which will be very good f o r  the conrmunity and 

public.  I agraa w i t h  one af tho earlier speakers, 1 think 

i t  is very shortsighted t o  do a 20-ycat plan# it rhould be a 

50-year plan, But again, X xaiterrte  tha t  I fael the 

Burbcnk-Chandler cogridor is the beat proposed routs. The 

not-in-my-backyard attitude i s  detrimental to our t6nermnity, 

and na should learn t o  work together as a comunlty. 

Thank you vary much. 

Ttlf: JUDGE: Thank you. 

Rarbxa Feiptnbawa, t o  be Lollawed by Aron Tendlez. 

PIS. PEIGEWBAUH: My statement 55 responding to Table 

2-5, on the traffic conttol strategies of the tIR report. 

Other than Indicating that there would be a new light neat 

Lrhcl  transition point and revealing thst they're 

eonaidering closing Cortcen, a l l  they indicate in modkfylng 

rlgnals. 

33 

The description of the traffic control strategies provided in Table 2-5 is an 
appropriate level of detail for an environmental document. The Preliminary 
Engineering process developed further details for traffic control with 
appropriate design guidelines for each street crossing of the BRT. The 
EIS/EIR addresses traffic delays at individual study intersections (Appendix 
I) and the overall weighted average delay for the study area (Table 3-19). 
The additional left turns and phases at the cross-streets along Chandler will 
help facilitate turn movements across the busway and will be timed based 
on left turn demand in a manner to minimize traffic delays. Pre-signals and 
queue cutters are all standard traffic control design features that help 
provide efficient traffic signal operations. Detailed signal design plans were 
developed as part of Preliminary Engineering under the guidance and 
review of LADOT. The BRT facility will be designed and built according 
to MTA design criteria. The traffic analysis in the EISIEIR has concluded 
that there will not be "gridlock" conditions along Chandler Boulevard with 
operation of the BRT. 
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Response to Comment GI0 

Comment GI  0-1 

The commenter's opposition to the Chandler alignment is noted for the 
record. 

Our opposition i r  vary simple. He ruppott mass 

transportstion. We suppost the need for an ever growing 

inirsrtructure o f  rzrnsportation. lawever, i t  makes 

abaofutely no acnac to do so doun the middle of e ptimarily 

ainglo-family, vccy pcdostr2an-oriented corontunity. 

Yoit have told rrt that apptoxihately 480 buses w i l l  

tun d a i l y .  You have told us that  you w i l l  put In pedssttiarr 

waLkways ta dccomdclace the p d c s t r i a n  t t a f t t c .  YOU have 

told us that le f t -hand turn signals w i l l  be L n r t a l i d  for  104 
vehicular crossfags across the bus way. However, no one has 

been able to oxplain Itow a l l  thaaa f ac tor s  will be 

e ~ ~ r d ~ n ~ t w l .  )lo en* ha* dxpLaihed how It will Impact th* 

north-south t r a f f i c  ~ C L O S S  Chandler a t  every single major 

lnterswctfon. 

The follewinq acsnarfo. I t ' s  r midweek holiday. 

500 congragants p i l e  out at my rynrgogue a t  the and of 

tetviecrs. How long wilt i t  taka thkrn t o  cross CRandlcr? 

Hew long will we halt the  every two-minute bua attempting to 

move people asroaa the  Valley Ln record time? How many 

I 
times between the hours of 8:00 and 12r00 i n  the morning and 

4r00 and 8aOb i n  t h e  evening can you hold t h e  b\rs on a 

timer? On any given weekend there are hundred!, of ncctesaary 

croaaings from my cornunity t o  be able  to funct ion and 

malhtain i t a  religiaua l i  fefseyle. 

Laatiy, we ate a unlqtteiy Lnttgtared and unified 

37 

Comment G I  0-2 

The traffic analysis in the EISIEIR has concluded that the BRT will not 
have significant traffic impacts on vehicular flows along the corridor. All 
operational features of the BRT system including the buses, pedestrians, 
and left-turn signals were designed to standard specifications as part of the 
Preliminary Engineering (PE) phase of the project and will be coordinated 
through state-of-the-practice local and central traffic control systems. 

Comment GI 0-3 

The design of the busway provides appropriate locations for pedestrian 
crossings, including pedestrian signals at some locations that would not 
require manual push-button actuation on Orthodox Jewish days of worship. 
Traffic signals that currently operate along Chandler Boulevard in the 
community are timed with 60 or 90 second signal cycles. The operation of 
the busway signals will not be very different than the current conditions as 
far as interrupting the flow of pedestrian traffic. Please also see the 
response to Comment C9-29. 
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Response to Comment GI1 

Comment G11-1 

X comunl ty .  Jew and non-Jew, observant and non-observant, 

2 Chandler and Oxnsrd. we l lva where we are because our 

3 famLller have thrived and prom there together as a single 

I f x m n f t y .  The rtan6portdtion cort idor being ptopored w i l l  

5 nsgetlvely Fmpact the uniqueness oL our present community 

6 l ifrs.stylo and the future  o f  our canmunityes future .  

7 THE JUDGE: Mr. Husna, t o  be folloued by Richatd Stone. 

0 HR. HUSSER: Thank you, Judge. 

9 Ny name is ALcx M u ~ s e r .  1 l i v e  i n  the proxfraity of 

10 the  tailroad tracks about a ha l f  a block away. 

i 1 I m a  vary supportive a f  having a bur thera bocauae 

22 I do t ide tha bus but after Ilataning t o  your comenta heze ,  

13 I ' m  bcqinrrinq Lo change my mind a l i t t l e  bit. 

a4 L l i ve  a t  fht cernrr of -- I'd rppr~cirte t t  you 

15 wouldn't clap and baa me, becrure X am In favor o f  the bus; 

17 Thare'r a arfety problem a t  Wilbur and Oxnard. "I 
18 is probably t h e  worst traffic ltrtarsection i n  t h l r  whole I 
19 arca. Ho have an awful lot of accidents these. S m  of I (311-1 
29 them ate quite revere. I'd l i k e  to know that tha to$  

21 addressed w i t h  t h e  bua toute. Somehow I 'd l i k e  to know I 
22 there's  taally extra, super safety precautlona in that area. 

23 There arc new houses being built on Taphata now. 
I 

24 t ight  next to  #ilbur. There's seven houses per h a l f  acre. I GI 1-2 
25 The prospective probably Ls 40 houses i n  t h a t  block. So 

3 8 

The intersection of Wilbur Avenue and Oxnard Street will have the same 
safety measures installed as other comparable intersections with similar 
traffic configurations along the busway. The safety measures for this 
intersection include signage, pre-signals for northbound and southbound 
traffic on Wilbw Avenue, and protected right and left turns from westbound 
and eastbound Oxnard Street traffic. Protected right (and left) turns are 
discussed in detail in the response to Comment C9-68. 

Comment G11-2 

The commenter's opposition to the busway is noted for the record. Insofar 
as the close proximity of new houses is concerned, sound attenuation walls 
are being provided in this portion of the corridor. The City of Los Angeles 
bikeway is to be constructed along with the BRT. 
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on t h a t  intersection. T quarantas you that we'll have some 

problems w i t h  this. 

I've been waiting f o r  yorrr for development i n  

the area. I live in IB rundown &re& of dllaptdated heuser, 

and Chi8 is the f i r s t  t i r  we've had any 4eveloi#aent in the 

area at a l l .  W e  need it wrty much. 

Are my three minutes up? 

THC JUDGE: Yeah. 

MR. WS5F.R: All right. 

Thank you, w r y  much. I'm fo t  the bus. 

THE JUDGE: Thank you. 

Richard Stone, t o  be followed by Uarllyn Xanckan. 

HR. STONE: Good evening. The NTA i a  giving us a 

band-aid when we need a tourniquet. We've pot r dying 

psttent. we need a rubway. He don't nrtd aboveground 

.yrt*rn. In the LYR rapart I ,  dash, 1.1.2, Vallay collega, 

miton Avenue. and Butbank Baulavard. i n  what can be a 

conaclentiour omlaslon, the report again falls to mention 

the Fi'ire Station 102, the most critically Impactc?d fac i l i ty  

of the many of this i n t e ~ s e c t i o n  disruption oE wRSch 

potentially disaatraur Valley-wide consequences. 
G12-3 

More Inaultr to out fntelliqence. ?he proposed bus I 
way l a  located adjacent to major roadway along wLch hundreds I 
of c a r s  per day already Ernvcl. Adding one bus trip rvtsy I 
2.5 minutes would change the tsaenrinl character of  the  

10 1 

Response to Comment G I2  

Comment G12-1 

The commenter's preference for a subway is noted for the record. 

Comment G12-2 

Please see the response to Comment C9-39. 

Comment G I  2-3 

Please see the responses to Comment C5-9 and Comment C9- 1. 
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Response to Comment 01  3 

GI 2-3 

surrounding nelghb~zhoeds. 60 minutes tLm 19 hour. of 

operation equals 1,149 mlnutas, divided by 2.5 equals 456 

bu$e* per day. 456 ani-earthquakes, 456 opportunitlto t o  

hconuc toad kL11. We need an und~rgrw~nd subway. 

Thank you. 

THE JUDGE: Marilyn Hencktn, to be folloned by Miriam 

RXutch. 

743. HP8CKWJ: Hy nam i s  Marilyn Hancktn. I l i v e  on 

HflLview Park adjacent to the right-of-way where they'ce 

proposing to put. the bus through. 

T believe chat the Valley i a  more rhan just a plrea 

between here and t h e r e .  I t ' n  mnda up  of paapla. ftgs mote  

rhan just n place betwan Watnet Center and d o m t ~ ~ r  end we 

really need to be lirtmed ro, 

X fcal n cavafiat att i tude vary oftsn frorn 

politicians who h a m  rpoken and rometlmar from t h e  M A ,  but 

not vary o f t e n ,  that, yea, placlra t a l k  with us, but, hey, 

Comment G I  3-1 

you know, you're qoinq to  get  tlbls whtthct you llkc I t  oz 

not. 

We are the VaLlcyr the people are the Valley. Xt G13-l 

The MTA purchased the railroad right-of-way with the intention of 
developing a transit project, which is the subject of the current 
environmental process. Improvements including extensive landscaping and 
a pedestrianhike path are being incorporated into the design. To convert 
the right-of-way to only a greenbelt would not accomplish the MTA's 
objective of improving mobility in the San Fernando Valley. 

i s  not just real e s t a t e )  It's not j u s t  a right-of-way. Even 

though the MTh purehared the right-of-way Lor a lot of 

#nonay, I t  doesn't m a n  that i t ' s  eha beat use of money at 

thia point. We can have a gr~enbtlt withour s bus way; we 

can have a greenbelt with a subway8 we can have  a bike path 
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Comment G I  3-2 

The commenter's support for the TSM Alternative is noted for the record. 
without a bus way. There's a lot of things that we actually 

want. We do want parks, we do want a greenbelt; we don't 

want the bus way. It's dangerous, it's polluting, it's 

going to ruin our neighborhoods, it will not -- it will not 
unite the Valley, it will divide the Valley. 

And we need to be listened to as though our 

concerns are legitimate. I don't like that feeling that, 

oh, we're fighting -- you know, it's David fighting Goliath 

no matter what you do. They have the money, they have the 

power. We're the people. It's our money. We elected these 

people. We paid the money. 

I think the TSM makes sense, that's the Transit 

System Management, which is allocated in the DEIR, and it I 
should be considered. And that is spend only $20 million, I 
enhance what you have, get another express bus, maybe on I 
Victory that goes straight to Warner Center, just like you 

lets2 
have on Ventura which is very successful. According to what I 
we've been able to research, that has increased ridership. I 
And the TSM causes no damage to anybody, has no impact I 
that's detrimental. None. No increased pollution, no I 
increased noise, no decreased property values, and no I 
neighborhoods just going up in arms. I 

We have old people who live on our block, we have 

children who live on our block, we have an old-age facility 

on our block. 

42 
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Comment G I  3-3 

The BRT Alternative was designed in consultation with MTA's Operations 
Division, which operates thousands of buses a day, including along 
exclusive guideways. Pullouts have been provided at each station (one 
approximately every mile along the corridor) for bus breakdowns. In 
addition, the BRT would cross more than 30 intersections along its route, 
providing ample access to the corridor for maintenance and emergency 
vehicles. If a breakdown or accident were to occur between street segments 
the appropriate personnel would be able to enter the busway at the nearest 
street intersection. Similar to traffic stoppages on any road, buses would be 
towed or, if necessary, moved into a single lane so that traffic would not be 
completely blocked. In that situation, traffic personnel would direct buses 
until the blockage was cleared. 

Now, a l l  t h e s e  p o l l u t a n t s  and no i se  and everything,  

i t ' s  no t  j u s t  one bus. I understand t h a t  people th ink  buses 

a r e  g r e a t .  Th i s  i s  n o t  j u s t  one bus running every h a l f  

hour. This  i s  a bus running every two minutes i n  both 

d i r e c t i o n s .  

Comment GI 3-4 

And how does t h e  bus t u r n  around? Supposing 

t h e r e ' s  an  acc iden t  and it a tops  i n  a l a n e  behind my house? 

How does  it t u r n  around and g e t  o u t  of t h e r e  when a l l  t h e  

The two stations referred to in Valley Glen are the proposed Valley College 
and Woodman stations. They would be approximately 0.63 mile apart in 
the Full BRT variation and 0.50 mile apart in the LankershimlOxnard On- 
Street variation. These stations would in fact be closer than the typical 1- 
mile station spacing along the corridor. However, station locations were 
generally determined based on several factors, namely to provide (1) faster 
service by limiting stops, about one stop every mile, (2) access to/from 
major north-south transit corridors, and (3) access tolfrom major 
destinations along the MTA ROW. 

613-3 

Although the two stops in Valley Glen are closer than is typical along other 
portions of the corridor, they serve important transit functions. The Valley 
College station (for either variation of the BRT Alternative) would provide 
access to Valley College, a major education facility in the Valley. The 
Woodman station would provide access to the busway for transit users 
riding along Woodman Street, a major north-south transit corridor. The 
distance from the Laurel Canyon Station to Woodman is over 2 miles. 

In terms of vehicular circulation in the Valley Glen neighborhood, no 
existing streets would be closed by the BRT Alternative. In addition, as 
described in Chapter 3, Transportation, of the EJSIEIR, no significant 
adverse traffic impacts would occur with the BRT Alternative. 

o t h e r  buses a r e  coming t h i s  way? 

Why does Val ley Glen have two s t a t i o n s ,  one on each 
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end of our  block, when every o t h e r  s t a t i o n  is a mi le  a p a r t ?  

And our  s t a t i o n s ,  t hey  would c r o s s  d i agona l ly  a t  Oxnard and 
013-4 

Woodman and a t  Burbank and Fulton, and nobody's t o l d  us how 

we're going t o  be  a b l e  t o  g e t  ou t  of ou r  neighborhood wfth 

those  buses golng every two minutes. 

THE JUDGE: Your time is  up. 

MS. HENCKEN: Thank you f o r  your time. 

THE JUDGE: Ma. Klutch w i l l  be  followed by Bruce Bloom. 

MS. KLUTCH: I want t o  thank Rabbi Stuhlbergex and Rabbi 

Tendler f o r  say ing  it s o  e loquent ly .  I am j u s t  a mommy, and 

I s t a y  home, and I am j u s t  very, very concerned about 

p u t t i n g  a bus way down Chandler. 

I have four  ch i ld ren ,  I l i v e  on Be1 Aire .  They 

c r o s s  back and f o r t h  on Chandler t o  v i s i t  t h e i r  f r i ends ,  and 

we a r e  a walking comuni ty ,  t o t a l l y  walking. W e  moved t o  
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North Hollywood on Be1 Aire because it's a walking 

community. 1 fear that my children will be crossing or 

trying to walk along such s bus way, that they will be hurt. 

And one child is too many to be hurt or killed or any older 

person. 

Sometimes we push my mother-in-law. She's elderly, 

she lives an Laurel Canyon and Chandler, and sometimes we 

push her along in the wheelchair. And once the front wheel 

on the wheelchair slipped off. The rubber part slipped off. 

She went down. It took 15 minutes to get her up with her 

oxygen tank and evexything, and to lift her up out of the 

chair to get her aafely to the aide back to the sidewalk. 

So I'm concerned that we wouldn't have had enough time to 

get her out of the way of a bus. 

Also, I pick her up. I have to make a turn from 

East Chandler onto Laurel and then left back onto West 

Chandler, and it takes more than three to five lights 

sometimes to make that turn. 

You are misleading your riders, MTA, because you 

aay here that you're going to cross the Valley in 35 minutes 

with 13 stops, with 7 to 10-minute stops timewise at each 

station. And the bus will have to make up the time and 

speed. And as you say here, you have a conflict in your 

flyer. Like you to look at it. 

It says here on the one hand you say Chandler buses 

44 

Response to Comment GI4 
Please see the response to Comment C9-29. 
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Response to Comment GI 5 

reasons it's locate where it is located is because one of 

will travel 35 miles per hour, but higher speeds will be 

reached in locations with fewer street crossings. Then, a 

little bit lower on the page you say the reason for chandler 

using it as a bus way is because it does have fewer cross 

streets along the right-of-way. So you will, will just 

strum on through no matter what ie in the way. 

THE JUDGE: Thank you. 

Bruce Bloom, to be followed by Harold Friedman. 

MR. BLOOM: Thank you. 

the other founding fathers, his wife ia in a wheelchair, 

First off, MTA has decided that the religious 

institution know as Chabad at Ethel and Chandler has to go. 

I founded it. I'm not real thrilled about it. One of the 

they live across the street, and there are no other 

G 15-1 

properties for the last 25 years of its existence that can 

substitute for it. 

Those who have been involved in founding synagogues 

know how difficult it is to find a property where a 

community will let you even do that, which is a strange 

phenomenon. 

You will destroy that comunity. Vibrations from I G15-2 
the buses, other pollution from the buses. I mean, I 

remember the train rumbling down the street at 1 mile an 

hour and how bad it was. Now we're going to have buses 

4 5 

Comment GI 5-1 

The comment correctly notes that the Chabad facility at 13079 Chandler 
Boulevard, as described in the Draft EISIEIR, was to be displaced by the 
BRT Alternative (Full BRT alignment). However, subsequently, as a result 
of design modifications developed during the Preliminary Engineering 
phase and incorporated into the project, this acquisition will not be 
necessary. 

North Chandler Boulevard near the Chabad will be moved to the south 
partially into the median and a sidewalk will be provided along the north 
edge of Chandler Boulevard adjacent to the Chabad. Soundwalls will be 
constructed between the busway and the Chabad to mitigate noise impacts. 
See Volume 3 for detailed drawings. 

Comment Gl5-2 

Please see the responses to Comment C5-9 and Comment C9-1. Bus 
pavement will be smooth and no significant vibration impacts are 
anticipated. 
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rumbling by every two to three minutes? Not if I have 

anything to bay about it. 

I deal with deaths on a daily basis. I'm in the 

funeral industry. And I deal specifically with Jewish 

funeral issues. I get called all the time when there's been 

an accident throughout the state. And I don't want to have 

to face my local community because one of their children was 

run down by a bus because they ran past whatever barricades 

you may put up. It's happened with the light rails that are 

aboveground everywhere in this county. Every year people 

are dying. Basically children, because they play on tracks. 

It's an attractant to them. What makes anybody think this 

bus way is going to be any different? 

There was an earlier comment about not letting a 

few wealthy people dictate what the corridor may be. I'm 

not one of the wealthy people. I don't live actually down 

near Chandler Boulevard. I'm a lot closer to Oxnard. It's 

a better route, but I don't like it either. 

Let me tell you, on Sunday we had a rally. There 

was a gentleman there named Mr. Cook, representing Diane 

Watson. And he brought something up what most of us have 

forgotten. And that's the devastating impact that the 

construction of the 10 Freeway had on the black community 

down in East Los Angeles -- in the area just west of 

downtown Los Angeles. And his comment was that it's been 25 

4 6 
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years or more that they're finally starting to recover. 

Do we want to economically devastate the Valley 

that way? I don't think so. 

THE JUDGE: Thank you. 

Harold Freedman, to be followed by Steve Mazlin. 

MR. FREEDMAN: I just had a question. I understand you 

can't have questions. One of them, it's like promises that 

are being made. I tried to use the subway going downtown at 

one t i m e .  Now, they said that there's all kind of parking. 

Well, if you go early in the morning, you can get parking, f 

understand. We wanted to go to the theater in the 

afternoon. Impossible to get any parking there. It's been 

going on for quite a while. 

I lead in the paper what's been mentioned about 

when they were building it, all of the businesses that were, 

you know, disturbed, and there would be parking. Well, 

promises, typical promises being made by the MTA, 

politlciana, or whatever. There still ain't parking there. 

And I -- for people, you know, who want to go during the 
daytime. So I think promises that are being made, most of 

the times are not being able to be carried forward. And I'm 

against this. 

Thank you. 

THE JUDGE: Steve Mazlin, to be followed by Rachel 

Joseph. 

Response to Comment GI6 

The comment is noted for the record. 
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Response to Comment 017 

The commenter's opposition to the Chandler alignment is noted for the 
record. 

WR. HRZLIN: f really didn't plan anything. I didn't 

thlnk I war going to  speal. 

But I moved to tho comaunity in North H~Llynwd two 

years 8ga after cxhaustLve yeat and a half aeatch where 

would be the perfect area for  ma and my alx children to  move 

to. And we found tha t  North MaflyvoDd had the perfect 

comnunity. And m had loekcd all over country and out of 

the country. And we f e l t  that being part of the comunity 

m u l d  be bsnef l c ia l  to our children. 

Z know Kevin Michel, he looks at this as a job, as 

hin job. And thin i s  a project. But this is not just a 

job, and it's not a project, It's  our camaunlry. And X 

dldn't move hare to have a bus come down Chandler. I Gq7 

Now. X was pretry  upset rtanding up her8 and 

llateninp t o  people t a l k i n g  about how they feel, the wealthy 

comnunity, or tha t  tha but ir a good thing. f have nothing 

againre t h o  bus. But i f  you look st your o m  map, Xc shows 

that  where Chandler would go -- where the  Chandler toute  is, 

there are no buses coming through there. All of a sudden 

you're going to  tstabLtsh a bus route on Chandler where 

there presently is none. 

And as far aa your prof~estional drlvers, tw weeks 

ago I'm parked on Magnolia, and an HfA professional burr 

driver sideswipes my car. Xt 's  heen two uerks, krd I've 

been ca l l ing  them every othtr day. I hbven't received any 
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forna, They're not i n  t h e i r  syatnm. X'n driving around 

with my car, you know, smaahed up, as their profsrsional 

drivers. And I ' m  sorxy. Children -- X have s i x  of 

them -- ate not acceptable collateral damage Decaulr w need 

k b ~ b .  

Thank you. 

THE JUDGE: Rachel Joseph, to he followed by Dave 

Garfinkla. 

NS. JOSEPH: I ' m  an Orthodox Jew, and X have for 13 

years l i ved  i n  w h a t  our Lederai government now c a l l s  e 

l i veab le  cornunity and a safe com,unity, Valley V i l l a g e .  We 

have helped build and made the community what i t  l a  today. 

h good nsiqhborhaod to ra i se  our childten, w i t h  good and 

unique set of  valuer. We promote family value$, 

neighborhood safety, and pxida of ownerrhip. 

The main problnnr come from out of the community 

and are tha crime cf  late of people being shot  a t  en our 

Sabbath, the dlatssteful hate cslatas and vandclllsr of  ouz 

school$. 

According to our very o m  fcdcxal government o i  

thrac United States,  they  bclFevlt wr have tights in t h i s  

country and believe that the local govetmenr should step 

back and lfrtsa to the  comunlty because the c o m l l l e y  known 

best haw to create  secure, safe streets ,  reduce t r a f f i c  find 

a i r  pol lut ion,  and create a connunity. The camunity knows 
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end mother 4 million end up in hlaatgency rooma. 6,000 

pedestrians are killed every year. 90,000 pedartrian6 are 

injured every year. A pcdertrian or a blcyclirt i r  killed 

awry three and one-half mlnutas, and chat 15 before the 

proposed Chandler route. Ptrdast~lan Snjutk@ and tarallclea 

result in $20 billion of  socLttaL costs. 

If this isn't a lagicimate concern of us and an 

urgent concern In out nation and in out connunity, please 

tell me, KPA and the EXR, what is? I f  this Irn't, the EIR 

carries potenzsal fox marginal increase in bua scc&dents 

in their report, and chat m y  raault in an extrcmaly small 

increase in crime, they say. The NT& tofers to t h o i t  

accLdants as pedestrian-bus conflicts. 

THE JVDGE: Tiuu Is up. 

K3. JOSEPtl: Oh* no. 

Daer anybody givm ma the ir  time? 

She jua t  Qbve ma her tima. 

TlZE JVDGE: Thank you. 

David Garfinklc. Davld Garfinkle, to be foJloned 

by Jonathan Pivo. 

a. WIRBI#KLE: I ' m  Pave Cazfinkle from the Tarrana 

Property Owncra Association. 

W e  recognize the advantages of having rapid 

transit, but you've all heard some of the disadvantages. 

What we're concexnelcl about in fhs* meeting, this Ls the 

5 1 
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Response to Comment 019 

Comment G I  9-1 response t o  the d r a f t  CXR, and we're ttyinq t o  get don't 

Infarnlrtian corrected that's i n  the E I R .  The reasons for identifying the BRT Alternative as environmentally 
superior are noted in Section 4-16.7. Briefly, they are as follows: (1) it 
would increase transit patronage, (2) it would increase reliability of service 
because of the dedicated right-of-way, (3) it would improve transit 
connectivity in the Valley, (4) it would generate substantial construction 
employment, (5) it would improve air emissions, and (6) it would have a 
number of other effects, as noted in the referenced section. It is both 
customary and rrequired that the potential transportation and other effects of 
proposed projects be analyzed at a suitable point of time in the future, and 
typically a 20-year time horizon is chosen for this purpose in order to be 
consistent with typical regional planning practice. The cornmenter is 
correct in noting that some of the effects are not of substantial magnitude, 
but beneficial effects do occur as a result of the project. 

One of our major concerns tr the  s t a t i s t i c s ,  the 

advantages used to justify the project. And there are pages 

and pages of atatlatics and in formtion  an ha+, t h i a  project 

will teducc air pollution and increase the flow of tho 

rraff lc .  I f  you look a t  those rrtatiacics, however, they're 

totally fa l~rc loua ,  The incraaao in n i t  quelity or t h e  

decrease i n  a i r  pollution ie In the one hundredths oE a 

parccnt projected 2 0  years i n  the  tutosc. The increase in 

t ra f f i c  flaws are in t h e  loth8 of a parccnt, again psojected 

20 years i n  the future, carparad t o  tho TSM bslric 

fmprovcment of: current existing bus t r a n s i t .  

Projecting those kinds of r hundreds and tenth# o f  

percent: based on information project& 20 ycara in future Ls 

just  nonsense. Tho EiR n & d t  t o  rrflstt the Pact that there 

i s  no j u s t i f S e a t i a n  based an reduced air  pollution fat 

increased t ra f f i c  flow. 

The quantitative data used to determine potential benefits and impacts of the 
alternatives in this EISIEIR were developed with methods and data which 
have been consistently used and in some cased legislatively mandated for 
transit project studies in the region and nationwide. Projections for future 
traffic and air quality impacts are based on the data provided by MTA's 
regional transportation model which in turn used the adopted population 
counts and growth factors developed by the Southern California Association 
of Governments. Specific methodologies for traffic and air quality 
projections are described in Sections 3-3.2.1 and 4-7.2, respectively. 

0140-1 

Comment GI  9-2 

The EISIEIR does not make a blanket statement that "no one will park at 
stations, near stations, in the neighborhoods of stations that don't have 
specific parking lots." In fact, in Section 3-4.2 "Parking Impacts," it is 
acknowledged that "at stations that do not provide parking, there is also the 
potential that some BRT patrons may attempt to park on nearby residential 
streets." Parking mitigation measures for such possible impacts are 
discussed later in Section 3-4.3. 

11, addition, tlicrc arc a lot of tallrcious other 

aerruraptions that they make. I'm not going to go in- urfoty  

problems, t h a t ' s  brrn pretty well covered by other p a p l a  

today, but how about the statement that  no one will park a t  

San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor 
ElSlElR 

atalions, near xtatlans, in the nalghborhaadn of xtationr 

that don't have specific parklnq lot$.  1 t h i n k  that that's 

u t t e z l y  ib8u.d. Evefy s i n g l e  bur stop, the quarter mile 
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Comment G I  9-3 

radius around thoae stops will become parkltng lots 

throughout our residential nsighburhoods. I think chat that I 
You've heard a lot about the impact o f  CxlaiXic In 

the Horth Holl~wod rrcra. Even the EIR talks about the 

impact of traf f ic  in  the West Valley, fron ray Tampa west to 

Warner Ranch. Victory Baulavard mulct hcomc alrnost 

impanarbla+. I th ink Chat those ktnda of impacts need La be 

better reflected. 

Finally, and this i s  a r m l l  point,  you've heard e G19-3 

lot about the advantagaa a t  the blkaway. Thetab# nothing 

12 l e g a l l y  that construction of ?.ha blkaway to this bus 

13 way. There's sepdrata funding, they're not coordinated -- 
14 THE JUJ3Xz T i m  i r  up, +Ax. 

