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SCRTD. LIBRARY

INTRODUCTION

The following report is submitted to the Department
of the Interior for a determination of eligibility
of various buildings and structures along the route
of the proposed Los Angeles Downtown Peoble Mover,
in accordance with the requirements of the National

Historic Presexrvation Act of 1966 as amended.

The report consists of the following materials:

Part I. Route map showing location of
potentially eligible buildings

Part II. Technical Report describing the
scope of work and explaining the
information contained in the sur-

vey forms

Part III. Building by building analysis 'con-
sisting of a survey form, a map
indicating the location of the
building, exterior and interior
photographs, Sanborn map of the
building, and a WPA sketch of the

building where available.
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BACKGROUND

The material presented in this report represents a
distillation of a preliminary building survey per-
formed for the Los Angeles Downtown People Mover
Program in June, 1978. At that time, approximately
100 buildings adjacent to the proposed DPM route
were surveyved to determine potential sites eligible
‘for historic consideration. The survey results were
reported in the Los Angeles Downtown People Mover
Historic Resources Survey (Community Redevelopment
Agency, June, 1978). The survey and supporting
documents were forwarded to the California State
Historic Preservation QOffice (SHPO) for review in

July, 1978.

The SHPO presented a final list of buildings potent-
ially eligible for nomination to the National Register
of Historic Places on October 24, 1978. The final
list is composed of 19 structures, each ¢of which was
the subject of additional research in November and

December, 1978.

Additional information gathered about each of the
buildings concentrated cn verifying information

gathered in the preliminary survey (for example,



building dates, architect's names), expanding
information about the historical or architectural
significance of the structure, and gathering
biographical information about the architects.
Consequently the information presented in this
survey is much more extensive and detailed than

that presented in the preliminary survey.
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Note:

The following document was prepared in accordance with
published federal guidelines relating to the location

of historic and cultural resources, and to specific re-
gquirements set forth by representatives of the Community
Redevelopment Agency Transportation Department. It is
intended to assist in the final determination of eligibil-
ity of those buildings and structures deemed appropriate
from information presented in the initial Los Angeles
Downtown People Mover Historic and Cultural Resources
Survey of June, 1978. Questions regarding information

presented here should be directed to:

Roger G. Hatheway
Suite 300

727 West 7th Street
Los Angeles, Ca. 920017

Attn: Myra Frank



SCOPE OF WORK

The project consisted primarily of expanding the physical
description, statement of significance, and documentary evi-
dence of buildings originally presented in the June 1978
survey. The project was funded for a fifteen day period to
include field work research and writing. Field work is here
designated as the on-site inspection of external and when
possible interior features of the buildings. Research is here
designated as the gathering of additional information relating
to specific buildings. Writing consisted both of the prepara-
tion of individual forms and the preparation of a technical

report.

The actual designated buildings and structures researched
were City Hall, the Los Angeles Times Building, Fire Station
#3, Grand Central Market, Myrick Hotel, Markham Hotel, Subway

Terminal Building, Federal Title, Title Guarantee, Pershing
Square Building, The Biltmore, Edison Building, The California

.Club, St. Paul's, Fire Station #28, Barker Brothers, Brown-
stein-Louis Building and the Friday Morning Club.

The report was to cover these buildings and structures only.

No landscape or street furniture has been discussed or re-
searched in any further detail than as presented in the initial

June 1978 report.



PROCEDURAL NOTES

All field work and research was conducted in a systematic

manner which included a check of the following sources:

Sanborn Maps;
2. Contractors’' journals;
3. Building permits;
Los Angeles Times Building Notes; and

5. Available library information.

Standard forms were prepared to document the present physical
appearance of the structure, an analysis and evaluation of the
form and style of architecture, a statement of historical
significance, and an evaluation of any apparent socio-cultural
significance of the structure. Additional portions of the
form include space for biographical notes on the architect,
and representation of the building or structure in any pre-

vious survey.

