Group | - Los Angeles County MTA Board Meeting (July 26, 2001)

Response to Comment I-1

Speaker Hertzberg’s support for the BRT, with weekend service on

1. Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority Record of Public Oxnard/Lankershim, is noted for the record.
Testimony at the Meeting of the Board of Directors

July 26, 2001

1 T think with that 1’11 close the staff report.
2 We do have our technical team available here for
3 questions. That's the end of my comments.
4 DIRECTCOR FASANA: Thank you. We will move to public
$ comment. Then we will have the actions of the board and
6 questions from directors. Let's move to our firas
7 request, would be from Speaker Robert Hertzberyg, Speaker
8 of the Assembly.
9 MR. PAUL: Hi. My name is Alan Paul speaking
1c reading a statement on the speaker's behalf this
11 mornking.
12 Dear Chair Fasana and board members, for the
13 last number of years I, along with othex
14 San Fernando Valley representatives, have bean working
15 closely with your board and staff to develop afforxdable
16 and effective transportation options for our residents.
17 Last year with my support the leglslature appxoved and
18 the governor signed AB2928 to provide almost 900 million
19 dollars specifically for county transit projects, 245
2¢ million dollars of which was designated for the
21 San Fernando Valley. Today your board is being asked to
22 approve a bus rapid transit proposal for the

23 San Fernando Valley.

24 1 strongly urge you to support your ataff "
25  recommendation endorsing the Chandler Boulevard option
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1 that these funds can be easily used for other transit
1 as the locally preferred alternative slong with the

2 technologies in the San Fernando Valley. The language
2 option of potential weekend service on Gxnard Street.

3  in AB2928 specifically earmarks the funds for the
3 Our offices have spent extensive time with the opponents

4 Dbusway. The California Transportation Commission hasz
4 and belleve that mitigations including the weekend

$  already been pushing to make sure that this project gets
5 Cxnard option, pedestrian overpass and other proposals s

6 delivered quickly and would not look favorably upon a
6 respond to the concerns while meeting our transit goals.

T  delay.
7 The mobility crisis in the San Fernanto

8 As stated above, these funds are time~limited
8 Valley, ag in the rest of Los Angeles, worsensg each day.

9 as well. You should also be aware that Assembly
5 Time is passing us by. AB2928 specifies that the funds

16 Censtitutional Amendment Four, which was just enacted by
10 must be used within two years where they will revert and 1-1 cont'd

11 cont'd 11 the leglslature on Monday and will come bafore

11 can be used for other transportation projectz, We

12 cCalifornia voters for approval in the next election may
i1z cannct afford to miss this opportunity. Approval of the

12  make it more difficult in the future to earmark funding
13 BRT {2 a step forward to the future linking the valley

14 for specific projects such as the BRT. This may be the
By | to the reglonal transportation network. The BRT will

15  last chance in a generation to improve public transit in
15  serve 20,000 passengers each day at a fraction of the

16 the valley and it is an opportunity that must not be
16 cost of rail, The recowmended option has the highest

17 missed. The BRT is safer, faster, cheaper and more
17 ridership of all alternatives, and it clearly makes the

18 reliable than any practical alternative available.
18  most sense., It will connect the North Hollywood subway

13 If you approve the staff recommendation today,
13 station to Waxner Center sexving important institutions

20 it is conceivable that the busway could be operational
20  along the way at Los Angeles Valley College, the

23 in 200%. I aak that the board move forward and approve
21 Van Huys Government Center and Pierce College,

22  this project now. Very truly, Robert M. Hectzberg.
22  Residents and commuters will benefit from a transit line

23 DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you,
23 that can be relied upon to move them across the valley

2¢ MR. PAUL: Thank you.
24 in 30 minutes today and for the foreseeable future.

25 DIRECTOR FASANA: Let's move on to Lauri Newman with
25 Your board should not be under any i{llussen
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Response to Comment I-2

Senator Kueh!’s support for the BRT/Chandler alignment is noted for the

record.

1 Benator Sheila Khuel. We will follow her comments with

2 comments [rom Councilman Dennis Z2ine.

3 MS. NEWMAK: Good morning Chair Fasana and the board !
4 members, 1 have a lexter from the senator that I would

$ like to read for you. I know you all got copies as

$ well, We malled it in a couple of weeks ago.

? “Dear Chair PFasana and board members, I am

8 writing to exptress my strong support [or the adoption of

9 BRT for the 8San Fernando East-West Transit Corridor.

10 Among the optlons considezed in the draft, EIS, EIR, 1

11 believe the best alternative is to bulld full BRT
12 consisting of exclusive bus lanes on the right-ol-way

13 from North Hollywood to Warner Center. I believe that

14 using the Right-of-Away for transzit is the best option

15 available to us., The Chandler route will not only

1€ increase capacity by using a currently unused resource,

17  but has the highest ridership among the alteznatives. 2
18 This potential is due to the ability to move
19  people more efficiently in a dedicated busway and not be
2¢ required to compete with traliic on already congested
21 streets as would be the case with the Oxnard

22  alternative. I am well aware of the concerns expressed

23 by members of the residential and Orthodox Jewish

24 corenunities along Chandler Boulevard., I applaud the

25 effoxts of the MTA staff in working closely with the
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community to address their concerns about the potential
impacts of the proposed project.

1 strongly support adding pedestrian
crossings, maintaining a lower speed through the portion
of the route, new landscaping and any other amenities
that will iwprove safety in the area. Once constructed,
the BRT will provide safer crossings for pedestrians and
¢reate an atmosphere that is beneficial to the entire
local community. The intent of the project is to
improve transit and the aesthetics of the area adjacent
to the right-of-way. 1 am confident that good planning
will allow us to do all these things. Thank you very
much. ”

DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. Councilman Zine
followed by Lisa Levy Buch with Councilwoman Cindy
Mosakowski.

NR. ZINE: Good morning. I'm Dennis Zine
representing Dennis 3ine. Board members, Mr. Mayor, my
priority fs to protect the integrity of our
neighborhoods. Although 1 realize the need for
tranaportation setvices here in the San Fernando Valley,
it's critical at this atage. I cannot support this
proposal as it stands. I continue to have concerns
about possible disruptions to the communities adjacent

to the proposed MTA busway. I intend to work with the

12 contd

Response to Comment I-3

Councilman Zine’s opposition to the Chandler alignment is noted for the

record.
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Response to Comment I-4

Councilwoman Miscikowski’s support for the full BRT is noted for the

record.
1 MTA to mitigate the concerns of my constituents.
2 The West San Fernando Valley has gone tod long
3 without adequate transportation. The MIA has worked to
4 provide many viable solutions. I appreciate and applaud
5 their efforts. However, as a public servant, it is my
13 cont'd
6 duty to guarantee the fnterests of the community are
7  protected and their concerns are addressed. I have
8 received over 2,100 signatures of constirvuents in the
9 Third District who are opposing the current proposal. I
10  will feverishly wozrk with the MTA to resolve those
11 1ssues and come up with a viable solution to this
12 critical transportation crisis. Thank you.
13 DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. Lisa Buch.
14 NS. BUCH: Good morning I'm Lisa Levy Buch with
15 Councilwoman's Ms. Mosakowski's office. As we were here
16 last Thursday, I 4just wanted reifterate our support for
17  the full BRT alternative. We need a long-term solution
18 that’s going to be efficient and really create a
19 transportation solution for the San Fernando Valley, foz
20 its residents as well as its workers which will connect
21 important centers of the valley to each other as well as "
22 to the city and to the existing rail network. This
23 project has been needed for a long time. The
24 ceuncilwoman hopes you will support it today. Thank
25 you.
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DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. We now will move into
the 20-minute block that's been allotted for those in
favor of the project. There will then be a 20-minute
block for those who oppose the project. We will start
with Dlann Corral followed by Peer Guent, followed by
Roger Christensen.