1 S MR. GARFIHKLE: Thank you. 

16 THE JUDGE: Thank you. 

1'1 Jonathan P l w ,  ta be followed by -- lookr like Peat 

18 G-u -- 
I9 Does it sound farailiar ts ovmebody? 

20 AUDIWCe MMBER: Yes. 

21  HR. PXVO: Hi. My name is Jonathan P i  vo. X don't 

22 represent any organization, but in a way f do bccaune my 

23 w l f e  is home right: now with our two-and-a-half-mortth-old 

24 baby. And my wife m d  1 live i n  Valley  village t i g h t  near 

25 Chandler precisely because, as other speaker!, have said, 

53 

Traffic impacts caused by the operation of the BRT were assessed in the 
EISIEIR for the West Valley. The traffic impact analysis included the 
assessment of 12 intersections along the alignment from Tampa Avenue to 
Warner Center. The analysis took into account bus signal priority delay 
impacts and impacts of traffic growth and shifting, as well as additional 
traffic generated by the park-and-ride lots. The environmental document 
clearly identifies the adversely affected intersections and has proposed 
specific mitigation measures to address those impacts. 
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ch i ld  for that? Bccruss when you put a bus way i n  the 

middle of a rsaldentlal, high pedestrian, hlgh child-density 

comraunlty, thatD& vhac'r pain9 to happen. And who here 18 

wflling to aactifict? rhclr chi ld Lor r bus cotridor bbtuean 

two sides o f  the Val ley? You ge t  your namR i n  the 

newspaper. Come on, iet'a see thc hands. Corn on. You get 

notaxtety. Oh, ha'a the guy that l q a t  h i a  chi ld.  That's 

too had. 

But f t ' a  not  a not-in-my-backyard frsua. ft'n a 

not-my-child ~ssue. And not my chxld and not your child or 

youx child. Wboac chLld t8  it? LeE'a get ram clty 

official that will rotk w i t h  cornunities t o  support a 

camnunicy like Valley Village rlro'r b u l l t  n cemnuniry that 

rhould br an exraple to the zest of th. nation o f  what a 

livcrbls, w h i t  a safe, what a neighborhood should be. We 

ahould be getting rupport. We should ba calebtatlng 

eomuni t i s r  like Valley Village, not tearing than down with 

a bus freeway. 

And i t ' s  not j u j t  Valley Vi3lagc. I'm suzc there 

arc 0 t h ~ ~  c o m ~ l l l t l ~ a .  I man, 1 don't know people, but I'm 

sure I f  I talked to ochct people, there ate other 

comunir l c s  i n  the Valley that either are at would like to 

be ar exemplary as rhr Valley Village. And t h i s  bur way 

goes right  through the  heart o f  Chat. 

THE JUDGE: Thank you. 
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Response to 623 

The commenter's preference for a subway is noted for the record. 

question the praCessiona1 drivers. A couple of days ago 

I ' v e  rwn n nice picture of a bus h i t  a rnovlnq traa or 

tomcthlng like that .  

1 am a proud HIHBY. X wuld  love t o  Bay that. I 

don't know how many o t  you are not .  Xt'a not a bad votd to 

say. 

San Fernando Valley M East-West Transit Corridor 
EISIEIR 

Gtade separation, or aptiraum grade rtparatlon, a s  

far  as f 'm concerned, is a subway. This way this i a  a 

hundred feet down and we are above. I would like t o  ask my 
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fciendr i t  the ?tTA how many of them would l l k s  to have a 

rapld bus run behind their hornas. 

We derarvc equal spending. We pay taxes. Sombody 

mentioned 40 petcent. f w u l d  I l k *  to  ere fhs 10 percent 

put back i n  the V1114y. 

The MPA is spending 5285 milllon rccordlng to th+ lr  

eatiraata. I 've  aaan their arrtilnare for the l a s t  15 years 

whah I was bufldlng the R d  Line. They are about 70 percent 

shy o f  whst It's rcai ly  qolng to cost. Take 2%5, make 

i t  -- add 39 percent, it's about $400 million, and that's 

what it's qsing cort f o t  about 20 year8 of renpotrry, 

band-aid solutian. 

I'm done. Thank you. 

THE JUDGE, Dibnn Corral, to he followcd by Diana 

tipari. 

W. CORRAL: Thank you. 
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Response to Comment G24 

1 Hi. My name i r  btann Corral. I'm with Laurel 

2 PSaxr Neighborhood Association, and we #.re in North 

3 Hollywood. We are located near Oxnard Stteet. 

And I'd like to just List a few concerns that we 

have along Oxnnrd and orhy we thlsk Oxnrrd i s  not the beat 

alternative. Monday through FrLday when tha najatity of 

these buses will be running, a large ntunbar of Oxnazd's 

pcdestrLan tmf Fac eonrirtr of the 6,000 -- 6,000 chlldrrn 

who attend the rchools along Qxna~d  Street between Radf~rd 

and IPoodnren, Theor schools are l a u r e l  Hall School, Uonlux 

Blcntenthry Schou1, Grant High School, and Erwln Straat 

Elementary School .  

Oxnaxd L r  congeatad near Laurel Canyon ond the 170 

fre+wry raropi due to  corrnuters uring the 170 Freeway. 

Anyone who hrr driven neat any of theas nchoals along Oxnard 

when children ate arrtvinp or being 1st  out of clarr knew8 

17 that r rsa  i s  congested and chaetic during theta k e y  hour. of  

l b  tho day. 

k9 Mso,  rccordtng to  the LAPD t r a f t i c  rspoxt lo r  

20 Oxnazd Street from June 1st o f  2000 to May 3 f s t .  2001, fhczo 

21 rare a rotaL of  88 accidents rlo- Oxnard Street between 

22 Lankershtrn and Woociman. At the intatsection af bankerrhim 

23 and Oxnard thaca were 10 accLdct\ca. Laurel Cany~n and 

24 Oxnard, 12 accidents. Whitsect and Oxnard, 15 accidents. I 
25 There were 19 accidents mar Grant High Schoo). and Valley 

61 
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The commenter's opposition to the Oxnard alignment is noted for the 
record. Pedestrian movements have also been asserted as a concern for the 
Chandler alignment. On either alignment, appropriate pedestrian safety 
precautions, devices and signage would be provided, and particularly in the 
vicinity of schools. The accident data provided by the commenter are 
noted. Improved signage and signalization should aid the driver in 
observing the required rules of the road, which would contribute to a 
reduction in the number of accidents. The estimated length of time to 
traverse the Oxnard alignment is based upon a computer model of bus 
operations. The model is first calibrated to reflect current operating 
conditions. This estimate permits a meaningful comparison among 
alternatives, which is its intended purpose. 

San Fernando Valley M East-West Transit Corridor 
ElSlElR + 

page 7-644 





Group G - CEQA Public Hearings 

THE JUDGE: Diana tfpari .  t o  be followed by Dr. ?&la#! 

tavino. 

MS. LI PhRC: Thank you. 

Ny name i s  Diana Ltpati, and I 'na resident of 

valley Glen, which l r  the nrwese dcrign6ted cornnunity i n  the 

'Valley. 1% a ntnrber of  the board of director, of the 

Val ley Glen Elcigbrhbad hJaoeLation, who has chostn by 

acclaautlon actually, during our zreent general meting, Lo 

oppose the bus way i n  all ita forms and t o  go for ttw 

proposed TSH alternative in the ElR. 

okay, I ' d  Like ca talk to you a I l t t la  bit tonight 

about the TSH, becauae It was vary inEezast5ng to nm that 

when Kevin Hichd  spoke tbla evening, he enunciated whrt 

tho*+ r1trrnativ.r were in she EIR but rktppad over the TSH 

alfemstive, which i s  r viable nittrnatfvs. As a matter of  

fact, ~0IEpaiad t o  the BW, the TSN Ir actual ly  coarparad 

constantly, a$ oppaaad te juat the no-build; it does cama up 

occasionally. 

The TSM olternntfve Is ca31ed the Translt System 

Management altornatiw. I t  c a l l s  fsr $20 million to be 

spent to upgrade the  buses on a l l  of the  routes.  East, 

wesf, noeth, south, a l l  t h e  exist ing bus routes. It also -- 
end this is the part that the FCTA d o c ~  not  diecuss, i t  alao 

includca the bus rapid transit domanstration program 

currently zunninp on Ventura Boulevatd. 

Response to Comment G25 

The commenter's opposition to BRT and support for TSM are noted for the 
record. 
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And when r heard t h i s  gentlamn tonfght talking 

about how he )-a on t h a t  bus and it just tuns along 

Venturr Boulevard and how wondezEuLly It operates, X was 

struck by the fact that with the f u l l  BR?, rhat partlculax 

b w  doosn't atem to appear on the map. How, thLs i s  tha 

s i tuation.  The gentleman who l l v e j  on Albers, he i i vea  

within walk ing  dtstatice ef thode btatlen~. bn4 of  the 

rcatiana will go acroaa hllton and Burbank diagonally, and 

he can walk  to that atation. Wonderful for him. But what 

abaut sZ1 the people that l i v e  south of Albeca, in other 

words, south of Hagnoria, 611 the paaple that live narrh at 

Vletocy at north af Vnnmn. Axe thay really going to be 

able to cake advantage of thlr bua way? 

How, one o f  things that 1 think that i s  very 

intsrart ing i n  the speak of the MTA, and I would like them 

to correct tha apaak, it is a corridot that they krap 

rafetttng ta, Wa refer to a corridor when vs talk about a 

subway. We do not refer to a corridor when we are talking 

about aboveground vehicles. In th i s  carre what we're rea l ly  

talking about i a  a hlghway. t t  is a highway. X t  is not a 

corridor, i t  in a highuay. And i t ' s  a highway going through 

residential  neighborhoods, and it's not r prrt5cuiacly 

useful ox cfiicirmt highway. For great cort thece'e a 

tttmendaud, ccaatcr fox the pecrpls at the  San Fernando Valley. 

Ole -- no ant s w r  voted lot a bus way. He voted 

6 4  

for subway, and a t  one point rco voted not t o  have a 

rubway, given the waate o f  the MTA and i t ' s  Pomer projects. 

But no one ever  voted  fog 8 bus way. Thls i s  an i tha  that's 

coma out of tho blue, end euddenly to use t h i s  right-of-way 

which was puxchared, this i s  what has been proposed. We da 

not want. a bus highway en s cetrLdor, we do net want It an 

the Chandler-Burbaok corrtdor, we do not want a bus hlphuey 

running down Oxnard, we do not want a bus highway running 

down StLett. 

Spread i t  around, MTA. 

THE JUDGE: Allan tovfnr. to be follaued by Arfal Baker. 

MI. LGVIWE: Thank you. 

I wonder how many of Lhors on the M'TA board Q K  any 

of those who i r e  concarnod with the plan8 and Ehr desfqnr 

that we see here have wslktd any part o f  Chandler from 

Unkarshirn w e a t  to approximately just before zSIZCon, whara 

it would t u n  natthuese, to  set what that conanunity Leeks 

l i k e ,  not. only an a weekend, bur also on a weekday. 

X wae born and caSscd in  Lvr Angclcs. I Kewwbet 

HFA and i t 8  pcadtcer~orr fronr ar early no Z can i n  the earty 

1940s. I've a s  r ch i ld  taken buses downtown end s t r e e t c a ~ a  

domtovn at. the age of seven and eight and no on, and all of 

us know rhrL the txansft system has never hem able to 

f u l f i l l  its goal8 i n  any way or form. OR t h e  other hand, Z 

am very much for public  t rans i t .  Public transpoxtatfdn is 

63 
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Response to Comment G27 

Comment G27-1 

1 whether it's 18,000 cars per day or  27,000 cars per day, in 

2 a eenaa l a  s drop in the buckat, I'm not denying ax 

3 concerting the concan of resident8 in that  rzer.  But our 

4 concern, whether you live in that  arc4 or the Chandler 

5 area -- and 1 actua l ly  live tight In betmen, actually 

6 closer t a  Oxnard -- is realty not one of us against them, 

7 not against the MTn, k t ' s  r e a l l y  hoplng that they wllX bo 

8 tor us as w e  hct? f o r  us, hopefully to  have a safer nml 

9 clean, quiet 11y62erh i n  an Jrtteqtated nciphborhood. 

10 Tharrk you. 

11 THE JVOCEr Azicl Baker, to be followad by Art S m t t .  

12 &r&al  Baker here? 

13 NS. BAKER: Okay. Just wcrnted to ask Kevin nichat If I t  

1 4  took him an hour and r half from downtown, I guess he didn't 

Basldes the dscrearsd pxoperly vatu. of about 30 

paxtant and serious safety concern. tha t  we've pane over, 

not t o  mention chs murder:, that have been going on a t  t h t  
G27-1 

pack-and-ride., 70 pezctnt of a l l  toxic rAsk a i z  pollution I 
i s  contributed by trucks and buses. So ue need to focus our I 
attention on zero-polluting electric buses that run on f 
hydcogcn fue l  cells o t  e lectr ic i ty  genetared from wind. I 
nalar, g c o t h c t ~ l  mane, clearly, 1I we cake about out I 
environment at all. 

n 

We don't use  bicycle6  or walk because of the lrck 

67 

The MTA is committed to having a clean fuel fleet. Currently, MTA has 
the largest compressed natural gas (CNG) fleet in the nation. MTA is also 
tracking and trying to influence the development of clean fuel technologies 
and other bus design improvements to further reduce fuel consumption and 
pollution. As newer, cleaner technologies come on line, become proven, 
and are commercially available at competitive prices, the MTA will 
consider them in future bus procurements. 

Comment G27-2 

The commenter's desire for increased bicycling and walking opportunities 
are noted for the record. The BRT is being planned to incorporate a 
combined pedestrian path and bikeway into the corridor. These amenities 
will be separated from the BRT by a short barrier fence and also by 
landscaping, where space permits. This will provide adequate separation 
for safety purposes. 

San Fernando Valley M East-West Transit Corridor 
ElSIElR 

page 7-649 







Group G - CEQA Public Hearhss 

1 morn pleasant, lea8 t . 1 ~  consuming. we feel that  the 1 
2 Chandler bus way tor amlusive bus traveling betvasn the MTA I 
3 Red Line etation i n  Herth Hollyrood and Weoddland Hills i s  6 IGz8 
4 preferred coute foc the Lollowing rsarona: The NTA o m t  Ch4 I 
5 rlght-of-way, That*& a mcljor araet. f t  Ir a hundzcd foot 

6 right-of-way that can be beauttficd and made appealing far 

7 all concerned. 

8 Thank youj you'rt very polite. 

9 X t  will pzovide additional off-etreet parkinq. X t  

10 on.ly takas seven houses tar the entlrr 1 4  mile route. so 

11 pt lva te  property is baing preserved. I E  will emulate but 

12 improve the Vantura M c t t c r  Rapld Bus System. krd X bat you 

L3 chat leer than 5 parcant o f  the people tha t  nrs hare have 

I4 w a r  ridden the Metro Rapid Bus 8yrtem that qoer d m  

13 Ventura BouTsvard. I t * a  torr l t i c .  It*. going to atay 

16 thara, and that method OL tranaportatian i s  going to be 

17 expandad. It w i l l  be an rconornic boon to the Valley, 

10 although some oP the people here don't feel so. X t  i s  4 ' 

f 9  prcfcrccd couto over the alternate i n  uhAch Oxnard would be 

30 urcd for a portion of t h e  routing. 

2 X Far these reasons our c~nmiftcc and my o m  personal 

22 prefetence haa selected the Chandler route utllizthg the 

2 3 erst-west e x i ~ t i n g  riqht-of-way. 

24 THE JUDGE: Guila Grerr, t o  ha followed by Michael 

25 Halpsrn. 

70 

San Fernando Valley page 7-652 

M East-West Transit Corridor 
+ ElSIElR 



Group G - CEQA Public Hearings 

MS. GRtER: Thank you. 

Hy name is Guila Grsar, and 1 dm't l ive  in the 

Chandler atear X l i v e  i n  rnathrr wondsrfut c o m n l t y  i n  

Tarzana, a c m u n i t j ?  of about 375 honsa Imediataly adjacent 

t o  tha proposed bus route. 

I 'm not sbmebody who's against  rapid tzanait .  1 

think tapid ttnnslt i s  wonderful. I l i ved  i n  Toronto &my, 

mny Y h d Z 6  befate nwrvlnq t o  the San Fernando Valley. f 

l i v e d  thars  for  five years. And 1 didn't dr ive  once the 

whole time. They ttad a real rapid t rans i t  syrtcra, and i t  
029-1 

was wonderful. X don't thlnk you can calf. buses that  go an I 
average of 29 milas an hour a rapid tzanaft  system. And f 

don't see, you know, what's going to be a t t r ~ c t l v e  about 

thr t  to pet increased rfdrrrhfp. 

Aside from that  and the community thrt  I l i v e  In 

expr*ssinq the same kinds of concerns as the Chandler 

eemnunity, and f real ly camend that  group for getting It 

a i l  together and rpeaking a t  they have been, it's wondarful. 

And X just wanted to  maybe spend a moment addroaainp ramc of 

the concerns. G29-2 

Whether it's a r a i l  or a subway or whatever, you I 
knew, we'co going to have these park-and-rides ar the  

atatlono where there  a r e  na park-and-rider, and auyht  

addreaaing 5- o f  the issues that  go along with  t h a t ,  where 

there  is no park-and-ride, how i s  t h e  t r a f f i c  and the 

71 

Response to Comment 629 

Comment G29-1 

At the planned operating speeds, the BRT system is expected to generate 
significant ridership. The additional advantages of the BRT system come 
from the fact that as traffic conditions on the surrounding streets gets more 
and more congested and levels of service degrade, the busway with its 
exclusive right-of-way will be able to operate relatively unimpeded, 
providing an attractive transportation option. 

Comment G29-2 

All parking lots will be fenced. Please refer to the responses to Comments 
F6-3 and F13-lc. 
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Response to Comment 631 

Comment G31-1 

something asnaible for a l l  o t  our hard earned money, this irr 

what w i l l  happen, and Xev Yarorlovsky wi l l  gat the masage. 

Thank you. 

THE JUMiEl Richard Hers, t o  be folloued by David 

Srrikr. 

MR. W 5 :  Good tvening. Hy name l a  Richard Mas.  and 

I'm an attotnty. I represent tho Balboa and V i c t o t y  

Partnership. The prrtnstehip owns the four-buildinq 

commrcZs1 office building conyllex a t  the intrrrrectaon of 

Batboa m d  Victory, and I'm here to speak  tonight an behalf 

of my client about some concerns that my client haa 

concoznhg the D r a f t  Envitanrnental Xnspact: St;udy/Raport. And 

I think although my commnts are going to be a l l t t la  bit 

parochial and limited t o  thr Bulbor and Vicroty 

intsratction, i t '& i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  one o f  the fundaments1 

f l a w s  of the EIR aa it  atandr now, which i s  it does not 

raa l ly  taka on m mnblysis of the impbet on  an 

h e  ~f the cazLlet apeakerr noted that  the EIR i 
talks about a t  e later point in the design and davclopmcnt I 
process ro connider these specific irtpacts. However, i f  you I 
donet do it during tho EXR stage, the chances for public I 
coment and public Input are  qolnp t o  be minimized, and that I 
i s  going to be a coal tragedy for the San Fernando Valley. I 

1n particular, the EXR t a l k s  about a hundred-foot 1 

The comment correctly notes that the MTA right-of-way behind the office 
buildings at Victory Boulevard and Balboa Boulevard is narrower than at 
other locations along the corridor. It is anticipated that appropriate 
measures will be taken to ensure the safety of bus passengers, pedestrians, 
and motorists in this area. Please also see the responses to Letter D6. 
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Comment G31-2 

wide right-of-way behLnd naighborhoods and along t h e  t 
Chandtar route. I t  so happens that a t  the lntarrection of I 
Balboa and Victory, jurt behind ray client's property, the I 
right-of-way is only 30 feet. Atad given that i t  takas 26 I 
feet t o  house loth Imer of the bus route, that  leaves about 

two feet in the cleat on either aide to put in whatever 

mitigation or safety measures axe appropriate for that 

location. I c ' 6  a great concern t o  my client because w i t h  

buses going within three or four feat o t  the parking a t t a  

for the offlce building, w i t h  ptdastziana and carr and 

trucks driving through theta and pcopla parklng there, thiir 

presents a trsmndoua safety hazard. I t o r  not addraaacd at. 

a l l  in tha environmental impact report ,  and f wuld look t o  

the f i n a l  version to cover this in rolM detail. 

I n  addi t ion t o  the safety concern81 ws a l ro  have 

concerns about uibration, noise, the lighting, whteh !a not 

rea l ly  wrli-diacuasad a t  a l l  along the route. Hew does the 

b??A propose t o  handle the lighting? Ware  do the lighting 

atanchion8 go? I r  the lighting s o l e l y  on the  bus lanes, or 

do they f i l t e r  out and cr-ato l i g h t i n g  conditions and glaze 

and obstructions on ntighbotfng propcrtics? 

One other thing. Whether the but toute t a k e s  the 

HOS t o  the f u l l  Ilroca, we're corrcarncd about how the Ralboa 

station i s  going t o  work and how the L r a t f l c  is going t a  G31-3 

move, and t h i s  again appl ies  t o  every lnttrsectien where 

7 5 1 

Potential noise and vibration impacts are discussed in detail in Section 4-9 
of the EISIEIR. In terms of lighting, lighting would only be located at 
stations (including park-and-ride facilities) along the BRT corridor. 
Lighting at these locations would be designed to limit light to the right-of- 
way itself and minimize light escaping to adjacent properties. The 
bicycldpedestrian facility being designed along with the BRT would be lit 
along its entire length. This lighting would also be required to meet the 
standards described above to minimize lighting of adjacent properties. 

Comment G31-3 

The EIR has identified access locations (driveways and streets) that need to 
be accommodated given the operation of the BRT. The Preliminary 
Engineering and design development process is developing further details 
on precise location, type, control, and operation of each and every access 
point. The additional signals along the right-or-way and near stations 
(including at Balboa Boulevard) will be designed in cooperation with 
LADOT according to standards that will provide efficient traffic operation. 
Please see the responses to Letter D6. 
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Response to Comment 032 

The commenter's preference for a subway is noted for the record. 

San Fernando Valley M East-West Transit Corridor 
ElSlElR , 

there'rr a station, because iL they put t r a f f i c  rlgnals in, 

how do people get i n  and our o f  drivwaya that are cutrencly 

existing? 

Thank you. 

THE JUDGE; David Strikr, t o  ba iolloucd by Howxd 

Peigtnbaum. 

kt m e  remind you, fo lks ,  that there's thtse 

minutes left before the 7230 deadline if you wish t o  f i l l  

out a cord. 

David S t r i k r  here? 

No? H o t  hare? 

Howard Faiyanbaum, to be Lollwed by tnrique 

Aragon. 

MR. FIZtEtiBhW: Hello. My name i s  Howard Feigenbrum. 

and X am here tonight to repatt r crima. I an hers tonight 

to report r crime. We, the peeple of the Valley, are belnp 

chanted. How a te  na baing cheated? Well, if w lived i n  

page 7-658 

Lor Angelcr or i f  w e  l ived  i n  Hollywood, we would havo a 

rubway. Why don't we have a subway? We have people on 

G32 

Oxnard, we havo people an Chandler, they a m  angered by 

inrttrutfona at worship, inatitutlonr of Iearning. Why must 

they be disrupted? We need a subway, pfaln and simple. 

Untll we get one, w e  will be cheated by the WA. 

Thank you. 

THE JUDGE: Enrique hraqon, to be folloued by Gens 

76 
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Response to Comment G33 

Taylor. 

MR. AIVICdt?: Good evening, everyone. 1 l i ve  i n  the  area 

close to Vlctory and Sepulvedr. f l i ve  in a quiet, small 

neighborhood. I f  you look a t  your map. you will see that  

our neighbothood is railrctcd just &s little curve that 

g o e s  next to the 405 Preeway. But make no mistake about it, 

this 1s a nelghbzrrhood where people live and families and 

hardworking people go to the i r  homes every evening to r e l a x  

and have peace and quiet .  

Laok a t  you1 map m d  see where we Ilvc?. The? area 

where we l l v d  Is made up oE a lot of Hispanic cornunities 

and also, you know, rcgulaz homes. W e  axe Located next to 

the proposed l i n e  t o  tho 105 Freeway. 

The thinga that b~thcr me the most about this 

prajact Is thrt uhcn K was knocking on psopls'r dvor about 

the pcojrcf ,  it reemn l l k a  the mjor i ty  of the people didn't 

know t h r t  t h i s  project was coming by. Many of them don't 

npcak Engllah. X donut speak English that well myself. 

They were never infoxmcd. And X think t h i s  is unfair. f 

was qolng to  say that th is  was dirczfarinatory, but 1 don't 

even know i f  that was the  case. 

Wc h a w  been cold several times that  there will be 

changcs made Go the project to acconra;bdate the request we 

made in i t ia l . l y ,  but I 'm disappointed to see that none of 

thoao changes have been inplcmentui. I t  seems that  a lot of 

7 1 

Extensive information regarding this project has been disseminated widely 
throughout the communities adjacent to the proposed project. More than 
200 meetings with established neighborhood, business, and community 
groups have been conducted throughout the duration of this project. In fact, 
Mr. Aragon convened many of his neighbors at his home on April 19 and 
June 14, 2001 at which MTA staff was present to provide detailed 
information about the project. 

There was no discrimination in the outreach process for this project. 
Bilingual noticing (EnglishISpanish) has been conducted throughout the 
entire environmental process. Notices announcing scoping meetings and 
public hearings were written in Spanish and mailed to the entire stakeholder 
database. Newspapers, such as La Opinion published formal notices 
regarding the hearings, and Spanish language translators have been 
available at all public hearings and several community presentations. 
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things have bean said and nothing has been shown i n  writing. 

Nothing haa been put. t n  writlng, and vt can't rely on empty 

promises. 

We can't rely on words to mka ur tee1 good abut  

the neighborhood and what's coming. For that zeason we 

decided to oppose this project. Before we were r e a l l y  

enthusiastic about i t ,  but now we oppose it. We don't think 

It la a sound project; we don't think i t  will. benefic moat 

of the  people, and I encourage you also t o  appose S t .  

TtIE JUDGE: Gene Taylor, to be followed by Xn 300 N1e1. 

MR. TAYLOR: l y  nane is Gone Taylor, as you heard, and I 

l i v e  i n  -- X recently moved to Valley Glen about three and 

a ha l f  years ago. 

And X'vr heard * l o t  o t  c o m n t r  about -- fram 

dlftcrent people that ,  wall, you know, you moved into t h e  

rraa, you were told when you bought property that t h i s  was 

going t o  ba part of  tha dea l .  And X called the MTA before f 

bought the prowrty. 1 went down -- I called and f uas 

told, well, you know, we've been going through t h l ~  for 45  

years to  get  rapid tzanstt  through thc Valley, and that t h e  

likelihood that smwthing was going l a  be done was going to 

take another I S  years. And so -- not that I've solcJy 

bought my house on chat prcnisu, but t o  m t h i s  Looks. 

amtlls l i k e  a done deal. Yau know, that m are getting the 

raw end o f  the  deal here. 

7 8 
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Response to Comment G34 

Comment G34-I 

1 And I thlnk that there are other altarnatives  that 

2 have to be explored. And there a m  -- X'n not 8 very good 

3 public aptaker, but this has kind of pot me really, you 

4 know -- I think that  the cornunity has to coma together and 

5 people have to decide, you know, thkt t W a  Is wrong l o r  the 

6 c c m n i t y .  And -- but 1 think that if it is, 1 think Chat 

7 we also have ta protect ouracfves. I t h i n k  that we have to  

8 make ZUCE that the berm go up, ttraf t h e  sound walls go up, i" 
9 that things that ere going to protect us and can pratect out 

10 property valuer and protect the rights o t  everybody that 's  

11 hccc. And put it in writing, exac t ly .  

12 h d  -- let me sea here, f am fat, you know -- X'm 
G34-3 

3 not for this, okay. I ' m  for TSW, which f th ink I8 a v e q  I 
14 virbl* alt*rnativ+ i t  nrA would explorr i r  more deeply. And I 
15 I jurt think they have not done tha t .  

16 And f had to - -  I had some natea hrtr, There war r 

17 gel hers that spoke about using electric vahielrr and rhat 

if! type of thing. I think that should be explored no matter 

19 where the buses run. And rhat we should look a t  clean, 

20 ef f ic ient  and t h ~ n g s  that ace jugt going t o  be better for 

2 1  the  Valley. 

22 So thank you. 

2 3 THE JUDGE: In Soo Erlcl, tot* fallowed by Irving 

25 MR. NLLLI Most of a l l  1 th lnk WTA hosting t h i s  meeting 1035 
79 

An extensive evaluation of a wide range of alternatives has been conducted 
over the life of the project. The commenter is referred to sections 1-2 and 
2-1 of the EIS for an overview of this history. 

Comment G34-2 

Tables S-1, 5-2, and S-3, a11 contained in the Executive Summary of the 
EIR, identify the BRT project impacts to the community, as well as the 
proposed mitigations for these impacts. The soundwalls are identified as a 
mitigation for noise impacts. All the mitigation measures in Tables S-1, 
S-2, and S-3 will be listed in a Mitigation Monitoring Plan, which MTA is 
required to prepare and which will be adopted by the Board at the time of 
the acceptance of the Final EIR. MTA is required to implement these 
mitigations as part of the project. 

Comment G34-3 

The commenter's support for the TSM Alternative is noted for the record. 
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The thrust of the comment has to do with the perceived adverse imposition 
of the BRT and its associated bus service on days of worship in the 
Orthodox Jewish community along Chandler Boulevard. The commenter 
should note that specific accommodations are being made to provide mid- 
block pedestrian crossings at two locations serving synagogues, with 
crossing signals that can be operated in a manner consistent with Orthodox 
Jewish requirements. 

1 have a nice car. But I go to the bur atrcion, 

r ide eha bus. 1 ride a rapid bur, X r ide a subway, and X 

rave over: 400 milets a month. 