All other information provided by the author of this report
has been compiled through both on-site and archival research.
All documents are standard sources of publically available
information. For further information concerning archival
material please consult the further notes on bibliqgraphical

material.



SOURCES OF INFORMATION AND METHODOLOGY

The street address of each structure, the name of the owner,
and the current address of the owner were provided by CRA
planners through the use of the Land Use Planning and Manage-
ment System File (LUPAMS). In addition, the lot size and an
approximate date of construction of each building were also
provided by the CRA planners through the use of the LUPAMS
file.

Ownership information contained in the LUPAMS file is accurate
only to June of 1977. In addition, in many instances the
dating of the LUPAMS file was found to be guite inaccurate,
with the margin of error ranging from one to as many as thir-
teen years. Through the use of alternate sources of informa-
tion the majority of such errors are believed to have been

corrected.

Buildings with an estimated date were probably built within
one or two years of the date provided. Such dates were esti-
mated through the use of all socurces of information, and an
analysis of architectural and stylistic characteristics.
Obviously, the range of error for initial construction be-
comes greater for those buildings built in the nineteenth

century.



WORK PLAN AND USE OF THE FORM

Sections 1 and 2

The common name is the name by which the building is generally
referred to today. The historic name is the name by which the
building was originally known. The only building in this re-
port without a common name is the Home Telephone Building. It
is entirely vacant and has no distinguishing logc or function

that would provide such a name.

Sections 3 and 4

This information was provided by the LUPAMS file. As pre-
viously noted, this information is accurate through June, 1977.
The ownership of several properties has changed during the
interim period. Properties known to have changed ownership

are the Friday Morning Club, and Fire Station #3. The Title
Guarantee Building is reportedly in escrow. Sale of the build-
ing is being negotiated with representatives of the jewelery
trade.

Section 5

This section was completed by means of both research and on-

site investigation of designated buildings and structures.

Section 6

Classification was made in compliance with federal guidelines.

It is important to note that the descriptive portion of each
form uses the terms "structure" and "building" interchangeably.
This is for descriptive purposes only. The official designa-
tion is as it appears in section 6.



Section 7

This information was provided through the LUPAMS file by

Community Redevelopment representatives.

Section 8

The condition of the buildings as noted on the survey form,
does not constitute an engineering analysis of the structure.
The condition of each building was checked only from an on-
site visual analysis of the exterior of the structure. Criteria
for evaluation were:

Excellent - showing special care in maintenance and
appearance.

Good - If the building appears sound and well maintained.

Fair - If the building shows some marks of disrepair or
neglect.

Deteriorated - If the building is obviously dilapidated
or in a generally deteriorated condition.

Section 9

Nearly every building, regardless of age, has been altered to
some extent. With the exception of the California Club, every
building has been marked as being altered. This does not mean
that the building has been altered beyond recognition. The
majority of buildings has an exterior facade that is nearly
intact. Furthermore, the original architectural intent is

clearly evident, despite any alterations.

Section 10

This was completed as part of the on-site investigation. All
of the buildings are clearly within the downtown area of Los

Angeles.



Section 11

The standard form refers to possible threats to the site. As
this survey is conducted in order to determine the environ-
mental impact of the Los Angeles People Mover Program the
understanding of a possible intrusion or "threat" to any
structure along the proposed route is self-evident. No deter-
mination of ultimate "threat" to an individual site has been
made. This report has been compiled with the understanding
that this undertaking is the responsibility of local, state

and federal agencies.

Section 12

All photographs were taken in November of 1978, by an employee
of the Community Redevelopment Agency. The pictures were taken
at the instruction of the author of this report and in con-
junction with federal guidelines relating to historic and
cultural resources. A budgetary limit was placed on the num-
ber of photographs that could be produced. This greatly re-
duced the number of interior photographs that have been pre-
sented.

