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Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Planning & Programming Committee Meeeting
July 19, 2001

Line,

MR, FASANA:; Other guestions? 4e have a request to
address the Board by Lisa Levy Buch from Councilwoman Cindy
Miscikowski.

MS. BUCH: Good morning. I'm Lisa Levy Buch with
Councilweman Cindy Misakowaki’s office. 1I'm here today at
the reguest of the Councilwoman to let you ¥now that she is
in support of the full BRT alternative on the Chandler
right-of-way.

As you knew this has been a =- this project has
been a very long time in coming, and it's time for the
Vailey to have a well-planned efficient long-term
transportotion solutlion. This I8 & critical cumponent of
that system which will connect not only imporvant areas of
the Vallay to itself but also ro the rest of the city and
the rest of the rail network that has been created.

We would like to also express cur appreciation for
the staff., ‘They have gone out and worked with a number of
coryrunity members in our district that had some conzerns,
we feel very contident that those concerns have been
addressed and will be addressed with mitigatiocn measures.

As you all krow traffic in the wvallay is
horrendous -~ 18 probably a good word for {t -- and it's

only going to get worse as we continue to Jrow, The thought

of being able to get across the valley in a half an hour and
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Response to Comment H1

The commenter’s support for the Chandler alignment is noted for the

record.
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connecting to the rail is a great idea. So again, the

Councilwoman is in support and wa feel that a separated H1
cont'd

dedicated right-of-way is the right approach. Thank you.

MR. FASANA: Thank you. We now will hear from the group
COST, c¢-u-s~t, which [ have down as against the project, and
you will have eight minutes. And this is a group
presentaticn that reflects a number of viewpoints and will
ba speaking for these viewpoints.

MS. LIPARI: My name is Diann Lipari, ard 1 am the
chairwoman of COST, which is Citizena Organized for Smart
Transit. Just so ycu know who 1 am also and where 1 live, I
live in Valley Glen, and I'm a member of the Board of
Directors uf the Valley Glen Nuighborhood Asscciation and on
the Valley Gler community counsel.

I had hoped to pnt this presentation up on the
board for you. We have it in Power Point, but hopetully at
least you have the color copias that have been passed cut.

I really would have appreciated that kind of opportunity
actually since the MIA also had a full color presentation,
and we're here to actually present the third alternative
that Director Antonovich was speaking about.

Very gquickly I'm just going to run through this
because 1 want to get to the meat of it, and you ail have a
copy 0f that presentation, ¥e basically agree in some ways
with rhe MTA, that is, {f the valley were a city right now,
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it would be the sixth largest city in the United States.
And the fact is we have the 44th largest bus system,

We have a unique suburban atmosphere in the valley,
and I think we're very different from the west szide and from
the arcas where you've considered other projects. Ve are
basically a suburb, and we started as a very small community
with fare lards and so on and so forth; and particularly the
area around Topham, we still have horses, and people still
ride and have farm anirmals,

The population is forecasted to reach over
approximately 2.1 million by the year 2020. We agree there
is gridleck, and we do need public transportation in the San
Fernando Valley., All those things we do agree with the MTA.

In termg of the MTA's locally preferred
aiternatvive, which ig the full BRT at a coat af $285
million, this is cur pozition: It costs a lot of money and
it costs a lot of time, Obviously, $285 million is a lot og
money and proiecraed operation of this particular busway 2005
is going to taka a leot of time.

What we feel is that a single busway corridor is
not the answer to the transportation needs of the San
fernando Valley. £ you look at the map -- and you will see
another map a5 I go on 4 little bit later in thia
presentation -- fully tnree quarters of the valley (s above
thia particular corridor.
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Response to Comment H2

The commenter’s preference for the TSM Alternative is noted for the

record.
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1 The curvent bus which L8 cperating right now on

2 Ventura Boulevard has been very halpful and very successful,
3 and I'm going to talk about that a little bit later. Bug

4 the idea that one would funnel all of the tranaportation

5 aeeds into cne single corridor makes little sense when you

6 are talking about a busway.

7 1f we were talking about rail or wa were talking

3 about a subway and the time differential was significant, we
9 might have something to be talking about. But we're talking
10 about a busway,

11 I don't want to dwell on some of these things

12 because I cnly have 8 minutes, and I wish I had a little bit
13 more time., But in terms of tho heavy traffic congestion on
14 the north/south streetrs, please bear in mind that a lot of
1% this information is coming from the information on the Rapid
16 bus on Ventura Boulevard. And those intersections -- really
17 many of these major intersections deadend into basically

18 residential neighberhoods.

19 When you are approaching the area at Oxnard,
29 Victory, Burbank, Chandler, you're dealing with
21 intersections that are much more heavily congested because
22 they're actually four-way intersections as opposed to three
23 and in pany cases, for exarple, the Fulten Burbank

24 intersacrion where the busway would be crossing diagonally,
2% we would have a six-way intersection. So ! think that using
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the particular data that is -- and the Ventura Boulevard
Rapid bus in this particular area is nonetheless & little
bit migleading,

The linmited time gavings -- and I'm qoing %o go
into this a little it more later on, so let me just fast
forward just a little pit, Cne other thing !'¢ like ¢o
mention sbout the single cerrider, I note 3080 spaces ave
planned, but please be aware that there §s not & parking lot
at Wayner Center. That is becauge the Warner Center'sg
specific plan prohibits it. And 3080 parking spaces is not
going to pull people ocut of their cars at least in terms of
getting them off the freeway. It's way, way, way too small
@ number; fewnr than 4 thousand west of Sepulveda,

The next graph shows you basically the cost of the
MTA's locally preferred alternative. We've added in 30
percent for cost overruny which unfortunately the MTA ig
pretty well-known for. We didn't add on fnflation for those
years pecause if you notive all these are 1999 dollars,
When you add in the cost of the purchase of the
right-of-way, $159 million the actual cost of this busway
comes to 523 millicn, and I think that's pretty
conservative.

I want to valk about the TSM alternative. ¥e do
not believe TSM is the he-all and the end-all: however,
that's the only alternative which has been given in the
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1 draft EYR. It i3 an interesting thing, however, that it l 1 add in 20 seconds por stop at 13 stations, it leaves you 1.8
2 doesn't cost a lot of money, and it doesn't take a lot of 2 minctes to cross all of these intersections which are 33,
3 time. I1f we put those 3B buses which are planned in the 3 In the current Rapid bus right now, there are
4 draft EIS/BEIR on the gtreet right now, we would 4 additional sgeven minutes that are belng taxen up for
5 automatically -~ and you will see this later as we get to 5 stoppiﬁq at intersections, and that's using signal priority
6 ridership fiqures -~ attract 9,000 new daily trangit trips 6 which means there's an additional five minutes 3dded onte
7 per day for a very small cost., And thav cost is $20 million 7 that time which brings the resl time to 33.8 minutes. And I
8 versus 265 or 1 would say an addicional $265 million which 8 might add fust 8¢ everyone knows, & recent study by the Los
3 is the remainder of the cost for the production of a BRT. 9 Angeles department of transportation shows thar the Rapid
10 We think that increased bus service on existing i¢ bus on Yentura going an eguivelent l4-mile route and
11 routes £3 a very good way to increase mobility fa the San 11 stepping at 12 stops takes 43 minutes, not 50 or aS.
12 Fernandn Valley and thera aren’t any capital costs except 12 The ridership figurea before that you quoted,
13 for the purchage of the buses and soma additional cost 13 24,000 for tha BRT are all bheoardings, net Just new dally
14 ragarding stations. 14 trangit board beings. The real difference is botween 2,000
1% There's no construction property displacement land 15 and 15%,300. The BRT would only bring in an additional
1% raxings oz relocations of homes and businesases and I want to 16 6,300, And thon 1 have the cost effective figures. $17 per
17 emphasize no collateral damage to residential neighborhoods. 17 annualized cost trip for the BRT, $5 for the TSM,
18 Again, the cost I've already gone over. 1 just 18 Skipping over beuvsuse [ see I'wm running dows on
1% wanted t¢ skip to the slide where we can talk about the 9 time here, the Ventura Rapld bus, you can see we'‘ve had a
29 corparison cf the alternatives, 7The cost of the alternative ¢ lot of heavy success., I1f you leok at the map there -- and
21 for the BRT versus the TSM, 285, 20 minutes. I want to talk 23 hopefully in color it will be more interesting te you -~ the
22 a little bit about this time, 24.8 minutes put in the 22 MTA*x Jacally preferred alternative versug cost lovally
23 EIR -~ the draft ETR, That cost when that travel time when 23 prepared alternative; i.e., we propose putting rapid buses
24 1 figured it out, the average speed stated is 37 miles per 24 on 4 grid systen in the valley.
25 hour. You make the calculation over a t4-mile route, you 25 Now, 1 understand perfectly well that the
44 45
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appropriations that have bhean made in the California state
leqgislature for 245 million. 100 million for north/south
route and 145 milllon for an east/wedst corrvidor. We're
appropriated specifically for projects., However, I believe
that with the proper kind of political will, we can actually
make that money work for us in 3 much more transportation
effective plan.