How many of you t ide  the bur and 8ave gat &nd 

dleege? Vety few. Very few. Just think about i t .  f'or 

our future  w e  need a good transportation system. Whether we 

like I t  or not, m have ca scknawlcrlpa it and find r 

solution ao chat that -- can you believe 5, 10 p a r a  how 

many accident will be on the street? How many ctiracs is on 

the atreet? How lnariy pollutions i s  going to come? We have 

to ao lve  thin  making together. 

And i f  X may add one more thing, we have to 

sacrifice. We haw to -- now, sacrifica la a bad word, but 

we have to  iacrif lc+ tor our tutur,. 
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Thank you. 

THE JWRGE: Think you. 

frvlng Sternberg, to be followed by Elle Salinq. 

MR. STElHBERSt Good avsnlnp. Hy name I t  Dr. Xrvlnp 

Sttinberg. As prcoidtnt of Shaaroy t tdck Synopopuc, a r  a 

pcclctitloner a t  a county hospital, and as paying taxpayer 

and a parent of  children i n  North Hollywood, I am happy t o  

be here t o  respectfully give a response to  the MTA's 0 3  6 

~ v l r o m n t a l  Impact Report. 

1 am a native Mew Yorkex. A creature of lnass 

tranait. 1 can look a11 over ?few York for examples 

8 1 
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G38 
oont'd 

anatogoua to what i b  being proposed by the MPA fox rapid bus 

trrnalt  don, Chandler Boulevard and not find i t .  X can look 

a l l  over the l i v s r b i e  community standard, tIcdera1 rtandatda, 

Yedsral functad demonstratSon ptojrctlr fez rapid transit and 

not flnd i t .  1 can rracrr other UTA projbczr of l i k e  Inteat 

t a  advance t ~ s a  transit i n  tos Angeles, and finalLy 1 can 

search my mind and my heart oxcansively far t h e  conrnon asnsb 

and the Isal lng of comwn conmuniry benefit for what i a  

being propoaed by the MTA tor rapid b w  tranr i t  down 

Chandler Beulevard, and i n  a l l  cases 1 cannot find it. 

We coma asking ta be heard not fuse an the deta i l s  

af an a n v i r o m n t a l  impact report, but to ask the m A  Board 

to  evalunte the ocher Elm. How about the acunanicll inpact 

laport? Thir i r  a prdertrirn coranrrnity o f  worshippers who I 
cannot drive or ride to the synagogues that l i n e  Chandler 

Boulevard on Saturdays and othar proaeribed hol idrya .  Are  

they to ba put a t  r i sk  tor nut making it to the rynapogue or 

net zefurnlng ttorac because a Ugh-speed bus did the ultimata 

damapt t o  the body, in ccntrast t o  where the person was 

headed In ~ p i r i t ?  Should any wor~hippez have to sake the 

choice between aalcty and synagogue? Whtta is the religious 

freedom In such a choice? How is it possible that the first 

and eaeielrt, Mt. Hichcl, was never proposed? 

You arc dealing with a new servico n o t  provided In  

this manner t o  rldera coming frarn Woodland Hills ryplcally. 

1 2  I 

038 

thara are a t h t t  ways for them eo gat ta the Ncrrth HoLtywed 

Sratian, r think it is logleal to  B U Q Q ~ # ~ :  t h a t  th i t  I- 
riderahip therafolca would Ira very dMnished on a Saturday. I 
Why didn't you corn to Our ~ a m u n l t y  and pla in ly  ptopoje 

that the bus uauldn't run on tl\a Sabbath Saturday, r i ch  

$educed ot no serv ice  on the ether proscribed halfdays? Kc 

would dean that m y  caring pubric venture would have 

lncludod such a aetpulrtion and tho ridership would nor. be 

inconvenienced, never having a w n  that rc:rvlm befare. 

Should i t  be 8 htgh-traffic 8ynagdgue x r r v l o  or a 

law-traffic bus service that; is disruptad? 

No*, t h i s  is nat the  total aolutfen, buc in fact i t  

rhowr the crlllousneaa and insanalclvity of the WPn Cc our 

cosanunity'r concerns and nukes other abarqezfy proposed and 

subatanttally unp~aposcd mitigation dubdaua in intent .  Hew 

about th. .notianal inpaet teport? #hat de rapid buren md 

eventually Iight rai.1 da tv  a commtnfty uhaae unity %a. 

threatened with physical  dkvljfan and anotlonal zantor? 

mat: about the ewttot ls  of r mother who $ends her child to 

youth proupr at the synctgogue with an older s ib l ing  but the 

ch i ld  break* loasc o f  the group and the unapaakrblr happen&? 

Which brings ms to my f ina l  ETR, The emxgeney 

roam impact report. Who herb w u l d  auhir. chat the H I A  had 

e partccr recard on dvoidkng exatlie dioabEera far new r a i l  

and Rue byseemi? 
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opponed t o  public trannportntlon. This i 8  a poor plan.  It 

i s  poorty darlgntd, tho map ir horrible. Tssta have not 

been done s i n c e  1987 in some of the things. 

But most importantly, uhaC nob&y has talked about 

ir the 1200 cars going to be whipping through your 

nalghborhoods to pet to the s ta t ions .  No one has addxesaed 

thls. As i t  is. 1 live between Scpulveda and Victory. 

Jnnwncrable cars cut through r ight  dorm my street. Il ylng 

doun thcter  and thete are speed bumps, but they f l y  down 

anyway, md nobody has said how these cars are going to get 

t o  Chase s ta t ions .  So where are we going t o  put 1200 cars 

on our atraot3 Do ue want them whipping through our 

nalqhborhood? 1 have kids  on my rtraat, dogs, cat*, 

whatovtr, people. You can't cters rafoly your own street. 

Ntvsr mind Chandler where it's. you know, bigger. f 

understand your concerns, f i t t l a  atreeta. W e  ean8 t  even 

get access  there. 

So that'a a11 I have to say. 

TIlE JUDGE: Hancy Bennett, to be foklowed by Phi l l ip  

Valdez. 

Nancy Bennett here7 Not here? 

Phillip Vnldez. to be tollaned by Raul Melata. 

MR. VALDM8 My namt t s  Phillip Valdaz, and r i m  part of 

the group that l i v e s  on Victoty and Sepulvcda. 

ri:irat af a l l ,  m believe that the EXR i s  flawed. 

8 6 
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Response to Comment 640 

Okay. To be tollowed by Seymur Feusxrtsln. 

MS. HABRR: H i .  Hy name i r  s Jill ftaber. T l i v e  right  

over heta In latzanr. WE streets are bttwcen Corbin and 

Tllapa and Veeturr Freeway and topham. 

Firrc ot  all, I'd like re say that there's r lor of 

people from our neighborhood that  have no tdca  about t h i s  

because t h i s  whota thing has been misleading to 98 percent: 

of our neighbore. They keep saying Victary and Oxnard. 

Nothing's been said about Tapham because that's the old 

raLLroad tracks and they keep referring t o  t h r t  as Oxnard. 

So nobody haa nn idea. So the MTA and the newspapers have 

been misleading avecybady on that. 
G40-1 

the oChbx thing i s  chat they plan or1 putting a stop 

a t  Tophra and Tarrrpa. T b y  raid no parking there. X just 

apaka with smsbody who r s i d  there won't be rny parking but 

thare'll be r rtop. Sa i t  there's going to  br a atop thera 

and theybra milea -- one mlle apart, i n  ordsr to get to thrt 

bur you have to  walk a half a fill* If you hsppcn t o  I l w  in 

the raiddie af i t .  Hakt a mile, which i s  four blocks, t o  go 

t o  that bu~, take the bus wherever you're 9 0 L ~ g r  then when 

you caw back you've got t o  walk a half  a mile back af ter  

work. Which f s  really a l l l y ,  because t ight  now there's 

already a prlvnca school and thrt ihtarsactiorr I s  roatly 

bad. 

W e  l i v e  In a rural neighborhood that  has horsea, 

8 B 

Comment G40-1 

Based on the results of the ridership model, the BRT station at Tampa is 
expected to be mostly a bus transfer, auto drop-off (kiss-and-ride) and walk 
access location for transit patrons. It is not projected to generate a major 
park-and ride demand. 

Comment G40-2 

A combined pedestrian path and bikeway, to be operated by LADOT, is 
being incorporated into the corridor. No special provisions for walking 
animals such as goats, sheep, and horses will be included, however. The 
balance of the right-of-way that is not utilized by the busway and 
bikeway/pedestrian path will be landscaped with shrubbery, bSeeS, and 
ground cover. 
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Response to Comment 641 

Comment G41-1 

G40-4 

buses a day goinq t o  be quiet In our neighborhood? There*$ 1" 
no way. lrnd they're going to put a  three-foot round wall. I 
so betwean the round w a l l  thates going t o  block the bus I 
there and then ub got the Cteevay two blocks up, what's I 
goinq t o  happetr to the people in the middle with C t l a  sound I 
bouncing off of everything? Me don't want i t  in our I 

neighborhood. 

THE JUDGE: Sc)?nour Feuezstein, to ba followed by 

Dov Yiichcr. 

MR. IWRRSTEIHz I'm Seymour Feuersteln. I'm 

representing the Concetncd Citizens Transit Coalition. 

Arrd I just  wanted to mdks the statement we're 

suppoxtLva of  enhanced east-west t rans i t  cortldort ra 

howvex rrer adamantly oppeerd to m y  form of rurfrcr  t r a n s i t  

along the proposed +art-met. Chandler hull wry deviation. 

What X'd like to talk about today i t  d t i g a c i o n .  

This it r buzz ward, r mantra used by MTA s t a f f ,  t o  asrunpa 

problem rxoaa. Fax instance, safety  concczns. We wro 

con~uxned abeut the s o l i d  walls thrt they i n i t i a l l y  

suggested Eor ChandLer Boulevard; they went to chain-link 

fence wtth shrubbery and ultimately decided on a four-foot 

hfqh picket tence. That** fine, except  It stlll La 

pdychaloglcally a bifurcazlarr of t h e  camunity and is unsafe 

for children who can scale over the fence. In addition, the 

open fence means added wheel nalae t ~ o m  the buses. 

The comrnenter's statement of general support for transit, coupled with his 
statement in opposition to the Chandler alignment, are noted for the record. 

Comment G41-2 

See the response to Comment C9-47. 
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Tn t a m  of pollution, we hsvs gone trow no buses 

in chat portlon to n lirnlted number of bums enst ~f them. 

T h i s  will add pollution. The NTA claim that  trsfffc will 

be reduced because of  the buses; that w i l l  conpensate tor 

the radtd pollution. We LeeL their arcr~tlons axe Llawd. 

Our independent evaluation indicates that with potentla1 

traffic jaron, t h e  pollutian will be increased, particularly 

X begin by noting no matter where you stand on the 

Iraus, X believe n e  arm today parelcipantr a t  an lflegsl 

event. Thit ka suppored to ba a hearing. The law of 

Callto~nia requires a hearing. The NTA doesn't want a 

hearing, but they haw to have a hearing. This i o  not a 

hearing, thia i s  a transcribing. 

Eladam Transcriber, I ' m  aurc you're a very  good 

person. But we were supposed t o  he heard, not read. The 

in area, that da nos ace have any buses. 

lau requites that we be hoaxd. ?bad Chlr I t  bogus. We w i l l  

The only solution 100 percent mitigatSon, get o f t  

ot Chandler or put in the deep-bore aubway configuration 

across the actst-west Valley am nundated by t h e  Robbins B i l l .  

be heard on election day i f  m don't get aurst lvta  heard 

before this thing is dona. And we uil1 be heard no mattar 
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G41-4 

Comment G41-4 

The commenter's preference for a subway is noted for the record. 

Response to Comment G42 

THE JUDGE: Dov Fischer, to be followed by Tom Harman. 

Dov Pischef hers? 

MR. FISCHER: Thank you, very much. 

Comment G42-1 

The MTA is not aware of any state or federal law prohibiting a public 
hearing of the type conducted on June 21,2001. The sections of the State 
CEQA Guidelines related to public hearings are as follows: 

15202. Public Hearings 

(a) CEQA does not require formal hearings at any stage of the 
environmental review process. Public comments may be restricted to 
written communication. 

(b) I f  an agency provides a public hearing on its decision to carry out or 
approve a project, the agency should include environmental review as one 
of the subjects for the hearing. 

(c) A public hearing on the environmental impact of a project should 
usually be held when the Lead Agency determines it would facilitate the 
purposes and goals of CEQA to do so. fie hearing may be held in 
conjunction with and as a part of normal planning activities. 

(d) A drafr EIR or Negative Declaration should be used as a basis for 
discussion at a public hearing. The hearing may be held at a place where 
public hearings are regularly conducted by the Lead Agency or at another 
location expected to be convenient to the public. 

(e) Notice of all public hearings shall be given in a timely manner. This 
notice may be given in the same form and time as notice for other regularly 
conducted public hearings of the public agency. To the extent that the 
public agency maintains an Internet web site, notice of all public hearings 
should be made available in electronic format on that site. 

fl A public agency may include, in its implementing procedures, 
procedures for the conducting of public hearings pursuant to this section. 
The procedures may adopt existing notice and hearing requirements of the 
public agency for regularly conducted legislative, planning, and other 
activities. 
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(g)  There is no requirement for a public agency to conduct a public hearing 
in connection with its review of an EIR prepared by another public agency. 

15087. Public Review of Draft EIR 

what e lac t lon  it is  for *at of f i ce .  

My nans is Dov rischer. 1 practice colnplex civil 

litipatlan rf the Los Angels8 oLticas o t  Akin, Cuayr, 

Streuba, Hauar L fekd. 

BasLder the violation of  l4w tentght, by failing to 

g ive  us a hearing, the +mvlxonrrmntal impact report further 

fails to *at the S t a t e  supreme Court of Californta nandate 

i n  L a u ~ e l  Heights Improvement Aseocirrtlon versus Regents of 

California, because the EXR f a i l s  to dlacuss every pa68ible 

tcaaonablc altecnativa to the proposed project. 

Dne reasonable a l t ernat ive  tonight that S'vc  hcatd 

about, that 's  been a more clean burning fuel. But f also 

note that  the ElR &peak& about s transpoxtation Systems 

hnrgrrrdnt, . TS# progrrm, thrt r o w  of the people in Laura1 

Canyon and Valley Glen have supported. And what strikes ma 

i s  tha t  tha EXR rllra sparks about Hinlmum Operable Segment, 

m HOS plan, that hegins in Van Nuyu a t  Woodman thrt  and 

atop9 at b l b o a  tn Encino. 

Why In the voxid does the EXR not discuss the 

pesribllity of a Transpottation Systemr Management plan 

that somehow upgrades from NoHo i n t o  Van Wuys and then mverr 

into a minlmum operative segment that goes not merely Etam 

Van Nuys to Ballma Doulavard, but that pats the etatire 

dlatsncs onto Woodianel Hills? this is nrlssSl\q fton t h e  

plan.  

93 

(i) Public hearings may be conducted on the environmental documents, 
either in separate proceedings or in conjunction with other proceedings of 
the public agency. Public hearings are encouraged, but not required as an 
element of the CEQA process. 

Comment G42-2 

The EISIEIR has more than adequately satisfied the requirements in the 
Laurel Heights case that a range of reasonable and feasible alternatives be 
included in the environmental document and that those alternatives be 
discussed in meaningful detail. Chapter 2 of the EIS/EIR describes each 
alternative at length and in detail. Each of the sections of Chapters 3 and 4 
of the EISIEIR provides a similarly substantial degree of analysis of the 
environmental effects of each of the proposed alternatives, including several 
variations of the BRT Alternative. 
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Comment G42-3 

The referenced section in the EIS is a statement of the historical perspective 
that was established by the former presence of the railroad, including not 
only freight but also passenger service. Restoration of passenger service to 
this corridor would, in fact, be consistent with its historical use. The 
statement is not intended to suggest that this is a restoration in the same 
sense as a monument such as the famous residences noted in the comment. I t  would provide a form of rapid transif that c~uld be 

acceptable to the Valley Glen cornunities to the community 

en Chandler. l r  ceflccts the hbranca of so huch in the ELR 

that i t  needs to be draEtecl again. 

hothet ze&ron i t  murt be drafted again 1s that 

there ere outright miateprcscntatlons of fact m d  lies. I 

quote the most salient mlsrtprescntation on page 4-88. Ttre 

proposed bua way, it says, would be consistent with the 

historic trenaportation uses. It saya furtha~ that although 

local ritsidenta may have become accurtowd t o  the lack of  

tzanaportaclon related traEfic along the rlght-of-way i n  the 

past eight or nlnc years, t h i s  absence represents a 

rbort-term dlvargoncs fxorn fhs pa6C 100 years. 

Hell, I'll tell you swathing, i t t *  r big  

deception. We're not talking about raatorinp some cultural 

treasure l i k e  Montpellier of Madlaon. 

THE JUDGE: Time fk  up. 

MR. FfSCHER: Hy tfmc is up. But Z'm going to w k a  this 

point: A hund~ed years ago f don't know whether thorc ucze 

Jews In this Valley; 1 don't know whether a hundred years 

ago there were Orthodox Jews in t h i s  Valley. I know there 

w a s  no Yacoalovsky family In the Valley because m n t  Jews 

c a m  In the last  hundred years to the Valley. The Valley 

has changed. 

THE JUDGE: Mr. Plachcr. 
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Response to Comment 643 

Comment G43-1 

The MTA has maintained a web page for the BRT project, which can be 
accessed via the MTA's home page. The meeting notices for the Valley 
BRT were posted at the Valley BRT page. The MTA advertised the public 
meetings in the L.A. Times, the Daily News, and La Opinion, and notices 
were mailed to homeowner, business, community, service, and other 
organizations. Notices were also sent to all members of the community 
who had filled out cards asking to be added to the mailing list, which 
includes thousands of names. At numerous neighborhood meetings that 
preceded the public hearings, MTA staff shared information regarding the 
upcoming hearings and encouraged neighborhoods to participate in the 
process. Lastly, MTA media staff coordinated with the local newspapers, 
which resulted in extensive coverage of the project in news articles, 
including mentions of the meeting dates and times. The MTA far exceeded 
the legal noticing requirements for the hearings, both of which were 
attended by hundreds of residents. 

MR. FfSCHER: I'm glad -- f want Lo j u a t  ray -- I'm 
cloiing my thing -- you're hearing me. I'm glad you're 

hearing me. And I want t o  get a m i l e  sf£  you^ face. You 

have had a smile on yaur face t h i s  entire evening. Get the 

amllc o f f  youz face. f want the a d l a  off your face. 

THE JUDGE: Other people woufcl like to c a l k .  

MR. !W!CWER: What's that? 

THE JUDCE: Other paople would l i k e  to talk. 

NR. FISCHER: fern going to qfve i t  over I n  a oloment. I 

j us t  wanted t o  be hcaxd. I wanted to be heard. 

THE JUDGE: Plcana step down. 

MR. PISCHER: X'm finished. l ' m  finished right now. 

THE JUDGE: Look6 l i k e  w e  have two Torn Herman8 one aE 

3200 hlcova. 

Js hc hers? 

MR. H E W N i :  That's ma. 

THE JUDGE: 18 chore mothar one? 

MR. HERMAN: Thank you. By the way, has anyone noticed 

that there's a t ed  MTA bus outside 1 4 t h  the engines running 

for the last three and a ha12 hours? I man, is this 

s o m ~ t h l n g t h a t w e c a n a f E o r c l t o d o ?  I*mjuatmnndering.  G43-t 
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The other th ing that 1 noticed w a r  on the web site 

t h i s  mrnlnq,  ~ ~ a t i c c  at t h i s  met ing  was not there. So If 

you ware interested i n  coming hexe, you couldn't find it  

through the M A  web site.  t 

45 



Group 0 - CEQA Public Hearings 

Comment G43-2 

But in any care, good evening. I'm a csaident of 

Vatkey Village, and I want to thank you tor this opportunity 

to adamantly oppose r hlgh-aped bud way on the Burbank 

Chandler Boulevard. 

krd let me Cell you, it will be a high-speed bur 

way. I t  you believe t h e  M A ' s  CXR, Ghat t h i s  $285 ralll ian I 
system will be run no faster than posted speed l.iait of  35 I 
mlien per hour or s t  t h e  25 miles pet bout near achools, 

then the obvious question is why build it at all? 

ISs believe that the MTA Is disingenuous w i t h  the 

apocd factr, and in fac t  Chay are bui lding a Ilght-rail 

ayatem on rubber utreela. We believe that we're getting a 

l l q h t - r a i l  byseem on rubber wheelr. 

Now, rperking of l i g h t  r r l l ,  let nr just read part I 
of ti la t ter  i racsiwd from than F i f th  DlstrXct Councilman 

Zev Yaroslovrky. that he wrote t o  Mayor T Q ~  Bradley on 

February 9th. 1947. At thrr t1.m he expressed hi8 attong - -  
"my strong opposltlon to the uae QX the Burbank-Chandler 

l ine ."  He said, "Xn the intervening wcks i t  ha8 become 

clear to m that a study QE thSs  line would be 

counterproductive, and I urge you to cease all conaid+ration 

of thia route in the EIR. Several distutbinq facts have 

come ta light in the laat  law weeks whlch undatscare the 

anxiety the entire cornunity has come t o  feel. f undcrsta~rd 

that at lea&t one f insnc la l  institution has begun appraising 
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Based on agreements with the City of Los Angeles, MTA is obligated to 
operate the buses according to the posted speed limit of the adjacent street 
in the Chandler Boulevard portion of the alignment, but will run at higher 
speeds in other areas, as permitted by traffic conditions on the north-south 
streets. The expected running speeds will still provide operational 
advantages over the automobile as congestion increases towards 2020. 
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Louis and i n  Portland. They're almost a l l  cases the best 

l iveable cornnunitit8 i r e  thore that are connected by 

transgt. Our walkable arc nonautonobAle colcarunltiar and I 

think i n  many of  there cornnunitla$ have develapd such r 

thing. f t  8tarcwI the s a w  way with jumt a lot o f  just 

blind hyatexia saying, oh, my a d ,  they're going t o  k i l l  my 

babita and deatroy my property velucst dnd that's never been 

the  case. I t ' s  always incrcasd  the property values and 

incrr?nrld the 15vabilFty. 

X want to say today tha t  it took  twt an hour to 

drive here from Shatman Oaks In congested Victory iioulavard 

txaftle. And 1 want downtown today, and i t  took ma 25 

d n u t a a  t o  get chera on the subway, 

But w e y w  got t o  kind of stop tclkinp about the 

subway bscauas a l l  OX you voted it  down. I!: was voted down 

by 74 parcant of the voters in Valley, the county funding, 

and it's not  raafisticrlly going to happen. If St was going 

t o  happen, there would ba a atatlon n t  tauret that you would 

a t t  be opposed to bccru$r i t  would be f i ve  years of 

conrfructfon. 

f also wanted to  say that 1 was a t  the  HPA meeting 

planning and programming c a n d t t c e  t d a y  because I'm a 

member of  SouChetn CallEaenia Tran8It Advocates and 8 patC 

of tho qroup t h a t  are with the FzStnds 4 Expo people.  hnd 

Mr. -- and I lowed hearing Zev'a comcnts from a fen years 
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Response to Comment 648 

Comment G48-1 

ctorser a t  the exact wrong time, tha buses will rwerve away 

from him. t t rus t  the MTh. 

Oh, wai t .  Where will t h e y  swerve? The 

landrtaplng? The bike path? Chandler boulevard? 

ft will nor be the MTA'a fault i f  f gat xun over. 

X t  will be mint. X am not going t o  do the smazt thing. I'm 

not rfoitrg to do the right  t h i n g .  

X am r teenager. My friends are teenagers. Hy 

little five-yeat-old s i s t e r  i a  a child. Her friends ace 

chiidsen. These are the fact.. Nothing can deny these 

f a c t # .  f t 'a  sad. Itas tarr lb la .  But i t ' s  true, Please 

protect us. Please put i n  s subway. Please. 

Thank you. 

THE JUM;E: Js.2 Slmon, tQ be f 0 1 1 0 ~ d  by Hichrol 

Olnlck. 

KR. SIMON: I am director o f  govrrnmsnt r f f r lxa ,  the 

United Chawberr o f  Cornarc. of San Fernando Valley, a 

consortium of 22 inembox EhPmbsrs o f  coapxrce, reprsacntlng 

@vex 8,000 businesses opegating i n  the San fernando V a l l e y .  

The United Chambers of Coraaerce s t r o n g l y  support the f u l l  

BRT and recammends impLcmcntrtion of the fallowinq i n t o  the  

BRf : 

To addtear the concerns of the residential 

nelqhbarhaads in the Jewish OrthodoK conmunlty along 

Chandler bulevardr the project along t h i s  por t ian of the 
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The suggestions noted in the comment are being addressed as follows. The 
LADOT has imposed a speed limit restriction in the Chandler Boulevard 
portion of the corridor, as suggested in the comment. MTA intends to 
acquire and operate low-emission buses on the corridor. Extensive new 
landscaping will be incorporated into the corridor. Additional mid-block 
pedestrian crossings are proposed at key locations in the Chandler 
Boulevard portion of the corridor. The BRT corridor will be constructed 
with some featiues (primarily curve radii) to permit upgrading to light rail 
service at some point in the future, if deemed appropriate and if cleared by a 
subsequent environmental process. Feeder bus service is being connected 
to the BRT corridor, as suggested in the comment. Noise impacts will be 
mitigated through the use of attenuation barriers. Several other parties have 
suggested that grade separations may be needed in the future. While this is 
not anticipated based on current information and projected traffic volumes, 
continued surveillance of the corridor over time will be maintained to 
determine if this may, in fact, be necessary. 
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rlat lirnft it$ operating spaadr to  currently posfad apt& 

l imi t s ,  otherw$se the  bus way is ro be operated a t  overall I 
8yBttnt speada cowparoblo withln 10 percent to the Pnd Liner 

us4 10- to 60-foot truaea opetatlnp on eoqrearrad natural gar 

o i  other clean fucZs; eonatcuct no sound urAZ8 and provide 

low f e n ~ e a ~  Letention O! cxibtlng and new landscaping, and 

additional pedestrian craasinga1 to address the daslre of 

the emmunlty t o  maintain light fall Zearlbility, the BRt be 

c o n s t r u c t e d  to  allow for upgrading t o  light ra i l  with Least 

minimura dtmaliti~n of the improvementst feeder bus service 

ptopoaed under tho TSU alternative be lncorporatad i n t o  t h e  

BRT to provide access to the BRT; satellite parking, 8hutCLe 

facilities be ertabllrhud to allow m a x i m  access to  the 

BRTI the W A  use its b r t  .ftoxtr to mitlqat* the noise 

rrraociatad w i t h  the currant generation natural cmprsssed 

gar busasr the  W A  eontinuourfy nonitor t h a  impact on 

crassinpa, and If conditions change and traffic increases, 

implement scpaxattd crorsinqt baaed on available funding1 

and do the concurrent irqplemcntation sf t h e  

pedestrian-bicycle project. 

Growth prrojectionlr indicate that: In the next 20 

yeazs V a l l e y  traffic wlll increase hy over 100 percent, with 

average speeds from 35 to 25 milan per hour. The Ventura 

Freeway i s  now operating at capacity and by 2020 will be 60 

percent ovcf capacity, requiring eight addltionak lanes in 
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i t a n  a Xonq nnd arduous procars. And the  ability to pet on 

one bus and (30 the subway maker s big difference for  someone 

who's getting up a t  4200 oc 5:00 i n  the nosninp t o  get to  8 

job elonntavn, because they have to take two or thzsa buse8 

to  the  train.  

The other feature  is i s  that  t h i s  Ir the loweat 

coat alternative,  and I t ' s  aowthing that can go anline the 

most rapidly of any proposed altetnatfva.  T man, llght 

tall would be gacd, but  it's many yeata  away. And subway i s  

not going t o  happen a t  all. 

But tha realfty of bua line f a  If It will help get 

pooplo t o  whara they need to  qo, and more ir?\porcantly it's 

qolng to help reduce c ~ R C ~ ~ C  In the Valley. Anybody thdt 

drlvbr around the Vall+y knows that over the l a r t  rewrrl 

years t r a f f i c  haa incrcsssd exponentially. X meanr you 

can't go anywhere during park hourr withaut being In 

traffic. No matter what street you take, no N t t e r  what 

shortcut, you know you're going to be stuck i n  t ra f f i c .  And 

going out 20 ycarr, you can only see that getting worse 

because people ate moving hero, and the population i o  

growing. That's only going to get  worse. 

The only way to address i t ,  t h t  only  way to stop 

what's becomlng gridlock In the Valley, 16 to put t n  masa 

transit. And the  quickest way t a  do it i s  through a bua way 

fight now and additional bus ways i n  the future. That's the 
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Response to Comment G50 

The commenter's opposition to the Chandler alignment is noted for the 
record. 

only altarnst ivsr  ws have. 

Thenk you, very much. 

THE JUDGE: Thank you. 

Rudy Nunez. fr he hate? 

MR. NUNEX: Yeah. 

THE JUDGE: To be fol loucd by Elaine Munez. 

MR. NUNEZ: My wife's name i a  Helene, not Elaine. 

Hy name l a  Rudy Nuncz. And I'm not Jerirh, and I'm 

not rich. And L live on Chandler Boulevard. And Iel~ous 

that are zunning this thing ace trying to j am it down our 

Ehtaats. I've worked very, very hard ta buy my housa on 

Chandler Boulevard, and I did It by claprLvlng mysalt of 

things that I didn't have t o  have 60 t h a t  I could buy th la  

hour*. It's an lnvertmenr. Xbn galng t o  &ray there, md my 

children aKC going t o  gat i t .  I love my c o ~ n i t y r  I've 

been accepted by my neighbors. 