MS. CORRAL: My name is Diann Corrxal. 1I'm president
of the Laurel Plaza Neighborhood Assocfation which
represents 2,000 residents in North Hollywood. In June
I presented the MTA with a petition signed by 1,527
concerned citizens who feel that going down Oxnard is 15
not the beat alternative and that using the Chandlec
right-of-way is what is best for the entire valley.

The installation of an east-west transit
corridor that would run from Warner Center Woodland
Hills-North Hollywood Netro Center which runs into
downtown would alleviate the heavy congestion along the
101 Freeway.

My community in North Hollywood 1s in suppoxt
of this trxansit corridor as [t would help get commuters
out of their cars and onto an efficient transit system.
The followinyg are concerns and facts brought to me by
residents along Oxnard.

Since the MTA has already spent 160 million to

buy the Chandler right-of-way, the MTA is not saving 40

Response to Comment I-5

The commenter’s support for the Chandler alignment and opposition to the
Oxnard alignment are noted for the record.
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1 million in using the Oxnard route. Monday through

2 Friday when the majority of these buses will be running,
3 a large number of Oxnard pedestrian traffic consists of
4 the 6,000 childzen who attend the schools along Oxnard
S street. The schocls alony Oxnard are Laurel High

6 School, Grant High School, Aaron Street Elementary.

7 There's also an Orthodox Jewish Community along Oxnard.
8  According to the L.A.P.D. traffic repoxt for Oxnard

9 Street --

10 DIRECTOR FASANA: You're going to need to conclude.
11 We're very limited today.

12 MS. CORRAL: One last sentence, If we're going to
13  do this project, let's get right. ‘The Chandlax route
14 should be used as it is the most efficient route.

15 Please do not let a small cormunity dictate what is best
16  for the entire San Fernando Valley.

17 DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. 1I'm going tc ask that
18  we hold applause down so we can move through and take as
19  many of the comments as we can. Again, I'm going to ask
20 you today to respect the one~minute time limit so we can
21 hear from as many speakers as possible in the 20 minute
22 allocation. Mr. Guent,

23 MR. GUENT: 1've lived in the San Fernando Valley
24 for the past 25 yeaxs and the past 14 years in the

25 community of Valley Glen, a community of 29,000

San Fernando Valley “ page 7-880
East-West Transit Corridor
'ELX) EIS/EIR



Group | - Los Angeles County MTA Board Meeting (July 26, 2001)

Response to Comment |-6

The commenter’s support for the project is noted for the record.

1 surrounding L.A. Valley College. 1I've served as

2 president of the neighborhood counsel and chair of the
3 comnunity counsel.
4 Today ! am representing the 25,000 people who

5 are hoping to become dally bus tiders on the full bus

6 rapid transit system proposed for the San Fernando o
7 Valley. More of us would have been here, but at this

B point we have not been identified. Like the 150,000

% people that ride the Metro Rail to the valley to Union
10 Station each day, we will come forward when the project
11 is complete.

12 Frankly, we've been very confused by the

13  presentations made by those opposing the busway. NMany
14 say they support TSM or enhance TSM. I suspect everyone
15 in this room supports T3SM, but it is not a solution for
16  east-west transit across the valley. It is simply more
17 buses on already crowded streets. With other traffic
18 with no required stops, our cars will be faster on

15  surface streets, we will have no reason to leave our

20 cars behind and take the bus.

21 1 have two pictures of what we're saving by
22 not building this busway. I have a statement that 1

23 would like to submit.

24 DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you, Mr. Guent. Roger

25 Christensen followed by Richard Kate.
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MR. CHRISTENSEN: My name i{s Roger Christensen.
live in $herman Oaks. Chandler Boulevard has 800 cars
an hour during peak hours. This project will add seven
buses to that i{nside of an enclosed median., This is not| 7
a Berlin Wall. This i3 not a crime alley. That is pucre
hysteria. Good transit projects unite comnunities, you
knouw, make them more livable, walkable, breathable and

enhance their property values.

Five years ago in this room it was packed with
hundreds of angry homeowners who were trying to shut
down the subway to Morth Hollywood that lived up in
Mulholland Drive that said the subway was going to
destzroy their homes and the S8anta Monica mountains.
Hell, the lynch mob was wrong. e need to have these
kinds of decisions based on common sense and not
hysteria.

Do not allow the lynch mob to take away 145
million dollars of our state funds. Thank you very
much.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. Gerrxi Sawitz,
Mel Wilaon and Martha Welborne followed by Christopher
Park. HWe ask you to come forward and be ready to speak,
NR., KATZ: Thank you Chalr and members. I'm heze in
my capacity as cochaix of the VICA Transportation

Committee., VICA as you know supports the Chandler road

Response to Comment I-7

The commenter’s support for the Chandler alignment is noted for the
record.

Response to Comment |-8

The commenter’s support for the Chandler alignment is noted for the
record.
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and the busway, but we support it for reasons that
you'll hear.

Let me say briefly, the taxpayers, who we all
tepresent in one form or another have already spent 150
million dollars on the right-of-way. The governor has
provided a quarter-of-a-billion dollars to build this,
That cannot be used for anything else. 1f you decide to
study this for other alternatives, that's a
quarter-of~a-billion dollars that has been paid by taxes
by people in the 3San Fernando Valley that are going to
go assist them somewhere else, Once again, valley
residents will get short changed. Their tax dollars
have been paid. We have paid billions over the years to
the MTA in sales tax. This 1s a project that has been
studied for two decades. There is nothing new to
discuss. It is time to make a decision. It is time to
move forward. I would support and ask the board to
seriously consider and pass today the Chandler
altesnative for the busway. Thank you very much.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. Gary Sawitz followed
by Mel Wilson, Martha Welborne and Cheiatopher Park,
Again, if those that I called can be at the podium ready
to speak when the prior speaker is concluded. Go ahead.
N3. SAKITZt 1 have driven down the Chandler

right-of-way and Oxnard many times in the last week

18-cont'd
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Response to Comment |-9

The commenter’s support for the BRT project on the Chandler alignment is
noted for the record.