Now, you know, there's no point =~ we have a
right~of-way we purchased for 159 million that's been
sitting there. %e have to uge it. Oh, well, okay. So
let's allocate another $245 miilion to bufld a project
that's a bad project.

T would suggest thar that is not a reason to build
4 project. The xeason to build a transportation system i
the efficacy of that system, and T would hope that the Hoard
would 100k at this proposal seriously and consider this
possibility for this particular projest. Let's change the
money arcund, and let's make it a good project,

Thank you very much,

MR. FASANA: Thank you for the presentation,

We will move to another eight-minute presentation
from Jill Hayber representing the West Valley concerned
citirens., Another group presentation,

MS. HAYBER: Then I have two other people that can speak
after mine.

46
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MR. FASANA: They'll be part of eight minutes, They'll
be part of your eight minutes,

MS. BAYBER: Part of my eight minutes?

MR. FASANA: Yes.

MS. HAYBER: Good afterncon, My name is Jill Hayber.
We are the West Valley Concerned Citizens., We represent the
valley residents near the proposed corridor along Topham and
Oxnard streets extending from Winettka to White Dak.

First off, we are a gqroup that hags recently formed
in the past thren weeks because we were never informed
formally about this proposed bugs line. The ¥TA'3s had the
reacurces Lo retify all the communizy members and homeowners
and not dupend on the media. The media is not an accurate
source and has only atxessed upon the Noxth Hellywood
Chandler area. It has never mentioned Topham which will be
an intrusien upon us and has only menticned Oxnard, Victory,
Burbank and Chandler. We find this mixleading informaticn
appalling.

We are against the proposed BRT because the BRT
will create a bus freeway through residential areas. Over
450 buses per day will pass by our homes every three to five
minutes frem 5:0C AM. to 11:00 P.M..

Traffic gridlock in an area 14 miles wide; station
stops at intersections that are unnecessary and dangerous in
some neighborhoods which would create extra and unwanted
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Response to Comment H3

The commenter’s opposition to the BRT and preference for the TSM

Alternative are noted for the record.
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traffic in residential areas such as Topham and Tampa: nolse . 4
and air pellution; increased pedestrian and automobile
accidents at northfsouth intersections. 1t will destroy the
Integrity snd cohesiveness of valley neighborhoeds.

bParking congestion in neighborhoods: a 5-foot crime
aliey batween the sound walls and neighbors® propoerty H3
located on the north side of the carridor while noc contd
providing safety or sound protection for houses less than
200 feer {rom the south side of the corridor; a waste of tax
dollars on an inefficient project in a small section of the
vailey; possible rezoning of residential agricultural
neighborhouds aleng the Tophsm corridor; absolutely no

parking ig being provided by the touted last stop Warner

Conter. The project is cost absorbent for what the Valley
will receive. The Valley contributes approximately 40
percent of tax mcney to the Tity of Los Angeles and yet we
have not received an equal percentage of public
transportation.

¥e do not want our tax dollars wasted on an
inefticient project in an isclated strectch of land.

We do suppert the enhanced 7SM in which it will
include the basic TS¥ alternative as proposed in the EIR
plus additional Metro Rapid bas lines throughout the entire
valley. The enhanced TSM wculd be coat efficlent.

According to the MTA's own documentation, Table 6-4

48

of the CEIR/S, only $20 million §s reseorved for TSM versus
$285 million for the BRT, a mere 7 percent of the BRY cost.
If we were to devote twice ag much to an enhanced T8M suo
as $40 million and use the extra meney to purchage new
buses..thiu would benefit the entire valley at a much lowers
cost,

Valley wide instead of corridor gpecific, MTransic
stops on major boulevards couid be increased 1o onceé every
10 minutes instead of once an hour. This would encourage
car-dependent valley residents to use the bus much more than
an isclated bus freeway, It would help create a transit
grid to tie into grester lLos Angeles. Trafiic leaving over
the 408 Freeway to the weat aide i the malor traffic
challengs for the San Fernando Valley.

The MTA's priority should be to help address this
preblem.  The location of the busway will do nothing to
alleviate this traffic congestion,

A TSM wauld also enhance the bus lines whaere the
ridership llves, as stated on page 4-82. 1v needs to be
where workers using public transportation live, not where
the MTA happens to own a plece of land.

Rhat we want for the covyidor, a greenbelt with
bike and petestrian paths, This would be quiet, useful and
aesthetically pleasing preserving the unique quality of
these comrunities. The City of Log Angeles has promised us
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a greerbelt, We want them to keep that promise,

Voreover, the $160 million spent to purchase the
corcidor is atill recoupable. The land could be resold
ideally to the cities themselves. Two wrongs den't make a
right. Pouring an extra $250 million -- $285 million into a
bad i{dea is just a more expensive bad idea.

To cloge, 1 would like to present the Board hers {n
only three days we got over 1300 signatures from west valley
residen’s alone opposing the BRT and enhance == for the
enhanced TSM, Please let us now how many more signatures it
will take to stop the BRT, because we can get them. This
wag only three days. I've had an 85 year-old woeman walking
around the street. Robody asked her to do it. She did it.
People dreve to somebody's house == over 306 people == just
to siqn the petition. We need to stop the BRT in its tracks
bofore it's too late,

Thank you.

MR. FASARA: Thank you.
You have two additional speakers with your group?
M3, HAYBER: Yes.
MR. FASANA: Please come forward.
MR. OLNICK: Hi. My name is Sean Olaick, and I live in
Tarzana.

At night I like te open my bedroom window to try to

get a cool breeze in, But I live only a half a mile away
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from the freeway. Now I'm going ta live eight miles from
these buses -- eight houses, I mean. The Environmental
Impact Report says that I should close my windows and turn
on the air conditioning. This is supposed to block out the
noise.

Does that mean I can’t open my windows anymore?
And there's an eneorgy crisis in California. This doesn't
make any sense ¥o me.

MR, OLNICK: Hi. My name is Andrew Olnick, and I am
against the proposed bus line. 1'm against it for many
reasons, but one reason is the increasing amount of cars
that will be going down my street o park because there are
no parking lots near my house, That's going to bo noisy.
My housae is alrecady in between the freeway and now the
proposed bua line.

1t will alsc become increasingly dangerous to ride
my bike in the morning when I like to, because everyone will
he going to the buses to go to work.

My street is not dangerous now, and that's why [
like to ride on it. If the bus i3 put in the way, iv will
become very dangercus. Please vote against this.

Thank you.

MR. FASANA: Thank you.

MS. HAYBER: 1Is the amount of time up?

MR, FASARA: You still have two minutes,

51
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Response to Comment H4

Noise impacts, where they exceed established abatement criteria, will be
mitigated through the use of soundwalls.

Response to Comment H5

The commenter’s opposition to the project is noted for the record.
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1 MS. HAYBER: T think we are done with the west valley

2 residents.

3 MR. FRSANA: Okay. At this point we wilil continrue on

4 then. We are going to take some testimony at this time from
1) those that are in favor of the project. You have used 14

6 minutes in epposition, so there still (s more time to

7 address in terms of the hour limit that was set. We will

8 now move to Diann Corral with the Laurel Plaza Neighhorhcod
9 Association.

10 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: What about the people who signed
11 up in opposition?

12 MR. FRSANA: You will have that opportunity to speak.
13 We will call the names, and there is still 45 minutes of

14 time left., And [ will state that if your names are not

15 called within that time if your positions are recorded on
16 the request to speak, we will include that in the minutes of
17 this meeting.

is Okay, W%We will nmove to Fritz Friednan.

19 MR, FRIEDMAN: 1 quess --

20 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: 1 don't think you're for it, so
21 let's stop right here.
22 MR. FRIEDMAN: While I'm for certain thinga.
23 UNIDENTIFIED SFEAKER: No, no. He's part of the
24 coalition thar's againat f{t, Frizz, you'll have your

2% chance, but «-

San Fernando Valley
East-West Transit Corridor
¥y EIS/EIR
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Response to Comment H6

The commenter’s support for the full BRT Alternative is noted for the

record.

1 MR. FRIFDMAN: Okay.

2 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: You'll have your chance, but

3 don't --

4 MR. FRIEDMAN: 1 guess ! made a mistake.

S MR. FASANA: Mark Edwards followed by Scott Schmidt.

5 MR, EDWARDS: Thank you very much for this opportunity.

1 1'm hera speaking on behalf the Warner Center assgociation.

k4 ¥y name is Mark Edwards,

° AUDIENCE MEMBER: (Iraudible).