And I've been around so long, and I tamwbet that  

when this rumor started about thorn sending a light rail ,  

thio  txanaportation to Warnet tenter ,  X heard that the MoHo 

d i s t r i c t  on Lankerahim Boulevard was going to pcorper so 

much by the subway that was going to  bring people from 

tos Angeles to do burlncsir on hnkershfm, and I don't want 

to  be on hnkerahlm Boulevard. X t  has not ptoapered. Xc 

haa not become r i ch  now. 

1 don't know why 1 tieax about t h i s  transportation 
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GSO 

s y ~ t m ,  and the qenttemn before me addressed somathing X 

had not reailtad8 of  couta~, that there are people from the I 
Vaflcy going t o  Lor Angclos. I had never considered that. I 
And that's -- I've got to  give him that point .  But romckou I 
f reem to see atrow$ at people being rent to Waznat Canter I 
to buy things  and to spend theit m c y .  And 1 just have a I 
suspicion that this th ing is a means t o  got people over t o  I 
the went  part of the Valley so that they can @hop. And I I 
just. don't want this thing going -- I an a NIXBY, X don't I 

This property was bought 10 yeaxa ago, and f I 
remember voicing opposition t o  t h i a  thing f o r  the last 12, I 
13 years. And I'm rprtgkinq t o  ny neighbors, the re&idents, I 
but rea l ly  X'd 1Lk. to speak to the p+oplr who are tryllng t o  I 
do t h i s  chin9 and the gsntlamrn right here. Becauls X I 
rantllabec areing yeu for a long rim, md you knew that  1 war I 
oppored to le a long ttm ago. A lot of us have been 

opposed to  L t  for 8 long time, and yet t h i s  property was 

bought w i t h  oux money. 

And there  must have been some seed i n  yQur nind 

that net everybody wanted this thing, and yet you guys went 

ahead and bought that pccpcrty. And this Is not the way I 

thouqht my coutrcxy worked. I thought the w i l l  of rile people 

as something that had to be listened to. And how could you 

spend a l l  that  money? Now you8x@ comhitted, n o w  you have t o  

I l l  
I 
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Response to Comment G53 

whiraett and Laurel Canyon two block6 eouth of Oxnard. 1 

want to thank the WfA for offering the opportunity Ior ur to 

be heard, My eancarn Is basically for the watery 01 my 

f autily, my neighbors, and my community. I da not believe 

that Joe Matson's letter o t  February 14th ol this year 

addrbseed tho- concerns in oLLaring up Oxitaid ra an 

alternative to the Chandler gautc. 

According ta  the Los hngcl4t1 Police Vcpartmnt* 

over 88 -)or accidents have occurred on Chandles i n  a 

one-year period. Pot m e  thin is pcrmonal. Ay wife and 

If-year old daughter were involved in one oi those 

accidents. The accident was caused by a tom truck qolng an 

excaaaive rate of apead that caulred the chrln reaction that 

over f i v e  othar car* were fnvrrlvd in.  One of the l8dSe. in 

a car fr still in rahab. 

Putting an additional f O  buses an haut i n  mixad 

trait ic in nor a eat@ alternative. There are over GOOD 

echool children that go to scbwl either aids of Oxnard. 1 

da no+ believe that the WTA can in any way guarantee that 

what happened iasc year in frunt of Grant High School would 

not happen again. The rnzrunt of trafflc that is forced onto 

my neighborhood a ide  ntraatr, which fa 60 percent orthodox 

and is uoed by the people to go to aynagoguc, I have no 

sidewalk@ f n  my neighborhood. The awunt at traffic when 

chcreer an accidans or b delay drives individual vehic le  

2 0 

The commenter is referred to section 4-13 of the EISIEIR for a discussion 
of safety issues, and also to responses provided to a number of other 
cornmenters who had similar concerns. The BRT is being designed and will 
operate to follow all applicable laws concerning motor vehicles and will 
also adhere to speed limit restrictions in the Chandler Boulevard portion of 
the corridor. Because the BRT facility will be separated from general traffic 
flow, with the exception of intersection crossings, it will reduce the 
opportunity of auto-bus accidents as compared with the same bus volumes 
operating in mixed flow traffic. At intersections, existing signals will be 
replaced and both signal phasing and signage will be changed to make 
motorists aware of the relationship of street traffic with BRT movements 
across the corridor. In addition, left-turn lanes will be added at all 
intersections along Chandler Boulevard. These provisions should result in a 
BRT facility that enhances motor vehicle safety rather than detract from it. 
Please also see the responses to Comments C9-29 and C9-66. 

page 7-694 San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
ElSIElR 

I I 





Group G - CEQA Public Hearings 

Response to Comment 054 

The commenter's preference for cut-and-cover construction is noted for the 
record. 
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design and conetruction of the S.n Bernardlno bus way 

project Iron L.A. to %l Monte. 

I retired early in 1983 at about the midpoint of 

preliminary engineering for the main llne from Union Station 

to Horth Rollywod. I a d  like to @ay that  in 1981 my office 

rtudied the pos~ible use of the existing ~urbank-Chmdlar 

right-of-way for a bus way and concluded that the benefic8 

u w l d  not justify Che w e t  compared to grade-meparated rapid 

tranait. 

1 note from the  newspaper that the WA48 ertlmate 

for a 14.mfla bur way across thr  Valley following exieting 

rail lina is @me 285 milllon. I t  ie my considered opinion 

that vould be r rsrloum mirtake to upend that nuch laonsry on 

the bur way, that it would not be cost affective. f submit 

that at-grade bus ways and rur€see running burcs mhould not 

ba used along low-rise remidantial areas due to the  noiae 

and crorn traffic problalnu. Also that aerial liner are out 

due to noise and vlmual objectlone. And board tunntlr are 

nuch to8 costly In much areas and I ,  therefore, meintain 

that cur and cover consfruction ie the only feasible 

alternative at thia time. It is just likc constructing a 

large rtonn drain. And once it ir cavered, you don't know 

G54 

it'. there. My eecimate of the  cost of 14-mile double track 

rail tranair line, 10 1/2 i n  cut and covered and 18 1 / 2  

miles at-grade across the Sepulvsdr basin using the sxi~ting 
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Response to Comment 655 

The commenter's support for the BRT is noted for the record. 

railroad - -  
TH8 JUDGE: Mr. Oaklogher. your time in up, so plcaoe 

wind it up quickly. 

MR. OALLOOHBR: I'm @Qrry. Ua'll - -  
TXB J V W X :  Thank you very mch, Mr. Gallogher. 

Tyraa Wiader. Aqain to remind you folk* that when 

you applaud during the speaker's prcmentation, you're 

cutting into his time, so p1eaoe try t o  refrain Eroat doing 

that. Mr. wiader to be tollowed by Mickey Jannol. 

WS. WZBDSR: Good afternoon. I ' m  back a t  the mike 

again, but th ls  rime it's to rpcak in support 02 the rapid 

bue transit bacause of our rtudencr, We have w a r  18,090 

students. Many of our students don't hrve any other wry to 

coma to rchool other than publ ic  transportation. 

t.8t year during the bun strike mny of our 

ntudente had to drop out of their elrsaas and start again. 

They lort a s m r t e r  becauae they weren't able to come to 

our campus. In addition, we have over 7000 people that colne 

to caapur both for community clrrrvicer and extanrrion program. 

and other people that coma to our campus for svonto. 

On another note, this affernOOn f war a t  the Valley 

Xnduatry and Commerce Aaooti8tion mating and the board ot 

directors there voted tor this, am well, ovcrwhelningfy 

betauss they fe l t  it waa a good way tor employsee to get to 

and from work. It would help the working public. as well. 

2 3 
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Comment G56-2 

Please see the responses to Comments C5-9 and C9-1. 

Hundxcdr of thousands of patitionr will ray rhia 

unaccountabla attitude will cause our ncighborhoodr to rcirc 

to exist as fiveable camvmtnftfae. The Pcderal Trlnmft 

Adminietrarion Livsabla Conatunities Xnitlativa demands that 

any rout8 meet the llvaabls coanrunlty mtandrrd as 

promulgated by u.9, law, fha law laya out three key points 

which say that any tranrlr: ryrtcm mat. one. have evidence 

of community involvelnont in planning. derign, and 

irnp~anentation; two, emphrrixs tha degree to whlch the 

project responds to cvmuniry needr; three, enrpharize tha 

degree to which tho project snhanctmont improve the phyaieal 

environment of chc community including the  rafaty of the 

church. Youvre accountable for our quality of life. You're 

obligated to tall your Board thr t  thoae alternatives do not 

rnaaaurc up to the ltveablc camnrunlriae Initiative. 

A choice for either oE thasa a2tarnativer wane 

thrt MTA operatee i n  violation of the llveabla comnur~iticrr 

initiative. Therelr no doubt we need mass tmnol t ,  

However, you must atart your work over m d  do it with 

eincerity. If  you do not do this your Board will find out 

that reckleas transit cannot be rhoved down our thrortr. 

Put yourself in our positions, &nd you'll undarrtand why 

thim hall Is packed. Henceforth, start this procesm over 

and begin by eliminatinq all plans t r m  consideration. 

Pirot - -  
2'5 

The Livable Communities Initiative implemented by the FTA as part of the 
federal ISTEA and TEA-21 legislation is a demonstration grant program to 
encourage community involvement in transit projects. It is not a legal 
mandate, nor does it establish new requirements, for all transit projects. 
Only those projects that have specifically sought and received funding 
under the program are subject to its guidance. 

The objectives of the Livable Communities Initiative are to improve 
mobility and the quality of services available to residents of neighborhoods 
by: 

strengthening the link between transit planning and community 
planning, including land use policies and urban design supporting 
the use of transit and ultimately providing physical assets that 
better meet community needs; 

stimulating increased participation by community organizations 
and residents, minority and low-income residents, small and 
minority businesses, persons with disabilities, and the elderly in 
the planning and design process; 

increasing access to employment, education facilities and other 
community destinations through high quality, community-oriented, 
technologicatly innovative transit services and facilities; and 

leveraging resources available through other federal, state, and 
local programs. 

Although the proposed BRT project is not a recipient of funding through 
this program, it has nonetheless met the aforementioned objectives to ensure 
meaningful public involvement and a high level of community 
participation. The project also satisfies the goal of increasing access to 
important centers of activity along the corridor. Chapter 7 of the EISIEIR 
outlines the extensive community outreach and public invotvement efforts 
that have been conducted throughout the project planning and development 
process and the environmental review process. 
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already bury street. Lankerrhim-Oxnsrd i o  lnundatsd with 

schools, churcher, epagogus8. burineuecm, people, and 

arpteially childten who Pntrt walk every aingla day to get: t6 

thslr dastlnacion. X t  I8 unfortunate to 8tt r conrmtnity 

divided for any reamon, m y  reason a t  a l l  especially when 

nranlpulated by politkcians, 

Our community who ir unlced can solve any problem. 

One that i r  divided rill eventually lose all of the ir  

oppoftunitles to do myching. Choose the Chandler bur 

routs. It ril l  tnrure the largest amount of commuters 

traneportation in the LIS~COL, m o m t  eftectLve way. Tbank 

You. 

THE jvooI3: bbmon Wlng t o  be followed by Robert 

Blummfield. 

MR. WING: Mi. My n s w  i s  David Wing. f l i v a  at 14132 

Riverside Drive in Sherrnrn Oaks. And while the focus of 

this svsning obviously is on which altsrnatlva the n t A  w i l l  

choorrc, X'd like to thank you for engulfing ne to briefly 

speak on sn isoue of a i r  quality. Section 4 . 7  of the draft 

BfStlfR. X'm very pleared chat the M A  ir rrtarting to 

replace all the diesel buass we ree here in M e  Angelce with 

compremacd natural gas buses. 

COURT RSeORfERt Bxcuac me. Can you speak up a little 

b i t ,  plebeel 

THIS JUIXiR: l c  would help it you rlt  would juet go a 
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Response to Comment G58 

Comment G58-1 

little clam to the nitrophone. 

MR. WINO: I ' m  pleased that the WTA has baen replacing 

dieael buses with coatpreared natural gar buren. They c a l l  

these the clean burar. Whfle they're not exactly clean, 

they are cleaner. 

I would like to encourage the MTA in whichevar 

route they do choaa or whether It's che TSH alternative that 

an they're spending a lot of money on these buaer that ua 

look at finding the cle&naat lorn of transportation and the 

10 w s t  efficient form. If we uve the CUQ buerr, that  .re 

11  utilize aicro turbines which nomr of them have been using. 

12 Or we also explore newer sltarnatlvee aa electric and gao 

13 hybrids or hybrid8 w i t h  the CNQ buser. I think thin ia 

14 important wherever we live chat we do have the cfeanemt 

buaoo running. 

SscondXy, in termr of the expenditure of revsral 

hundred aillion dollar8 on this project, I would ancourage I 
the vnPA t h s t  any expendituras being uaed tor componcrntr I 
obviously engineering be spent an4 utl'lizlng either I 
production or labor from local businesacs and local 

manufacturers for any type of components. I would like to 

see thin $284 million reinveatad in our community. 

fhank you. 

?H6 JUWR: Thank you. 

MTA is continually looking for ways to improve its bus fleet, both in terms 
of noise production and air emissions. Improved fuel technology leading to 
an ever-cleaner bus fleet will continue to be incorporated as it becomes 
available. Additionally, MTA continues to work with bus manufacturers to 
design quieter-operating buses. 

Comment G58-2 

It is quite likely that the majority, if not all, of labor required to construct 
the BRT project, will come from the local labor pool. No unique skill or 
expertise is needed that would require contractors to be sought from outside 
southern California. Bidding will be conducted on a purely competitive 
basis, however, with the objective being the lowest cost possible within the 
objectives of the project. 
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Response to Comment G59 

The commenter's opposition to the Chandler alignment is noted for the 
record. 

~edanich . 
MR. BUIMtNPIBLD: Hi. My name is Bob Blumenlleld. I'm 

the dlatrict director to Congrcsarn*n Hwrrd Bcwan. Aa 

rmked me to c a m  hare to read a atatemant for you all. t*d 

like to  do so. 

' 1  etand in strong oppa~ition to rho I4TAee pxopbesd 

plan to create high speed bur corridor along Chandler 

Boulevard and urge the W h  to adopt a more rennible 

alternative. The cost of running the corridor rlo~lg 

Chandler I)oulevard, financial end otherwire. are great. 

Borne of thtaa coat8 euch as the additional 39 tuilllon needed 

to construct a dedicated bur way on Chandler are easy to 

quantify. Alth~ugh the draft BIR mlao attmptw to quentify 

rma of the qualitative cortr such ar incr*arad Eratfic 

congcrtian, noinc, vleual delay, otc . ,  many of thean costa 

are tw intangjbla to ba fully rspraeentsd by Such r 

document. 

The Chandler corridor l o  located on vibrant, 

heavily orthodox Jewish realdential community In North 

H o l l y w ~ .  ?or religlouo and cormnunity rcaeona, the people 

who live in t h i r  area rely upon walking more than rZraosC any 

other cw~aunLty in Lo# Angels*. The proposed bur way would 

bfrcct ptdertrian traffic and cause rubotantial hardahip to 

many of thorb l i v i n g  in tha area. 

As the Chandler corridor l a  mostly aingle-family 

29 
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homes, 1 cannot frrugina that the actual buses would be 

nearly as beneficial a# it would be to run along ntreetr 

with more multi-family home5 and burinerstre. Ultinutely, 

the real banefit of a real bus way for transit dependent 

people will come from a north-routh route which connects 

people, which X repreoent, who live northeant in the 

north-east San Pernando Valley to the North Hollywood 

rubway. Thia 1s uhare I believe we should be Locuaing our 

energies. 

It seems that a major argument in favor of the bur 

way hrre had to do UTA'a fnvaotncnt and m c r o h i p  in tho 

Chandler right-of-way. Thls rlght-of-way vam bought for the 

purpose of running a tfxcd non-subway rall tranrit ryrtan. 

Howawr. the State of California ham wi8aly prohibitad such 

uaa. The right-of-way wsa not purchaued for a dcdicatod bus 

rwte. Xnut~lling a bus route on the right-of-way will not 

help the UTA recover the money it spttnt on the original 

purchase howovar tempting that may be Fa think. 

Spending additional nonay to attempt to put a 

square peg In a round hole only compounds the pxobltm. ]It's 

like the old saying goes. *Don't spend good noney after 

bad.' 

Purtharmorc. I f  the MTA wants to make productive 

use of the right-of-way, there are plenty of good, lam 

costly altarnacivar to a high aped bur way. The medlsn is 

3 0 

G59 
cont'd 

berutifully landscaped all the way to Ethel Baulevcrd, uhy 

not rimply spend @aha addittonal money adding landscaping 

and other rmitiea to beautify t h  exietfng Chandler 

cerrtdur . 
Z t  nakes no senwe to epend million, of additional 

dollars far r high &peed bur roues where they are neither 

wancad nor needed. t a o  A n p l e a  naado to be sensfrive to the 

need* of it. unique noigfiborhoode. Pleaee make the right 

deefafan and do naE Ctbnvorr Chdndfer Boalbvard Into a high 

speed bur way. 

R I B  JUWRr Roger mdanieh ta be fallawed by Dereththy 

uever. 

MR. HPDIINXCR: Hello. My name is Robart Hsdanich. f 

live Studio City, *nd s support WSR tranrit. Befare 1 go 

on ir Mr. Gallagher utfll in the ram? Ooas anyone now how 

mrch he estimated the cent wuld be7 

AttDf8NCE WBUBBRr 188  million. 

HR. HISDANICH: Thank you very muoh. When Z wra little I 

asked Santr Claure tor a harra. Ily parents enid ue couldn't; 

afford one and besidau my cruwn raid, "Not tn my backyard.. X 

cried, I fretcsd, 2  emplained. t t  f screamed loud enough 

Santa would surely realize how much f ddeervad one. f got a 

stick pony instead. Jurt r plain stick. E felt betrayed. 

I was rure my parentn warted the ir  money en a train met for 

my ribl%ngs. 1 didn't witfir; a rcfck pony, a d  I came up with 
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Response to Comment G60 

The commenter's support for the Chandler alignment for the BRT is noted 
for the record. 
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any excura poasiblt nor to accapt I t .  tt wasn't &I1 that f 

wanted, rfld 1 war atubbarn. 

Pinally after all the hoopla, I got up and started 

riding It. 1 soon discovered h w  much better I t  was to have 

mmethlng rather than to have nothing. Well, I t  Santr were 

hare today t vould ask him tor a rubway. There'a no need 

for me to acresrn or threaten. Others Ln thie  room w i l l  do 

that tor me. 

What will do is ask each ot you to come together 

and make a Valley nauu trctnrrit aymtsm possible by working 

within tha Ilmita Impoeed by 70 petcaht ot vallay votcrr. 

page 7-705 

The Burbank-Chandlar bus way 16 the beat practical option. 

t h i a  traneportation corridor helps in the development of the 

valley and should not be abandoned rimply t o  appease rcltirh 

interest groups who are trying to prevent public urn of 

publichlly-owaed Sand. 

m0 

I walked that route yestorday and on the Chandler 

corridor. I counted more than 70 multi-family, multi-unit 

hamas. Wane ol them have theae l i t t l e  yellow aignr, not 

one. 

Further along the route, ?muever, the more 

expansiva the hwsa, the more likely t o  have r "no traawry* 

banner. Then@ hisrepresent tha iaauet and divlda the 

cemunity. We m m t  leak beyond the rrall, yet vocal, 

not-in-my-back-yard group6 and focus on the iat6resc at the 
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stop. Victory i r  a freeway. #w ua can hear a11 the cars, 

trucks, and bueur stopping and starting at the atgnu1 on 

both sides of Victory 24 hours a day. We cannot talk in our 

backyard for a l l  the noise. We keep our vindous cloned Lronr. 

all the obnoxious automotive exhaust fumes from a11 the 

traffic. Victory sbulevard back6 up momt of the timc, and 

the car# are #copped tor r block waiting for the olgnal re 

change. The bue w u l d  create D M ~ Q  rtop for Victory and 

Tophan trefflc craatLng more problemr. Pram thr backup that 

occur* on victory, car# are imprrtlent to wait for  the 

signal, m d  they cut through Friar in front of aur h r e .  

fray need to e x i t  ac Yinnetka. 

Thirr 1. a family area wirh many childxen, children 

walking to *ehool, people walking and axerciring. raking 

bablen for walks In strollers. We now have traffic at the 

midm of our houme, in the front of our housa, and now w 4  are 

confronrcd by traffic at the btick of our houes. Tho frourss 

all back up to the railroad track along thle srer, 

The beautiful picturar of bike prths, walking prths 

will encourage loitering. graffiti, more crimes. The area 61-2 

tbcre is a school crorrsing at Vfct~ry and Tophaen. There a r t  

enough accidents re the merging of Victory and Topham now. 

I. 
Thia will create mra accidents. The atopping for buser 

vwlld accelerate the already overvhelmlng problem. 

There haa to be acme other solution or property 
Ic;e 1-3 

34 

Response to Comment G61 

Comment G61-1 

Traffic impacts at key intersections around the Victory Boulevard, 
Winnetka Avenue, and Topham Street area have been specifically addressed 
in the EISER and detailed mitigation measures are provided for those with 
identified potential significant impacts. The mitigation measures are 
intended to eliminate negative traffic impacts directly created by the project. 

Comment G6t -2 

Comment noted. There is no evidence to support the allegation that the 
BRT and bikeway will promote crime. 

Comment G61-3 

Please see the response to Comment C9-5. 
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Comment G61-4 

See the response to Comment F8-1I.B. 

(381-3 
coni'd 

1 valuer will dacreasa. Who will want to buy a house with r 1 
2 bum in  tho backyard? 

061 -4 
3 1180 i f  pu look at. the brechure b r a ,  the =hot# I 
I show - -  the propomed r i t e  shows C. dlagrrrn of the bems. m e  

5 sound walls would ba conrtructed on top of the earthen berms 

6 and B r t  back from tha property lime i n  order to avoid 

7 nhading. whatever that means. Thlr would Icrden homes from 

8 the Frreway but would create r apace h t r a e n  the r ~ u n d  vrll 

9 and the exlrtlng tancaa. Thir uould invite a l l  aorta of 

10 prabltmr, burglaries, loitering. and it would ba protected 

11 from being obaarvad bactum~ of the mound wall. 

12 Most of the robbarlee in our area have been people 

13 coming over back vrllr because Sherear an unprotected area 

14 along the railroad track. This would h a big problem. 

13 Thlr corridor between the aaund wall and our cxicrtfng 

1 Cancar. a. they aay, would be bsaucifully Xandecapad and ao 

17 forth. And far what? That would create mere loitering back 

$8 there, nore - -  
a9 'FHR JUDO@: 

20 Q, His$ Hcvcr, your Limo 18 up. Thank you. P1c8.t 

21 wind it up. 

22 MS. utCVeR: Ye were the only people on our block that 

23 rcceived any of t h i s  or any information regarding a meeting. 

24 THE JUWB: Thank you very much, Plaare 8Lcp down. 

Michael Hamilton to be followad by Nancy Bennatt. 
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Response to Comment G62 

The commenter's support for the full BRT is noted for the record. 
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MR. ~~nrtmu: ~y name i w  nichrrl ttamilcon. X l i v e  on 

Sinpaon north of Oxnard. I rpeat for myrclf  and nany Q €  ny 

neighborn. If the object of th fe  project In to m e  people 

on b u m s  acrorr ehs Valley in a quick manner, on i t 8  face 

and by the facts, the Burbank Chandler right-of-way would be 

the bamt route. 

082 

Providing bus-only lanee would help mitigate delays 

and be 8afer far thome on the bu8 ail urll a8 thome on the 

mute. Tholm that l ive  in Weat Hill*, Wmdlandr Hillr, 

Tarzrna, CanogFla Park, Rsredr, Van Ruyr w h o  are looking to 

gat to r Metro station by the qulckhrt. bur nerd t h ~  Chandler 

Burbank right-of-way route. 

&n ~ltsrnrtive path along Lankerahim and Oxnard 

would not be as taat or a6 8rriie. These atreeta rra already 

heavily congastcd. There ir heavily uee freeway on-raw, 

off-ramp to paso by. Went Uurel Canyon, there are 27,000 

daily tripe by auEo made. when pcoplc park on both .Idea of 

Oxnard on that route and a large vehicle in In the lane with 

them, chat vehicle by neeernley takes up their lane and part 

of tho recond lane. ?hie would bt! much l e e r  safe than the 

Chandler Burbank right-of-way. L.A.P.D. statistics $haw 

that the number of traffic rrccidcncr along the Oxnrrd route 

alrcrdy far outnumber thore along the Chandler-Burbank 

right-of-way. Purthar, no round walls or real 

beautification can take place on Oltnard like i c  could along 
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Response to Comment 663 

The EIS/EIR analysis of study intersections indicated that traffic impacts to 
automobiles will be minimal and that those that will not can be mitigated 
through the recommended measures. Operational details of this intersection 
will be designed to the satisfaction of LADOT according to design 
standards. North-south traffic will experience some additional delays with 
implementation of the BRT. However, through proper design of the overall 
system, the impacts on north-south traffic will be minimized. 

the Chandler-Burbsnk right-of-wry. In tact, the 

Chandler-Burbank right-of-way would truly be beautified 

attar the project ie completed. Thank you. 

THg ifUDOBt Rsncy Bennett to be Collwrd by Joe Burros. 

Nancy Mnnett, please. 

MS. BEEINBTTI Hi. My name is Nancy Bennett, and I live 

an Prlar Street in Woodland Hill.. The complex issue a-ut 

thir whole thing that really bothers me i r  f don't raa, 

teal, or hear any sense of real community froa anybody here. 

Bverybodyir worrled about their wn little piece of the 

acrian, and It ir 14 milem. So w should a l l  ba canearned 

a h t  the total picture, not just one-half m i l s  ntgment of 

i t .  
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My problem rtarnr from rha fret that the - -  to my 

8sflsfaction tho lcrR has not maworcd queacioni! concerning 

the way these busam are wing to km going in both 

dlractionr. what that really in going to do to north-roukh 

traffic on major - -  
COURT RBPQRTBR: Excuse ne. 

G83 

1HB JUDGE: Speak 8 little closer to the microphone. 

COURT RBPORT8Rt And jf  you could, please, not applaud 

when the sperkar'r mp~rking becrura f crngt hear her when 

everybodyq8 applauding. 

THE JVDDE: I'm going to a8k you again. folk., please 

becrurb i c g r  interfering with the rrportsrlr ability to make 
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Response to Comment G64 

The commenter's support for the Chandler Boulevard alignment is noted for 
the record. 

a record here, and itor cutting In on the tlme of the 

epeaker. So plsnee be courtooua and wait until the 

ap+?ike+'8 finished. 

Ms. BENNETT: Back t a  tha lrrue of haw - -  i f  you hrva 

buses running every minute or two In both dlrcctlons, how ir 

it going to be poebible t o  rnanaga the vehicular tratfLc7 

And we all know that living in L . A . ,  yau are ohat yau drive 

ie not a cure Wollywoad aaying but a reality. And we've got 

to coma up with em.6 kind of solution that covers thin for 

everybody. 1 don't know what that is because I ' m  not a 

eomrmnity planci, but it's got t a  be there. This &&ern& 

ludicroue the way it  lo conceptually conlng across nou. 

None OX the quemcions that really, really count are 

being addressed or answerad by anybody that X can find, re 

thatam it, kids. 

THE YUDOB: Thank you. J- Burrow to be f01lOW~d by 

Dlann Corral. 

NR. BURROW: I 'm 308 Olurrou. I live a t  13730 Irwin 

Street, and f have resided there for the part 32 yearn. I 

think I have a scnoe oC whac's going on Ln the community and 

what the eamnunity needs. S had eonre remarks prepared, but 

there hrva been some vary tloquent speakarm here. 80 Z'ra  

going to givo you my bottom libc, and then f will ,it down 

ahortly. 

1 am very much in favor of the chandler bug route 064 

38 
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Response to Comment G65 

The commenter's opposition to the Oxnard Street alignment and support for 
the Chandler Boulevard alignment are noted for the record. 
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it this community 19 going to grow and grad properly, we 

need to  put aside our problem snd conu, up with the beet 

oolutlon to solve thoea, and r pereonally think that tha 

#andlar route t s  the beat. Thank yau. 

tWt JODO1l: Oirnn Corral. to be followed by Sheldon 

Halter. 

WS. CORAL: Hello. Ply name is Diann Corral. l*m with 

Laurel Platn lclghbochaod Association, an4 we reprtsant 

about 2000 xeaidonte near the Roblnronw~-Nay area near 

Oxnard. 

page 7-713 

I 'd  like to wad aver a few Fent!s that reta brought 

to na by Oxnard reeldent8 and vhy thay don't think I t 1 r  

viable and why chey l ea l  Chandler i a  l bstttr alternatSvs. 

G65 

Pirat, mince the MTA already #pent $160 million to 

buy rho Chandler right-of-way, the RITA I s  not raving 40 

niilfon and using Oxnard route, Much has been diacuseed 

about the pedestrian traitlo along Chandler. I would like 

to point out that there's also a camunity of orthodox Jews 

along Oxnard. 

And Monday through Pridoy when t h e  majority of 

these bures uil l  be running, a large nurnbar at Oxnard'a 

psdortrian traf t ic  c o n s i ~ t r  oC 6000 --  6000 - -  children who 
attend Lhe rchaala along Qxnnrd Street between bradford and 

Woodman. Are the children who attend sthoals along Oxnard 

and tho orthodox wmnunlty along Oxfirrd any lbaa Important7 

4 0  
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Response to Comment G66 

The commenter's preference for the Metro Red Line is noted for the record. 
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I ery succcaafuf, Thars'r aver 200,000 people per 

dry using that line. that is like two Rose Borl, every day 

on average. The parking lotr at Unfvernal City an8 Harth 

Holfyuood are mwanrpad. They dirln'c expect ruch rucc.amm, 

Nou my wuggeatlon ir to continue that ouccerr. 