1 trying to understand in my heart which is the best for

2 the community and everyone concerned. Please excuse me
3  because I am very emotionally involved with this,

4 After listening to both sides all the way

5 around, Chandler, as it sits, is the only way I can see
6 the rapid transit going. Oxnard already has so much

7 traffic and is the hub of the freeway connections to the
L} 170 north and south which connects the 134, 101 and 5

9 freeway. 19
10 The accidents on Oxnatd are already over the
11 line because of these {reeway connections. On Chandler
12 there is very little traffic, therefore, very few, if
13 any, accidents and has had all the room needed for the
14 buses to have their very own lanes without any

15 congestion. Chandler is the best route. Thank you.

16 DIRECTCR FASANAt Thank you.

17 MR, WILSON: Good morning Mr. President, Fasana,
18 Mayor Hahn and board members. My nams ls Mel Wilson.
19 I'm the president of Real Estate Operations in the
20 valley. 1 speak hexe today on behalf of thousands of
21 business people and residents who zide the public

22  tzansitway. As a former member of the board, I

23  understand that you have many difficult decisions to
24 make. Today is not one of those times,

25 However, {t's very clear that we have a
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congestion problem. This problem is evident all
throughout the San Fernando Valley and throughout the
tegion., The simple solution {s to make a decision
today. Woxk with the comemunity. Mitigate their
concerns and let the public xide the systems. There ate
three overriding rcasons why we support this project on
the Chandlex Alignment, the Burbank Chandler alignment.

Number one, it's over 100 years old. It's not
new. Moat of these people were not there when this
alignment was originally ridden by people on the treight
1ines and red cars. The public paid over 160 million
dollars. 1It's the most cost~effective and high
ridership alignment that we have. I will wrap up with
this.

I thank you, Mr. Fasana. I will wrap up with
this, Many of the arguments you will hear that it’s
unsafe, religious constraints, real estate values
declining, all of these things pale when compared to the
105 freeway, to the subway and many of the other
alignments we have. I would encourage you to look at
what the professionals are telling us. We've studied
this thing to death, Llet's bufld irt. Let's mitigate
it. We will continue to work with the community to
mitigate.

1 have letters of support from & number of

110

Response to Comment I-10

The commenter’s support for the BRT project on the Chandler alignment is

noted for the record.
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Response to Comment I-11

The commenter’s support for the BRT project on the Chandler alignment is
noted for the record.

1 business folk in the community, if I could have that Ino
2 entered into the record. Gontd
3 DIRECTOR FASANA: Yes, we will have that entered
4 into the record. Ms. Welborne followed by Christopher
S pPark, Bob Garcia, Mark Edwards and Herb Pencille.
6 MS. WELBORNE: Good morning. My name is Martha
7 Welborne. I'm the project director of the Surface
8 Transit Project. In my 60 seconds I would like to
9 remind the board of a few things.
10 First we're in desperate need of rapid transit
11 throughout Los Angeles County including San Fernando "
12 valley. Secondly, you have the money to build this
13  route, and you should not take that for granted. If you
14 vote no and lose this money, you're not likely to see
15 funding again for a very long time. Next, your job as
16 an MTA board member is to provide a rapid transit system
17 for the whole county, in other words, work on behalf of
18 the greater good.
19 Other transit modes for an east-west route
20 across the valley have already been studied and have
21 been proven to not be cost-effective. We don't need to
22 study them again. If you vote no, you will be leaving
23 the valley with no rapid transit.
24 Finally, you should be very proud of what has
25 been accomplished in the last few years with the
San Fernando Valley page 7-886
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completion of the subway and the implementation of the
rapid bus., The transit world including the Federal
Government is currently loocking to Los Angeles as an
innovator. This project will expand on that success.
Please approve the full BRT option.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. Mr. Park.

MR. PARK: Good morning. I°'m Chris Park. I'm the
exccutive ditector of the Warner Transportation Office.
I represent the major employers and building owners in
the Warner Center. There are about 15,000 employees
that work there. We're very supportive of the Chandler
BRT option. Quite simply, it's the quickest option. It
would have the most ridership. The people that are
transit-dependent do deserve a quick trip throughout ths
valley floor. In my job in trying to convert people ou'
ot their cars into transit, it's important they have a
time advantage to do so. Thank you. We fully support
that.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. Bob Carcla.

MR. CARCIA: My name {s Bodb Cazxcia. [ live in Moxtl
Hollywood. 1°'m for the project and as the project was
designed. Any mirigation I'm suze will be met and
satisfy the people that are against the project. 1If you
implement, as we think you will, the new project along

Chandler I want you to consider the requests and the

111 cont'd

n2

"3

Response to Comment |-12

The commenter’s support for the BRT project on the Chandler alignment is
noted for the record.

Response to Comment |-13

The commenter’s support for the BRT project on the Chandler alignment is
noted for the record.

San Fernando Valley
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Response to Comment I-14

The commenter’s support for the BRT project on the Chandler alignment is
noted for the record.

1  needs of the Bus Riders Union when you implement tha new

2  line. Thank you very much.

3 DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. Mr. Edwards.

4 MR, EDWARDS: My name is Mark Edwards. I'm here on
$ behalf the Warner Center Association and the 35,000

6 employees within the Warner Center area. @ thank you

7  for this opportunity to once again reiterate the

a association's support for the full B8RT alternative

9 along the entire MTA right-of-way.

10 The full BRT provides the most effective and
11 realistic option available for reliable and efffcient 114
12 public transportation. It is the only significant

13 transpoxtation alternative in the MTA

14 20-yeazr-long range plan that can have any msaningful

15 impact on traffic congestion in the San Fernando Valley.

16  That's why the MTA urges the board to spprove the full

17  BRT. Thank you.

18 DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. After Nerbert Pencille
19  we'll have Astrid Logan, Liz Flozio, Seymour Rosen

20  followed by Jack McGrath.

21 MR, PENCILLE: Members of the board, good

22  afterncon -- or good morning. I°'m Herb Pencille, 1

23 tepresent the transportation committee for the City of
24 North Hollywood Charber of Commerce.

25 In 1896 the Southern Pacific Ratlroad

San Fernando Valley page 7-888

East-West Transit Corridor
'TEI¥ EIS/EIR



Group | — Los Angeles County MTA Board Meeting (July 26, 2001)

w N

L I

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

astablished a raliroad line across Chandler Boulevard.
The railroad service ended in approximately 1990. 1In
the meantime the Pacific Electric Railroad established
their own route along the Chandler right-of-way in 1811,
This rail sezvice ended in 1952.

12 million dollars has spent over the last
18 years on studies for east-west transportation across
the San Fernando Valley. NMTA now owns the Chandler
right-of-way. In spite of the opposition of a small
group of homeowners in the North Hollywood area, the
other millions of valley residente need and demand that hs
this busway ba built. Thank you.

MR. LOGAM: Good morning. I'm here representing
California State University of Rorthridge. My name is
Astrid Logam. W¥ith a population of 1.4 million, the
San Fernando Valley represents a substantial portion of
the population of Los Angeles and buses constitute the
only means of rapid transit to service it.

It has been very difficult to get significant
tfunding earmarked specifically for the San Fernando
Valley to address its transportation problema. In the
past, segments of the population would object to
proposed solutions. $ince no consensus was reached on
what to do, the money that should have yone to the San

Fernando Valley ended up being directed somewhere else.