Section 13

This was completed through both on-site investigations and

examinations of contractors' trade journals.

Section 14

The year of initial construction is here referred to as the
date of initial groundbreaking or excavation that led directly
to the construction of the building or structure. In the
majority of cases this date agrees with previously determined
dates. Several dates have however, been changed. The Los
Angeles Times Building for example, is now dated 1933 rather
than 1934,
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Sections 15, 16 and 17

This information was compiled during the research process.

The primary source of evidence was the Southwest Builder and

Contractor. This journal carried legal notices of construc-

tion and it remains a highly accurate source of information.

Section 18

This section was completed through an on-site evaluation of
the building or structure.

Section 19

Every one of the buildings or structures surveyed is of some
architectural significance. Wherever possible therefore, a
theme other than architecture has been indicated. This is of
course only with the understanding that each building or

structure is also of architectural significance.

Section 20

Current address of the Community Redevelopment Agency.

Section 21

Descriptions were prepared both from visits to the site and
from the published reports in newspapers and contractors'
trade journals. For further information on the building plan
please refer to the Sanborn Map Drawings. For further infor-
mation relating to alterations please refer to the WPA Map
Drawings, dated 1935-1940.

Section 22

The statement of significance was completed following an exa-
mination of all bibliographical information and from the field
inspection of each building or structure. For further infor-
mation relating the history of Los Angelas to the downtown

area see the appendix and bibliographical information contained

in the June, 1978 report.

2-7
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Section 23

The majority of the buildings listed here have been represented
in previous surveys. This does not mean that buildings not
represented in previous surveys are of lesser importance. The
Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Historic and Cultural Re-
sources Survey is one of the first structure by structure
surveys to be conducted in the downtown area. It is not un-
natural that new resources would be discovered in the course

of such a systematic study.

Sections 24 and 25

This information was prepared through an examination of all

documentary resources.

Section 26

The bibliographical notes are prepared for retrieval of infor-

mation only.

2-8



INFORMATION LIMITATION

This document was prepared to assist in the evaluation process.
Due to the time and budgetary limitations, the information pro-

vided does not necessarily represent all existing data on each
individual structure.



Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program
Historic Resources Inventory Form

INTIFICATION
1. Common name: ,os Angeles City Hall
2. Historic name, if known: LOs Angeles City Hall

3. Street or rural address 200 North Spring Street

City: Los Angeles zrp: 90012 County: LOs Angeles
4. Present owner, if known: City of Los Angeles Address: 200 North Spring St.
City: Los Angeles zIP: 90012 ownership is: Public Eprivateg
5. Present Use: Government Original Use:Government -

Other past uses:

6. Classification py13141 ng 10. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessar<s)
7. Approximate property size: a. Open landDb. Scattered buildingsE]

' Lot size(in feet) Frontage 430 ¢. Densely built-up Dd. Residential[]

.. Depth 250" e. Commercial £. Industrial[l .

or approx. acreage g. Otherfx | Government Buildings

8. Condition: (Check one) 11. Threats to site:

a. Excellent@b. GoodD c. Fair[:‘ a. None k.nownD b. Private developmentD

d. DeterioratedDe. No longer in . ¢. Zening Dd. Public Works projectD

existence [] e. Vandalism[ |f. Other[X]_See attached

Technical Report

9. Is the feature a. Altered?[ ]
b. Unaltered?{ | 12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s)Nov. 1978

13. Primary exterior building material: a. Stone[x|b. Brick[ Jc. Stucco[ |d. Adobe [ ]

) e. WOOde. OtherE',,m'brﬂfp

14, Is the structure: a. On its original site?b. Moved?D'c. Unk::own?D

15. Year of initial construction 1926 This date is: a. Factualgb. Estimated

16. Architect(if known):; John Parkinson, John Austin, Albert Martin

17. Builder(if known): C.J. Kubach

18. Related Zsatures: a. Bam[:] b. Carxriage housegc. Cuthouse[ ]d. Shed(s)[ ]
e. Formal garden(s)[ | £. Windmill[ ]g. Watertower/tankhouse[ |h. Otherfyladditions
i. NoneD '