Bxtand the Metro Red tine ie Weh better than the bum why 

propoeal. 1 agree w i t h  the pravlaur speaker. 

GM 

Dick aalloghsr. That is the boat way to go. What did he 

aayl 288 million t o  do Chi*? rh&csa a l i t t l e  mote than the 

inre uay, but 1 think itlr faatar. Y w r  go YO miles an hour 

inatead at mixed up i n  t r a f f i c .  

And alno at North Hollyvood rtrtion you wuld  have 

to stop and transfer to the bua way and then go on. Nov, 

that tim to tranrtsr the bur wry i t  you have the Natro Red 

Line, you'd be halfway an your way to noadXand HiXla .  

Thate# what yau call. rapid transit. not making a trrnefer at  

North #ollywood. 

tfcw. a buu way, untortunclcely grade meparation i s  . 
m o t  important. You don't get that with a bur way. You get  

that vith a ncrro train. Bus ways you have interference 

with stray catss dog#, people, ~ehic1~1, haw about a stray 

gasoline truck? Can you envieion a bus wry hitting one of 

those rtray gaaolina tfucke? And w h a t  would happen if earas 

of these buees --  I mean trucks  e m  up from Mexico, they 

don't know how La drive the#& hiqhvrya around hare. That's 

4 3 
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Response to Comment G67 

Comment G67-1 

1 Yill~tgc, there crossings are diagonal and panu to the @art 

2 an4 north of the intarractiona. The bue way croaser to the 

3 north or south of inecrae,cetion$ for the rcnsindsr af the 

4 dlrtanee to Warner Center. 

S Surface traffic will be affected by double signal* 

6 or crossing guardm along the entire route. The MTA has 

7 wonderful drawings and engineer traffic nodalr. Ttre bottom 

line is that every one of Cheac croraingr w i l l  cause the 

surface traffic to back up arpsciatly during hsrvy drive 

t ino.  
GO?-1 

Two of the 13 otrtiona will be locatad in Valley I 
Glen, a rnafa two block# apart, whichaver routs ie  uaed, and I 
they wlXl hart no parking facilitler. Chsre rill people I 
park their ears? 

667-2 
Additionally, with X r w l n  SCraot Rlcmntrry. Grant 

High Schaol a d  Vsltay College between the two statione, the 

snaufng congestion v l l l  be intolerable, 
I 

The WT& ha. prornlred they w i l l  provide X~ndrcaping, G87-3 
1 

bicycle paths and round walls where nscearrry to mitigate 

nolet. H ~ v e x .  the u x ~ ~ u t i v e  summary oE the BfR ahowr that 

the bike paths st8 not a part of Chir project. The MTA has 

r paar track record when it comer, to &@@ping promiser. why ' 

23 ahould wc bcXiavh usad gat what they promised? 

24 When I bought my home ahnost seven year* age, i t  

2s was dlrclosed during cancrow that  r rubwry waa going to  ba 

Analysis of patronage forecasts has indicated that use of these stations 
would be more focused towards transit access, walking, and kiss-and-ride 
patrons. It is recognized that some on-street parking could occur. This is 
discussed in the EIR/EIS in Section 3-4. 

Comment G67-2 

The traffic analysis is based on actual existing ground counts and takes into 
account traffic associated with these existing uses on the adjacent 
intersections. The traffic impact analysis identified adversely affected 
locations and recommends corresponding mitigation measures. 

The intersections that are analyzed as part of the traffic impact study were 
designated in coordination with LADOT and represent a reasonable impact 
area for analyzing impacts associated with station access traffic. The base 
traffic volumes used for this analysis were collected on typical school days 
and included school traffic, where near a school. Therefore, any potential 
impacts to school traffic routes are identified in the analysis and appropriate 
mitigation measures are provided in the document. 

Comment G67-3 

The City of Los Angeles proposed bikeway will be designed and 
constructed with the BRT corridor. 
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pursue an enhanced TSU, a eyrtem tha t  server a l l  the people 

i n  San Fernando valley and not juet the *pedal  in te re r te .  

THE JUDGE: Maraha Rosenun t o  be Lolfowed by Burt 

!toreman . 
US. ROSEWa My nana i s  Marsha Roseman, I l i v e  i n  

vallry Olan. I'm a umber ot Citirraar Organired t o r  Smart 

Transit. Host of the reridens8 who l ive  close to the bus 

way have ourvived the riot .  of 1992 and the earthquake of 

1994. Ws stayad put &an our hoarcsm ware damegsd and rebuilt 

t o  oxaccing strndardr. 

Now th ir  bus way thrertsnr what we worked so hard 

for .  Thereas a l o t  of talk about cultural heritage and 

preacxvation of mpecial n c i g h b o r h d r .  But here we have 

l iving example of both, and our c i t y  o f l i e i a l e  are 3gnoring 

these facts, 

The f a c t  i s  them's only one aan Fernando valley. 

Warner Brothers and Universal Studlor has made a lot of 

money cashing i n  on what a spacial place the  Valley I r .  But 

now they're trying t o  cash in  a t  the expense of our 

neighborhood. and we can't l e t  thorn do i t .  

Me know there are  o f f i c i a l s  who will be influenced 

by big contributionr, but uas re  looking for thore of f ic ia l8  

tha t  recognize their obligation* to us. the voter* and tho 

reridento of this community. 

I n  addition, the rrhadow of anti-Semitism has h e n  

17 
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Comment G69-3 

Lights. 13 stations, 2 diagonal street croraingr and auvaral 

exitr and entrance* between the right-of-way and city 

The MTA achrdulos only 20 reconds per atrtion for 
069-3 

people to get on and off the bus. What about elderly. 

haniittappad, children, strollers, bicycles. and people with 

quemtions? All traffic north and mouth must #top to let the 

buses through. 

There ir no parking at Warner Center. 

Park-and-ride tncilltler will be used by non-bur users. 

Parking will ovorflow into rerldcntial araao around every 

rtation. 'Ihe Valley Glen area with two diagonal atrcet 

croesings and two rtatlanr a half a mlle apart wilt be a 

nightmare riturtion. Llurults over the  Robbinr B i l l  Bra a 

uure thing, Bccruae of the electricity crlri*, the State of 

California cannot afford Lt'r $151 million #hare. 

Finally even - -  1 m a rnalnbar of COST, Citfronr 

Organized for SnrrC 'tranrrit, and rc cannot alford tha coat 

Of RRT. f rupport the TSM option. Thank you. 

THB JYOO8s Pov flecher to be followed by Cynthia 

rteirburd. 

?4R. PISCHGR: My name is Rabbi Dov Fircher. I practlca 

complex civil litigation in the tor Angoler offices of Akin, 

Gump, Strrurr. Hauer & Feld. Look haw nicely UTh ham 

divided the Valley alen and Valley villag~ consnuniffar. 

s 0 

The estimate of 20 seconds dwell time (boarding and alighting) at stations is 
an average for the overall system and is a reflection of expedited boarding 
strategies such as advance ticketing and low-floor buses. The buses would 
stay at the stations as long as it takes to board all passengers, so it may take 
longer or shorter for any particular case. Limited signal priority will be 
given to the busway. That priority will be very tightly controlled and 
provided only up to a certain level such that the movement of cross-traffic is 
not significantly delayed or adversely affected. 

Comment G69-4 

Provision of park-and-ride at Warner Center is essentially prohibited under 
the Warner Center Specific Plan. Monitoring of other nearby park-and-ride 
lots will minimize the use of the facilities by non-transit riders. Potential 
parking impacts and mitigation measures regarding spillover parking into 
adjacent neighborhoods are discussed in Section 3-4 of the EISIEIR. 
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Response to Comment 670 

Comment G70-1 

Last year mfh spent $10 million haplesrrly repairing P70-I 
2 graEflti damage that its property attracts. Yet the B I R  I 
3 fails to discuec the graff i t i  imprct of the miles of white I 
4 plcket fences along Chandler. 

5 If the MTA bur stays oft Chandler, then MTA can I 
6 rall or lease out Lor private enterprise ths land along the I 
7 Southern Pacific right-of-way, h a t  money can be applied to I 
8 upgrade maao transit through the Valley. augment 

9 Transportation Systems Management, TSH. and buaea along 

t P  rrterier like Roncoe, S h s m n  Way. Van Nuys. Ventura 

1 1 Boulevard, Balboa. SIR doan not discus8 any of that. G70-3 

13 m'A can accommodate bypaanlng Chandlar by 

13 dodlcatfng express buses from NOHO to Woodland Hilir 

I4 reducing the number of planned bur stops along the route 

13 from 13 to 11 or 10, a11 v ia  a TSH. I 
16 The SrR is full of lies that falsely conveys that 

17 MTA will supposedly raeforc public transportation as part of 

18 the Chandlor nclghborhood's so-culled history. But the 

19 truth differs. Thlr tr not about rertoring the Statue of 

20 Liberty, 

0 I During the past 10 years the Chandler cornunity has 

22 charted r drrmacic new hlstory. Sharwey Zedek expanded 

2 drrmatically on Chandler. Torah Shabbatot constructed a 

24 hugs new building on Chandler. Valley Torah High Schml m d  

25 i t n  atudantr who walk every sinqla day moved to expanrive 

51 

See the response to Comment F8-II.B. 

Comment G70-2 

MTA purchased the right-of-way with the intent of developing a transit 
project. To convert the right-of-way to any other use would neither be 
consistent with MTA's mission nor an allowable use of transportation 
funds. 

Comment G70-3 

The commenter's support for a version of the TSM Alternative is noted for 
the record. 
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Response to Comment Letter G72 

Please see the response to Comment C9-52. 

page 7-725 
San Fernando Valley 
EastWest Transit Corridor 
ElSlElR 

WS. Z ~ M N :  Good evening. My name is R o k r t a  Zinrran. 

f haven't prepared anything formally, 80 Z will be brief. 

I'm speaking on behalf of my mother Gertrude Charlan. She's 

87 yuarr old. I br ing her i n t o  the camnunitie#, a d  then 

rhe walk# with her walker co Shoul. 

I t  t h i s  plan goea through I will be forced to  put 

her lnco a wheelchair tha t  she really hates. lt wi l l  rake 

away trom her dlgnley and the honor oL performing the 

Mitzvah and going to Shaul. She v l l l  hate I t ,  but i t  w i l l  

be something X w i l l  be forccd ta  da. 

I aloo practice mnvirom~?ntal law, and thareBa r 

concept i n  envfronwntal  I m w  ca l l ed  environmental justice. 

Itas urua l ly  rpplicabXo to those area8 of ~ n i n o r i t i o s  such as 

e thn ic  minori t lea  o r  racial  minoritlea whare you must take 

i n t o  account, hou an cnvixonmntal project will. affect t h e  

racial or  ethnic minority. Thu application of t h a t  concept 

l r  no l e e s  useful  here. There i s  a minority In t h e  Valley, 

an orthodox Jewirh cimmaniey. The orthodox boing the 

ewallcr t  branch of Judairm. And it mult be takan i n t o  

account and hss not bean Cakan i n t o  account i n  the E I R  

process. 

Lastly. I would l i k e  t o  mimic romsthing that 

G72 

Mrs. Roreman #aid. I applaud you l o r  brlnging up t ho  iague 

ot what the choicer have done becuren people. We have juat 

gotten over r mayoral mlsction whars race and re l ig ion  warro 

J 4 



Response to Comment 673 

The commenter's support for the full BRT is noted for the record. 

1 unfortunately bmught, i n .  f t  ir happening again hare, 

2 tofka. Shame on the MTA fto leaving choicea that only bring 

3 shi8 up. f t  can ~ n l y  brlnq people against peopla. Shanw an 

4 you. MTA. 

S THB JVWSr Marvin Sugarnun t o  bs followed by 

6 Christopher Park. 

7 XI h e  here? A l l  right. We'll pare. 

8 Christopher Park? 

9 WR. PARK: Yes. I'm bra. aaod cvonlng. Uy name is 

10 Chris Park. XBm the ewcutive director of the Warner Ccntar 

11 Tranoportatlon Office out i n  Uoodlancl HllXa. I'm a110 

I2 representing the Warner Canter Ansociation. 

13 Weare hero today t o  @upport tho f u l l  BRT. Our P75 
1 4  Cocus i r  only to provide people with rltstnativee to get to I 
t S  wrk .  1 think when you look a t  reports that have b m n  

16 prepared, ithe pretty acary to mas Lha population growth 

17 thatt@ going t o  occur in Wa Angelen. And when you think 

fa about that and you look at the Ventura Freeway every day 

19 right now, a l l  of ua trying L a  travel thrt, i t ' s  pretty 

28 congeeted. Just think what it'* gaing to be like in years 

21 when i r  geta worre and the l oca l  rtreecs i n  the Valley, as 

22 wil. 

23 80 we're here today not only conc+rned abwt tho 

21 40,000 people that are ty ing  t o  get to Warner Canter t o  

25 work QVQry day but peopl~ l ike  yourreli chat are trying co  

s s 
1 
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Response to Comment G74 

Comment G74-1 

croan the Valley floor going to work, whether It'. the m a t  

Valley, the cast Valley or trying go get acroro the Valley 

into domtown or othet area* af your fobs. 

we fhtnk it's impotrcne that i t  money be rpsnt, t t  

be spent on the quickart 8Itarnaeive po*rible and Rlort 

cost-effective rlternative paa8ible. 

f t  you'll look a t  the full BRT, It is the quickest 

and nort coot-effective, waning it wilt h*w the moot 

ridership, ao we certainly endorra that and hope it 

proceed.. 

Thank you. 

mu JVOOB~ ~ o r n  Patarson to be tollwed by Marilyn 

itancken. 

MR. PATXRSONI My na# ir Tam Patterson. X'n chairman 

ol the Transpoxfation and land Uue Conrmlttse of the valley 

Village Xmeomara Aalraciatfon; howvrr, I'm rpeaking for 

myself today. Although I'm r 33-year rtnidtnt of Valley 

vi1lage. I'm a forner homeowner and lam currently a renter 

living 500 feet off Chandler. 
G74-1 

I support the TSN alternative. I think there necdr 

to be a greenbelt, nor r bua way along Chandler. I ' m  

concerned that rhir document has tailed to addreur #me 

~igniflcant ioruea. 

No. 1, i t  Iriln to discuss what** going to happen 

to t h e  existing Route 156 bus that  operates along Chandler 1 

Please see the response to comment G13-1. The commenter's preference 
for the TSM Alternative is noted for the record. 

Comment G74-2 

Local bus service on Route 156 will either remain unchanged or be 
improved. 
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Comment 674-3 

674-2 

and server a large uenfoi cacrmunity. ItOe 8 busy bum route. 

I t  opcratea wsr 200 trips a day. f t ' r  packed t o  c a p c i t y  

many times during the dry. hnd the draft document i s  I 
silent. 

We now have a Rapid Red bur along Ventura 

Baulevard, 1 rode it recently to my d r n t l r t .  when I got to 

W d l a n d  Hills. Warner Center, 1 war the only person on rho 

bus. nhan I c a w  back to Vrlley vlllage v i a  Vsnturr 

Boulevard, plropla got on at evary major bur tranafar point. 

And all of those people --  the majerfty of than - -  were 

going to the  Red l i n e  etation to trave). on Into Loa Angeks. 

hone people are simply going to w e  to th lr  bus way and G74-3 

w*XX have a Rapid Red bum along Ventura Boulevard v i th  poor 

ridership. I l t a t b r  not geod trrntit planning. 

Z want to  eddte16 nou commenrs to my Jewish 

neighbore along thr  Chandler torridor. I'm tired of this 

relfgfour and race and r r f e t y  Issue. It0s 8 morrrl outrage 

that y w  would attempt to ray that this bub eyrtem fr better 

put em Oxnard. Thore people are juot as good as you are. 

Wc need t o  stick to facts and not fiction. 

~ n d  finally I wane to ask that the HTA fake notice 

of something that 's  taking place i n  the c i t y  of Loa Angelcr 

at Temple Isaiah on Pica and Temple ~i~r rc son  on La Brea. 

Both of thoae camples are Xocatcd on extremely busy streeta. 

30th of chore temple. are expanding their mchools. Both of 

The BRT along the corridor will be part of a network of north-south and 
east-west transit lines with the goal being to enhance and improve the 
overall transit system. The various lines will complement each other. The 
east-west corridor serves a different travel pattern than the Ventura corridor 
and the two lines will complement each other. The ridership analysis that 
was conducted assumed both lines would be in operation and still indicated 
cost-effective demand along the east-west corridor, with the Ventura 
corridor still experiencing heavy demands. 

While there is .a possibility that the BRT may take away some ridership 
from the Ventura Boulevard Metro Rapid Bus, it is anticipated that the 
overall transit ridership will improve with both systems in operation. This 
is clearly shown through the travel demand forecasting analysis. 
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Response to Comment 075 

Comment G75-1 

those temples are orthodox tcarpler. Both of thole tell\~lee 

have been able to Xtve with the transit cmd traffic probleme 

on La Brca m d  on Pico Boulevard. 

mE mWRt your time is up, Mr. Pacerson. 

nit. PAIPRSONI Tbank yrtu. 

?WE m E :  Wrilyn Heneken t o  be Lollowed by Diana 

Liprrri. 

MS. HENCKEII: Hello. My nemcr i r  Marilyn senckrn. I 

l i v e  In valley Glen, end I s m  a wmber of COST, Citizena 

Organized for Smart Traneit. X vant to .peak &bout the c w t  

at thiu bus way tor the Xutura of the Vallay tor the l@q&ey 

ue will Leave our children and choir children bacaurra once 

fh ir  bur uay i8 built, it will be chere farever. 
075-1 

'Iha bur way will not unite tho Valley. It wXfl 

divide it  along north and aouth l ineu. The future jargon 

will ba, 'what #ids of the tracks do you l i v e  on?' And they 

will be tracka. Am it i a  mandated in Scction 2701.06 of 

I 
Art ic l e  2 of the Tranmportation fmprovcrnent Program under, 

Urc of Punda. .The money in the fund #hall  be available tor 

acquisition of  right#-of-way tor capital improv~sentr which 

directly support rail trrrnrrportation including exclurive bus 

weyo which are converted uitbin 10 years after conplation of 

construction into r a i l  liner, grade arpaxationr t o  enhance 

rail paasanger service md multi-modal teminalr. 

How much will I t  coat in 2014 to convert tha bus 

50 

The existing railroad right-of-way is already a physical barrier. Crossing it 
at present constitutes a trespass. The BRT corridor would provide for 
crossings at all existing intersections and two additional mid-block 
locations, which would be an increase in the number of legally permitted 
north-south crossings. Please refer to the response to Comment (25-9. 
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Response to Comment G76 

~ n d  finally an far aa r know the Chandler people, 

the orthodox Jewr, are not propooing Oxnard. They have juat 

raid they don't want Chandler. It Sr the HTA who propoacd 

Oxnard a8 a secondary route. 

THE JUDdPa Diana Lipari to be followed by Rick Crux. 

MS. LIPARIa Uy name is Diana Lipsrl. I ' m  a resident of 

Valley Glen, a member of the board of directors of Vallsy 

elen Nefghborhd Asmocfation and chairman of the newly 

torrnad Citltmnr organized for Smart Tranait or COST, 

C - 0 - 8 - t .  

You haw already hacrrd from soma of w r  members 

The commenter's opposition to the BRT and support for the TSM 
Alternative are noted for the record. 

t h i s  evening, and you will hear from others. As they have 

told you COST ir oppred to any verrion of the BRT, wbathor 

it *a the Chmdler~Burbank route, the Oxnard route. or tha 

Hinimurn Operable Segment which ufll. turn into a full route 

rt sane point. 

we eupport the TSn altarnative and urge tha MTA Lo 

*tudy Chis and only this altornstlva further. 

San Fernando Valley 
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Our orgmixatlon, COST, war deliberately nrmad to 

emphasize the costa of the buo way, the coet to a11 she 

cormnunities that border the 14-mile route and the cost Lor 

a11 the resident8 of the S8n Fernando valley, the coat ot 

degrading our quality of life, t h e  cost of increasing the 

negative environmantrl impact* on our homer and on our 

peraonr, the cost of increased traffic congestion, 
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capecially on the north-mouth routes from Lankcrohim to 

Topanga Boulevard, the coat to public safety and the rightr 

of all cititene to enjoy r tiverbla camrrmbity, the coot of 

the graffiti and crime enticed by large bus otatione, the 

cost to thoas reoidcntm of the San Fernando valley who live 

farther than A walkable one-halt mils distance to tht bur 

way who orill nuor cake ravaral burca or other means of 

transportation to intorrect thts one rant-weor corridor; the 

coat ot not rupplying exprarr bus oarvice to, In some caeca, 

the very people who ure and need thir eervice the nort; the 

coot of muitching the right-oL.way in LO year. froin bueea to 

rail; the coat of not eupplying axprosa bus servlce to 

people ueot of the Warner Contcr and east of the tankerrhim 

rubway rcop; the cost and lone of tmlth in our elected 

otlicialm uho prefer to satisfy the financial intereat8 oC 

the dawntom Warner Centar etakeholdars rather than the real 

needs or their conofituentat the coet of ignoring the true 

state of the tranmportatlon system in the Valley and the 

Valley nolutfonr by producing a band-aid project like the 

bur way for showing purposar onlyr the coec of the 

litigation that will most certainly occur if the HTA 

contlnueu t o  ignore the Robbinn Blllt the corr of $295 

rilllon for a project that only allots 53.54 aillion for 

vehicle putchaes md linae the pockets of the consultantn, 

contractors, and campaign contributorr wlth the rear of the 

6 1 

budget; and, finally, tho ceer to the paople ot Callfomia 

in timer o l  financial- atraao lor m werbloun and 

inetfoetive project. 

The costs are too high. Iha  proposed bus way ie 

not sate. tt fa envlronmentalty unacceprable. tt ie  

elirilrt fn putpas&, eangaareb, lnruldtcd and toa expedaive 

for che resulte it will produce. I t  iil for all, them 

rcreonr that coat, C l t  lrcnr Organixsd for Snurt Tranmit , &re 

proposing Lurchcr study of the TSW alternative only by the 

MI%. It ir for aXX there reaeon* that wa ace calling far a 

p l m  ce expand and upgraAe bus service an all the major 

east-wet and north-aouth routes ukth rapid buaea like rhoae 

currently operating ao ruccesrfully on Ventura Borrlevard. 

TRB J W O R :  Your t i a m  Llr Up, tRa8aH. Wadk yoti. 

Nick Cruz t;o be followed by Ed Oraamn. 

PIR. cRut: nrlla, uy naw fb ~ i e k  C ~ U ~ L .  I taaidr at 

6000 Morella sl; rho ooxner of Oxnard and HoweXla. Hy family 

purchased that property in 1952 after baing IorcatulZy 

relocated tram Pacofm tor government housing. 

Then we gave up t o  Laat of Oxnard tor a nau rokdvay 

for a ahaulder. tot aideusXko. And w've given l c  up. 

We've taken enough, an& ite& got to )rep. Other rtrectr 

like Cftandfer need to be usad. Okay. 

r cannot even open the nindowr In my heme. I 

cannot awn my Lronr door. This little b y .  had te wake him 

62 
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Response to Comment 678 

I 5531 Corteen in an apartment houra. I've l i ved  i n  that same 

2 apartmtnt hwrso for 14 ycarr. It i r  located between 

3 Chandler and Burbank Baulevrrd. 

I lam oppomad to  the bus line on Chandler becrura 

J it's going to phyrically divide and paycblagically divide i"' 
6 wlr Jewirh community which has such r rcnre at warm 

I 

7 conmunicy, f want to invite - -  I want t o  personally extend 

1) an tnvltatlon to a l l  of thoee who say put the bur on 

thandler come join ua for a aabbsch. Come t o  our synagogue 

19 on Friday night and Saturday. See the rpsclal way of life 

11 that we have. I think youerr going to  rerlly like i t .  we 

12 have s senna of connunity, r sense of family. 

%3 After we go the services we go hame. and w e  walk 

f 4 across Chandler. We m l k  dawn Chandler. very near to 

1s Chandler where ue will, have lunch together. We'll have 

16 malr together. We'll haw aoeializetion together. md than 

17 w'll study the bible together. we'll go back to the 

14 synagogue to r place where ws study the bible. Ue have a ' 

19 very apecial why of l i fe m d  vary btrautiCu1 way of life. 1 

20 want to porrronally extend tka invitation to all those who 

21 aay put thrt  bu* on Chandler to see what the bus will do to 

22 o u r w r y a t l i t e .  

2 3 
~ 7 e a  

1 want to raise two other points. Mr. niche1 raid I 
24 tha t  the bu8es will not go more than 35 ntfler an hour down I 
23 the mabian. How is that going to be anCorcad? Let1# say 

64 I 

Comment G78-1 

The commenter's opposition to the Chandler alignment is noted for the 
record. 

Comment G78-2 

Bus speeds will be enforced just as they are with the general public-by 
City of LA traffic officers. 
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Comment G78-3 

See the response to Comment C9-92. 

Comment G78-4 

See the response to Comment C9-29. 

you have r bus dr iver  who'r on him laat route oC the day or 

perh&pr ha's running l a t e  and ha rayr, you know. X think J'a 

going to atep on i t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  T'n going to go 40 or 4S 

or maybe even SO. 

1s there any policunwn i n  t h i s  c i t y  w h o D *  gokng Lo 

write him a t i cke t  t o  tha t  bus driver  on that median r t r l p ?  

I rea l ly  doubt I t .  

And l want to eperk Cot tw other conrtituancier 

that  nay not bo here tonight, but X know they have vary i" 
aeriour concuras. X want to speak for the Burbank Boulevard 

Plamentrry School which ham 560 kid6 tha t  go t o  t h a t  rchool. 

Many of Lhoaa kids cror8 Ch8ndler Boulevard bscauus chair 

jurisdict ion goer all tho wry dovn to n+gnoIla. fie mothers 

are walking with those kid8 rcro8s Chmdlor. and rometinss 

k i d s  are walking by themstlver. 

There i s  isn't even r plan i n  the  DEXSfDRXR for any 

padssttirn walkway for thoae children becaure that  rchool i r  

clorcr to Laurel canyon. They4rs going t o  be endangered by I 
t h i r  proposal. 

Now, I want to  aXso apeak on behalf of the nurving 

homes and the retirement horaea near Laurel. Canyon and 

Chandler, rpec i f ic r l ly  the Chandler Ramidmtirl Care Home, 7" 
tho Valley Village Senior Apartments and the Royal 1 
Biilinghala Retirement Home. I 

*at about the old people in those homes? Tha 

6 5 
1 
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Response to Comment 679 

Comment noted. There is no evidence to support the allegation that the 
BRT will promote or increase crime. 

when he raid in connection to our caranunity that on the 

proposed Chrndlsr routs that, ]I quote, i f  people don't want 

to take a chance on getting run ovar, the logical extenricsn 

i s  don't ever come out of your hourr. 

But prhapm Superviaor Yaramlovmky ir wrong, dead 

wrong, and parhapa thlr bua route ir avan In violation of 

out very own c i v i l  rightr, our vary own rightr protected 

under the First Amendment. There are many points X could 

bfing up. pointr of salary. But it's part of the Jawirh 

religion a1roget;her to coneider eafety and to canrider our 

rights am Aaorieanr. 

San Fernando Valley M East-West Transit Corridor 
EtSlElR 

my main point is that this proposed bus way on 

Chandler will turn a *table law-abiding, upper middle clar. 

r.aldantial neighborhaad into a hlgh erina transient blight 

on the  city.  For the  asks of our community and in rtpapnr6nt 

ot aver 45  yearr of work to .upport the coamunify, on behalf 

of my community, we ImpXora you, tho MTA, to conaidex the 

negative ottoctm that thir will ccure in thtr short rcgraent 

in which ua l i w  in, the Jevtrrh community on and around 

Chandler. 

We kindly auk you to protect our right- under the 
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G79 

Firet Amendment to practice our religious frealy and to not 

allow us to divide our community between Chandler and 

Oxnard. We are one connnmiey. W e  intend to rtry one 

connrunity. 
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Response to Comment G80 

Comment G8O-1 

' 9 6  study. They want you to believe it is lee8 axpenrrfva 

than light rril. But with the initial coat of the project. 

i E  might total much clowr to light rail and will definitely 

bm a laas vfflclel wry of drily Cranaportlng aver 24,000 

people across the Valley. 

The SIR discu~sea satecy &nd mecurity. They k n o w  

the poccntial far marginal increase due t o  bue accident#. I 
kdier m d  genrlemn, thia increase wane death or Injury to I 
people. X f  t b  MTA ie admitting thsress A potential. tor f 
accident#, are they atso assuming the risks of anyone 

injured or killed on tho corridor, particularly in the 

orthodox Jewieh comnunitlar ~ I J  wall as every othar comtnunlty 

chat S t  vill involve where thourandr ot people are walking 

acroer 811 part. of Chandler to rarehip approximately 124 

dsya per year a8 vall  as all of the chlldren who are 

attending all of the schools in the rrsa every school dry? 

Arc they amsumlng the rlek of rr bum driver 

mistakenly prssaing the accolorator rather than tho brake 

md ntnrring over 8 young family on their way t o  rorahtp or a 

driver distracted by parrangore and running through a 

crosewalk killing an innocent child? 

The bur recidenta in t . A .  totaled approximately 

54,000 in the years ' 8 8  to ' 98 ,  and approximately 6.000 of 

them were avoidable. The H I A  pays out millions and mllliona 

and mllliona oC dollar. for wrongful death.. The truth i s  I 
69 

The Major Investment Study (MIS) released in February 2000 compared 
several alternatives, including the BRT Alternative studied here and a 
comparable at-grade light rail alternative along the same corridor. The light 
rail alternative cost approximately $360 million more than the BRT 
Alternative in 1999 dollars. Because the Robbins Bill would require any 
rail improvements in the MTA ROW to be grade-separated, this cost 
differential would likely be even greater. 