Response to Comment |-15

The commenter’s support for the BRT project on the Chandler alignment is

noted for the record.
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Response to Comment |-16

The commenter’s support for the BRT project on the Chandler alignment is
noted for the record.

Response to Comment I-17

1 The state of California is providing 270
2 million dollars to build an east-west busway which would The comment is noted.
3 service the San Fernando Valley. A declsion, therefore,
4 needs to be made without further delay so this money can e
5 actually be applied to constzuct such a dusway.
6 Although the east-west busway may not
7  specifically aflect our students coming to California
8 3tate Univeraity of Northridge, it is definitely needed
9 and would certainly help those students. Thank you.
10 DIRECTCR FASANA: Thank you. We have five minutes
1 remaining for those in faver., Liz Florio, Seymour
12 Rosen, Jack McGrath, Cathy Maguire and John Leonard. If
13  we do not gst to your name, we will enter it into the
14 record that you were in favor of the project if you
15 filled out one of these cards. Please continue.
16 NS. FLORIO: Good morning. My name s Elizabeth
17  Florio. I'm a resident. I live at 5339 Hermitage
18 Avenue. My strest butts up againat Chandler Boulevard,
19  which will be in direct line with the bus corcidox. I
20  have listened to all the rhetoric regarding the temples.
21 I want to know why a few hundred people that are cloaked
22  into the veil of religion can make a key decision that
23 wil)l affect a million-plus people and the rest of the "z
24 valley.
25 DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. Mr. Rosen.
San Fernando Valley ) page 7-890
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MR. ROSEN: My name is Seymour Rosen. I'm a member
of the CAC. To the new members of the board and the
audience, we are mandated by the State of California.
This is to Chalrman Fasana on behalf of the CTAC. We
serve as our citizen representatives on transportation
{ssues. We have reviewed the San Fernando Valley
Kast-West Transit corridor project that is on the board
agenda on July 26, 2001. After careful consideration of
the project the CAC voted to unanimously support staff's
recommendation and recommend that the board accept a
draft EIS, EIR and approve the {mplementation of a full ns
bus rapid transit alternative on the former Pacific
Electric, Southern Pacific right-of-way including the

Chandler median as the locally preferzed alternative.

The valley population is projected to increase
by more than 380,000 people between now and the year
2020, With increased population comes an increase in
vehicle and congestion in our strests and freeways.

DIRECTCR FASANA: Mr. Rosen, 1'll ask you to
conclude. You have a limit of one minute.

MR, ROSEN: I would ask the board to approve it.
Thank you.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Just A quick plug for the citizens
advisory. Each board member does have four appointees

to that organization., 1 would urge ycu to make your

Response to Comment |-18

The commenter’s support for the BRT project on the Chandler alignment is

noted for the record.
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appointment. Jack McGrath next followed by Kathy
Maguire and John lLecnard.

MR, MCGRATH: Board members, I'm one of those
adjacent people that Councilman Zine talked about. 1
live 235 feet [rom Chandler. 1'm here to say I worked
in government for a number of years, myself, with emy
good friend Mr. Yaroslavsky. 1t's time to get off the
dime. We couldn’t pur the subway together or the light

rall together. It's something this community needs,

Valley College, Cal State Northridge. Do what's best b
for the publie., That's why we elected all of you.
Thank you.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you.

MS. MAGUIRE: Kathy Maguire, chalrman of VICA and
representing our member companies. We really urge your
support of this alignment along Burbank-Chandlexr. It
cennects all of our major centers in the valley and it
represents affordable and relisble transportation to our 120

businesses and thel: employees, over 300,000 employees
that we represent. We support the alignment. We
belleve it provides the fastest and the best opportunity

tor transportation needs for the most people. Again, we

urge your support.
DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you., Is Joan lLeonard here?

M3, LEONARD: Hi. I live in Fashion Square in

Response to Comment I-19
The commenter’s support for the project is noted for the record.
Response to Comment 1-20

The commenter’s support for the BRT project on the Chandler alignment is
noted for the record.
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Sherman Oaks. 1 want to talk about the people I haven't
heard represented in all the hearings that I've been to.
I've been to four hearings. Those are the current bus
riders,

Much like all of L.A. County, the valley fs a
two~tiered world with a growing less advantaged class
and lower paying jobs thatr is utterly bus-dependent
right now. In order to work, these individoals can
spend up ro two hours on two to four buses to make a 12
wile trip across the valley. Unteliable transportation
becomes the primary obatacle to keeping a job for so
wany pecople that can’t afford to get out ol cars because
they can't afford to get into cars.

These are less sophisticated people who number
in the thousands, but whose world dees not inzlude
hearings like this or coalitions in organizing and whose
voices have not been heard. Please don't think becauase
they are not here to speak for themsslves they are not
the most affected people by the system and that they do
not caze. Chandlex, because it is not in mixed traffic,
is the only way that will really help these people.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. That concludes the
testimony we will take for those in favoer of the project
today. We have a number of other requests to address

the board, As 1 mentioned esarlier, we had tws other

121

Response to Comment |-21

The commenter’s support for the BRT project on the Chandler alignment is

noted for the record.
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Response to Comment 1-22

The commenter’s opposition to the Chandler alignment is noted for the
record, as well as the suggested alternate route.

1 hearings and the cormunities along the alignment. We

did have an extensive board workshop last week where we

w N

heard a significant amount of testimony. 50 we will now
4 move to the input from those who oppose the project.
5 For those in favor of the project and were
6 unable to speak today, 1 will have your names entered
2 into the record as favoring the project. Actually, for
8 those who do favor the project, will you please stand.
-] We will now move to those who are in
10 opposition to completion of the busway. We will start
11 with Mark Woersching {followed by John Ulleth, Neal
12 Junnol, Daniel DiPasquo, David Randall and Marsha
13  Roseman. Again, my apology in advance if I mispronounce
14 your names. FPlease come forward and please be prepared
15  to speak.
16 MR. WOERSCHING: Good morning. My name is Mark
17  #oersching. I'm speaking on behalf of the board of
18 directors of the Valley Village Homeowners Association.
1% Our assoclation has voted to oppose the location in the
20 Chandler Boulevard median for the busway on the Burbank
21 Chandler right-of-way. Instead we favor a variation in
22 the route to have the busway and the regular Chandlet 122
23  Boulevard roadways from Ethel Avenue on the west to the
24 North Hollywood Metro Rail station., This variation will

25 enable the Chandler Boulevard median to be landscaped,
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and with a bikeway proposed by the city, so that will be
similar to and a continuity will be maintained with the
existing landscape portion of the median to the west in
Sherman Oaks.

Our association thinks it's desirable for the
atabilitvy of the Valley Village community that the
Chandler median be fully landscaped so it looks similax
to the section of the Chandler median to the wesat in
3herman Caks. The busway in the regular traffic lanes
will be less intrusive.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Please conclude.

MR. WOERSCMING: All right. We realize this will
require tha preparation of the EIR supplement. We would
tequest this project should be continued for the amount
of time nesded to prepare a supplement, Thank you.