10 MK, FASANA: Same respect was given to you when you have
11 speken, s6 1'm going to ask for respect for all speakers.
12 That goes fur both sides.

13 AURIENCE MEMBER: Where do you live?

14 MR. EDRARDES: 1 live in Hollywood.

1% MR, FASANA: He has the fleoor, and it will take away

16 from your time it ycu continue to interrupt.

17 MR, EDWARDS: Once again, my name iy Mark Fdwards, and !

13 work in Warner Center. 1°'m here vepresenting the Warner

19 Cenrer Assogiation,
20 The brafy EIR/EIS projects there will be an

21 increase in the San Fernandc Valley population of
22 approximately 180C,000. A significant portion of the
23 growth will be in the most westerly and easterly and in the
24 San Fernande Valley; thereufore, the MTA Board needs to

25 support the full bus rapid transit alternative along the MTA H6

53
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1 right-of-way. 1
2 The full BRT is the only element of subatance in

3 the MTA long-range transportation plan that will provide for H6
[ reaningful public transportation. Any ¢f the other contd
) alternative studies {n the Draft EIR/EIS will not meet the

[ goa!l of encouraging additional ridership because the travel
7 time Will be significantly insreased.
8 I take public == 1 would take public
9 transportation., 1 live in Heilywood., I work in Warner

o Center, and ! don't use public transportation because it

1 would take tos long.

12 If I could get a few more scconds because they

13 already used my time.

14 MR, FASANA: Yeah. You've got a couple scconds.

15 MR. EDWARDS: Why the Warner Centex Asgociatinn supports

16 the full bus rapid transiv along the MTA right-of-way

17 because it is the only alternative that can have significant

18 impact on the traffic congestion, and it's the most

19 effective and realistic option available for rellable and

20 efficient mass transit in the $San Fernando Valley.

21 Thank you very much,

22 MR. FASARA: We now have Scott Schmidt o be followed by

23 Roger Christensen,

24 MR, SCHMIDT: Good afternoon. I'm Scott Schmidt from

25 the Valley Industry and Commerce Assoclation. VICA s a

54
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Response to Comment H7

The commenter’s support for the full BRT Alternative is noted for the

record.
1 nonprofit, ponpartisan business advocacy organization based
2 now in Sherman Oaks that represents over 325 employers in
3 the San Fernando Valley region. VICA's Board has voted
4 overwhelmingly to support the full BRT proposal, but our H7
5 basic concurn is that we build something.
5 There has peen money allocated by the State and
7 governor's budget last year that VICA helped rmembers of this
8 board fight for and {f we do nothing, that money's going to
9 be lost.
10 So 1'm bamically here to support the full BRT, and
11 I1'11 give you back the balance of my time.
12 MR. FASANA: Thank you.
13 Okay., Roger Christensen, We will go back te Diann
14 Corral. Mr. Christensgen,
15 MR. CHRISTENSEN: My name is Reger Christensen. [ live
16 in Sherman Qaks. I supported the project for the last 20
17 years. Please rerember many of these faces that oppose it,
18 rany of them are the same people who shot down a larger
19 Park-and~Ride for the Red Line because no one would use it,
20 kitled the transit Cal State Northridge, voted against the
21 subway, supported the Robins 8ill which kills the light rail
22 alternative. And, trust me, when Pasadens east side at
23 Exposision come on line, every one of them are going to
24 squeal that the Valley {3 not getting i{ts fair share.
25 Now, we have a new hypocrisy, NIMBY's preterding to
55
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be transit advocates and supporting this limited TSM option.
Put a bus on every street except mine and just ignore the
right-of-way that we have purchased which is the legal
property of the transit rider of Los Angeles County bought
and paid feor.

The Valley (s now poised to win, We have state
money, we have valley leadership in Sacramento. This is our
roment. This is not the time to fumble the ball once again. H8
Please vote for common sense and against hysteria, Support
the busway that our future will cherish and be proud of.

Thank you.

MR. FASANA: Thank you.

Will be followed by Dlann Corral, Paur Ghent, Judy
Price and Tom Rubln.

MS. CORRAL: My name ia Diann Corral, 1 am president of
Laurel Plaza Neighborhood Association which represents 2,000
rexidents in North Hollywoed. In gensral 1 presented the
NTA with a petiticon signed by 1,527 concerned citizens who H9
fael Oxnard is not the best alterpative and Chandler ia,

A breakdown of traffic accidents along Oxnard and
Chandler frem June 1st of 2000 to May 3ist 2001 was also
provided. The statistics were provided by the LAPD, There
were a total of B8 accidents along Oxnard and 29 along
Chandler where the busway would run.

Respectively at the intersection of Lankershim and

56

Response to Comment H8

The commenter’s support for the full BRT Alternative is noted for the
record.

Response to Comment H9

The commenter’s opposition to the Oxnard alignment is noted for the
record.
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Oxnard, there ware 10 accidents; lLankershim and Chandler, 0:
Laure) Canyon apd Oxnard, 10 accidents; Laurel Canyon and
Chandler, }; Whitsett and Oxnard, 15 accidents; Whitsett and
Chandler, 4; there were 19 accidents near Grant High School
and Valley College along Oxnard between Coldwater and
Fulton.

Teday 1 would like vo provide you with an
additional 34 letters from residents in Norzh Hollywood and
the Valley Glen area that believe that the best option for
the entire valley is %o utilize the Chandler bus route.

The installation cf an east/west transit corridor
that would run from Warner Conter to Woodland Hills, North
Hollywood Metro Station into L.A. would alleviate heavy
congesticn along the 10] Freeway., My community and North
Hollywood is in support of transit corridor.

Thank you.

MR. FASANA: Thank you.
H10
MR, GHENT: Good afternoon. 1 am strongly in support of
the full BRT, and I'm in support of that because it's the
only alternative that works. 1It's the only true rapid
transit alternative on the table before the Board.

Much has been said about the length of time it
takes to cross the valley. Well, you only need to get into
a car and see that the reliability of travel time is the

real issue, Last night I went down Sherman Way and thon

©-
-2

Response to Comment H10

The commenter’s support for the full BRT Alternative is noted for the

record.
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came on Van Owen behind the bus and was delayed by 10 to 15
minutes over any 30-minute trip. But it's relfablility the
consumer wants.

The other thing with regard to Lankershim/Oxnard, I
brought a picture which 1'm led to believe is evidence.
Thia {8 how close housea are to the roadway on Oxnard. And
1 brought a bunch of other pictures in terms of what my
neighbors are trying to save in the right-of-way behind
Hillview Park. If this is going to help our real estate,
great,

I'd like to see these removed. I'd like to see a
greenway, o busway, and a poedestrian pathway and
landscaping. 1 would like tou leave these.

MR. FASANA: Yes. We will take thoge into the record.
Thank you.,

MR. GHENT: Thank you.

M5, PRICE: Hi. My name is Judy Price. T live in
valley Glen. I support what the MTA has proposed.
Dedicated bus lanes on the former Soulhern Pacific Railrcad
right-of~-way already owned by the MTA. By not being in
mixed traffic, transit here would be faster, more
reliability and safer than other alternatives. Also, the
residents along this route would be able to have noise
mitigaticn with sound barriers, Noise mitigarion is not an
option for a proposed alternarive Oxnard Street where this
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Response to Comment H11

The commenter’s support for the Full BRT Alternative is noted for the

record.
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Response to Comment H12

Please see the responses to Comments C20-2 and G82-4.

1 would also put buses in mixed traffic, T

2 The MTA Environmental Impact Report states that the zuurd
3 impact would be worse aslong the Oxnard alignment than aleng

4 Chandler. Chandler, by the way, is only group herxe is a

5 mile and 2 half of the route -- only a mile and a half.

6 They spent 20 years trying to block this, and we've been

? denied a rapid transit thing. The T84 is rapid gridlcck,

] not rapid transit. That ig not an alvernative.

9 Ipproving the quality of life for all will require

10 public -- better public transportakion, and the time ia now.

22 MR. FASANA: Thank you. Rubin. Tom Rubin. He does not

22 appedr to he present at this time,

13 We rnow move back Lo those that oppose, and we will

14 continpue through 4:45, %he first will be Frivz Friedman.

15 ©Oh, Tom Rubin is here,

16 MR. RUBIN: Always nice to be here for open mike night

17 at the MTA.