15. Main cheme of the nistoric resource: (Check only one): a. Architscturs

C

2. Government|y! 5. Milicars . Religion a. Social/Education|
7 g i

L]

)

b. Arts & Leisur :-‘.conomic/IndustrialG 4. Exploraticn/Setzlament) ]

]

]

[\9]
Q

Date form prepared: Dec. 1978 3y (name): Roger G. Hatheway

Address: 727 West 7th Street City Los Angeles zI2:90017

?hene: 688-7520 Crganization: C.R.A.
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LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

- 21.' DESCRIDTION,

Los Angeles City Hall is a steel reinforced concrete skyscraper
stepped back in a regular and symmetrical manner. A light colored
granite is used from ground level to a point just above the third
floor. The granite of the terrace walls is of varied hues. The
facade of the building above the third story is faced with terra
cotta in a tone that nearly matches the granite below.

The form is representative of a "modern" architectural ideal common
to Governmental buildings across the country.

The fenestration of the windows is classically inspired, emphasizing
the continuity of the wall surface. Some of the windows are set back
behind the walls in vertical beams. The tower accentuates the massive-
ness of the walls through the use of solid pier corners detailed to
appear as buttresses. This is further emphasized by the pier like
elements which fill in the angles of the Greek cross tower plan.

(Continued on following page)

22. SIGNIFICANCE

Three of the most important architects of the period, Austin, Parkinson
and Martin, designed this structure as a joint project. This was the
result of the desire of the City of Los Angeles to design an impressive
and monumental edifice., The result was spectacular. City Hall was for
many vears the tallest structure in the city, serving as a symbol of the
modern and progressive city of Los Angeles. This building was an attempt
to impart a new building style to the city through its use of the neo-
classical skyscraper form.

It has become an architectural landmark in the downtown area. It is also

CHB landmark 150. ,

The landscaping and open spaces surrounding the structure serve to make
~ this an important social as well as architecturally important building.

The trees along First Street hélp to enclose this park-like space and

are an important aspect of the overall design.

The interior spaces of City Hall are remarkable for their carvings, bronze
doors, murals, tile mosaics, and ornate lighting fixtures. There are
twenty seven different types of marble found in City Hall.

Among numerous other contributions, decoraticn is by Herman Sachs and
Antony Heinsenbergen.

(Continued on following page)
23. REPRESENTATION IN IXISTING SURVEYS

California Historic Resource Inventory - 234

Los Angeles Cultural-Historic Monuments - 130



21. DESCRIPTION (Continued) -
The building is eclectic employing elements from a range of periods.
The detailing is in a free neo-classic style, combining low pitched
tile roofs, large scale, and simply detailed cornices below attic storie

The principal entrance is on Spring Street. It is approached by two
broad tiers of granite steps which lead to a colonnaded forecourt.
The passages on three sides of the forecourt form access to secondary
entrances. The ceilings of these passages are tiled groined arcades
between granite stiles. Inserts are placed into panels depicting

the city's main industries.

The monumental entrance is of Greek design with inscriptions carved
in granite over the portal. The doors are in bronze, depicting
- scenes from California's history. The rotunda is the main interior
feature. The floor of the rotunda is of marble in many colors and
shapes. In the center is a bronze insert of an old Spanish caravel.

. The walls of the rotunda are of French limestone. There are mono-
lithic marble columns in many different colors. The barrel vaults,
domed ceilings and pendatives are faced with acousitc tile.

The elevator lobby is equally ornate, with extensive use of marble
and bronze.

The north and south axis constitutes the principal corridor. The
walls are marble paneled with ornamental ceilings.

The landscape and grounds surrounding City Hall are well maintained.
Features include brick and stone walkways; Moretan Bay Figs, palm
trees and several varieties of flowering plants.

22. SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

The building was originally placed on the CHB landmark list because
of the unique architectural history of the building and as the symbol
that it stands for in service to Los Angeles.

Its previous recognition, architectural merit, remarkable interior,
and functional landscape area, serve to make City Hall a most sig-
nificant building.



LOS ANGELES DOWNTCWN PEOPLEZ MOVER PROGRAM HISTROIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

24. BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT

’
John Austin - Austin was born in England in 1870. He was educated in

private schocls and was apprenticed to William S. Barwick, Architect.

In 1891 he moved to and settled in Philadelphia and was in the employ

of Benjamin Linfoot, a prominent architect in that city. After a brief
return to England, Austin sailed to and permanently settled in California.
He arrived in Los Angeles in 1894. After working for several firms in

the area he began to design independently.

Austin built in a variety of styles for many different types of buildings.

From the Mission style to the skyscraper, Austin designed structures

throughout the entire southwest and Pacific coast area. (Continued on fol low
25. ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL NOTES ing page)

Cify Hall is connected by an elevated and enclosed walkway over Main
Street to City Hall East.

26. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Los Angeles Times Civic Center News

September 26, 1926, VvV, 1. March 23 - April 12, 1976, p. 1.
October 24, 1926, V,7.

November 28, 1926, VvV, 2. Land Use Planning and Management System,
December 26, 1926, V, 5. Los Angeles Planning Dept.,
Febuary 20, 1977, II, 1. City of Los Angeles, City Hall.
Los Angeles Herald Examiner Los Angeles Fire Insurance Maps,
March 22, 1976, A, 3. Sanborn Map Company, New {OrK,
April 28, 1974, A, 10. ' 1883, 1927, 19538 '
Southwest Builder and Contractor Los Angeles Drawings,

October 2, 1925, pp 44-45. Works Projects Administration,
March 7, 1930, p. 18. Los Angeles, 1939

November 7, 1930, p. 40.

: Building Permits, City of Los Angeles
Architect and Engineer ’ o 9

May 1941, p. 22.

Baists Real Estats Atlas of Los Angeles,
G.W. Baist Co., Philadelphia, 1905

Architectural Digest
1928, Vol G, No. 4, pp 1-5.




24.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT (Continued)

John Parkinson (1861-1935) - Parkinson was born in England. After

unsuccessfully attempting to establish an architectural coffice there
he moved to Napa, California in 1885.

. From 1890 to 1894 he practiced in Seattle and in 1894 he moved his

office to Los Angeles. One of his first important commissions was

© the Homer Laughlin Building (now Grand Central Market).

In 1905 he formed a partnership with Edwin Bergstrom. This firm
designed numerous important structures in Los Angeles, including
the original California Club, the Alexandria Hotel, the Citizens

Mational Bank Building, the Metropoliton Building, and the Bullocks
Broadway.

The partnership with Bergstrom was ended in 1915. After this John
Parkinson continued practice with his son Donald. During this final
period in his career his most important works were the Title Guarantee,

Title Insurance Building and a collaboration on the Los Angeles City
Hall.

The last major work he helped design was the Los Angeles Union
Station. Parkinson was one of the most important architects in Los
Angeles. During his lifetime he designed or helped to design more
major buildings than any other architect in the city. His work shows
that he was familiar with & variety of architectural styles, and that

the value of this was recognized by businessmen and developers through-
out Southern California.

A.C. Martin - A native of Illinois, Martin came to Los Angeles in

1904 and established what grew to be a large and very successful
architectural firm. Among other buildings Martin designed and super-
vised the construction of Graumans Million Dollar Theatre, St Vincents
Church and the Ventura County Court House and Hospital.