DIRECTCR FASANA: Thank you. John Ulloth.

NR. ULLOTH: I made myself a separate box that satd
"other, ™ but you put me in the nos. That's okay. You
must vote no on this Chandler busway paving today.

Until MTA is zeady to get it right the first time and
rebuild Chandler in one of the xail modes at grade with
brief tunnelling according to the law, you must reject
the paving that occupies the same space at the same time
and blocke rail options at grade that takes a full 75

percent of the total cost of this project while all

122 cont'd

Response to Comment I-23

The commenter’s opposition to the Chandler alignment is noted for the

record.
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1 around Chandler on both sides are full of paving. It's

one of the most over-paved cities in the country.

[

If MTA will not support zail grade on Chandler
¢ all the way to Butbank Media Center multi-model and

S  Chatsworth multi-model along with a requisite tunnelling
6 along Coldwater at this time, it would be better to miss
7 this round of federal and State [unding, to direct staff
8 to give Chandler Rapid bus, which can be done for five

9 wmillion dollars per mile, and you'll find it will beat
10 the running times over existing paving. Thank you.
11 MR, FASANA: I think Neal Junnol was going to yield
12 time to Kimberly Richards. 1f she's not going to yield,
13  then she can have her turn and continue.
14 N3. RICHARDS: Good morning, Mr. Chairman, members
15 of the board --
16 MR. FASAMA: Ms. Richards, are you in favor or

17  opposed to the project?

18 MS. RICHARDS: I oppose the projsct.
19 DIRECTCR FASANA: Please continue.
20 MS. RICKARDS: I'm handing these to the board fox

21  distribution. This is a copy of the original funding
22 documentation from the California Tranaportation

23 Commission to purchase the Burbank Chandler

24 right-of-way. The pink tab highlights the page that

25 puts a restriction on the funding for that corrxidor fox
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passenger rail projects. The yellow tabs identifies the
project as passenger rail.

In addition, those particular guidelines are
conaistent with Proposition 108, the funding for which
this Chandler corridor was purchased. It is for rail
transit. tThe funding documents point that out. Further
the Robins Law says this must dbe a fixed guideway as a
subway in the vicinity of the Tuhunga Wash. This
project ia legally flawed. A bus project does not
conform with the legal guidelines for this. You must
reject the EBIR and sond it back for consideration as
1ight rail. Thank you.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. Daniel DjiPasguo.

MR. DIPASQUO: My name is Daniel DiPasquoe. I'm a
member of the Bus Riders Union. Chairman, we only have
t{va speakers today, and we hoped we would get all five
of our speakers considering how many people brought in
this 20-minute period.

Mow, just two months ago the MTA board and the
members of the MTA board that were here at that time
voted to accelerate the dismantling of civil rights law
in this country by voting to appeal the consent decree
based on the racist conservative Sandoval decision.

Now, the reason they did that is because this is an

oxample of one of the types of projects, why you would

124

Response to Comment |-24

Please see the response to comment C9-3.
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try to dismantle civil rights laws in this country
because this project is in violation of the consent
decree. The consent decree says there needs to be a
priority on bus service on existing bus linss and a
reduction of overcrowding. That needs to be the
priority. ‘this is a new construction project. This is
basfcally rail with wheels, with rubber wheels on a
fixed construction project. We encouxage the board to
put this money in the alternative proposal.

DIRECTCR FASAMA: Thank you. Nr. Randall to be
followed by Marsha Roseman, Alan Bronte, Amncn Charash

and Sheldon Walter.

MR, RANDALL: David Randall. I urge that besyond the

current plan, a phase plan to meet the curzent
transportation needs and the projected needs of the
greater future demand be incorporated in the current
planning.

I commend the selection and route alignment
which serves a large constituency of potential cidezs.
1 urge, however, that you consider the use of this zail
tight-of-way for high capacity, higher apeed rail
tzanait over the long-term, a phase plan that would use
the current right-of-way for at grade ratl and be
upgraded over time to improve non-grade crossings and

higher speed track alignments. And transportation modes

125

128

Response to Comment I-25

The commenter’s preference for enhancement of the existing bus service
located in the vicinity of the BRT alignment is noted for the record.

Response to Comment 1-26

The commenter’s preference for rail service is noted for the record.
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ought to be part of the long-term plan for any such
proposal, including as the land rights improve in value
and incorporation of a subway {n segments where
high-density ridership and values would dictate. Thank
you.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. Marsha Roseman.

MS. ROSEMAN: 1 yleld my time to Diana Liparzi.

OIRECTOR FASANA: She will be called next. So then
we will go with Alan Bronte.

MS. LIPARI: Okay. 1I'm not Marsha Roseman. She's
yielding my ctime to me and alse Alan Bronte. Also my
time is in there as well,

DIRECTOR FASAMNA: You're still going to hava one
minute. One minute.

M3. LIPARI: Okay. My name i{s Diana Lipari. I'm
chairman of €.0.5.T. 1 spoke to you all on Thursday
about our proposal which is the enhanced TSM proposal. 27
We passed out all of those various information to you.
I know we talked about it to a gzeat extent with all of
you personally.

I just want to say that time ia slipping by.

I agree with speaker Hertzberg., To wait until 2005 for
a project to be built so we bring something to the
valley just because we have the furdis because the

right-of-way is there is not the correct approach to

Response to Comment 1-27

The commenter’s support for the TSM Alternative is noted for the record.
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East-West Transit Corridor

METRO EISIEIR

page 7-899



Group | — Los Angeles County MTA Board Meeting (July 26, 2001)

Response to Comment 1-28

The commenter’s support for the TSM Alternative is noted for the record.

1  mass transportation. We could have in a year or a year

and a half ten rapid bus routes which cross the valley

w N

and which would sezve the pecple of the valley. I
4 agree, valley voters should be served with a proper
5 transportation system. This corridor is not the answec,
6 It {3 too expensive, It's not cost-effective and it
7  does not solve the problem.
8 Please, let's do what's best for the public.
9 Really serve the public’s needs. You will do that by
10 voting for an enhanced TSM, not for the BRT. 1 really
11 urge you to do that today. I have great confidence that
12 you will do what is best for the valley. Thank you very
13 much.
14 DIRECTOR FASANA: Alan Bronte followed by Amnon
15 Charash and Sheldon Walter and Marilyn Hencken. Alan

16 Bronte, Let’s move on to Alan Bronte. Alan is here.

17 Okay.
18 MR. BRONTE: Good morning board members. 1I'm Alan
19 Bronte. 1'm speaking in favor of the enhanced TSM. ||23

20 He've done an awful lot of looking at different

21 tamifications of the TSM project. Residents all along
22  the route have spent a lot of time researching {t,

23 driving routes, checking times and so forth., We really
24 feel that the BRT project is not a worthwhile project.

25 1t does not meet the time schedules that are in the EIR,
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1 And, alse, that the financial constraints are not true
2 plictures of the dollars that will be spent.