18 The whole advantage that is purported for BRT is Hi2
19 one of gpeed. And the EIS we see 28.8 minutes for BRT
25 versus 50 for Rapid bus North Hollywood to Warner Center.
21 This s not a valid comparison,
22 First of all, nowhere in the EIS is it disclosed
23 that the Rapid bus time frem North Hollywood o Warner

24 Center includes the time 2o take the Red Line from North
25 Hollywood to Universal Cirty where you cateh Rapld bus.
59
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The 29 mile an hour operating speed for BRT is
impossible, Let's compare it to the Red Line. The Red Line
hags a completely geparate right-of-way. It does not crogs
any grade, any streets anywhere, The BRT has low dpcaed
sections at each end and a 35-mile-an-hour limitation on
Chandler. 1t has several other places in a normal trip
where it will run into a red light., The acceleration --

MR, FASANA: Mr. Rubin, I'm going to need to ask you to
conclude in 10 seconds.

MR. KUBIN: The acceleration of a rail car iz far higher
than a bus, ard the rail car has a top speed on the Red Line
of 75 miles an hour.

How can Rapid bus do 29 when tha Red Line does 30
miles an hour? It can't. There is8 no 22 mile ==

MR. PASANA: Mr. Rubin, you're taking away from another
speakers here. If you are written comments you want to
leave for the record, you may do so.

MR. RUBIN: Here they are. I have additional coples for
those that are interested., Thank you.

And the other minor problem, of course, will be the
thousands of people that will be invelved in accidents along
the way. Thank you.

MR, FASANA: Mr. Friedman followed by Tom Paterson.

MR. FRIEDMAN: Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, I
resently heard 2Zev Yaroslavsky guote his hero. Ladies and

¢
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gentiemen, 1 recently heard Zev Yaroaslavsky quote his hero,
Jaire learner mayor of Cortiba, Brazil,

Mayor Learner told Zev, Have the courage Lo pursue
the simple ideas. No {dea is simpler than the enhanced TSM. Hi3
No idea is simpler than a Rapid bus available on every
streer for everybody going everywhere.

Yes, aftar the years wasted and the millions
squandered in pursuit of the right-of-way BRT, it will take
much courage for yeou, ladies and gentlemen, to admit if, but

no idea is simpler than the enhanced TSH,

Quit threwing good money afrer bad, and we will
applaud your courage.

Jaime Learner alse seld there is no undeavor more
noble than the attempt to achieve a coilective dream, When
a City accepts as a mandate ivs quality of life, when it
respects the people who live in it, those people share the
responsibility for that mandate. And this shared cause iy
the only way to achieve that collective dream. Please keep
our dream lifestyle alive, don't create a nightmare.

MR, FASANA: Thank you.

Tom Paterson follewed by Chuck Witham.

MR. PATERSON: I°'m Tom Paterson. I am chairman of the
Land Use and Transportation Committee of the Valley Village
Homeowner's Association. Valley Village already has bug
service on Chardler.
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Response to Comment H13

The commenter’s preference for the TSM Alternative is noted for the

record.
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H14

I would like Lo suggest that the MTA adopt what we
did 15 years ago and set up a citizen committeo much like we
did for the subway. The citizen committee of 45 to explore
this TSM alternative. That seems to be the only way to
bring public transportatizsn improvement to the valley.

All you’ve managed To do in the last few years is
create more controversy and divide more communities. We
need solutions to cur public transportation dilemma. Turn
this process over to the people who will come up with the
preper solution. Thank you.

MR, FASANA: Okay. Director Yaroalavsky. This will not
count against your time.

MR. YAROSLAVEKY: Tom, the Valley Village Homeowner
Asgociation recently wrote me a letter in which they
indicasted a support for an option that would put the buscs
on the portion of Chandler between Lankershim and Ethel on
the street, thus, landscaping the median for utilizing the
street for the buses and then connecting to the right~-of-way
past Ethel,

Is thay =--

MR. PATERSON: 1I'm speaking for myself. I identify
nyself merely as chairman of the lLand Use Compitter., 1I'm
speaking for myself as an (ndividual, and shanks for giving
me the extra time to clarify that,

MR. FASANA: Thank you, I want to express appreciation
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Response to Comment H14

The commenter’s preference for the TSM Alternative is noted for the
record. A citizen’s committee will not be established to determine the
choice among alternatives, however.
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Response to Comment H15

Comment H15-1

Please see the response to Comment CS-5.

Comment H15-2

| for sticking within your time limits., You're doing a great

2 job. &And I think we have a chanca to hear most of you, P]casc see the response o Commem C5-7
3 maybe all cf you, if we keep things moving.

4 Ke'll go to Chuck Witham followed by Vivian Alonso

5 ine follewed by Sally Mellen.

B Vivian ¥ine, are you --

7 M5, PINE: I'm here. 1°'m here on behalf of the Tarzana

3 Property Owner's Associatien, and 1'd like to request five

9 minutes to read & letter that was prepared,

10 MR, FASANA: Yeu can submit the letter, but 1'1} give

11 you one minute, and you can also submit the letter.

12 MS. PINE: Okay. ULet's see, there's significant number

13 of analyses made in the DEIS/R to which we take exception; H15-1
14 noteworthy ones include parking. The assumption that

1% transit patrons will only seek parking at stations at

16 designated lots ix nonsense. A more reasonable assumption

17 is that a significant number of patrons will seek parking on

18 major streets adiacent in the neighborhcods.

19 Bus/pedastrian accidents, section 22.3.3 of the His-2
20 DEIS/R indicates that the pedestrian bike way portion of the

21 corridor would be separated from the busway by a picket
22 fence. TIf g0, that should provide some level of protection

23 against pecple especially children wandering cnto the

24 buaway, Ne mechanism is described to a strict access to the

25 busway from the statlions, howsver.

63
San Fernando Valley page 7-838

East-West Transit Corridor
xxf EISEIR



Group H - Los Angeles County MTA Board Workshop

10
11
12
13

14

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

28

H15-3

Noise and vibration, the discussion of the time
averaged by noise measurements prasented in the DEIS/R is
confusing, & point made earlier by speakers on June 2ist
public meeting.

Neighborhood cohesion, development of the BRT

corridor weuld split {nto two communities through which it

passes.
H154
May ! reguest about 30 extra seconds?
MR, FASANA: Give you 10 seconds, and you can submit ths
letter. Thank you.
MS. PINE: Some of the neighborhoods particularly the
Chandlex area or Melody Acres, residential, agricultural
zoned arxeds of Tarzana are axcullent examples of the
cohesiveness possible in the neighborhoods.
Ko feel primary aspects of the solution should
H15-5
include a not at-grade level cast/west vallay rapid transit
corridor, direct connect activity of the corridor to the
Metro Red lLine, complation of the core rapid transit system,
including a route that goes over the hill to the 40% perhaps
along the Sepulveda Boulevard alignment,
MR. FASANA: Thank you.
Re're qgoing to continue with Sally Mellea followed
by -~
M8, PINE: Thank you.

MR, FASANA: Donna Schwalin followed by

64

Comment H15-3

Please see the response to Comment C5-8.

Comment H15-4

Please see the response to Comment C5-9.

Comment H15-5

The commenter’s preference for a grade-separated facility is noted for the

record.
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Response to Comment H16

The commenter’s opposition to any project is noted for the record.

1 Hans Reichenbach. H16
2 M8, VMELLON: My position hasz already been spoken for,
3 that neither Chandler nor Oxnard is appropriate. But what
4 concerns me as much is the fact that we have been pitted
5 Oxnard against Chandler, Chandler against Oxnard. There is
6 something very sad that we are tighting each other.
? They'’re supposed to be -~ you know, it’s difficult
3 for ma to even talk. I pick up the paper, and ! read that
9 the orthodox people are creating this terrible problem and
10 that religious pecple are creating this terrible problem. I
11 find it difficelt to even to speak in this micrephone
12 thinking that this committeu who i3 trying to solve a
13 problem has pitted one people against another pecple.
14 If it happens == I'm embarrassed to say that I go
1% to tha aynagogue there bzcause I have thia nare of orthodox
i6 and I'm causing all of these problenms.
17 Do you have any idea what it i3z that you really
18 have done? 1 think you ought to think aboul that.
19 MR, FASANA: Denna Schwalin followed by
20 Hans Reichenbach followed by Aron Tendler. And if I
21 mispronounce your names, [ certainly apeolegize.
22 AUDIENCE MEMBER: I've dcnated my time,
23 MR, FASANA: T don't believe I've called your name yet,
24 so0 1 had Denna Schwalin, 1 believe.
25 AUDIENCE MEMBER: Donna just left, and she gave me her
65
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time (inaudible),

MR, FASANA: That will not work, 1If you have signed out
a separate card =-- Hans Reichenbach followed by
Aron Tendler,

MR, REICHENBACH: 1 have developed a plan for express
bus travel on Ventura Freeway that would ba an alternative
to the bus corridor. When you compara these two projects,
you will see that the freeway bus travel {s a much nore
practical solution of solving this problenm.

1 have it here in writing, and anyone who likes to
study this project is welcome to come to me and get & copy
of my material.