Comment G80-2 

See the responses to Comments C9-29, C5-7, and C9-92. 
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Response to Comment 681 

Comment G81-1 

Please see the response to Comment G70-5. 

Soneona i c r  taking notar. They are going to give theme notes 

70 

no rlnounc of Money can bring back a l i f e .  There ere 

thouaandr of rs.identa, young and o ld ,  crosslng Chandler i n  

a thrivfitg religious connrunity. and we won't. accept any 

marginal rirk of loam of life caused by the UTA. 

We won't mrop unt i l  the MTA stops - -  until the WTA 

*tops lytng and Mops mitigating. You are on notice, K f A .  

You art on notice that thlr i m  a dangerous venture. Your 

laltlgatlon for lorn of l i f e  i o  not acceptable. 

THE JUWE: Your time in up. Thank you. Step down 

plears. 

Richard Stone, please. 

MR. STONE: ~y name 1s Richard 8COnQ. l'he only thing 

the WTA d i d  for ur I n  approximately 1991 i a  change their 

organiration from RTD to the UTA, which they knew that they 

were nor rapid, never ware, never w i l l  be, 

Why le the WTA wamting our t i m e ,  effort, and -nay 

to cone to attmd to these hcarlngs? ?nayare not lirtenlng. 

We a. a group f e e l  aura that the HTh has already made up 

their mind ra to what they will  be doing. X v is i tad  UTA 

computer a i f e  fhc other day to see the name# of o f f i c i a l  
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board mmbera of the W A .  To the beer of my k n o w l d g c ,  not 

one of the Board ntcmbers i r  here in attendance to hear u8 

out. 
G81-1 

T)o you call thi .  a hearing? I ca l l  it a farce. 
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to whom? 

People ray we ehould have built the rubway 19 year8 

ago. Well we did. 1 believe during th i r  time the HTA was 

building the subway downtown, and ue sau what brae tuppsning, 

building, atreeta having problems due to the choice of 

unqualtfied contractors. We now have meen the eubway going 

from Lankerrhim to downton, Lor Angelem. After the !4TA 

finally got their  act togethe*, they did something right .  
601-2 

It la my underatanding that this subway ir the 

f5Lth most succcrsful rubray i r r  the U.S. And gue#s what? 

To the h a t  my knowledge cbarr hasn't been m y  accldentm or 

killings. Your current thinking of a bus vay i s  40 years 

behind time. Let'r get  with it ,  WTA. Lrrt'c: do the right 

thing. Build 8 rubway. 

Ry the w r y ,  you're wasting our hard-earned tax 

dollars on poetcarda that you heve reproduced st 8 cost of 

approximately a half r million dollars nor do wa need rpur 

pretty pictuxes. It'e a uasto of our hard-earned dollarm. 

Your plan# were not w e i l l  thought out. Lettar get 

you up to the Zlrt century. wo implore you to update. we 

do not want to go to court. No one wins. ft just costs us 

money, the  tBxpayerr, and the  HTA. 

We have repeatedly proven to you that your FIR (a 

flawed and without marit. Please l i ~ t s n  t o  the majority, 

and w are the majority. 

Comment G81-2 

The commenter's preference for a subway is noted for the record. 
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See the response to Comment C5-6. 

Response to Comment 682 

One at your bright ruggcatfonr to build a round I 
wall to drown the noise of the bug. Well. thlr might Brown 

the noire within. How about the emergency vehicle8 going 

north and south to the sound walls? Will tha dr.iverr hear, 

see the red light. and sirens? Give us r break, becaure 
I 

you. cha MTA, purchbas a white elephant, you want us to take 

you out of i t .  

Am your. quote, professional driverr, when they go 

on arrika, who's galnq to drive these buses? 

lhbnk you. 

THE JUDGE: Alan Brontu to h followed by Ken Btciner. 

MR. BRONtEi Hi. My nbme is Alan Bronte. X live in 

Valley Glen on Willviaw Park. 1 am a1.o member of 

Cttizranr Organized for Smart Tranrit, known ar COST. Ma, are 

for the transportation Systems nanagencnt option called the 

TSM. 

W e  are against the bus way on the Burbank-Chandler 

corridor and the Lankarshim-Oxnrrd altcrnativo. We have 

aptnt r lot of time anelyring the Draft 8nvironnantrl Impact 

Report, m d  many qutrtionr arc raised, We need to wt these 
questions answered or clarified. Here arc just a few: 

what i* cht east to our rrridentlal communitica 

brought about by trafiic and parking that - -  impact# that 
the bur wry  w i l l  bring. Mere parking impact8 are people 

aa~king aceess to the atationa either to park or drop 

72 

Comment G82-1 

The commenter's opposition to the project as a whole is noted for the 
record. 

Comment G82-2 

Traffic impacts of autos gaining access to the stations have been 
documented in the EISIEIR and appropriate mitigation measures have been 
developed where significant impacts were identified. Parking impacts and 
mitigation measures regarding spillover parking into adjacent 
neighborhoods are discussed in Section 3-4 of the EIS/EIR. 

San Fernando Valley 
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Comment G82-3 

The increases in delay due to the BRT, where determined to be adverse, 
have been mitigated by recommended measures. The TSM Alternative, in 
some cases having less impacts, has not been selected as best meeting the 
goals of the project. 

682-2 

aweone off will coma through the neighbarhoodr, and they 

will bring traffic into our residential nelghborhooda. Also 

people who park at the stationa where there are no parking 

facilitier will park in the adjacent residential etraetrr. 

What i a  tha cost chat we as motori8tr uill bear due 

I 
G82-3 

to delays at internactions which the 3RT gme in? How our 

average waiting time at an intersection where the BRT will 

go is 20 areondr during morning rush and 26 rrconds during 

afternoon rush. 

tn the year 2020 when the BRT i8 fully operational, 

the lnarning delay will be 51 sscands. That'm mere than 150 

percent incrersa. fhe afternoon delay will be 64 aaconde. 

also over 150 percent increarc. Movrvar, the T8H going in, 

the morning delay will only be 10 sacands, and the afternoon 

d e l a y ,  55 macondo. Surely the TSM i s the bcEter way to go. 

Comment G82-4 

What ir the cost to the ridership on the DRT in 

terms of trow long the crorr-valley trip will take?  'ffrc NTA 

asys you crn r i d e  acroes the Valley in 28.4 minutea to cover 

the 14 miles. They also flgure an average rpaed of '37 112 

mile8 per hour. There are 14 rtationr at which t h e y  figure 

a 15-aecond rtop. btatheaatically thie is not r posribility. 

Also, i t  tbaxe i m  8 15-second stop using three recandm to  

singly W r d  a permon, that rellr me only f i v e  people will 

be boarding the bus at each stop. That certainly Is very 

amall ridership. Now, also the bunam that we saw out in 

Updated (longer) BRT travel times have been evaluated as part of the Final 
EIStEIR and incorporated into the Final EIS/EIR. 

Ga2-4 
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Response to Comment 683 

The commenter's preference for the TSM Alternative is noted for the 
record. The TSM Alternative is included in the BRT Alternative. 

woodland Ail18 at Pierce College only permit one perwn to 

enter at r time. 

THE 3WGE: nr. tlronte, your time im up. Thank you very 

much. 

Xen Stcinrr to be foXlwsd by Elirabeth Sweigett. 

NR. STStttBRr My name i u  Ken Stainer. 1 live on Allott 

&venue betwean Burbank and Oxnard. 

Bverybody rhwld take 8 look at page 1 0 4 4  of this 

draft report or at least open it to that bcrcaurs I ' m  golm 

to get to that. I believe that the K!A need@ to trks an 

overview laok at how it provides m a o r  tranapartatlon, and re 

certainly need i k .  Thaee students need ir, and everybody 

who needs it and vents it should hmve i t .  I f  they want - *  

I f  you want to have naxlmun ridership, you need to have 8 

rltuetion where people can valk from t h e i r  hours8 no more 

then a quarter to r half  8 mile and find rMDs kind of 

reliable transportation where they can gut to where they're 

going whether ita@ work or rtrcrscrtional activities, making 

reliable transfer#. The only way to do it ir to follow the 

principle the way tbey laid our Paris and London subways. 

Bxcept that Lor Angtlee is aprawltd ~ u t  and there ain't 

enough mney i n  the world to put aubwby8 down below every 

major street. 

So what'. the altrrnativa? TSll ia the alternative. 

It will senre the mrt people as apposed to spending $285 

7 1 
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Response to Comment G84 

million for one loury bur route inatead of improving many. 

many east-weat and north-south bur routes acroar tho valley. 

By t h i r  o m  nu&+. on page 1014, the cost pet 

boarding of the BRT l a  611,500. That*# $285 million divided 

by 24,700 additional boarding.. The TSM even in its limited 

Corm, vhieh La $25 lallllon, only coot $1200 per boarding. 

Imagine what we could do wirh the other $260 million i t  we 

applied it to TSM throughout Valley to intsreet the 

ridefshfp that much -re. I f  tho MTA wre buainaaa that 

had to make a profit, they would have failed. 

7 ~ 6  JUW8: Elizabath Bvider to ba fallowad by 

Gerry Swldsr. hco they bra? All right .  

Barry Dantrrcher to be followed by h e r  Chenr. 

ISR. DANTZSCHGRI My name is Barry Dantrachtr. I l i v e  on 

Oxnard Street In Valley Glen. This will be quick, 1 speak 

in favor of dadicated bur way along tka SF right-of-wry 

towxd tho entire route between North Hollywood and Warner 

Center including the Chandler Boulevard repent. To reroute 

the dedicated buser into rrrttic on Oxnrrd Strant aaoc of 

woodman, as sane hove bugg~et~d, maker as much sense or 

turning airport runways into parkingt lot8 and landing planem 

on Sherman Wry. The correct anrwer to the routing quartion 

i s  a no-brsinar, Put the bus way where it belongs, on the 

SP right-of-way. 

M E  JUDGB: Peer dhent Co be followed Judy Pxtca. 

The commenter's support for the Chandler Boulevard alignment is noted for 
the record. 
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Response to Comment G85 

The commenter's support for the Chandler alignment is noted for the 
record. 

MR. WENT: Good evening. I also am a resident of 

Valley Glen. In fact, I'm Earryes next door neighbor. 

Valley Glen is a conmatnity of 29,000 people that surrounds 
G85 

this college. I am speaking in support of the full BRF 

including Chandler Boulevard. 

Years ago when X atudicd economics and government, 

I 
1 doubted that I would ever find a practical application for 

my knowledge. But what we face today is right from my 

textbooks. It's the law of the canmoms. Ar a aociety do we 

support the .elf-interest of a few, or do we support what is 

best for the conununity? The convnan good? 

The Valley needs enlightened tranepoxtation 

solutions to relieve the gridlock on local streets. Fox the 

past 30 year$ we have shown that we can be effective in 

articulating what we are againmt, but we have not been very 

qaod in saying what wa are in favor. As a reault we have 

missed tho opportunity for nubways or light rail, 

Today a dedicated bur way is the only rapid trabrrit 

rolution under consideration by the MTA. The full BRT 

including Chandler Boulevard offers a very u n i ~ e  

opportunity for the Valley. We have a chance to inatall a 

cost-effective rapid transit oyetem that will get commuters 

out: of their cars and onto a sensible reliable public 

transportation solution. 

$300 million i r  a bargain. A subway through the 
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s a w  route would cost 4.2 billion. Tha rldarr want 

prodictbbla trrnrit tins. We have an opportunity to have a 

greenway, And i f  the BRT 1s succearful in attracting new 

rider. and relieving congeation, w will have a m o d e l  to 

apply to other dedicated bur way router such as Van Nuym 

Boulevard. The dadlcat~d bur way within the broad 

right-ef-way will provide the refsst route with the l eas t  

disruption to adjacent proport ieo. 

Lankarrhim-Oxnard is not a rolutlon, It 18 aimply 

another bur on a very crodad street. It appear. as an 

option only beeaura of the continuad opposition of the 

Chandler coauaunity. Using fear tactics. a mall group of 

remidontr hrvo convinced many of their neighbors along 

chandler that the bua way will mean 4 30 or 40 percent drop 

in property values. ft will destroy thclr  community and 

threaten their religion. These are incredible claimm. 

Chandler already has buses. And a 100-foot wide 

right-of-way lo an eyerore. And the orthodox JowLsh 

cannunicy that thrives t o  stay on FairLax down Robertrm end 

to area, I submit that i t  will survive and continue to 

thrive here. 

The B1R paints out the little cemmuniftoe* 

ogposltion haa arisen against Lankerstrim-Oxnard variation. 

There are good reamon8 for that. The remidante along Oxnrrd 

arm very diverea. Ha are Latino, Armsnlan, Russian, 
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Response to Comment G86 

The commenter's support for the Chandler alignment is noted for the 
record. 

Oriental, African-Arnurican and, yes, orthodox Jew. BOCIU8U 

of this diversity it's difficult t~ bring together Che 

residents on any issue. Many of the re#identa do not yet 

svan know of ehs Lankerrhi~n-Oxnarcl -- 
THE JUWPI Mr. Chant. your tins ia up. 

Judy Price to be followtd by Rick Rofman. 

MS. PRlCllr Shame on you. Shame, inhame, X f  1. not very 

profeomionrl. I'm rorry. X support the Chandler 

right-or-way. A 1 1  of ua want to protect our neighborhoods. 

Wo a l l  care &bout our children. But thera'r one thing that 

does nor bolong in thin dabate. The orthodox Jcwa along the 

Chandler corridor continua to turn this Lnro a religious 

l8ruo.  It isn ' t .  

ma comment in the L.A. Tltsas article the other 

day, the orthodox Jews fight the bus way i s ,  quota, i f  there 

wan an honevt community i n  Worth Hollywood, would they run a 

transportation corridor through thefr cnnunity? That has a 

aubtle ring or perrecution. 

Bur yet quoation hsn been .eked, Ict ma anewer it. 

The anouer'r yes. f grew up in northern Indiana where 

there's a large Amish p~pulation. Theregd be no such thing 

as the Indiana Toll Rord or the inreratate highwaye i t  they 

did not go thr~ugh Mish consnunities. And X might add it 

has not dsrtroyed them, a d  t h e y  never drive cars.  

The propolred route along rha Lormar Southern 
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Pacific Railroad right-of-way where trains  ran for many 

year8 is owned by the MTA. paid for by the taxpayer.. Lt'r 

not yeur private property. Tho dedicated bus lanos here are 

reconmended in  the (tnvlronmntal Impnct Study serve the 

greater good tor the entire Valley. By not being in mixed 

traffic transit here would be famter, more reliable and, 

yea, even safer. Also the reridentm along this xvute would 

be able to bave noise mitigation ulth sound barriers. 

This Is not an option for a ptopa~ed alternate 

Qxnard Street, put bumem in mixed traffic. Tho SIR .taker 

the impact would be wotse along the Oxnard routs than 

Chandler Boulevard which Is a segment Erm Lankerrhim 

Swlovard to Ethel. tt'r a ahort I l/2-mile segment. 

Same have oppo~sd both options. You've heard about 

It tonight. But an alternative that we. not proposed by the 

WTA, the TaN, the Transportation Systsms Manaplent. This 

w u l d  add more busar a11 over to avsry corridor. Tha 

cost - -  the cost ie going to be avcn greater to the Valley 

i f  the population growth i s  what they predict over the next 

10 year$. The coat 1s roo high. this I n  a short-term f i x  

for a long-term problem, and we m o v e  been shortchanged too 

long. 

TUB Wilt Your time is up. Thank you very much. 

Rick Rofnsn. We have f i v e  minuter more until the 

tlmm to file your cards has axpirod. Rick Rofntan, is he 

7 9 
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Response to Comment G87 

Comment G87-1 

I hare? 

1 NR. RUPPUN: Thank you, your Honor. Ladies and 

3 gentlemen, X l i v e  on Chandler. Marc Littaan, the 

I tspresentative of the UrA, was quoted i n  ye8terdayas 

5 tor Angelas time article as saying. Chandler route $8 

6 preferred because the agency owns tha right-of-way and 

7 operates bumes that t r a v e l  every f ive minutes during perk 

8 periods along the bulavard between hnkerahim and Whitsatt. 

9 This I8 a very bad reason to put the bus an F"'" 
10 Chandler just because the W& wned that r ight-of -v4y.  If I 
It rhay a m  this right-ot-wry. do not destroy the people atang 

It Chandler Boulevard. nelp maintain the quality oi; I l fa .  

13 Turn th i s  bud way into a park. And f 9 m  rure that people who 

1 4  own how8 along thim Chandlar 3oul.vard would ba more than 

help defray the coat of malntalnlng the beautiful park that I 
we need, 

087-2 
Secondly, the biggost secret tha t  WTA doean't want I 

you to know i e  as Marilyn r tated bafore, chis bus way i f  it I 
gets Implonontcd on Chandler must be turned into * railway I 
i n  10 years becruae they use federal funds to do the I 
Prapaoition 108, X believe, it m d b t e m  tha t  it becomer I 
railway in 10 year.. Mow long do you thlnk it'. going to be I 
bafore you hear the r a i l  tn front at y w  destroying y w r  

Please see the response to comment G13- 1. 

Comment G87-2 

Approximately half the funding for the Valley busway was approved by the 
State Legislature and signed into law by the Governor as part of the Flexible 
Congestion Relief Act. The Speaker of the California Assembly, who 
represents the Valley, was a key proponent of the project. The legal staffs 
of the State Legislature and the Governor's Office were involved in the 
drafting of the legislation approving the state contribution to the busway. 
The legislation for the busway does not contain a proviso mandating the 
conversion of the busway to rail. County Counsel, who advises the MTA 
on legal matters, also reviewed this issue and concluded that there is not a 
requirement that the busway be converted to rail in 10 years or at any time 
for that matter. Any decision to convert the BRT to rail would be made by 
a future Board and future residents of the communities assuming funding 
for such a conversion becomes available. 
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1I they put r bur  s t a t i o n  i n  front of v a l l e y  

College by FuXEon end Burbank and tho next bus a t a t t o n  ir a t  

burel Canyon an4 Chandler. what do you th lnk t h e  p o p l a  who 

l i v e  r i g h t  i n  the mlddls on Chandler, ere they going t o  walk 

a mila to Laurel Canyon t o  catch a bus t o  d r i v e  another  

t h w r a n d  miles  t o  tankershim? No. Thay a r e  going to t ake  

their  o m  autommbile and d r i v e  to  Lankerahim and park there. 

They're not goirrg to go to d r i v e  their  ear and park St i n  

f ron t  of Laura1 Canyon e r r r i o n .  That's golng t o  bs 

ridiculoue. 

So what happeno ' ie  t h i n  section is gai* t o  be ueed 

a a  e condui t  to ferry people from one end of t he  Valley t o  

tho o t h e r  end of t h e  Velley without g iv ing  the people on 

Chandler the bene f i t  ot it, on ly  the advar~e eCEect. 

And the fou r th  point I 'd  f ikc  t o  make i e  the 

Federal Liveable Community Standard is promulgated by t h e  

federal Trans i t  hdfi\inimtration, Liveable Community 

I n i t i a t i v e ,  Ir mandate. t h a t  t h e  people from the  cvunitisr 

impacted by t h e  proposcrd rub jac t  must r c t l v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  

i n  t h e  planning of t h a t  project. We. the pcoplo of 

Chandler, never parc i c iga t ed  in t h e  planning of t h i s  thing. 

we were never asked about our f e e l i n g s  a t  a l l .  I t ' s  j u r t  

going t o  be dumped on us. The SIR i s  f a t a l l y  de fec t ive  

bscrurrs I t  tslls to conrider thosa  federal r egu la t ions .  

The second rsaron why the E l R  - *  

Comment G87-3 

Please see the response to Comment G18- 1. 
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Response to Comment G88 

The commenter's support for the Chandler Boulevard alignment is noted for 
the record. 

m E  JWQB: Your time i n  up. Thank you very much. 

M R .  R O P W :  - -  i t  fail8 to conrider the TSH. 

mMlg JUDOB: Gail Coyle t o  be followed by Susan Roren. 

Gale coy1s. 

MS. COYLEI Nly n a w  i a  Gail Coyle, I l i v e  on S t .  C 1 . i ~  

just north of Oxnrxd. I am here to speak in favor of the 

Chandler aoulevard route. Raving maid thin.  if X war a 
1 C.. 

clooer friend of Sanw Clause, X would aak him for the 

aubuay too, but I ' m  convinced that that will never come 

a b u t ,  and thim i r  the next best. 

Many yaarm ago I rode the Red Car which is the 

street car that went svory few minutes along Chandler. and I 

rode it to Van Nuyr i n  one direction, to Nollyuood, elom to 

C i t y  College in the other direction. I had artendad North 

Woflyud High School where alrnoat all of 2500 atudcnrr 

walked or radr bicycles to school. And than a11 of tha 

rtudante at  the junior high school e couple blocks to the 

routh, a l l  oi us who l i v e d  north of Chandler BouXovrrd 

walked over the unfenced trackr at that t ime -- unfenced 
tracks - -  to get t o  rchool twice a day, That rlghr-of-way 

has bten writing I f  years for sontobody to make use of the 

purrpore that i t  uam made t o r .  

Much has boon raid about dertroying a synagogue 

cbnanunity. t think she propomad b u ~  rwce i r  very 

attractive and intelligent method for safe crossings a t  tho 

8 2 
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Response to Comment G89 

The commenter's opposition to the Oxnard Street alignment and preference 
for the TSM Alternative are noted for the record. 

mat important times haw been auggeatad. 

I cannot believe that when tho original study wa$ 

made for the synagogue* that they weren't aware that thiu 

east-west corridor was mansthing that was going to be uuled 

in the future. Oxnard is eepccially busy a8 those cimes 

when bumea are the most needed, nornings to a f t e r  2 :OO i n  

che afcarnoon. I r  is almoet imposstble to enter the rratftc 

from the neighborhood streets at thoee t i m e .  *ad accident8 

are not rare. SchooL traffic le  unoale for both pedestrian 

and ruroraobile traffic, and buser would greatly fncreare the 

danger and t i m e  .pant. 

Now, about increasing busea on all streets. well, X 

guesa thatas one wry to eliminrra auto traffic altogether. 

THB JUWH: Susan Rosen to be f o l l m d  by Hatthew Roam. 

MS. BOSBNI My name i s  Suean Roaen, Z'a n resident oC 

Valley Village just  south of Oxnard. 1% a msnrber of the 

Menlux Blcmcntary School cmunity. I'm a PTh nmber, and I 

vork at the school. I have children at  the rchool. 

I came here to .peak againut the Oxfiard 

alternative, bnd I came hare - -  1 still am going to speak 

against the Qxnard alternative, but 1 must - -  I have thrown 

awry my notea becaurcl 1 have changed my posltlon. I 

mlaundtrrrood the rigns that aay, Save our Liveable 

Cormaunity. No bur way on Chandler. I wieh they read, 196 

bua way on Chandler or Oxaard. I don't know i f  those of you 

83 
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Response to Comment G90 

The commenter's preference for the TSM Alternative is noted for the 
record. 

with rfgna In your yards can add Oxnard, buc f wlmh you 

w u l d  because 1 auet 8ay I came w i t h  a miaunder8tanding. X 

came with aoma h w d  LeslAnga. X thought the Chandler 

community war responsible tor purhing the Oxnard route, 

So I am n w  aware that  my anger needs to be placed 

on the PITA. Oxnard - -  1 am going to continua to spurk ebout 

Oxnsrd. Oxnard cannot be uacd as a bur route. There 

are - -  I am familiar with the Nonlux cowaunity. Children 

walk to school unaccompanlsd by their parent.. They crass 

Oxnard. Uy wn children do. Ny w n  children arc older. 

They are mettlng busell thrt pick up a t  Uonlux. But X know 

first and second-gradara who walk alone to achoal. 

There are already accidencr on Oxnard, #,any 

accident#. H e  know that r chi ld  w8 killed at  Grant High 

School. we cannot put more congeetion on Ornard. We cannot 

do it. I hope that the HTA will srva their money and uas 

the TSn rolusion. 

mt3 JUDGl!: Matthew Rossn to be followed by Aron Tender. 

Hatthew Roaen? 

WR. ROSHN: ucllo. ny name 1 s  a Hafthew Roecn. 3 l i v e  GgO 

between Oxnard and Chandler. I do not vant bused on t i ther  

rtreer,  and I am in favor at increaring service on other 

llncs. 1 go to rchool or did go to rchwl on Monfua 

Blsmentrry just north of Oxnard b e t  year. My alddls school 

bur vlll drop ns off at Uonlux, and from school - -  1 have 

8 4 
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Response to Comment G91 

The commenter's opposition to the Chandler Boulevard alignment is noted 
for the record. 
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walked to school to and from rch-1 almost every day and 

vill be walking t o  and from my school bur I n  Septembtr. 

I, myself, have rlmvst barn b i t  five t o  s ix  tiffleer 

and more burrerr would make the t raf f ic  rorre, On Chandler 

there i m  not aa much t r a f f i c .  Buc it you put I bus route in 

dur canvrmnities, there w i t 1  be more traffic which atpurl* 

more accidanta . 
Bvery day 1 ear orthodox f&nrilie8 walking to 

synagogue with bab ie~ l  i n  strollarc.  1 do not want accident. 

or RD~BII It night. Thank you. 

THE JUDGE: Won Tendor. 

MR. TENDER# The wontan who spoke jurt earlisr, thank you 

vrry, very much. I'd Ilks to offer r broader perspective on 

the  opporition to the bur way. I am the rabbi of Shrrrry 

page 7-755 

Zedek, and we havt been quite vocal i n  our oppoiBition t o  

Chandler routa. X really l ike a11 of the Oxnrrd camunity 

G Q ~  

to pay attention to  what ve have t o  ary. 

Thl8 part Friday 1 had lunch with Pastor J i m  

Shonrock (phonatic) Crorn the Bvangelicaf Lutheran - -  laanual 

Lutheran on Oxnard. My connenra chi8 evening a r e  bring made 

i n  his name, as uell. We w i l l  not allow this issue t~ p i t  

eonmunity againrc community. A t  Pierce College las t  

thurudry we a l l  r ea l i zed  that  thlm is not a single-community 

irrrue, the o p p o ~ i t i o n  aga.inrt the proposed bur ways acxorra 

the length of the bus way from Lankerrhim to  Warner Center 

15 



Group G - CEQA Public Hearings 

Response to Comment 692 

Comment G92-I 

The commenter's opposition to both the Oxnard Street and Chandler 
Boulevard alignments is noted for the record. 

8 whether along Chandler or along Oxnard. 

2 He do not belicva that the propoaed bus way along 

3 the putchased right-oE-way v i l i  meet transportation needs QC 

I the vallay. W e  SmpXote the WA t o  go back to the drawing 

5 baards and otter us altarnative8 for r conrprahen8ive 

6 molutlan to the growing transportarlon needm of thiu city. 

7 Ye are prcpaxed t o  s h a m  cha respansibility. We are not  

4 prepared to share its full burden, 

9 This room is fillad with bright lnnovrtiva and 

10 creatlvr individuals. We are all willing to join the M M  fn  

t 1 finding r ooluclon, but we will net nit eilontly a* the M A  

11 attempt, to justify its purchase of $140 nllliim. 

13 X*d a le0  like to say that our convnunity will, sod 

1 4  willing, I will propor. that the joint  force effort for 

IS battling the proposed bvm way. 

16 mR JUDOB: Robert Van Pear to ba HIollawd by 

17 Reuven Shluker. 

14 WR. VAN PEER: Right hare. Thank you. I crma a long 

19 r a y  to aperk before WA. ~ T A  unfartuncrtely seams to have 

20 the habit 02 not holding any hearing@ in my hmo 

11 neighborhood at Chatrruorth, but nevertheless this i s  m 

22 imporcant Iaaua. I ' m  a long-term experienced rider of the 

23 Blue tina, and I am well aware of how that line divider 
092-1 

24 coanaunitie* along it. pathway. And. therefore, I have I 
2s concluded that ths concerns of both the Chandler and Oxnrrd 

86 
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Comment G92-2 

ctmmunltier arc f u l l y  jurtified in t h e i r  opporltion to the  

bur way and equal ly  so. 

Also, it nturt be noted, too, one th ing about 1 
Pac i f i c  Car or che Red Car right-of-way ormad by MTA. 

*hen I 
it  c r o r s s r  Van N u y ~  Boulevard it passe8 batween Ptna and 

Bormer. I t  you've t r ave led  d o m  V m  Nuys Boulevard 

recent ly ,  y w  would notice that  on both aid68 of those 

s t r e e t s  on the right-of-way are car dealarehipa. HQU do you 

propose t o  d i sp lace  than without paying a l o t  more money? I 
Anrwor that, please .  

Therr is a propowl t h a t  1 th ink would work. I 

spent a l o t  of time thinking about i t .  It Ifivolvar a bus 

line currently run by t h e  MTA, line 426. MTA ha8 cancellad 

a11 o the r  Hollyrood Fratsway 8arvica between Hollywood m d  

the Valley because i t  us- duplicatad by the Red Line. This 

i r  the only line ramalning that e t l l l  f i t s  t h a t  crifexii .  

Therefore. 1 propoaa to follow aultc and cancel freeway 

service on thet l i n e  s p l i t t i n g  it into two llnea. 