Mr. Martin was extremely active in the City Planning Commission and
the Chamber of Commerce.
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BRONZE SHIP IN ROTUNDA,
LOS ANGELES CITY HALL
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Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program
Historic Resources Inventory Form

'NTIF ICATION .
1. Common name: Los Angeles Times Building.
2. Historic name, if known: Los Angeles Times Building.
3. Street or rural address 202 W, First Street.
City: 1os Angeles Z2IP: 90012 County: Los Angeles
4. Present owner, if known:__Times Mirror Co. Address: Times Mirror Square
City: 1os Angeles ZIP: 90012 Ownership is: Public[ |Privately |
5. Present Use: pPublishing Co. Original Use: Publishing Co.

Other past uses: _

6. Classification R1nilding 10. Surroundings:(Check more than one if necessary)
7. Approximate property size: a. Open la.ndDb. Scattered buildingsD
Lot size(in feet) Frontage 164,7°' c. Densely built-upE(:]d. ResidentialD
Depth 364,36 e. C'omercial £. IndustrialE{ .
or approx. acreage 3 192 g. Other(X] ity Government Building
8. Condition: (Check one) ll. Threats to site:
a. Excellent@b. Gooch. FairD &, None knownD b. Private development[l
d. DeterioratedDe. No lenger in Toc. Zoninng. Public Works projectD
existence [] e. Vandalism|[ |f. Other[y] See Attached
3. Is the feature a. Altered?g Technical Report

b. Unaltered?[ | 12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s) _woy. 1978
13. Primary exterior building material: a. Stoneb. Brick[:[c. StuccoDd. Adobe [ ]

e. WOOde. OtherE Congrete
14. Is the structure: a. On its original site?[X |b. Moved?[]”c. Ur}known?D

15, Year of initial construction_ 1933 This date is: a. E’actua.lb. EstimatedD
16. Architect(if known):_ Gordon B. Kaufmann
17. Builder(if known): P.J. Walker

18. Relatsd features: a. BarnDb. Carriage houseE]c. OuthOuseDd. Shed (s) E
e. Pormal garden(s)[j £. Windmill(:j g. Watertcwer/tankhousemh. OtherE saveral
i. Nene[ ] Additions to Structure (See Sections 21 and 22)

12. Main theme of the historic rssource: (Check only one): a. Architectures
b. Arts & Lei.sureD ¢. Econcmic/Industrialix|d. Exploration/SettlementD

s. Government[ |Z. military[ |g. Religicn[ |h. Social/Education]

20. Datea form prerared: pDec, 1978 3y (name): Roger G. Hathewav

Addrass: 727 W. 7th St. city Los Angeles zz2. 90017
Phene: 688-7520 Organization: C.R.A.
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LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

21. DESCRIPTION

22.

23.

The building is a monitor shaped, multi-story structure ranging from

five to eight stories in height with a basement and sub-basement. The
building is of Class A fireproof construction , with skeleton steel frame,
and reinforced concrete filler walls, floors and roof slabs. Granite

and Indiana limestone are the primary facing materials. Exterior spandrels
are of devlated aluminum and the showcase windows are set in bronze.

The form of the building is stepped in a symmetrical and pyramidal manner
with a central entrance on First Street. The facade is articulated through
the use of grooved vertical ribs dividing the window bays. Ornamentation
is confined primarily to spandrel panels although there is some decorative
detail surrounding the showcase windows, a repeating eagle motiff in stone,
and three carved figures above the central entrance. The building is
designed in the Moderne style, representing the importance of structural
form and utility in design rather than ornamentation.

There have been several additions to the Kaufmann designed Times Structure.
These additions now comprise the Times Mirror Square

{Continued on following page)
SIGNIFICANCE

The structure was designed by the prominent Southern California Architect,
Gordon B, Kaufmann. This structure is perhaps the best example of what
has come to be known as the WPA moderne in the downtown aréa.

When it was built -the Times Building was the largest structure in the west,
designed for and occupied entirely by a daily newspaper. It embodied the
latest ideas in planning, construction and equipment and was a symbol of
the growth and progress of the Los Angeles Times.