MR. FASANA: Aron Tendler followed by, I beliove {t's
lrving Feinberg followed by --

UNIQENTIFIED SPEAKER: Steinberg. Irving Steinberg.

MR. FASANA: Irving Steinberg followed by Shirley
Friedman.

‘MR, TENDLER: 1Irving Steinbery and Aron Tendler. I'm
the Rabbi at Shaarey Zedek. Irving Steinberg is the
president. A piece of paper was subpitted == a yellow piece
of paper -- requesting eight minutes. We are -~ a number of
the other people have contributed their time to allow us to
speak as a group.

UNIDENTIEIED SFEAKER: We pulled out five names to allow
them.
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H17

Response to Comment H17

The commenter’s views on transit service are noted for the record.
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1 even the MTA, God forbid, being an evil entity; they're not,
1 MR, FASANA: Okay. VYou'll have the eight minutes,
2 I look at the Board members who are atill here
2 MR. TENDLER: Myself and Trving Steinberg will represent
3 especially Zev who is a very good friend, and you're talking
3 Shaarey 2edek. Thank you.
4 about people who have devoted their lives to public service.
4 I actually -- @'m going to do this without notes
5 And I specifically include Kevin Michel and his stasf as
5 because it's something which has been under discussion now
6 well. They've devoted thefr lives to public service, and
6 for quite a while.
? they deserve tremendous credit for that.
71 1 wanrt to talk to the fssue of NiMBY-ism, 1 want
8 Part of the problem i{s that we ger stuck in this
B o talk to tha fssue of NIMBY~ism and explain to you what I
9 box, and that is that we see, a solution: and thar solution
5 mean by that. The reason why there is NIMBY-iam is because
184 becomes the selution. There's a famous moralist ethicist
10 you don't give much after an alternative except to have
11 from the 19503 a Jewish moral ethicist named
11 that, 1f you present me with one of two alternatives, I
12 Rabbi Deslor who made the following insight, that as soon as
12 have to choose one aver the other, And we fell into that
13 a thought enters your mind, come bias to that thought.
13 trap in the beginning of this process.
14 Now, 1 say the same thing as about myself. But
14 Subsequent, when it became clear %o us that, as
15 actually, 1 was challenged recently, and I thought about
1% Sally Mnllon pointed ocut, we were a community pitted sgainst
1 this extensively as to whether or not I would in all good
16 each other, I did have -- and many of you know that I had a
17 faith support an alternative that would reduce or
1? lunch meeting with Jim Shonrock who is the pagtor at the
i8 ritigate ~= or whatever else terms wa'd 1ike o use -- the
18 Lutheran Emanual Church on Oxnard -- which is one of the
19 impact on my community but at the same time would negatively
18 vocal «« more vocal individuals quoted in the paper at the
. 20 impact a different community, The answer is I wouldn't do
20 beginning of this process -~ and the two of us spoke and
21 that. H18-1
21 realized rhat we had doene just that, He had each fallen
22 T don't have any desire to negatively lupact any
22 into the trap of geeing the other as the enemy, and we're
23 community. Certainly the 14 miles represented at this
23 past that.
24 meeting, this entire route, you have representatives from
24 We shook hands over lunch realizing that we spaak
25 Tarzana, from Woodland Hills; you have according the entire
25 from the same voice, realizing that it's not o question of
68
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H18-1
cont'd
length of the corridor s here to protest what appears to ba 4+

a single solution on the backs of our community.
¥We've thought this through, and 1 don't know
whether or not the enhanced TSM is the only solution, but I
do also echo what was said earlier. The process should be
one where we start from square one which is we have a
preblem called transportation. What are the sclutions?
The solutions aren't just that we have a nice

eirple idea of a corridor. Let's think this through again,

Let's roview all the options. There's some very bright
pecple out there who are not part of the profeassional staff
of the MTA, don‘*t have all the figures and the

nurbers == but do have some quite creative ideas and are
willing to work.

And the most important thing is -~ and all of you

H18-2

knew this because this is your job ~-- you know this as
politicians and as business people that you build coalitions
by including them in the process, not by offering them the
them the alternatives.

1 remenber when 1 have to choose for myselfit, for
my family on any given situation, the worst thing is having
a thousand solutions. The easiest thing is having two. Hut
that's $o0 long as both solutions solve the problem. So you
cheoosa which one sclwes the problem the best.

Unfortunately neither Oxnard nor Chandler solves

69

Response to Comment H18

Comment H18-1

The commenter’s preference for the TSM Alternative is noted for the
record.

Comment H18-2

The commenter should note that an extensive effort has been made to solicit
the opinions of community members throughout the entire multi-year
process that has led to the present project. The alternatives that were
presented in the Draft EIS/EIR and the selection of the Locally Preferred
Alternative reflect not only the technical analyses that have been conducted,
but also the public input that has been received.
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Response to Comment H19

Comment H19-1

See the response to Comment C11-11A.2.

1 the problem of transportation in the valley. I mentioned at
2 a3 previous meeting at Supervisor Yaroslavsky's office that

3 what was missing was a vision of the future. Now, part of

4 that was presented by Kevin Michel sarlier. However, 1 do

5 like to challenge that to say that a lot of that vision is

6 really not the purview of either myself or even of the MTA,

/ There are many other agencies in this city soretimes vying

8 for powsr, sometimes {n conflict with each other who have to
9 be part of that prozess of crearing a vision of

i0 transportation for the entire region,

11 You present us with something which is intelligent,
12 integrated, comprehensive, 1 can deliver you the entire

13 length of the 14 miles to be behind you thousands and

14 thousands of citizena who will applaud you for your insight,
15 for your vision, and for the solution to a problem that

16 affects all of ux and that bothers all of us.

17 Thank you.

18 MR, STEINRBERG: ¥r. Chairman, thank you for the

19 cpportunity to aspeax. I'm Dr., Irving Steinberg, and I
20 usaally speak as a member of the USC and county hospital
21 medical communities, but I'm speaking today as president of
22 Shaarey Zedek congregation.

23 As the synagogue president, I have o be a man who
24 has many beliefs, so let me share a few of Zhem, I balieve**1g-1
28 that the MTA has already made up its mind regarding the 1
70
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Chandler corridor. After all you're calling it the
preferved route. 1 will believe that the ridership numbers
that you propose for this project and I even believe that
when I'm told that they are underestimated. This ridership
will not come from along Chandler Boulevard and for many
miles west of Coldwater Canyon.

I belijeve you will bring this ridership in through
enhanced north/south bus tranait to feed this corridor what
{r could not ingest by itself.

I believe that, in fact, you may cut off other
casgt/west long rides in order to feed this particclar
corridor because you don‘t want to see $280 million go down
the drain as 3 wasted project.

1 did not read any suggestion of & rail
system == twe mare minutes?

MR, FASANA: 1 think we had five bafore; f{a that
correct? So about two more.

MR, STPINBERG: [ cannot read any suggestion of a rail
aystem that must by law be in -- be put in in 10 years after
the bhusway according to California Code Section 2701.6 with
monies for the purchase of the right-of-way being derived
fromw Prop 108 mandating rail, not bus,

with due respect to Mr. Carnevale, the prolect
actually says and the proposition acrually said passenger
rall and clean afir bond act of 1990. Rail is the operative

n

L 3
H19-1

cont'd

H19-2

E

H19-3

Comment H19-2

Please see the response to Comment F16-7.

Comment H19-3

Please see the response to Comment C9-2.
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Comment H19-4
Please see the responses to Comments B1-32, B1-36, B1-37, and C9-3.

E— 1 H19:3 Comment H19-5
contd
2 But in your encouragement to overfeed this The commenter’s preference for the TSM Alternative is noted for the
3 particular corrider, you in fact will defend putcing in a record.
1 Light rall that will put our community at even greater risk
5 and Qetriment,
6 There was no discussion of the Tujunyga Kash and how
7 busway has to be at least a mile or lenger beyeond that
8 Tujunga Wash or away from it and really nothing about His4
9 pollution and noige as it relates to the wildlife preserve
10 along the flocd control =onec.
1t Now, gome of you minimize the ideas within the
12 federal government's liveable community standard and itx
%3 required snhancements as & hindrance to your goal, 1 know
14 you do rot want to ignore local and state and foderal laws
15 and standards. [ cannot ignore the MTA's statistics of
16 avcidents and will net even ignore Diann Corral's, The idea
17 re put it on Chandler is not going to do anything but
1B convert the number of acclidents, but the accidents wilil
19 xtill be great,
20 In some ~- this is not collateral damage Lo your
21 preject, but a real tragedy for all of us living along the
22 carridor,
23 The siwth largeat populace in the country deserves
24 better than the 44th ranked transit system., An enhanced TSM 1H19-5
2% sirategy will not burden a singular community but will
22
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H19-5

increase the liveability for all in the valley. 1 believe 1cont’d

that, and I believe you will do the right thing., It is your
obligation, and I am here really representing the community
of greater iaterest, not singular interest.