X ba'tieva t h a t  the va l l ey  vould bc bast a e m d  by 

the implenrcntation ot a tvo-prongad Rapid bur l i n e  a long 

multi-housing Burbank #oulcv*rd between tankerahim and 

Van Nuya going north of van Nuya being a l l t  up, have the 

Wacs running along Victory and Topang@, the o the r  h a l t  

along Sherman Way Co Topanga. This  vould not only have t h e  

e f f e c t  of putting t h e  burer where they're needed. It would 

a 7 

In the vicinity of Van Nuys Boulevard and Bessemer Street, as described in 
the Draft EISIEIR, the BRT Alternative was to require the full acquisition 
of one automobile dealership (i.e., Van Nuys Affordable Car and Truck) 
and full acquisition of an offsite vehicle storage area for a second 
automobile dealership (i.e., Big VaIley Dodge). During Preliminary 
Engineering design, modifications have been incorporated into the project 
so as to eliminate the acquisition of the Big VaIley Dodge property. In the 
remaining case, relocation assistance and compensation will be provided 
pursuant to state and federal property acquisition and relocation assistance 
programs. . 

Comment G92-3 

North-south BRT service and an integrated Metro Rapid Bus network will 
be considered as part of a future MTA study in the Valley. The route 
suggested in the comment will be considered as part of the effort. 
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where 1 l i v e  w already ge t  8 l o t  of parking from 

the  apartment dwellers along Oxnard and also from the 

rtudencs a t  t h i r  col lege.  If t h e r e e @  a bur line along 

Oxnard, probably some ol the  park uill be rcmaved f o r  thore 

aprrtment dwellers, and we'll  ge t  even more from t h e  

apartment dwellerr ,  and w e ' l l  get plenty of park-lnd-rid@ 

parklng which wi l l  impact our neighborhood. There are a lot 

of chi ldren livfng i n  our n s i g h b o r h d  rho play and walk on 

our street. They' l l  be endangered. 

1 think - -  I'm from London o r l g i n r l l y .  We have r 

vondertul maor tranmit i n  Landon. We have subways. They 

were t h e  f l r a t  b u i l t  i n  the  world. I n  addi t ion t o  Char. w 

have busor everywhrre. The Idor of ono bus line on Chmdlor 

going acrore t h e  Valley, it ac tua l ly  ssrms ludicrour. X 

mean X was driving elong Chandler yerterday, and ftso very 

beau t i fu l  the re .  It'. wry vide; i t ' s  taa wide rea l ly .  

But, okay, l e t  it be a park. b u t  a l s o  don't  put I t  on 

Oxnard. Have a lot of burerr have buren going cveryuhcre. 

And, you know, one dry o t  our governorrr holding up 

oC the  electricity c r l e i s  w i l l  psy tor a rubvey along the 

Chandler route .  So we're quibbling over mittions when 

b i l l i o n 8  are baing throw away. I guess that's 8bouC all r 

want to ray. But a. a stopgap probably t h e  TSM is the 

anowex. t don' t  think one comarunity rrhould bear the brunt 

of a l i n e  going r ight  through it. Thank you, 
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Response to Comment 695 

The commenter's support for the project is noted for the record. 

THR JUWB: Franclraca Pagnotta. 

MS. PAGNOTTA: My nane is Francteca Pagnottr. and my 

legal r e ~ l d e n c e  ia 72S7 Vinalrnd Avenue, Apartment 4 ,  on 

Sherman Way and Vineland, but my homr, is hare at Valley 

Collage, ao welcome to my house. I am r full-time rtudsnt 

hart, and aver sines I've been in junior srhool, 1-0 bean 

riding the burcr. I moved co L .A .  and 1 didn't want to 

change high rehocrlrr, so I rode thrse h s e r  to get here. And 

that was right before they put the Red Line In. I don't 

need to anymore because 1 live back down here. 

You know what? It really hurts me to see that she 

comnrunlry doesn't oven care about tho atudonta that conre to 

Valley College; over 18,000 ssudanta who como to rrchool hare 

every day. And the tact i o  It's not t r l r  to the rtudantr 

who come bcxa bvcxy day, and they conrnutc on the busaa 

coming rron L .A .  for whataver raaoon they offer clrmraa hsra 

that other schcolm don't offer. Thir bus % a i l  goes a l l  the 

way to Pierce aha, not just to Valley ~oXXcge, pasoerr by 

probably r ight  different high rchoolr. High school rtudentr 

ride this thing also, and it'r not f a i r  to ths students 

becuac you guy8 ate raying that i t ' r  not cost effective; 

it's going to coat too much m a y .  

what about the youth who go into debt and try qse 

education and try to corn* hers? This ubr14 i r  going to end, 

&nd we got to get it dona. Wa need to do this bscauw of 
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the fact we need t h e  line4 rtudenttr need cha l ine,  your 

daughters ,  your children. your a t s t e n .  your botharr, 

whatever. Studencr need the Iinrr, and we nerd thr line. 

bet ma just  le&ve it a t  t h a t ,  

GB5 

X keep hasr ing Chi# i a  not  i n  my backyard. But 

where does your backyard colnd from? X'n going t o  leave I t  

chat a t  t h a t  too. 

Money i s  made to be apent. I f  you're going to rave 

your noney and not upend IL on anything, what'* ths point of 

having i t ?  And X m a n  thim is - -  I l ive b r e ,  too. And you 

know w h a t ?  T h  land im" even being uaed. It .its there1 

i t  loake ugly looking tha way it looks now. why donqc you 

put r bur rail Sn there? Umr i t  f o r  ronsthing. h park; we 

got too many park8 am i t  i n .  Use the rril. X knov how it 

feels to have nice land.  1 know. I might mt f l l  be young, 

but I'm done being s i l e n t .  f want the t a i l .  We need i t  

now. 

THE JVWG: h d i e r  and gttntlomen, we hava lot at cards 

l e f t ,  we are going t o  cake r 10 minute-rscers and give t h e  

reporter an opportunity to tske a l i t t l e  rrrrt. 

th brief rcccaa wae taken.) 

THS JUWB: k d i e a  and gentlaman, weVre going to e t a r t  

with Michael Bararch to be followed by Joacph Dunn, I might 

mention t h c t  son* of you who wfsh to speak and csn 'c  stay 

long enough beerueo we have 4 lot of cards, 1 auggert t h a t  
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since the subway, or the lack of, the light rail, or the 

lack of, the lack ot consideration For the coQmUniti+S. 

I appreciate our non-Jewlsh neighbors telling us 

that their Jewish comnity can survive and support without 

the bus line. Quite frankly, if you're not an orthodox Jew, 

you don't know what it means. There axe spccial needs just 

like every part of every conmunity that this bus will 

affect. Whether it goes on Oxnard or whether it goes on 

ChanBter it'r going to affect each individual cornunity that 

all hava their special medo. 

We need to stop fighting each other and start 

fighting the m A  and let than know that we are not going to 

take thim because i t t s  going to affect our property valuer, 

our children, our lives and everything we all love abaut 

this community. Thank you. 

THE JUDGE: Joseph Dunn to be followed by Ella Saling. 

MR. DUNN: Yes. ny name is Joseph Dunn, I used to be a 

resident on Pulton Avenue at 6914 Fulton Avenue between Van 

Owen and Sherman Way. I moved away after my monr passed 

away. And I now live in the city, 740 South Detroit Street, 

in the Miracle Mile. I like Miracle Mile because it has 

good tranuportation. 

But one thing I'm going to tell you about the 

Valley, how many of you remembar back in the late '80a 

voting for a referendum asking you which toute we wanted to 
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Response to Comment G97 

The commenter's preference for a subway is noted for the record. 

1 taka? Tha Chandler route, the Vcntuxa Freeway route, or the 

2 Ventura Boulevaxd route? And how many of u s  remember tha t  

3 the referendum waa voted for the Ventura Freeway and Ventura 

4 Boulevard routes were the moat popular ones. Chandler wag 

5 not ths choice raute. f would real ly  much tell the MFA to 

6 follow public responses on there. We're not here just 

beating our hearts for nothing. 
G97 

I would like t o  -- i f  they're going to do something I 
on Chandler, do a subway 80 nobody get6 affected on that.  I 
I'm i o r  that.  I 

But I have a better idea. The Red Line going north 

on mnkershim, it should be extended naybe t o  Shenaan Way. 

90 percent of it businear; between 75 and 80 percent of it 

are businesses, and i t t r  wide enough to  be on a subway. - I 
it's i n  the middle of the Valley. And then you can have an 

additional going up towards and near Lankernhim near 

San Pernando and go down Devonshire Avenue a l l  the way to 

the Chatevarth s ta t ion on the Xetrolink. That way you w l l l  

19 be serving the people who are  -- Devonehire and the Center 

20 Valley, you'l l  be hi t t ing the people over there. And from 

2 1 the stop a t  Coldwater and Sherman Way, you can have a better 

27 mybe l i t t l e  -- mybe a bug better that connected to  Valley 

23 College and a11 that .  That way people will not: be 

24 inconvenienced by thia crazy idea. 

25 And n\y l a r t  thing to  say, the  orthodox Jewish 
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Response to Comment G99 

The comment is noted. 

thare'r no t raf f ic .  I t ' 8  not elaetric r a i l #  l ike in 

Mew York. ao nobody*. going t o  get hurt. And mare people 

will love it bacauare wre people acrorr a l l  ecodoraic. 

rocioeconomtc, religious, race l iner w i l l  Lake a t ra in  over 

a bur. 

60 what we nead to  do i n  the ccnmuntty ie  unify. 

We cannot let tho UTA divida u s  apart. Ira nead t a  ewns 

topather t o  fight them md t e l l  chela come up w i t h  8 better 

solution. Wo don't want a bus line. Me w&nr a solution to 

cake ur a hundred yaw8 out, nor 20. Thank you. 

Tl4B J U N E :  M r .  Soskin to bQ f a l l w o d  by Knriqua Arrgan. 

WR. SOSKlNt Oood avenlnq, Lolkr. I've bean hate s i n e  

5:00  o'clock ae moat of ur have bean, and 1 Lhink w 4 v a  

covered enough numbers t o  f i l l  the Encyclopadta Britannic*. 

And X want t o  do a l i t t l e  bit  of reminiscing, and then I 

uon't play ping-pong with ChrndXar and Oxnard. 

I've h e n  here 5 1  yearn and the numbor that ua have 

not mntioned tonight a t  a l l  i s  tha geography - -  tho real 

geography, ithare I live. tor example, f l ive  on 13427 

Cump#ton. We arc three rtroots from Burbank &Wl@vbrd and 

cul-de-ssc, cul-de-asc, and cul-de-rac. And the only way we 

can coma i n  and get out i r  through Greenbush, or we have t o  

qo through Bunnyrlopo if we uanr, ta go mouth. 

when I moved i n  the hwse, on Sunnyrlops there was 

a chleken I a n ,  and back Ln the eorrur on Phion there was a! 

9 9 
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I to say i f  ir right n w .  All the mapa that they have had in 

2 the ncwrpaper for using Chandler want straight up and then 

3 onto Van Nuye Boulevrrd. Now, if you can chink of - -  
4 THg JUWB: Mr. Sorkin, your elm Is up. There are 

5 other paople waiting. 

6 MR. BOSKINt One block over they take Burbank and, 

7 Judge. 1 tell you. use Ourbank. 

8 THE Juw;r: where'r Mr. Axagon? 

9 HR. SOSKIN: Take aurbank all the way. 

10 M E  JUDGg: Mr. Arrgon will be followed by Lean 

12 EIR. ARAOON: My name Is Bnrique Aragon, and I live in a 

13 neighborhood narr Sapulvcda and Victory.  The MTA fa 

1 planning on having a bur rtarion. r parking lot for 1200 

35 carr right I n  my neighborhood, I'm her44 not because t h i s  i s  

16 a case of not i n  my backyard, 1 'n here becaura thlr is not 

17 the right project Lo reeolve our transportation nerde. 

18 WA ha@ tailed to taka into consideration cht  ' 

19 repercueliions the project is going to have on existing 

20 t r a f f i c  along Scpulvcda and Victory. I encourage you t o  go 

21 to both af thore etreete during the day and during traffic 

22 hwrr. You will ete that traffic Lr already vary cangeated. 

23 Thc propored bur route i s  going to move over 400 busar a 

24 dry, approxlmataly one every four minutes. GI00 

25 How do you expact to circulste thore burer eroaring 

101 

Response to Comment GI00 

The traffic analysis is based on existing ground counts and takes into 
account traffic associated with existing uses on the adjacent intersections. 
Additionally, the traffic analysis accounts for other growth in traffic and 
development. The transportation model includes the projected buildout of 
land uses in the area for 2020. In addition, the traffic associated with the 
park-and-ride lots, especially the Sepulveda station facility, was also 
specifically included in the traffic analysis. The traffic impact analysis 
identified adversely affected locations and recommended corresponding 
mitigation measures. The Preliminary Engineering design team has worked 
closely with the neighborhood surrounding the Sepulveda station to develop 
additional mitigation measures. See the response to Comment F3. 
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Response to Comment G l  01 

The cornenter's support for the project is noted for the record. 

1 We'll. probably get '19,000 coming in SepCember, na Z'm going 

1 to *peak for the majority that are not here. It1. r v m r  

3 aciool, and wny of our ntudsntr and L&culty are not here. 

4 But many of our atudentr and faeulcy nrsd thi* becaura wr 

5 have been told that the Tidal Wave X X  i s  coming, the 

6 children of Lhr baby boamars. 

7 Community collage 1. going to be overflowing. Me 

8 could by 2005 have 25- or even 30,000 8tuatntr in chi8 

9 college. rmglna what kind of liveabla c m u n l t y  you're 

going to have i f  only thooe atudentr can coene who have crrr.  

And i t  you conre betuaen 7 : O O  and 9:00 i n  the morning an 

Burbank Boulevard. you can sea the backup of cara trying fo 

park at thi8 collagr. What are they going to do? Tby'ro 

golng to reroute ta Chandler m d  t o  Omard, and you're going 

to see Chandler m d  Oxnard full of cars. We need r bust w e  

need aaarathing, subwry, or a We or rmnathlng to do that, 

and you cannot have a liveable community. 

T I  you hove s eubwsy are you going to be hare 

X 9  pxotcrring that they're going to be digging up in p u t  

20 backyard? 

2). AtlOXBNCB HRMBKRB: Yea. 

22 ISR. W Z f L L X S R t  Ye., you are. And then you're going t o  

23 have a l l  there care making the communities on Chandler and 

34 Oxnrrd into nonlSvaable comnunity. You guy8 are living in a 
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transaction8 - *  intersection8 cannot absorb delays caused by 

chc four-wey stop8 planned when the BRT buses cross every 

2 1/2 minutoe. The delays that the four-vay stop8 will 

bring are not an acceptable price for this project. 

1 urge the WA Board to adopt mil option as a way 

to mttigare traffic concern* into a fully intagretad 

solution to our tranrporcrtian needlr to be identif ied.  

?ME JVDOE: Barak here to be followad by ZetnzI 

Poindexter. &arak hate? Polndrrxtar to be followed by Bean 

Xccarehy . 
MS. WlNDEXTBRt Good avenkng. My name Is Zenri 

Paindextier. I ' m  a member of the Laurel Plara Neighborhood 

hasociation. I live on Agnes Avenue end reside just north 

of Oxna rd . 
At the risk being unpopu1.r X am going to ecrnd up 

hare and say that I think hare ve'ra a l l  being childish and 

petty. The issue is not our pcrrorwl bcl iofu.  The issue f a  

we must gat out of our cars. we simply have na other 

options st thia point. We listened to t h l r  young woman over 

here speak slaquently about why she needs tho 

transportatton, and 1: have the gaod fortune of having two 

crrr. Xld l i k e  to get out of one of them. 

Yeaterduy I ttmk the subway from downtown 

fm8 Angale# rfcer being I n  Sacramento. 1 went from 

Sacramanto to Burbank Airport down t o  downtown and than had 

101 
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Response to Comment GlO5 

The commenter's support for the Chandler Boulevard alignment, as 
evidenced by the 1400 to 1500 petitions, is noted for the record. 

San Fernando Valley 

Transit Corridor 

I 
- - 

to get to Warner Center. It took ma two houre and 24 

minutes to get from downtown to Warner Center. Who in 

the hell is going to do thin evary 4*y? We need the BRT. 

I also noad to addreee somathing that one of my 

neighbor* brwght up re part of Laurel P l a u  Neighborhood 

page 7-778 

Arsoclation. We have callacted over 1400, allaaat 1500 

eignrturer, and atme thoee aignacurer - -  over a hundred ot 

ttrura - -  rams from indlviduala who are membeir of rynsgoguer 

on Oxnard atid realize the nscsssity of the BRT, a dedicated 

GI  05 

uay on Chandler . 
So we raally need to be clear that it Im not the 

cnttre orthodox conrcnunlty. It ia not the entire Chandler 

neighborhood community. It i e  A small petty faction who is 

*not in my backyard.' fa not an acceptable solution. 'Not 

i n  my backyard.' I t ' s  got to be @-where. 

AVDlBFICB HLiEIRER: {faaudibLs.l 

US. POIFID6XTeR: 1'11 trade houras with you. You coma 

live in my housa. I ' l l  taka your houee on Chandler, and 

I'll gladly take the bus. Put your naney where you? mouth 

i r  lady. ?'bank you. 

WtlB JUDO%! Sean nccarchy here? Sean McCarthy to be 

ltollo~d by Liz Floxfo. McCerthy here? no. Liz Florio? 

Lla Plorio? Not here. Gordon Basichio? Hot here. Malcolm 

Xlugman? Jerry Burg? Philip Valdez. 

MR. BURG: I'm rlght here. 



Group G - CEQA Public Hearhas 

THR JUWB: You are, rir? 

MR. BURG: Jerry Burg. 

THE JUDGE: Okay. 

MR. BURG: My name la Jerry aurg. 1 live st S744 
G106-1 

Yitklnron Avenue. Pirat of all, I ' m  opposed to the Oxnrrd 

line even though my home is 4 couple blocks routh at Oxnard. 

I think it*. a rtupld plan. And I ' m  herring nore cynical 

nranlpulacion of the neighbor* uho ought to be bgein~t the 

bur lina going through. 

X w s  almort run over by a big red Metro Rapid bur 

in the parking lot before X came in here. So f uae plaaaed 

to rue these beautiful plcturae when I valkad in which 1 

thought was an Anrel Adana collection. t r  turn. out that 

theof# are actually the urban torart that ESTA plan# to 

attempt to hide the bur with. 

They keep saying it's abut aesthetics. nut i t  is 

not about aosthetlcu~ Thir i o  about people. lhlr i s  about 

a freeway for burner running through our community. You 

can't plant a11 the tree8 in the Amazon rrln foreet and hide 

that fact. This ir a reriour harsrd to the l i f e  and the 

rafery of pedeatrianr end motorirtr throughout eaet  Valley. 

centx8l Valley, m d  the west Valley. 

Thereg@ a lot of question. in thlr environtnental 0408-2 

inpact report which rune for roam 5000 pager which don't 

aaem to be addreanad. No. 1, how will vehlclar make l a t t  

110 
1 

Response to Comment 6106 

Comment GI  06-1 

The commenter's opposition to the Oxnard Street alignment is noted for the 
record. 

Comment GI 06-2 

There will be exclusive left turn lanes and left turn phases to accommodate 
and protect vehicles making left turns across Chandler Boulevard. These 
are indicated in the Preliminary Engineering design drawings, Volume 3. 
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Group G - CEQA Public Hearings 

Response to Comment GI 07 

The commenter's opposition to the project and preference for a subway are 
noted for the record. 

people of the San Fernendo valley. 

fW% JUDCB: tiwe ir  up. Thank you. Phil ip Valdoz t o  be 

followed by J i l l  Wabrr. 

MR. VALDRZ: 1 live in the neighborhood in te r rec t ing  

Victory m d  Shpulveda Boulevards. Approximately 70  

neighbor8 i n  our cwwnunity Cet recent ly  ta dlacuss the 

impacts che pro jec t  w i l l  have In  our nsighborhwds. The I 
coneonoua of t h m e  i n  our group is tha t  t h l r  project will 

have rbnolutrrly no benefit to our conatunity or to  tlrQ 

Ian Fernando va l l ey  tranmportatlon problem. Thia pro jec t  I 
makes rro scmos. I 

ma MTA ie crying t o  extend the subvay l i n e  frm 

Worth Hollywood i n t o  tho Valley by meme of a bus Xfns. t f  

t h e  MTA wants t o  extend the rubway l ine ,  wa should do it the 

right way, and that*. with LO actual  aubway srtenslan, nut. a 

bus line axtanston. Unti l  wa have the  funds to devote to 

the eubvay extenrim. w ohould expand current bus liner and 

in f ra r t ruc tu r t t  and imp'lcarent rapid buaes like thore on 

vrntura Boulavnrd. we rhoutd not m a t e  our public funds. 

So we ark tho MTA t o  hear our  concern@. I belleve 

the majori ty  of thome i n  t h i s  room support the  statment,  We 

want a mubury, not a bus freeway. 

For thore ok you who br4 opp~acd to t h i n  project. 
I 

we urgs your cooperation. your cocnmftment, and your full 

opposition againat t h i a  sensalesr pro jec t .  This is the only 

112 
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Response to Comment GI08 

The commenter's opposition to the BRT and suggested other bus routes are 
noted for the record. 

way to change B bad proporal into a real viable rnd 

economically worthy rolution fit for the ewcific 

transportation and community nee%# of the San Pemn*rU)o 

valley and greater Los Artgelas. Thank you. 

THE JVW8t Jill Haber to be followed by rerry Saucier. 

YOU Ire? 

MS. WABgRt Jill H a M r .  We Ilre i n  Tartancr. X live I0 

house@ frola the exiating railroad tracks. 1's not going to 

present atatistics as orher. hava. 1 know thet they are 

right In crying that thing# just don't add up. X v m  going to 

leave it  up to them far the nunrberr. 

I am a concerned citiaen. I just want to tell you 

how I foal and how wa fsol in our area. We live here 

hcauma we did not want to live in the clty. Ye live in r 

rural country area away from the city. Ue haw rnbals, 

horses. gortr, ~haep, and kids. Putting that rail mystam in 
1 ~ 1 0 8  

would ruin everything that we've triad to keep. f don't 

vant to heat aver 400 buros per day, 2 4mbf want to smeAGI'L 

400 burcr 8 day, and I don't want to ate then in my 

neighborhood, 1 especially don't want to hear or see a11 

thie at 5:00 a.m. In the morning until 9:00 o'clock at 

night. 

There are other rlternativer. Uhy not better the 

bus ryrtar on Victory? Why not put an Q X p r 0 8 r  bus trom 

North Mollyuood to Warner Center making only limited amount 

113 
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of stops? why not ura the ahexman Way that was a Red t ine  

50 years ago? a t * .  all buaineaa there. Why not continue 1 
it? And X*a sure there arc many other avenucr that could be 

l o o k e d  Into. I don't vant to sea the extra traILlc that It 

will bring. We have attests thrt are over 10 ysara old that  

the Clty has never taken care of.  We can't even get  

potholes filled. Xnd we don't want the extra traffic rhat 

I t  uflL bring and ruin our already dacrepid 8treet. 

Who are you to eom into out naighborhood and nuke 

the decision to do what you want to do without even 

coneulcfng the pepulatlon? This area and all the empty 

apace in between are nor practfcal for riding this bus 

ryetsm. h n 9 t  you understand that the way you have come in 

and tried to cram this down our throats ir absolutely 

prepo~~trrour? Ws l i v e  hare because w are sway from the 

city traffic and garbage, and you want to come i n  and take 

it all away from ur, 

So far the media and tho HTh have rtill nrl81cd U8 

by not mentioning Topham which start# bet*@@n Wilbur m d  

Tampa all the way to Victory and crommes it. People don't 

eecm to  understand that  it would be going right through area 

and the twa local bareball little league flalds. Why do you 

refuse to reveal thrt Taphrrn is cure of the streets rhat it 

w i l l  affect? I t  this i r  such a good idea for the people in 

the conununity, then why muet you hide thingr? 

111 

It has bean my tocent experience that local 

rualtarr have not been disclosing this prcrpouad bur l5ne ea 

potential home buyerr. I &at under the itnprcaoioa thrt the 

papla vhaae bright idea this wan probably ttw in Cht city. 

over the hi l l ,  and not anywhere in our rraa. Are ycnt golng 

to  be riding Cheoa buras7 It will ruin our naighbarhaodrrt 

it will ruin our utraecrr St: will laver our property valuem. 

mb J t  will ruin our way aE life. 

we have h e n  told tlral: Ic will better w r  

nalghborheod. How in chc wrld do you chink that can 

happen? People wsva in our area tor the quiet country-like 

atmosphere and surroundings. Ue ere very unique where we 

are. 

Ye., there was a train thrt went by years ago. 

That was different. I t  went by twice a day mybs 20 milao 

m hour but not every three to  f i v e  rdinutee. M d  the e-11, 

them ves no smell. low we're going to  have bus tunes to  

contend with and extra traffic pouring off into us. X have 

aarhw and a l l  there fumaa from the buees %a juat going to 

rarrke my health worse. I ' m  rtsying away from the pollutiofi 

that youfve created. h c k  of reeponse to our - -  
ms a m ~ ~  M r .  n a b ~ ,  y ~ u c  ti- 1rr up. 

MS. IIABSR: - -  ceesation laovsmsrrt, 

?Mil JUDOB: Terry Saucier to be loll6ued by Allyeon 

Taylor. 
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Response to Comment GI09 

SAUCSBR: Hello. 1 . m  hers tonight to voice ny 

ion to the BRf. 

COURT RBPQRTER: Halt .  You need to  *perk up r little 

bit,  please. 

MS. SAUCX~RI I'm here tonight to voice my opposition to 

BRT. My home is located in Tartma batvasn Tampa end 

corbin. It*. a quiet rural conmunity with families with 

small children, horses - -  w actually hrve 8 horre crossing 

sign on my corner - -  aad with a parraga for blks and 
pedestrian path with no strings attached. 

Tba propoiled route along Topham f a  only 105 faat 

wide from the curb r a  y nsiqhbor's backyard, only 4 0  feet 

from my home. R plan that mover 450 burer a day w i l l  hrve a 

negative impact on our quiet neighborhood. The resultm, 

increased nofsa, pollution and traffic eong@rtlon, e n l a t y  

haxrrd tor our children, decr.a#e projmrty waluem and r f t e c t  

our quality of life. 

f strongly request thet  the more aconoatical, 

efffclent, rafa, and leas obtrusive Optton to  dsvalop TSM 

alternative or continue the Red tine. 

TH6 J W B :  Allyson Taylor to bt f o l l ~ e d  by Rachel 

MS. TAYLOR: My name Im Allyaon Taylor. and Itla a 

ranident o f  Valley Glen. X just want you to look at th i s  lo1'* 
postcard and imagine f hat chore are no resr roosts in any of I 

It has been MTA policy, since its inception, that restrooms would not be 
located within MTA stations. This decision was a conscious decision, 
based on considerations for pubtic safety, cleanliness, and maintenance. 

The commenter's preference for a subway or the TSM Alternative and 
opposition to the BRT are noted for the record. 

Response to Comment Gl1O 
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Response to Comment OH1 

Comment G111-1 

The commenter's opposition to the Chandler alignment is noted for the 
record. 

HS, PBfaWAUnr 1 live close to Coldw~ter and Chandler. 

Piret, l ' d  like to say that I am in favor of erst-wart 

public trmeportaclon. and I'm rloo in favor o t  north-crouth 
Gill -1 

public transportation, but I'm opporad to a bus wry going 

along the Chandler corridor. I 
Proposing b $2115 million bur way through denre 

walking conmunlcy with tha concern for che - -  wirhuut the 

concern for the q u a l i t y  ot l i f e ,  ridership, oatety, or the 

real reason Lor creating it, to improve traffic probleme i n  

the 8an Pernbndo valley is a total waste of tax dollarm. 

464 buses going eart.wcrre between 7300 a.m. to  

l O t 0 0  p.m. and 198 buees going a t  10100 p.m. to 7r00 a.m. 

going @art-west can only caurs gridlock to tho north-mouth 

t r r f f  ie. G 

The MTA has glven us an R1R report filled u l t h  

erroneous tacta and failure. Under heading. paragraph. 

Table 2. dash. 5 under TraEflc Control, DI(1SIPSfR failed to 

coneider how much delay tha bus freeway w i l l  add to 

vehicular street traffle. Nor doao the RXR addteaa how the 

mignale w i l l  bc implemented at Sal aire which ir not wide 

enough to accommodate turn signal lanea. In addition red 

arrow signrlta will exacarbats traffic tie-ups, not help 

traffic tie-ups st Colfax. Mural, Whitrett, and Coldvetcr, 

On top of thin the KfR report rlso otetcs 

conolderation - -  and I repeat considar~tion - -  will be glvlsn 

151 

Comment 6111 -2 

Delays to vehicular traffic due to the operation of the BRT have been 
quantified and documented in the EIS/EIR in Section 3-3.2, Intersection 
Traffic Impacts, and in Appendix I, and are summarized in Table 3-19. 
Traffic signals at cross-streets will be designed to the satisfaction of 
LADOT. The details of these designs are provided in the Preliminary 
Engineering drawings provided in Volume 3. Operational details of this 
intersection will be designed to the satisfaction of LADOT according to 
current design standards. North-south traffic wilI experience some 
additional delays with implementation of the BRT. However, through 
proper design of the overall system, the impacts on the north-south traffic 
can be minimized. 
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Response to Comment GI12 

The commenter's support for the TSM Alternative is noted for the record. 

naighborhood. That0r why I'm wearing thir *To Save our 

Livtablc Neighborhood: 

I do want to rlao mention that our president of our 

Valley Glen Aaaociation in not hers, Carlos Ferrfiri. An.d vet 

had a nesting and - -  1400 lncraberb of the Valley 

Aroociatlon - -  and ve ovoruhalmingly, ousrwhelmingly, want 

for the TSM. The TSb) rrtrndr tor Trans System Hanagemens. 

which merno to  rnanage a11 the transportation that they have 

through the Valley. north and south and cast and wart. 