3 We actually followed buses. We drove routes.
4 That further enhanced our beliefs that the enhanced TSM
5 is a better way to go. It's more bang for the buck, so
6 to speak, and we feel all along the route that it's the
7  best way to go. That is the enhanced TSM. Thank you.
[} MR. CHARASH: Thank you. Good moxning honotadle

9 wmewbers of the board. My name is Amnon Charash. I live
10 right on Chandler. For the record, none of the people
11 who supported the bus route on Chandler lives on

12 Chandler. They don’t have to send their childien Lo

13  cross Chandler Boulevard on foot to the various schools
14 on Chandler. The valley has been -~ the communities

15 affected along this route have been united against this
16  bus ride and for the T5M. The Daily Hews has conducted
17 & survey in which 80 percent of the pecple who were

18  asked were strongly in opposition of the BRT and for the
19 TSM.

20 Anothezr point I would like to make (s the BIR
21 is flawed. The numbers on which it is based are

22 unrealistic and mathematically impossible. I imploze
23  the members of this board and the members of my

24 community, the CCTC, all implore you to do the right

25 thing to vote for the T8M, which stands for the smart

Response to Comment 1-29

The commenter’s support for the TSM Alternative is noted for the record.

Please see the response to Comment G82-4.
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move. Thank you very much.

UNIDEMTIFIED SPEAKER: Good morning, Mr. Chairman,
members of the board of commissioners, Mayor Hahn, I
want to cormend you very much for the headline that came
out in the Daily News, kill the busway. Let's look fot
other alternatives. The best idea is to continue the 130
Red Line out to Warner Center, not to have a busway.

The Red Line ig very successful. We had over 200,000
rtiders per day on average this past year. I bet if you
continue that out to Warnetr Center, you'd have a halt a
willion riders. They would be going rapid transit, not
only 35 miles an hour. So they would be going up to 70
miles an hour. That would be the best way, not atv
subway, but subterzanean and then at grade all the way
out.

Now, my suggestion is -- I testified at both
hearings before, but my conclusion s MTA staff and
consultants ¢o back to the drawing board and extend the
Hetro Red Line out, not the busway. Thank you very
much.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Marilyn Hencken followed by Grace
pPoater followed by Landon Gallaghe:.

NS, HENCKEN:

My name is Marilyn Hencken. I live in

Valley Glen. This one single corridor bus route is not

even time effective because it doesn't take into

Response to Comment I-30

The commenter’s preference for rail service is noted for the record.
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consideration that people must be bussed to this route
or driven to this route, park thelr cars, get ocut of
their cars for one single corridor. For less than the
price of this bus route, we can have 18 corridors across | 131
the valley north and scuth serving the real ridership.
It Will stop at more businesses. There are no
businesses that this stops at except Harner Center where
there is no parking. If you put it in a place like
Victory =~ we time the bus. You can drive Victory at a

rapid bus between 30 and 40 minutes and you will have no

downside to an enhanced TSM. There is no pollution or
destruction of neighborhoods, There is no bad effect.
It comes in at the great dollar cost of 20 million. You
can have 18 bus routes for the price of the single
corridor.

Rememberx, pecple have to get there., It will
cause congestion. You need more parking. The parking
is not in this EIR. There is no parking at Warner
Center. There are only 3,000 parking spaces allotted
across this toute.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you.

MS. ROSEMAN: Hi. I't the reasl Maraha Roseman. I'm 132
for the TSM and enhance T3M., I think that a single
corridor bus route {s the wrong thing for the

San Fernando Valley, The San fernande Valley doesn’'t

Response to Comment I-31

The commenter’s support for the TSM Alternative is noted for the record.
Please see the response to Comment C5-9.

Response to Comment |-32

The commenter’s support for the TSM Alternative is noted for the record.
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Response to Comment 1-33

The commenter’s support for the BRT Alternative is noted for the record.

1 really have Oxnard Boulevard or Chandler Boulevard as
2 its hub. We're much wider than that. Do you know if we
3 had two TSMs for a total of 40 million dollars, we would
4 have a ridership of 18,000 people a day, the BRT for 285
5 million dollars plus, plus, plus, plus, to a total of
6 maybe 600 million dollars by the time we're finished,
7 we'll only have 15,300 people. Let's put fast, rapid

8 buses on the streets in a grid. Our Ventura Boulevard

9 bus system is so successful right now. If we headed on
10 the other major streets, we could solve this problem for
11  a fraction of the cost. We are all for you, Mayor Hahn.

12 We hope you're with us. Thank you.

13 DIRECTOR FASANA: Landon Gallagher followed by James
14 Page.
15 MS GALLAGHER: Hi. My name is Landon Gallagher.

16 Actually, my card must have gotten mixed up because I am

17 actually for the full BRT. 133
18 DIRECTOR FASANA: I'm going to ask you -- we're

19 going to enter you as being in favor. But I'm going to

20 ask that you not testify at this time so we can be

21 respectful to both sides.

22 MS. GALLAGHER: Thank you.
23 DIRECTOR FASANA: James Page followed by Stanley
24 Call.
25 MR. CAMERON: I'm filling in for James Page. I'm a
age 7-904
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member of the Bus Riders Unioen. I jolned as a working
class member of the San Fernando Valley Community
because the bus service was 30 terzible in that area. I
will say that 1 don‘'t consider myself a less
sophisticated peraon, as somebody mentioned saxlier.

1'm very sophisticated.

I will say that it makes more sense to me to
spend 20 million dollars for a better transportation
rather than 280 million dollars for only 12 miles.

Also, 1've been commuting back and forth from L.A. to 124
the San Fernando Valley for over five years and actually
1ived in San Fernando Valley as well. To me this makes

the most sense. All the Bus Riders Union is asking is

you stand in support of the consent decree as promised.
And this project does not stand in favor of the consent
decree. It's just supporting rail on wheels. Thank
you.

MS. MADRANC: My name Cecilia Madrano. 1I'm an
organizer with the Bus Riders Union.

DIRECTOR FASAMNA: [ did not call your name up here.

MS. MADRANO: I'm sorry, 1'm going to go for Stanley
Call. This feels like 1994 when we began this fight
when MTA still spending billions of dollars in rall that
doesn’t take nobody anywhere. Halt a million people

depend on the buses every day and we are on overcrowded

Response to Comment 1-34

Please see the response to comment I-25.
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buses.

James Hahn, we want to ask you to ask your
statf to come back next month with that report on what
they could do with 50 million dollars. You could use
30 million dollars to buy 70 or 90 clean fuel brand-new
buses to better the bus system and use the other 20
million to fix the roads and prioritire the lights. You
need to kill this project, like it szays in the
newspaper. You need to reject this project. This will
cost 2080 millton dollars that will attract only 1%,000
new bus ridexrs. This is not worth it. This is a waste
of foney.

We want you to introduce a motion to support
the transit system managemant to improve tha bus system,
to expand bus service, rapid bus that doesn't replace
the local --

DIRECTOR FASANA: Sheppard Petit followed by Wanda
Solomon and Elizabeth Medrano.