Thank you very much.

MR, FABABA: Shirley triedman followed by Bruce Weil.
MS, FRIEDMAN: Good afternson. [ am proud te have been
a Loa Angeles city commissioner appointad by
Mayor Riordan for the last eight years, and ['m basicvally
here to deliver tws letters, one that was delivered from
Jirmy Hahn and ancther one by Howard Berman, which you all
have copies of.

My basic interest is ve please agk the three
appnintees of Mr. Riordan, Mr. Bernsor, Mr. lLegaspi and H20
Mr. Walden to please set aside your vote and allow Mr. Hahn
to be part of this board and to be part of this process,

You cannot vote Dick Riordan's wishes on this Board. He's
no longer the mayer, And I's a very blyg fan of
Dick Riordants, and 1 did not support Jizmy Hahn., 1'm just
asking that it be fairx to let Mr. Hahn be on the Board and
lot his people make the decisgion of the city that he is now
the mayor of.

MR. FASANR: Thank you.

Bruce Weil followed by Candie Schuwartz,

MR, WEIL: Good afterncon ladies and gentlemen., Ny name
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Response to Comment H20

The comment is noted.
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is Bruce Weil, I'm 1iving in the county of H21-1
los Angeles for the last 23 years. 1 am used to public
transportation, and this is nol an answer. This will not
work. This will not put pecple onto buses. It will divide
nelghbarheeds,
In New York public rransportation unites
reighborhoods. It does not divide neighborhoods.
Thank you.
MR, FASARA: Thank you.
Candie Schwartz followed by Judy Jacobs.
AUDIENCE MEMBER: Do I only nave one minute?
MR. FASANA: Who are you?
AUDIENCE MEMBER: (Inaudible).
MR. FASANA: Do you have someone that's yoeing to speak
on your hehaif?
AUDIENCE MEMBER: {Inaudible}.

MR. FASARA: Okay. A this point when you can work that

AUDIENCE MEMBER: ({Inaudible}.
¥R, FASANA: Okay. Plecase come forward.

MS. JOSEFH: My name is Rachel Joseph, and I'm

H22-1
representing myself., My opposition to the proposed busway
is based upon the fact that the plan is inferfer. The
statement {8 supported by the MTA's own 1996 east/west
transportation study at which time the busway was ranked :
74

Response to Comment H21

The comment is noted.

Response to Comment H22

Comment H22-1

The commenter’s opposition to the project is noted for the record.
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jast amang all available options and was totally eliminated
as an opticn while fornmer Mayor Riordan introduced a
resolution to vLhe NTA calling for rail fn the valley as it
was the most regionally scund optlen.

No one in this room should now beliove that this
proposed busway is the best option that's available to us.
Indeed it's the least effective and the most envircnmentally
detrimental option.

The population of the valley warrantg that the MTA
look at all of the communities of the entire valley, not
just the needs of the Warner Center develupors.

Transportation equity should be extended without
regard to race, coler or national origin. This proposad
busway is not an equitable solution, and we cannot git by
while the HRT option is implemented against our will and the
majority of the people of the valley.

The EIR has ftailed 1o meet its burden. The
Calitornia Supreme Court recently held that an EIR must
discuss and thoroughly amalyze all reascnable alternatives
to a proposed plan; and the MTA has not met that burden.

1 strongly entreaty the MTA Board to step back and
re-evaluate all the populations Including the TSM cption.
It's essential rhat our growth in our suburbia communities
seeur with an erphasis on maintalining our present quality of
life. This translates to requesting that the MTA Board take

7%

H22-1
cont'd

H22-2

Comment H22-2

Please see the response to Comment C11-11.B.1.
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Response to Comment H23

Please see the responses to Comments C5-9 and C9-1.

1 a huge step back and begin to work with all of the

2 cormunities of the San Fernando Valley to help develop

3 strateqgies, to accomplish smart growth with smart

4 transportation changes while still protecting and

5 maintaining our liveable communities.

5 Thank you very much,

? MR. FASANA: Victoria Rodriguez followed by

8 Cleo Harper followed by Shraga Silver.

92 This is vne of the reasons why we do ask to hold

0 the applause down because it does allow more people to speak
11 within the time alletted.

12 Victoria Rodriguez, Cleo Harper, and Shraga Silver,

i3 M&. RODRIGUEZ: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.

14 My name is Victeria Rodriguez. I live in the south Winnetka
i% neighborheood, and I'm a neighborhoed block captain, H23
16 The Envircnmental Impact Report does net accurately
17 raeflect the significant environmental impact of the BRT on

ig astablished neighberhoods of single-family homes in the west
19 San Fernande Valley and elsewhere along the route.
20 A dedicated busway close to single-family homes and
21 schools would change the character and quality of life in
22 our comnunities.

23 Az we talk with neighbors about the BRT proposal,
24 they convey concerns about crime, alr pollution, noise
25 pollution, rrafflic congestion north and zouth, bottlenecks @
76
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at intersection, 33 of them at-grade along the route.
They're also concerned about pedestrian and automobile
safety.

And last but certainly not least plummeting
property values. Our residents are unenthusiastic about
1iving close to what i3 now being called the proposed -- the
newly proposed crire 2cone in an effort re mitigate noise. A
sound wall which will be canstructed five feat from our
aingle~family homes will create an alley. That has been
named crime alley.

$285 million {or one dedicoted route which would
disrupt community life for 14 miles and does not serve the
greater need --

MR. FASANA: Please conclude. 1'm going to give you 10
seconds, and 1'11 ask you to submit your statement,

MS. RODRIGUEZ: -- of the valley. Thank you. We urge a
*no" vote on the BRT, a "yes™ vote on the TSM. Thank you
for your anticipated considerarion of the significant
impact -~ neqative impact of the BRT.

MR, FASANA: fThank you.

Mr. Harper. Shraga Silver.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: ¥Nr. Silver left. (Inaudible}.

MR. FASANA: ! have his name here %6 he may speak.
Please come {orward.

MR, ABEND: My name i3 Rabbi Aaron Abend, and I am the

T

H23
cont'd
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Response to Comment H24

Further review of the project in the vicinity of the cited property has
determined that a taking of the Chabad Synagogue will not be required.

1 rabbi of thas Chabad Synagoque on the corner af Chandler and
2 Ethel. H24
3 Mot to repeat and waste anybody's time as it

4 relates 1o the more glcbal issue of the worthiness of the

S BRT, 1 weuld really like to simply address & personal issue,
6 And, 1 say personal, {t's the congregation 1 represent. On
7 the Board we were ¢ne of the sales that said eight of the

B acquisitions and hence the MTA (s looking to acquire our

98 synagogue.

10 Hagically, Chandler is not zoned for synagogues.

11 We have been grandfathered {n over there, There is no place
12 for us o meve., Poople that pray to us -=- pray with us, 1
13 should say, 4rxe there because they walk and they live there
14 in walking distance. 5o agaln that's the personal iesuc as
15 it relates to our synagogue, and then thore's the global

16 issye as it relates to the worthiness of this whole

17 vorridor.,

18 Thank you.

19 MR, FASAMA: Thank you.
20 MR, YAROSLAVEKY: Kevin, if you can just held their time
21 on this., T fust want to ger this clarified in my mind,

22 Thig is an issue that has arisen in the past on this

23 particular property, the Chabad Synagogue which {8 adjacent
24 to the right-of-way.

25 New, I've gone by there specifically to look at

78
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25

this at least a half a dozen times and my questiocn to you
is, is it absolutely necessary from the MTA's point of view
to acquire that property, or is there a way in which that
synagogue could remain? Because there is, as 1 eyeballed
it, considerable distance between -- 1 mean the width before
you get ro the actual synagegue.

Is it possible to run the busway withour acquiring
the syrnagogue? We included in the EIR the worst case
analysis and we did include the Chabad as a possible
acquisition in that analysis. Bu: I do agree with you that
if the Chabad is == would like to stay there, I think that
there ix the room to work cut a solution where we could
allow them Lo do that and with this sound wall approach
we've baen Lalking about eaven give them 3 little more land
than they have now to work with.

Sc the pericd at the end of this sentence is there
has been no recopmendation -- or you don't view this as a
rescrnendation at this point to acquire the synagogue., Iu's
a worst case scenario but not neceasary from your
professional point of wiew. All right. I think that's
something that we're going to have to -- if it goes
further -- that we'll have to address, and I just wanted to
assure the rabbi that that's something we've taken a look at
very aeriously.