And the woman who was m i t L l n g  up hers - -  I don't 

nee her anymore - -  thare ia two paragraphs in t h i n  aummrry. 

and by the way they do hava aona - -  juat take them hone and 

look a t  them end look at the conprrieon that they nuke. I ' m  

not telling you anything that's not in here. Thsra'r t w o  

paragraph@ on the TSH explaining i t .  But on prgc 844 - -  $44 

i s  a comparison of the TSW system conrparad t o  a11 thema 

other idaar that they hava. It'r tho chceptetj It' .  the 

best idea; the fastest idea. And u n t i l  they ccn give ucr a 

aubuay, which t bclicved in and they promlrad us, later us4 

thlm TSI idea. Sow.=. day thoy're going to bo able to have 

the m e y  and be able to afford to put the subway where the 

aubuey balongr . 
I have bean on the Red tine, and I love it. XtDs 

fast: itar very rapid. The 20th century. Us should be aven 

further on thinking about, like someone raid, SO to lo0 

120 
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Response to Comment 6 1  13 

The MTA is in the process of examining several potential north-south 
corridors for substantial upgrading of transit service, to include potentially a 
BRT or Metro Rapid Bus level of service. Insofar as the greenbelt 
suggestion is concerned, please see the response to comment G13-1. 

mentioned, uc nay want to call him 'Zigrag Z8v.. Today he's 

taking a dittercnt porritlon. But one thing Mr.  Yaroalw#ky 

har not forgotten and that ir mney. LeeB# Lalk turkey. 

Thtr really Is all about mnsy, i~n't tt? The 

Warner Center needs an tart-west tran8lt route that i t  Can 

expand and build more office apace. I f  thlm was truly about 

getting people out of thtir care and making public 

trrnsportation awra convanient, w e  would build up w r  

current flast af buees throughout the e i t y  80 tha t  YOU 

wouldn't have to uait for 20. 34, or 40 minute8 going north 

and aauth. Ws need a better north and south tranolt 

eorvice. Ua don't need 14 more piles of aephslt. W a  need 

14 more allee of greenbelt. 

Now, the MT#I ir really making the arguaant for 

Vatlay cormation movement. Xt l a  clear that the Valley 

deserver the s a w  sarvicer that the city gstm. HOW i m  it 

that the c i t y  dararvea a flzot-c1r.s deep-bore nubway 

ryeten, and wo are expected to l i v e  with the dangsroua 

eccand- or third-rate light rail bur ay*tem, 

ThsroB6 a very baeic issue of jurt fce here. ?he 

Valley paye 40 percent of the citye# t a x  base towardo 

ttrnrportatlon esrvlcem - -  that Lm 40 percent - -  but 
currently receiver less than 9 percent of chore 

transportation sawfcse. Not 20 percent, not 30 percent: 

no. 9 preent.  So whera lr the justice? Either we get 
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Response to Comment 61 14 

The comment is noted. 

daap-bore rubway or give ur our nonay back. 

TMB JUDOB: Ylma i* up. Thank you. Lois Baldwin? Lois 

Baldwin? Not here. J a e s  Stewart? Jaaar Stewart? Terie 

Brrdy -- tlrady. Sill Arroyo? Sverybody'r gone h o w ,  

Karen by? Allen Jaeobr? Luis hujlllo? 

MR. TRUJELMI Hi. Nau we hrve mother mtudcnr 

speaking. Wow many of YOU - -  since evctybady i r  here 

arguing, haw merry of you actually ride a bur? Four hands. 

md i f  th ir  whole room war full. it probably would ba no 

more than 15 people here.  )losf of you have a car. Heat; of 

you gat around i n  a vahiela. 

X f  we were in senaion tight now, r rill guarantee 

you - -  na have about 18,000 etudantr hero. About 

approximataly, let's say,  5,000 use cara. So I wil l  

guarantee YOU at Xemt he l f ,  eabily, 2-.  3.000 studcntn here 

representing us so that t h i s  can go through. See, we live 

here. I don't live hare, l i k e  my house. ]I l i v e  on 26654 

Case. It's burbunk and Vinoland. But yet I get to school 

at 7:00 In the morning. I'm pars of the exccutlvr counrel. 

hnd I leave here at  1l:OO p.m., rmctimer lit00 nldnight. 

We have plenty of student8 that come hcre, which i o  

16,000. Now. i f  all of the l8.000 rtudtntm - -  like one of 

the proft+#ors 8tated. if tach one of us had our o m  

vehicle, wetre driving down Chandler, i t  rould take us 

probably half r day to go through here. But none of ur have 
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0114 
cont'd 

vehicler, X I 1  of ur have - -  we have to re ly  on public 

transportation. 

Bvrryirody keeps raying, Nos i n  ray bwkyrrd. Do you 

own that property i n  the middle of Ch~ndler? Are they going 

to go Inside your houae? MTA oms the proptrty there. They 

own the property en Chandler. they owcl the property on I 
Chandler. So we - -  everybody hare i 8  mta intereetad and I 
everybody what I've noticed just by sitting around an% 

liarening to everybody t a  that rvarybadyBa amre concerned 

with the property valuer. Everybody'# more concerned about 

the property value. %*a g b i q  to lore money an my hauee. 

600, the future 10 going to be the rcudeats. Tha I 
future is going Co be this man's young .on right here. See, 

thim i r  going to ba the future. And m a t  of u8 are more 

inttreatad in helping the conarunlty out rather than trying 

to look into my pockat and eae, f ' m  going to  lore a couple 

dollerr. eo this i a  not a good Idra. 

AUDIBNC8 H8nBaRt How about i f  you cannot sleep? 

m. TRwILU): H w  art y ~ u  not going t o  ba able to 

rleep? It doesn't make a l o t  of noise. Your crr naker more 

noioa than the bum. 

And another thing, I've driven down Chandler. and 

I've seen most of you speeding down 40.  SO miles per hour. 

I can w e  with my own bye.. I ' v e  h e n  in that s tree t .  You 

don't even drive. and padaetriana, you donot even care. You 

X t l  
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Response to Comment GI15 

The comment is noted. 

0114 
contd 

just drive right through and you're about to h i t  ur. I've + 
tried t o  walk through there. an6 80 many you have almort run I 
rae over becrurtt I'm walkfng through. So 1 have t o  be woxe 

concermd about the bua breakfng the #geed L i m i t  ant3 going 

50 railer par hourr dwn there. 

Our concern La we need t o  be concerned .bout thm 

camunityqr well-being, nor your packets, not trylng to ray, 

I 8m not going to be able to alrap. gursr don't make that 

cage, Oonlt do i t  to mr do it to her, plasma. Thfr l a  *at 

the m A  i r  doing t o  ua. 

To this young mn. young man, listen to no. I 

belleve you're Hirpanic. 59 rca X.  X didn't get tha 

opportunity to go to college an you arc dolng, I am ro 

pleared that  you're going to  college, Ood bliloe you for 

going t o  college. You're a t  that  college an ray trxe l .  A 

nun 18 paying the taxer  for you Co rubridirr your education, 

Nobody paid  i t  for me becauee that ryatem wannyt in  when f 

was r young mn. I ranted to be a doctor. I ' m  an 

much nolse. 

W B  JUWB: Your E i m  i a  up, Mr. Trujillo. Thank you. 

Harold Sylveotar here? Rudy Hunar? 

intelligent man.  ad I had rM opportunlry to go t o  t 
123 

MR. HVElEZ; IWy name i r Rudy Runat. And how many of you 

have red the book, 19841 The novel. LLtsral;ly, tlw mm In 

the cage and the rat. and they keep putting the r a t s  in the 
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collegs. X would have been & doctor. Mayba f e n  tha nan that 

would have invented the cure for AIDS. 

Howevrr, 1 didn't go. T rant you to go. My 

chlldrsn want to college. You're mistaken the wry you I 
believe chat theme people are money-grubber#. You know, I I 
happen to Own 8 house on Chandker, a $900,000 house on I 
ChancJler, and 1 #a proud of ue baeauss, you know* I Bcratchedl 

it with my hand.. Y w  u m t  to oeo ray hande with the I 
callu~er on them? I worked so hard all my 1129, and you I 
eons day wilt ovn more than I dot and you will a- day, I I 
hope, hare a Jaguari I h o p  you h a w  a Corvette. God b1e.a I 
you. When that day comes, you're going to  be pleased with I 
yourself, and you won't uant rromabdy to take these things I 
away fram you thar you worked #a vary hard to earn. I 

I'm not eaying thin to rllenate you, young man. I 
I'm hoping to educate you. Donpt think that these peopls I 
are  money-grubbing people uho are ro ralfieh. they goL I 
there, and they don't care akwt you. They do cars about I 
you. That's why they pay their taxem. Pleama don't bacoarr I 
oflended. I'm hoping to educate you. lrnd X hope that r o w  I 
day you have more than I ever have or rill have. Maybe not I 
mote than my son8 have because I ' m  #elfish I n  that way. I 

1 just wanted to the Ear pcoplo that are still I 
here - -  md r: h m  t h r t  there are @oms thrt heve been 

opposing their route and trying to slry, Put it to there. not I 
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to me. Let us inatead unite and recognlxe that thin 18 aka 

Brother. And m o r e  the v ic t iaa  of there people. They're 

dividing ua. They're dividing urn. Do not give up. Stand 

here, not like other people who have left who have raid 

their ray and leave. Stay hare t o  thm and3 f will. 

And to the gentLenurn who warn here having terrible 

~ r a f f l ~  on Oxnard, the solution to h i s  problem8 i s  not to 

pot the bur on our rtreet. The solution La to 8tr the 

traffic department and raa what can be done about thbcle 

Response to Comment GI16 

The comment is noted. 

POQP~S. I 

THE JUWB: Mr .  ?lunar, your tima is up. 

MR. NVNEZ: Thank you very much. 

me JvooB: Sharon !-a3 Sharon Ive8 here? John 

wrlrh. John Wa'lmh hare? 
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MR. WhLSt): Ladle8 and gentlemen, they call me C b ?  I r ~ a k  

who #toppad the mubwry. Take a laak r t  the rubway. Takr a 

look at the walls on the rubwry downtown. They're falling 

apert. T ~ Q  Army Corps of Bngineerm did a rtudy lor it. 

1t.r going co corc tons of hundradr of nilllonm of dollars 

to fix that .  Why? ilecauso the entire MTA t o  nus8 tranmit 

anarchy. These are criminal8 runnirq the syntem. Donet you 

rcalite? You cm'c trust them. 

6116 

Let's take the chairman of the MtA.  

Riehatd Alltorre, xecantly pled guilty to federal charges 

oC what? Of taking briber from Mtttro rail contractors. The 
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Chandler Boulevard right-of-way tranait corridor. Pa88anget 

rervfcc war initiated 1911 and in X952, thereafter, i t  

becamt r sput route with a liaritad nurnbcr of freight car#. 

In the 0 6 6 1  w h n  the earmunity on Chandler 

Boulevard began ft8 growth - -  in the early '608 - -  there war 
a train along the madian of about 2 to 4 ear6 bnea day. 

It was treat for adults and children. The kid. used to run 

out and wave a t  the engineer, and the engineer umed to wave 

back. So bamically that train was ran at; r b t  15 m13to an 

hour along the so-callmd trbnrlt corridor. 

People mvad in the area not to take advantage of 

the once-a-day train but rathar to - -  tor the culturitl 

rsllgiouu character of  rho c o m ~ ~ ~ n i c y .  

In 1991 when the right-at-vry was purchrred. the 

2-to-4-car train cobaod to run wbacsotver, and at the rramc 

time bumea were takan off of Chandler west of Whitrett 

bccauee there war no rlder#hlp. Prom the hietoricrl p ~ i n t :  

of view, therefore. over the past 40 or more years, the 

right-of-way bar not been uead rr a parsenger-ttansporcbtlon 

corridor. 

How tar back do we have to ge to esEablish the 

precedent? A hundred years ago i t  ua8 probably farmland. 

The other thing wau with regard to clean-up of the 

right-of-way, the right-of-way a8 most. of you are aware, tr 

in rather terrible shape. About rrix yaarr ago we had 

130 

requaseed trim the real 8mtatc divieion af the W A  that we 

would at no coat r e m a  the wailmad Er&CkB to enhance the 

appearance t o  some bcgree of rhr right-el-way. We wro 

turned daim. Thr, XTA peepla than oald. We want to tamind 

you chat it'. a rrrrnait corridor eo, therefor?, ue are not 

giving you pemlrelon to r e m a  tha tracks. 

Anyway, the Robblns B i l l  vae enacted in '91 to 

protect the connunicy. That eiruatiofi still i& the ease. 

And &lthaugh ue rnsy not h&va added - -  re may not have tha 

added noirc factor of light: rail, tho inrrrusivencar and 

dluisiotl aL our eorraaunitier with a bus or lighr rail an cars 

as Zeu puts it, 58 still un&c~t!pt&bIe. We and the NTA 

should reccgniae once and Per all the Chandler Boulevard 

deviatfofi L r  nor r vl&ble option Lor the BRT. Get the 

meoragar gat aEf our back8 gat off of Chandtur, 

THB JWCR: Sandra Hun=? Sartdr* Munx? NO% here. 

Isidro bforalss? Wichrel Halpernt noralest nichsel 

Walparn? Are you Mr. Halpetn? 

MR. HAtPgRlt: That*. my nrma. 

Wad evening. f opoke at Pierce CaXlega, so X 

donet want to start from the beginning, Bur to sum up in 

*hart, f t  soems like the dividing Xlnca are thars. an8 

people have their opinions pretty wall aec. My petlransl 

opinlon Is ie tbrC l a  *n orthadax Jew - -  but it's not really 
a ~cwiah issus. I juoc say that tu make a poiat. I thlnk 

I53 
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Response to Comment GI18 

The cornmenter's preferences for TSM and/or subway are noted for the 
record. 

because f an, I have the wharawitha). to ray uhrt I want to 

ray which i a  this ig a greater civic ir8ue. 

Itg@ a & ? s t y  i8sua for all the children that live 

in the community. And cha fact is $8 that it very much 

remind. me of sanething like taxatlon without 

representation, whoreby we pay lots of taxes, but the 

community itaelt w i l l  not be benefitting from this bur way. 

So why actually put it there? It doesn't nuke sense to me. 

And, however. the overrtding I ~ s u e  I8 safety. with 

two rmrll children my vife and 1 will be very afraid, you 

know, with thla bur wry down Chandlar. And clearly with  all 

thir apposite of harmony going on here, it meens like it9. 

jurt a bad way to gat tho ball rolling. Mort people don't 

want i t .  The Oxnard people don't seam t o  really want it. 

They just don't want i t  in their  court. The Chandler people 

don't rea l ly  want it. And if the bur way like t h i s  is ths 

best that tho HTh c m  &. I rtrongly suggest going back t o  

- 
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Tsn a d  the rubway both nuke much more aanre if 

wenre wing to go any other way. Both of thous made much 

more sense than either Chandler or Oxnard. Thank you very 

~gueh. 

0118 

TI48 -Its hlaxrndtr Priedaan? Alexander Priedmrm? 

Ellsn Pircher? Ellen Firchar here? Okay. 

MS. FXSCHRR: l 8 m  Ellen Pischar and I'm your neighbor. 
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Response to Comment GI19 

MTA agrees that graffiti should be eradicated and maintains an aggressive 
program to remove it when it is observed. 

In my 22 yearm a8 cr Valley Villrgs resident, I have owned 

two homer, and I've rented two apartments. l'htr 1s my home 

rr it i r  youro. 

Tha WTA hnr sasurtd the rsridentr of thtr 

comnunity, including Chandler and Oxnard, that the proposed 

bus uay w i l t  not bifurcate or dotace our eomunity. X t  

pronises round uella. picket fence., walkwryr, rulutlons 

galera. X t  ignores the inevitable r w u l t ,  rampant graffiti. 

5taLfitl deatroyr neigbberhaodr. It ernbarrrrmea and 

demorrlizea realdcntr. I f  the MTA impiemenc* these 

ao-called solutlane, our conununity, Jswirh, nan.Jeuirh, 

Chandler, Oxnrrd, will become r taggoror paradims and a 

rrrldcnt'r L o l l .  To ell the elect& oCCicialn who may 

review thie tranreript, 1 &m r renter, I an aIro r voter. 

You hcva your rolutionrr I have m i n e .  Mot on Cbrnd'ltx. not 

on Oxnrrd, UTA go w a y .  

R113 JMOB: Andrea Yskutiel? Barry Ueisr? 

MR. YBISS: Hi. My numo is Barry Weirs. I'm the part 

preeidcnt of Shrarcy Edak Congragation, Valley VI11&go. 

However, f an not rpeaking to that capacity or even orthodox 

Yew. f y m  *peaking to YOU us a concerned cltiren about r 

critical iaeua facing the antire 8an Fernando valley. T o m  

mpsaking as a long-time rerident of Valley Village end the 

parent of three children who moved from the Plco-RobZn~on 

area of ton Angelaa to enjoy the srlrty and quiet of thim 
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billion dollars of our money - -  and 1st ne repeat, our 
fnonry - -  be apirnt to create r single bur vay t h ~ t  i 8  not 

even placed where mxinum ridcruhlp can be achiavad, lt: 

proposer to upend a quarter of r billion dollar# of our 

mnay against the unified wirkes of the majority San 

Fernando val ley.  Thir Is not an Oxnard verrue Chandler 

asbatre. m i a  S B  nac a Jewieh community concern. Thi8 ia a 

basic wrong business dcciaion that. w i l l  be compounded for 

more axpanniva wrong cfecisionr in the next 10 years a6 the 

prajaet does not achieve any of i t s  purported goals. 

1 want to support the nsv UTA in achieving it8 

atated vision. Quoting f r w  your own materials, HT& is a 

virionary source of laaderrhip for rca8ltzlng transportrtion 

improvement opportunitiar and solving transportation 

pxoblwr i n  Lor Angcles county. Our position rrr a premier 

txanaportation agency will be established by the vigilant 

purrruic of coss~affactivc, high-quality mission critical 

#emice dalivary, and it goee on. 

The plan before you maeta none at thara criteria. 

f t  i r  not cost-attectivs, It does not denonrrtratc a 

vieionsry cpproach. It doea not. show a proven competency 

for $nnwaclonu In rtanrportatkon devrlopmcnt. And tha only 

vigilbnt pursuit i s  the one by the MTR to ramrod thlr plan 

down the Valley's carridor despite I t s  titlzena' objactionr. 

what ir d-a amnplify is r prollf ically expedient 
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Response to Comment GI21 

The comment is noted. 

plan to utilize an rrret that is unruited fox the used 

purpose proposed. rt is defying the majority of the 

citizens and threatens to dertroy caamunitias from Uoztb 

~ollyrood to Valley villrge to Tarrana to Rered*. 

mu JUDCBI Your time i n  up, Mr. Weiaa. Thank you very 

much. Marla Chaparro? iJot hrra. Brenda Uadmacher? 

14s. wnnc~sRt Good svonlng. l e v a  lived in chi. 

neighborhod tor  about 28 years. I'm not talking to you 

abwt mney. I ' m  talking about qumlity of l i fe .  

There1# f ive  rchools along Oxnard, Laurel Hall, 

Irwin gkroat, Monlux, Grant High School where there*. lot. 

and lota ot young drlvara whaxe r young g i r l  XC yerrr old 

war ki'LXed about a year and a hnlf ago. Mow nurny - -  and 

then we have the college with about 18.000 ntudente. 

How many of you have lived here when t h a n  warn a 

irelicopter that landed rlght over here a t  Valley Collage to 

airlift a couple of people out becruae they were in r 

traffic rccidenc? Htm arany of you have garten up early in 

tha morning and taken a walk and scan narsive piece6 ot 

atcel laying i n  this streat and thought. Oh, my God, what i s  

that. only to find out that was a car. There ware human 

beinga in there. 

What's going to hsppcn - -  what*# going to happen 
when you have all these young driver0 and a l l  rhaoe extra 

people driving up and dom that street where thars*r 
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Response to Comment GI23 

The commenter's support for the Metro Rapid approach to transit service is 
noted. MTA is investigating potential north-south routes on which this 
approach may be used. 

million6 that ho originally premised hra avaporated. He9# 

cvieceratcd the  tranuportsfion c~ngertion plan thet he 8o 

carcneonloualy brought over here to North Hoflywood, and that 

was fusc r p a r  ago. And ruddenly now it's not even very 

c lear  that the money te going t o  even coma up. 

f real ly rhlnk that what we need to leek a t  l a  the 

Metre rapid 6ysten implemented much farrcr than the MTA ir 

eurrsntly able t o  do i t ,  thatv- probably w r e  than the TSH 

is going to dal2ver, But i t ' s  more c6st-efflclant. That** 

the lad ;Bur that they have on ventura. Tlwy're talking 

right now about Van Wuy8. It would deal with the student. 

over there who are gone now who had concarno about getting 

around. 

Paaicrlly, guinea-pigging of 8 camunity and 4 

region on aomethtng thst real ly inn+t going t o  delJvor and 

is going to wrmta  r lot of money, itas really .hocking. I 

mean thars'a no one for Chip thing who knovs anything abut  

transportation. and X*m uorry to  the NTh 6taff who have 

been forced into position having t o  ohav up. 1; wmld jurt 

aay that w 4  need to look more c lose ly  at implawntation ~f 

netro rapid. 

T?l% rtVWB: Time l a  up. Petra Durnin. 

MS. DURXSNI It*$ late, mo 1'11 keep thir  brief .  This 

i s  not about separate ctamunity. Thla i 8  not about not i n  

my backyard. X t  can't be stressed rmough, \aa need 

1 4 0  
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air, you have to get people out of their care, 27 yesra 

ago, June Xlnd, 1974, more than a generation ago. there war 

a plan that ro'lvab thin problem. Tobay it ir irapetrtiva 

that chi6 plan be put intO operatSon. In 27 years 

California taxpayer. and federal caxpayer8' money from all 

across this country hrvo had at lewst tens of billion6 at 

dollars taken from them to put temporary band-aids on 

existing ttmoporkatian eyetens. 

Rail rymtama ~tarted in the 19th century. In the 

20th cancury automobiles supplanted rail. .  Freeways were 

built in the L.A. county along corridors whtrs the Rad fines 

ran. During the 20th century raora proeporwa population war 

able to afford auto8 especially after World War f J  when 

California started i t o  greatest growth. 

By mid-century California vae lirst in building 

treavaya, freeways are flexible bacauae every on and 

aft-mnrp is a main rtreet. All the treewayr, highvays, 

streate, and r w d s  are intorconnected. You csn go any 

dcetlnation on the roadr that now axirt. That Cr the ayrtcn 

I'm talking abour which will bcnetlt you. f t  w i l l  let you 

keep nroney in your own pocket and tremendously benefit the 

eeonoay in the San Fernando vrlley m d  routhslrn CaXifornir. 

Jurt like driving your car, r 10-parsanger minivan 

picks you up at your ovn door, taker you to the main strest 

or perhaps t o  the eloro-by freeway. That 40-paseengar main 
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strdbf bus ldrvdl four Square (nitem. Four lquard nilam an$ 

one stop in the n f & 1 ~  ai it. And the mfts street bu* runs 

back and forth onfy aLcmp that main street, Steps at: twa 

ail&* Chere tow a park. fill Ehoss ktepa are twin streets. 

Ikirt and west across the Valley and north artd rourh down the 

Vdl~uy, 15 mild$  or Iemr. 60 ~ ~ U * V C  got mix or eight stop*. 

T)rrt*r quick eervfcs. Nu schedulee. rta writing. Wharevar 

yw want to go from & main ktreet, the minivan is In that 

aquara mile takes ycn~ t;o the nchaol. hospital, church, and 

synagogue, a business, factory, shopping - -  
THE J U W B t  Tfba f o  up. rhaak yeu. 

MS. PEACOCK; f have rmmeclting that f Can give to 

anybody that wants it that explains; t h i s  r bit more. Y have 

a fa* ot them 14L2, 

't'MB JUDOB: Mark Dol?raching here? Mark ~crechlng? 

Ndte Zclblerr? Sean Bdidbridga? 

W. BAXNBRXWEr X'nr Sean Bainbridga. X live betwann 

Burbank and cbndler, and I asw that a lot ell peepla here 

are new to t h i s  debate. They might not be new t o  the freue 

et Chnndlsr and protecting their nefghborhaocl, but thaylre 

kind of n e w  to the whole issue of transportation Sn 

Iroe Angafaa county. 

We shouldn't forget we live in r caunty Lhat needs 

iagrovarncnr to  tranep~rt&tion, and 80 this praject that'fa 

being proposed ohauld be taken canoiderataly. X t  s b u l d  be 

l 4 3  
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debated, Uetve heard a healthy debate, but we have to 

rcalixt tho c*lcem have narrowed. 

You know that the option6 to build rubwry have been 

ahot d m  by a County Supervisor Yaroslovrky's proporal, and 

the L.A. County voted to not use local tax money tor 6uLlVlly 

construction anymore, so you have to  reverse Chat law. Soma 

other  state representative got a law passed to reprarenr. 

rurface rail along Chandler. That96 another Irw; ygu have 

to hurdlr~ around that. 
GI28 

I have eornc critlcierae 6bouL the project, in 

particular, at Pulton. 1 wish I t  could be undor a trench so 

that you donwt ruin the  character of the naighborhwd there; 

and, in particular, out at Bcpulvadr where the Van Huyr 

Drive-in used to be. I t ' s  a big park-and-ride lot. and the 

neighborhood needs some protection in thcrc. X hope that 

uhatsvar - +  i f  there i s  a project dona, that a l l  of theaa 

l s sues  are taken seriously and i t r r  proparly mitigated so 

that thero 1s some aafety.  

Bur I do like the  idea of 28 minuter across the 

Valley, and 1 hope that  people can gtr behind eoncthing that 

will provide that to us becauae putting mere busea on 

crowded atreets fr - -  that no-called 'TSU opcion i s  =al ly  

not a goad option. thank you. 

?Hi3 JUtXiH: I believe I called Sondra Mercer. I s  she 

hsra? Gragoxy Robartm? 

The analysis conducted for the environmental document has concluded that 
neighborhood integrity would not be adversely affected, as evaluated in 
terms of neighborhood character, neighborhood access, neighborhood 
security, and environmental justice. A discussion of this analysis is 
provided in Sections 4-3.2 and 4-3.3 of the EISIEIR. Please refer to the 
response to Comment F10-4 for information on police protection near the 
Sepulveda Boulevard park-and-ride lot. 
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The traffic analysis conducted for purposes of the environmental document 
did not reveal significant traffic problems of the magnitude suggested in the 
comment. The commenter is referred to Chapter 3 of the EISiEIR for 
further information. 

GI 27 
But could you imagine w h a t  r uurfbcs east-wert bur 

nay conflicting with all tha north-routk txrttic f8 going t o  

cause in terns of wngestion and gridlock? I t  just boggle. 

the imagination that anyone would think thrt thL# would 

actually help the traffic pattern8 in our San Fernando 

valley. 

h e  other point I felt wae excellent waa thl8 

comparlman bstwetn the amount oL m a y  thrt has bean @pant 

i n  the city versus the Valley. I'm not a cer8rtionist, but 

it seams that tha T8M concept, waiting Lor moniea ta build a 

subway makee thc noat be ranae to m e .  

X*d like to alsa just clore 'by juet anking thole 

repnnantativer of the ma, why do wu hrva them hsarlnpm? 

X t ;  r e w e  that anyone who can count can lee that the 

rssidantr all, the w4y from Warner Center to North H~llywcrod 

don't want to have th ia  type of bu8 way, And i f  the purpoaa 

oE these hearlngr Is for you 5 0  hear our commonto, it should 

be vary obviouo that that's just not the way to go. 

THB JVDOB: nlchrel. Randell? Michael Randall. Debra 

Schuraytr? Mot here- 

MS. BCIIURAYTL: r o m  hers. X'n rorry the studanre left 

bccsuee 1 would like to addresr them and a11 of us, the fbct  

that X think there's not a prraon i n  thin room, HTA. 

reaidant, or other who doeenat tee1 thrt we needed to lirten 
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The comment is noted. 
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80 ws need to go back to the drawing barxdr, look 

at a11 there things whether iP86 a rubway, whether it'. th+ 

multiple buaas, ate. And I heard about the fact that once 

upon a time th is  community w t e d  against t b  aubwry. Wsll, 

ir evaryone now raying a majority of people come over hare 

end m i d  that  Lbt'a a good imlutioR. We need t o  go back 

end f ind the lagal means for caaking tha t  poaaible. You 

donst have to accept en unacceptrbla soXution because 

mistake was firad* once along the line. So 1 charpa you w i t h  

an e th ica l  - -  en ethical - -  
THE JUDGE: Your ti- i~ up, ma'am. 

MS. S-nZr - -  to find an appropriate solution. 

Thank p u .  

TW8 JUD(IB: Mr. Roberta came back? 

MR. ROBURTS: Yea. I'raback. Gregory Rabartr. 

'Ins J y W R :  Mr. Rahrt6, you're up. 

HR, RO86RfS: +ha ahcriEfgs depertment helped me tlnd 

this.  

me rlvws: nr. Rabextr, you're up. Go ahead. 

HR.ROB8RTS: Bxcu.bmtr,~ri~. C w l d X - - I u & n t t o  

thank the sher i f f8 *  department for helping find the )rPA 

diasblad bus pars. fa that okay? 

Gregory B .  Robert8. I ' m  director of Bur Riderr* 

Rfghtn Asaociatlon as I told the gentleman out: there. Post 

oLCics box 8344 .  North Wollyuoad, Cslitornia, 916188 phone, 

Of29 
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