MR. PETIT: Good morhing, my name ls Sheppard Petit.
1I'm a member of the Bus Riders Union. I oppose the bus
tapid transit project. Hhen buses pass me up, I've
become very frustrated because they are overcrowded., I
can't get to where I need to go. This not only affects
me, but all the disabled people and low income busg

riders of color who depend on the transit system to get

Response to Comment I-35

Please see the response to comment I-25.

Response to Comment 1-36

The commenter’s opposition to the BRT project is noted for the record.
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to where they naed to go. If the MTA will purchasa the
350 buses that the court ordered them to buy, I would
not be facing this problem. I oppose the bus rapid
tranait project because this project will cost 284
million dollars, which is money that could be used to
purchase the 350 buses to eliminate overcrowding.

The bus system in the San Fexrnando Valley
should be improved. This will dbe the beginning of
improving the bus system in Los Angeles County. This
project will be robbing funds to reduce overcrowding and
increase bus service. Also this i ignoring the consent
decree, Mayor Hahn, I ask you to consider the 350 buses
to eliminate the overcrowding. Thank you for listening.

N3. WILLIAMS: Good afternoon Mayor Hahn and the
rest of the board. Ny name iz Ruth Williams. I’m a
mexber of the Bus Riders Union.

First of all, I want to congratulate you on
the victory in the political arena. Why I{'m reslly here
is to remind you of your promise to obtaln the 350 buses
which the MTA is trying to weasel out of. They signed a
consent decree with ua and are using every ploy to
abrogate this deczee.

The fact of the matter is, this city is
bursting at the seams with a population of nearly half a

millton that's dependant on public transportation., We

137

Response to Comment |-37

Please see the response to comment I-25.
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Response to Comment 1-38

Please see the response to comment I-25.

1 need bus and more buses. Money has been allocated for

2 purchasing buses, but this money has been used time and
3 again for costly projects such as rail, et cetera, that
4 serves only a select few for very short distances. We

5  are strenuously opposed to this use of bus money and

6 insist it be stopped now. Buy us our buses now. MIA

7 withdraw your appeal from the court now. Thank you.

8 DIRECTOR FASANA: Elizabeth Medrano followed by

9 Jacquline Campos. Is Elizabeth Medrano here?
10 MS. SOLOMON: I'm Wanda Solomon. Thank you. I'm a
11 single parent. I represent the Bus Riders Union and all

12 of the children in the County of Los Angeles. Ke need

13  thoge 350 buses. Women struggle very hard svery day 138
14 with their children going back and forth on these buses
15 to various places, county places. 1I1'm also in college.
16 1 have to go long distances between Santa Monica
17 College, UCLA, all the way over to East L.A. and the
18 Valley College, by the way.
19 We need those buses xight now. He can't wait
20 any longer. 1 have rides rights, don't I, as a parent.
21 Thia is in violation of my rights as a parent to get on
22  these crowded busses with my child, no place to sit. !
23  have a right to have decent, clean buses. And I demand
24 that right now. 1'm no longer going to wait. 1I've been
25 waiting for five, six, seven, e¢ight years. How many
San Fernando Valley page 7-908
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more years will it take for you to get the message that
we need those buses right now for our kids?

DIRECTOR FASANA: Is Jacquline Campos present?

Okay. Based on how we are doing time-wise, I'm going to
allocate an extra five minutes for each side.

Tut Rays followed by Victoria Rodriguez
followed by BH Allen.

MR. HAYE3: Thank you. T didn't oppose -« I didn't
state my position at all. 1 was concerned gerting an
opportunity to speak. I agree with you, James Hahn.
You're dolng quite well 80 far, 1 hope it's beinyg done
for the right reasons. Eventually the German and
Japanese will get magnetic levitation off the ground and
hepefully on an aerial tzansitway on our city. The Red
Line trains can take a thousand people as fast as our
transit will take anyone in the city., Nagnetic
levitation will take people at 150, perhaps higher
speeds than that., If you're doing it, we're squandering
money because technology will not give the county the
kind of actual high-tech modern zight transportstion.

At any tate, a quarter-of-a-million dollars,
I'm glad you recognize that. This is simply a
construction project, the disruption, the chaox, the
same thing that happened on Hollywood! Boulevard with

construction of Red Line will take place. Only as a

139

Response to Comment I-39

The comment is noted.
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boondoggle to give contractors money for a prolonged
period of time. Prolonged period of time is how long
did it take City Hall to togethex. But Mc. Mayor, you
can't make a phone call.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. Victoria Rodriguez,
B.H Allen, Carol Wobhlgemuth, Bart Reed,

MS. RODRIGUEZ: Good morning. My name is Victoria
Rodriguez. I live i{n the Weat Valley South Winnetka
cowmunity.

First of all, 1 would like to thank you, Mayor
Mahn, Michael Antonovich for your stand against BRT.
The dedicated burway is a waste of money, The South 140-1
¥innetka community opposes it. It appears that the
public ix being misinformed. The EIR report, page 250,
describes -~ and 1 quote, "A park-and-ride of
spproximately 350 surfaces located on the Pierce College
campus.” Repeatedly, the same information appears in
chart form or with aerial photography on pages 249, 2,
dash 53, 3 dash 46 dash 47 and 48. Again, this moxning
in a map projected inside this conference room we saw
teference to park-and-ride facilities displayed before
us.

Two days ago I had a conversation with Rocky
Youny who i8 a president of Pierce College. And ¢ 140-2

quote, “There is not now and there never has been any

Response to Comment 1-40

Comment 1-40-1

The commenter’s opposition to the BRT is noted for the record.

Comment 1-40-2

The provision of parking spaces on the Pierce College campus is being
developed in consultation with the college. Please see the response to
comment E5-1.
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140-2

agreement to provide any spaces in the Pierce -~ on the y
9 P Yy sp contd

Piexrce College campus. There are no spaces available.”

DIRECTOR FASANA: Please conclude,

MS. RODRIGUEZ: Will the MTA continue to tell the
public that there is a park-and-ride facility at Pierce
College 350 spaces. We thank you very much.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. Next speaker is Jill
Habor, Mr. Allen. I believe it’s B.H Allen. Let's see,
Carol Wohlgemuth followed by Bart Reed and John Walsh.

M3. HABOR: Good morning board mewbers, Mayor. My
name is Jill Habor. I'm heze on behalf of the West
Valley Concerned Citizens Group. We are also aligned
with €.0.5.T., Citizens Organized for Smart
Transportation. Together we are a Coalition of both
east and west valley citizens. Today we share the
common goal of opposing the BRT and supporting the
enhanced TSM. The BRT iz not cost-effective, not 141
resource effective and does not solve the valley's
needs,

Since last week's meeting we have unmasked 750
additional signatures for a total of 2,100 petitions
from the west valley residing opposing the BRT and
supporting an enhanced TSM. 1 already presented them to
you, Mr. Mayor.

¥e would like to remind the board that we are

Response to Comment I-41

The commenter’s opposition to the BRT Alternative and support for the

TSM Alternative are noted for the record.
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Response to Comment 1-42

The commenter’s support for the TSM Alternative is noted for the record.