Thank you, Xevin,

79
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Response to Comment H25

The commenter’s preference for the TSM Alternative is noted for the

record.
1 MR, FASANA: Okay. Ar this point we will continne with
2 Petra Durnin, Richard Hilton, Anne Greenfield and then Jerry
3 Burg. Please come forward in that order.
4 MS. SALING: My name is £lle Saling, and I'm going to
3 take Petra Durnin’s minute, as well. She's just given it to
6 me. Sha's back here,
k4 MR. FASANA: Okay.
k-] MS. SALIRG: And Anne Greenfield, as well. Fabulous. I
9 did not know. I will not take three minutes. Thank you.
10 Ladiea and gentleren of the Board, today you have
11 heard from the residents and pecple of the San Fernando
12 Valley about our concerns about our communities., The people
13 that are against this that you've heard {rom are the
14 taxpaynra; we are the voters; we are the people that will
15 use this system or we are the people who will not use thisg
16 systam.
1? The peoples who you have heard from today that are
18 for it are the davelepers and businesses of the communities
19 out near the Warner Center. These are the people, us, the
20 pecpie of the San Fernando Valley that the Board and elected
21 officials are brought in to serve. It is our wishes, it is
22 our demands for you to do this., We need relief in the
23 valley. There's no doubt about that and you know what? WRe
24 really need it now. H25
28 Listen to what we have to say. Look at the l
80
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1 proposal for the enhanced TSM. A lot of information went H25
2 into that. It's much better thar the expensive and useless cont'd
3 route, $28% millicn project that only covers 14 miles.
4 Ask the MTA to go back to the drawing board, demand
5 they will on our behalf, that they come with the solution
6 that is squitable for the people of the valley, the
1 residents ¢f the valley, the businesses of the valley and
8 the future of the valley.
9 1t's not about today, ladies and gentlamen. It's
10 about what we're geing to do in 20 years. Not 20 years.
11 We're a really big community. It’s about what we're goiny
12 to do in 50 years.
13 New York city put in a subway system over 100 years
14 ago that i3 still servicing the needs of thal growing
15 community. Thie is whar we deserve in the valley. This is
16 what we demand in the valley, and this is what we are asking
17 you to coensider. Don't let politiecs -- cdon't let deep
18 pockets of develepers -- don't let that sell cut the paople
19 that live there, have children to live there, ralse their
20 chlldren there and will die there.
21 Thank you.
22 MR, HILTON: Hi. I'm here against the prcposed busway.
23 MR, FASANA: Please state your name.
24 MR, HILTCN: Richard Hilton.
25 MR. FASANA: Thank you.
491
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1 ¥R, HILTCN: And I want to point our that
2 Kewin Michel himself has used a couple words to describe
3 this busway today pointing cut what's exactly wreng with it.
4 He has called it a specific niche, and he has referred to it
13 as being exclusive. We need bus -- Rapid bus transportation
[ for every single person {n the valley. If you gec out of
7 your house and if you can't go down to the corner and pick
a up the bas, you are not going ro use {t. We need
] wranaportation for everyone.
10 He also referred to the propesed busway as
11 connecting the dots across the vallay. The ScHo distriet,
12 the colleges and Warner Center, those are not the dots of
13 the valley. The dots of the valley are every single person
14 who livea there whoe wants Lo take a bus and whe nceds to
1% take a bua.  It's the -- an expanded TSM ia the only win-win
16 gituation, and rhat's the one you need to go back and work
17 on,
i8 MR, FASARA: Jerry Burg followed by Judith Kasdan,
19 Arncld Beyman, Louise Latham,
20 MR, BURG:; ladies and gentlemen, I appreciate the
2% opportunity to speak to you who have a difficult decision to
22 make. This proposed bus rapid transit plan will create a
23 bus freeway through the heart of the San Fernande Valley, I
24 oppose this freeway because {t will create nightmares,
2% traffic preblems at every intersection it crosses and pose
82

H26

H27-1

Response to Comment H26

The commenter’s preference for the TSM Alternative is noted for the
record.

Response to Comment H27

Comment H27-1

Please see the response to Comment C5-9.
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sexious hazards to the satety those who must cross this
freeway.,

The Chandler Boulevard segment, the bus freeway
will run through the heart of my community. Thousands of us
walk to synagogue Friday and Saturday over the year and on
all Jewisgh holidays.

Mr. varoslavsky's revised plan to use the Oxnard
Street altarnative on the weekends will not solve this
preblem,  There are dozens of other holidays that the plan
does not account for as these holidays do not fall
conveniently or: the weekend but on weekdays on different
dates of the year.

The MTA would have you believe that the buses on
the Chandler segment of this busway will not cxceed 35 miles
per hour.

How exactly will this be enforced? Will a traffio
cop pull a bus over for speeding? Will the MTR punizh the
drivers for exceeding the spred linit while exhorting them
to make the run on time? There are no answers to thesas
questions because the MTA has none.

MR. FASANA: Thank you.
MR, BURG: <Can I have 15 more seconds?
MR, FASANA: 10 more seconds.
MR. BURG: Thank yeu, sir.
The vision to build a subway from downtown to the

83

H27-1
cont'd

H27-2

H27-3

Comment H27-2

The suggested use of the Lankershim/Oxnard alignment on weekends was
an attempt to address at least a part of the concern being voiced by residents
of the Chandler community. It should be noted that mid-block crossings are
being provided at two locations for use on weekdays (using conventional
pedestrian crossing signals), and on weekends using signal triggering
mechanisms that can be operated consistent with Orthodox Jewish
requirements.

Comment H27-3

Please see the résponse to Comment G78-2.
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Response to Comment H28

The environmental document specifically recognizes the unique
characteristics of the Orthodox Jewish community. The commenter is
referred to Section 4-4.3.3.

3 valley running beneath a mountain range was a great feat of
2 engineering and the MTA and the citizens of L.A. should be
3 proud of what was accompiished.
L) I ask you why did that vision die in Nerth
5 Hollywood at the end of the Red Line? Why are we told to
[ look at the trangsportation model of Cortiba, Brazil, a
? secpnd-rate city in a third world country as the blue print
3 for the valley? If we are a great world class city, why not
L] find a vision to centinue the subway through the valley.
10 Please vote "no™ on the BRT plan. Instruct the MTA
11 o go back to the drawing board and come up with a great
12 solution of a great city.
13 MR. FASANA: Judith Kasdan,
14 1 would ask that we allow thoss that have waited to
15 speak the time to deliver their remarks. Will you try and
i€ hold down the applause a little bix. I undarstand thore are
17 gtrong feelings on thisx issue.
is So let's go with Judith Kasdan, Arneld RBeynan, acd
10 Louise Latham.
22 AUDIENCE MEMRER: (Inaudibile).
21 MR. FASANA: Not here. Let's move to Rabki David Adatte
22 followed by Fdward Grossman.
23 MR. ADATTO: Thank you. Good afternocn. Rabbi David
24 Adatto from congregation Yad Avrahan.
2% Any envirornmental impact study must take into 1H28
€4
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congideration the community members that make up that
soclety or that environment. And, therefors, I'm quite
disappointed that the DEIR that it does not give any real
slgnificance to the over 1,000 orthodex families that live
in the Norsth Hollywood area.

Wo are & pedestrian community, and wo reguiaxly
walk as part of our religicus freedom and part of our choice
of iifestyle from the ssuth of Chandler to north of Owxnard.
We are really one community and, therefore, the BRT would
divide our community. And that {3 the biggest impact on our
chosen environment and, therefore, 1 ask you to not go in
faver of the proposed Chandler or Oxnard busway.

Thank you.

MR. FASANA: Thank you. Mr. Grossman followed by Gino
Lupo, Ben Lantman,

MR. GROSSMAN: Thank you, My name is David Grossman,
{'ve been a resident of North Hollywoed since the last 14
yaars. 1'm a member of Rabbi Adatto's congregation, the
gentleman who just spoke.

I'm opposed to this project completely for whe
reasons stated by the rabbi and other pecple this afternscon.
But in addition I want to mention a couple of other
constituents who are ncot present today who again are not
belng considered in the Environmental Impact Report,

First of all, there's the public elerentary school

8%

H28
contd

«

H28-1

H29-2

Response to Comment H29

Comment H29-1

The commenter’s opposition to the project is noted for the record.

Comment H29-2

Please see the response to Comment G78-2.
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the Burbank Boulevard Elementary School, which ia our
neighbor. By the way we aré the new kid on the block, We
JH28-2
are == our bullding is under construction fronting on cont'd
Chandler Boulevard near Whitsett., A little farther east is
the Burbank Boulevard Elementary School, 560 public schoel
childron, K through 5, many of them walk across Chandler
Boulevard because the school's jurisdiction extends down to
Magnelia. There is absolutely no consideration for those
560 children in the Environmental Impsct Statement.

Also, at the corner of Laurel and Chandler, there
are three blg residential old age homes. Theze's the
Chandler nursing home. There's the Royal Bellingham and

there's the Valley Village Senior Apartments which have

hundreds of regidents.
what about these old people? HNow arze they going
to get around?
This entire project is a study in white. 10 years
4ge the --
MR, FASANA: Ask you to conclude. If you have written
remarks, please leave them. You've got another 5 seconds.
MR, GROSSMAN: Thank you very much. The MTA made the
decision 10 years ago. It has not been a fair process.
Thig is always what they wanted. They're left with a white
elephant, and the elephant 18 stampeding over everybody
aleng the l4-mile rcute,

86
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The MTA's own director of system analysis, Mr. Chu,
courageously agreed with this assessment. 1 call upon the
WA to rake that position to also courageously look at what
we're spending this money on and to makxe the right decisgion
to do the right thing.

A mere difference of two miles per hour in 2025
which §is what Mr. Chu said would be the difference between
using this $53 billion plan and what we’re examining today
is not encugh to destroy comrunities.

MR. FASANA: Please conclude your remarka.

MR. HERMAN: Thank you.

MR. CHARASH: Good afrernoon., 1 would like to make a
request, 1 wag given the one minute of Mr. Shimon Baxak,
and I would like to have The two minutus if it's okay.

MR, FASANA: Are you Mr. Charash.

MR. CHARASH: VYes, sir,

MR, FASANA: Go ahead.

MR. CHARASH: S0 I have twe minutes?

MR. FASAMA: Yes. You have two minutes.

MR CHARASH: Thank you.

Goed afterncon, henorable members of the Board, My
name §s Amnon Charash., 1 live right on Chandler. I'm a
merber of the Concerned Citizen Tranmit Coalition. 1°'d like
to impress upon you that this is not only a Jowish i{ssue,
This is not only a Chandler community issue. This is an

89
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issue of the entire valley, the entire -- all the
cormmunitios along this entire corridor of 14 miles,

The Daily News jungt took two surveys in the last
four weeka. And as you could have seen from these two

surveys, 80 percent of the people who oppose were strongly

opposed of the BRT. &0 percent. #We'd like you to know zhat*‘33'1

in the last few months aimest all the communities of the
valley have bheen united all in one common cause and that is
the TSM.
H
Another peint I°'d like to bring is that an EIR is
fatally defective. The numbers on which it is based are
unrealistic and mathematically impossible. Scmebody raised

the issue of the bus will have to do 535 miles an hour in

order to complete the loading and unloading and still make

the 14 milea, It's imposaible accerding to the EIR.

S¢, therefore, the project cannot legally proceed
on a defective EIR,

Second thing I'd like to tell you is the BRT will
no doubt push the compunities to the wall simply giving them
no choice but to lirigate the issue which the communities
are resolved to proceed if necessary. This will take years.
It will tie up the project for years in state and federal
courts, but we do not need to litigate it. We simply
implore upon this honorable commitzee or the Board that to
be sensitive te the needs of the communities, Don’t bring

90

Response to Comment H33

Comment H33-1

Comment H33-2

Please see the response to Comment F16-7.

The commenter’s opposition to the BRT is noted for the record.
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MR, FASANA: I missed your nape.

May I hear your name again, please?

MS. JANNOL: Goldy Janncl. 1 reguested time, okay.
I'11 start again.

My name is Goldy Jannol, 1 live in Sherman Oaks.
My family, which extends to grandchildren, lives in Valley
Village, Valley Glen. 1! am against the Chandler BR? and the
Oxnard BRT. I faver an enhanced TSM which a number of
cormunities in the valley desire.

My husband and I immigrated to the United States in
rthe *50s to seek citizenship ln a country that iz governed
by the pucple and for the people. Your process on deciding
on a routuy that is not consistent with the spirit of the
United States. This is a gevernment by a Boaxd of 13 people
none of which live in the area affected by the BRT.
Virtually none of the Board has outreach to the residents of
the valley. O©Of course, why should they?

Valley rasidents indirectly slect only 2 of 13
board members, I tell you that if a route is chosen that is
against the wishes of the valley, 1 and many others will be
passing around the petition --

MR. FASANA: Please conclude,

MS. JANHOL: ~-- for the county initiative that causes
each of the MTA Board to be an elected position,

MR. FASANA: Thank you for your time.
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H35

Response to Comment H35

The commenter’s opposition to both the Chandler and Oxnard alignments is
noted for the record, as well as her preference for the TSM Alternative.
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Group H - Los Angeles County MTA Board Workshop

Response to Comment H36

The commenter’s preference for a below-grade cross section is noted for the

record.

1 Steven Simon.

2 MR. SIMON; 1 too very much appreciate the opportunity

3 to speak with you.

4 MR. FASANA: 3State you name.

5 MR. SIMON: Steven Simon. I am speaking on behalf of

6 myself and an area of Eancino that is between Lindley and

? wWhite Oak right along Topham that faces both out onto the

8 supposed corridor and an area that would no: have any kind

9 of a sound wall.

i By the way, it was not mentioned by Kevin, a sound

11 wall were all of you is going to be a 3-foor berm and then a

12 10 footr high wall.

H36

13 I would like it to be clear what you're going to do

14 is going to last for decades, It is important. Consider

15 this arsa -~ consider right-of-way you have and how logical

16 it would be to do a study and put it below grade where it

7 doar not impede any cf the north/south traffic. Think it

i8 would be easy to build those little bridges. It's wvary,

19 very practical, and then it would ba safe,
20 The way they've designed it now it's going to be a
21 nightmare. It's not going to ke able to work.
22 I've lived in the San Fernando Valley for over 40
23 years. 1I'm born and raised here, and I'm alsc proud to say
24 i take the bus, Commute from UCLA. I wait 35 minutes on
28 Victory. Enhance the TSM as much as posaible so we can have
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more transportation on streets like Victory.

MR, FASANA: Thank you.

MR. SIMON: Thank you.

MR, FASANA: Jay Orendorff followed by
Louis Rosenberg followed by Jan Ballin.

MR. ORERDOKFF: My name is lJay Orendorff, and I'm here
to reprasent mysclf and the colleagues of Neiran-Reed Lumbar
Company. Our business {s cn the corner of Burbank and
Fulton, and it's been there since 1948.

1 don't want to give a little presentation frem a
personal point of view, but the way that I've been taught
and raised is always vo bulld {inaudible} and business
within the community of where you work and whars you sell
what it is you do.

The people that work for us come a long ways to get
there. This particular project would go right through the
middie of the lumbar yard and [ would like %o ~- one of the
things that me and my colleagues have been thinking about is
where do you creaste and get 10s of millions of dellars to
move what we've taken 53 ycars to create? How do you do
that? How do you do that and tell 50 people that work for
you that all of a sudden we got to move, and wa don't know
what we're qoing to do; we dou't know where we're going to
get the money, But this is just something we got to think
about and figure cut what to do.
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H37

Response to Comment H37

Please see the response to Comment D5.
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Response to Comment H38

The commenter’s opposition to the BRT and preference for the TSM
Alternative are noted for the record.

 § And this project, I think it needs to sit back., It
2 needs to look ar the majority of the people and create jobs
3 and create business instead cof ripping it down.

4 Thank you for your time,

5 MR. FASANA: Louls Rosenberg followed by Jan Ballin,

b Tora Maliq, Michael Garcia, Paul Ratajcrak, Bruce Nyznik.

? MR. GARCIA: Goond afrerncon. My nare is Michael Garcia.
-] I'm a resident of the valley. I live in Valley Glen. I

2 lived in the valley for 25 years.

10 1 just want to express my opposition to the full H38
11 BR? and really express my support for the enhanced BRY ~-- I
12 mean enhanced TEM.

13 I think we need more transportation throughout the
14 valley, and one particular bhus line {3 not going to improve
1% the ovarall transgportation of the valley, 1've lived in

16 Granada Hills, the far end of the valley, the north valley,
17 and as T grew up there was not a way to really get arxrocund

18 afficiently. And I think an enhapcad TSM will provida that
19 ability for more people,
20 The ephanced TSM is a more efficient way to move
21 more pecple and the TSM has no significant impact on any
22 single community,
23 Thank you.,
24 MR, FASANA: Thank yon,
25 Mr. Mallg, Paul Ratajeczak and Bruce Nyznik.
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We have polled and accepted input from all members
of the (inaudible) here by group or individually so that
concludes the input on Agenda Item 1, which is the east/west
Impact Report. That item will be before the full MTA Board
next month (inaudible) month, which is next Thursday a week
from today for consideration.

We now move to Item 4, public comment. I do not
have any requests under public comment.

The Board stands adjourned.

{The proceeding was concluded.)
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