1 here for a biggar issue than the corridor. Today the

2  Dboard will take steps to construct a massive transit

3 system for the entire city of Los Angeles. The decision
4 you make will affect our city and especially the San

S5  Fernando Valley for years to come. West Valley lmplores
6 you to vote for the enhanced TSM.

7 DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. Bart Reed.

8 MR, REED: Mr. Mayor, directors, I have secious

89  concerns how this project will actually work for us, the
10 bus riders. No matter what direction the board takes

11 today, 1 would like to ask the board to direct staff to
12 select the TSN portions of this project 80 enhanced bus
13 service can be operational in the San Fernando Valley by] |42
14 Decembezr 2001 or by June 2002 with our next bus service
15  shake-ups.

16 We want to keep our transportation and funds
17  intact for the San Fernando Valley, which is the sixth
18 largest city in our country. But we have the 44th

19 laxgoest bus system. Additionally, if you do any furthex
20  developments with this project, I would urge that

21 stationa wherever practical have a public-private

22  partnership developed 20 we at least have bathrooms and
23 food facilities and other issues that will help us, the
24  bus riders,

25 It's really important to understand we have

San Fernando Valley page 7-912
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Response to Comment I-43

The comment is noted.

1  the Harbor transitway which costs close to one billion

2 dollars with 3,000 riders a day. Unfortunately, the

3 characteristics of this route are very similar to the

4 Harbor transitway. So please, please take this into

$ consideration. Thank you,

6 DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. John Walsh,

? MR. WALSH: Mayor Hahn, !'m responsible for you

8 getting elected. 1 have a group called nerds for James

g Hahn., We had 30,000 membera. You won the election.

10 Passengers against busways lining urban medians. They
11 are feeding us pablum.

12 Ladier and gentlemen, take a look at the only
13 other busway they built, the Harbor Transitway to your 143
14 axea. It's a ghost busway. Nobody takes it. The

15 contract has made money. People ask me, “When are they
16 going to open it, John? 1It's empty.” 1It's been open
17  tor four years. They had the nerve to tell the

18 synagogue, don't worxy, it says we'rs going to tear you
19  down in the EIR, but only under the worse possible
20  scenario, the worse case scenario.

21 Ladies and gentlemen, the MTA has been 15
22 years of worse case acenario. The holocaust was a worse
23  case scenario. We don't want worse case scenarlos. 1
éd want to say =- 1'11 finish by saying, Mayor Mahn, if

25  you're not sure how to vore today, this means yes
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{indicating). This means no {indicating). This means
who cares {indicating). Thank you.

DIRECTOR FASANA: We have contluded the request to
speak for those that oppose to the project. We will now
hear from another four of those that support the
project, Rick Miller, Susan Ng, Guy Weddington McCreary
and Tom Soule. Please come forward.

DIRECTCR FASANA: Mr. Fasana, I want to make you
aware we do have a Speaker of the Assembly here.

DIRECTCR FASAMA: We will bring Mr. Hertzberg up.
You will be the concluding speaker after the four.

MR, MILLER: Hello. 1'm Rick Miller, vice president
at West Hills Hospital. W®We smploy about 1,000
employees.

Two key issues in health care {s reimbursement
and staffing. Two Lissues of statfing fivst is salary
and finding nurses. Second is transportation. In
addition we have ADMD issues we need to deal with., We

need this transportation project to assist us in

staffing for health care. That's a vital need. fThank 14
you.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. Susan Ng.

N3. NG: Good morning board members, Mayor Hahn and
¢chatrman. My name £s Susan Ng. 1 represent Kalser
Permanente. We are supporting the busway project for 145

Response to Comment |-44

The commenter’s support for the project is noted for the record.

Response to Comment 1-45

The commenter’s support for the project is noted for the record.
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the folleowing two reasons.

Number one, the number one barrier to paople
getting access to health care is transportation. And
this project will help people access health care. And 1S contd
the second reason beiny is that we have a great share

viders program, however, the options are limited for all

5,000 employees. This project will certainly give them

another option. Thank you.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Thank you. Guy Weddington
McCreary.

MR. MCCREARY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, members of 148
the board. 1°'m Cuy Weddington McCreary. 1'm
transportation chajrman of Universal City Noxth
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce. The chamber aztually
supported this route since 1%11. 1t goes back a long
route, I tell you. Whatever it is, basically there was
a rail line there. There was the light rail line there,
We lost it in 1852. And by different interest groups,
remember General Motors amd Firestone killed our Red
Line. #e need it back, of course. 8ut in this
particular case we know that the problema with the
religious committees can be mitigated. They have been
in other parts of this city. Even in San Francisco they
have a light rail line within 16 feet of a synagogue.

And they love it. So it can be mitigated to meet the
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needs, We have spent 160 milllion dollars of taxpayers'
money on this route, It is good for many people, all
the people, not just the few. So with the light rail
line we fought -- oh, well,

So in conclusion I ¢ould say get behind this
full BRT. Let's support Chandier because that's the
right route and ail the facts support it. Thank you.

DIRECTOR FASANA: Tom Soule.

MR. SOULE: Board members, I'm Tom Soule. I'm on
the board of directors of Universal City North Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce. I'm also on the board of directors
and treasurer of the United Chamber of Commerce. We
represent 8,000 businesses in the San Fernando Valley.

I live and work in lNorth Hollywood. I'm very 147
much {n favor of the Chandler route. A couple of items.
According to the police department, many fewer accidents
along the Chandler route than the Oxnard route. Also
there were approximately 6,000 students that use the
schools along the Oxnaxd zoute every day. Please vote
in favor of the Chandlex route.

DIRECTCR FASANA: Thank you. Speaker of the
California Assembly Robert Hertzberg.

MR. HERTZBERG: Pretty good room you've got here
guys. I like this. Very briefly. I know that Allen

Paul in my office has already spoken. Allen Paul at my

Response to Comment 1-46

The commenter’s support for the project is noted for the record.

Response to Comment |-47

The commenter’s support for the project is noted for the record.
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oftice has alreaady spoken. 1 want to add a very few

words. Given what's happened in Sacramento and given
the legislation that we passed last year, AB2928, I
believe fundamentally that the opportunity to act is 148

now. The debate has been full. 1 think the debate has

been tair. Now 1s the time to make a decision. AB2928
specifically states the east-west -~ it calls for an
east~west bus rapid transit system, period. End of

issue. It's 145 million dollars. On Monday the
Assembly passed atter the Senate passed ACA4, That
weasure eliminates the ability of this governor or any
governor in the future if it's passed by the voters, and
I sugpect {t will be, to in any way redirect funds.

The money is available. 1t will not be

available again., 1t is use it or lose it. It was for
purposes of a rapid bus, as indicated by my staff person
who articulated my view earlier. I support the scaft

recommendation. Now is the time to act. Thank you
very, vezy much.
DIRECTOR FASANA: This concludes the public input
section of this meeting for this item. And then, again,
1 would note we did hear the requests from those that
opposed the project. And those that did not get the
opportunity to address the board that supported the

project will be entered into the record as in support.

Response to Comment 1-48

The Speaker’s support for the project is noted for the record.
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