Two of the most outstanding construction features were the earthquake
resistant design and the building air-conditioning plant. The building

was actually designed as two separate structural units. A space of six
inches separates the two units and they are connected by slip- joints of
metal. This insured that the building components would have two different
periods of oscillation, and would be safer in the event of a severe earth-
guake. The air-conditioning system was then the most extensive and complex
of any in the west. It included special humidity controls designed to
maintain the proper moisture level in the mechanical and printing depart-
ments. ;

The building itself must also be viewed as part of growth of the Times

Mirror Company. The first issue of the T imes appeared on December 4, 1881.

Six months later the orginal publishers sold an interest in the paper to
{(Continued on following page)

PEPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

The Times Building is not represented in any survey other than the initial
Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Historical Resources inventory. A

form does, however exist for the Butterfield Stage Station which was located
at the site of the present Times Complex, the form is California Historical
Resources Inventory #466.

3-19



21.

22.

DESCRIPTION (Continued)

a complex of structures devoted entirely to the publishing industry.
The most notable addition is located at the corner of Broadway and
First Street and is directly adjacent to the older Kaufmann designed
building. This newer building was erected in 1973 and is in a form
influenced by the corporate international style. All of the additions
are compatible with the original.

The interior of the building has been remodeled to accommodate the
growth of the newspaper. The lobby remains, however much in its
original condition. Floors are of inlaid marble with bronze relief;
panels surround a large, centrally located globe. The elevator
waiting area is ornamented in a mixture of deco and streamline moderne
motifs. The only major alteration to the lobby area consists of the
covering up of a large circular painted mural with metal screening.

SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

Harrison Gray Otis, a prominent and influential citizen. As the major
stockholder Otis moved the paper to the Broadway and First Street
locaticn in downtown Los Angeles.

This structure was destroyed by a bombing in 1910, but a new building
was erected on the same site. This structure served as the Times
office until the Kaufmann designed building was erected.

The Times building must therefore, be considered as significant not
only for its design and structural characteristics, but as a symbol
of the growth of the Times Mirror Company.



LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTROIC RESCURCES INVENTORY

24. BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT

Kaufmann, Gordon B. (1888 - 3/1/1949)

Kaufmann was born in London, England. He was educated at the London
Polytechnic Institute, and graduated at the age of twenty. He moved
to and established residence in Los Angeles, California in 1914 and,
in 1920 formed a partnership with Reginald Johnson and Roland Coate.

The partnership produced a considerable number of residential and

public buildings, perhaps the most notable of which is St. Pauls
Cathedral.

continued on next page

25. ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL NOTES

Leadership of the Times passed to Harry Chandler in 1917, upon the
death of his father-in-law Otis. The Times has since remained

under the guidance of the Chandler family. Today the Times is the
third ranked newspaper in the nation according to a publishers survey.

26. BIBLIOGRAPHY
Los Angeles Fire Insurance Maps,

Southwest Builder and Contractor Sanborn Map Company, New York,
December 29, 1933, p. 23. 1883, 1927, 1958

Southwest Builder and Contractor Los Angeles Drawings, .
April 13, 1934, pp. 18-20. Works Projects Administratlon,

Los Angeles, 1939
Architect and Engineer , . . £ 1
May 1937, Vol 129, No. 2, p. 13-18. Building Permits, City of Los Angeles.

Los Angeles Times, Baists Real Estate‘Atlas QE Los Angeles
December 7, 1935, I, 1. G.W. Baist Co., Philadelphia, 1905

Ainsworth, E.M., History of the Los Angeles Times, Los Angeles

Facts About the Times,
Times Mirror Co. Los Angeles, 19783.

Land Use Planning and Management System,

Los Angeles Planning Dept.,
City of Los Angeles, City Hall.
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LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

24. BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT cont....

Kaufmann designed the Times building as an independent project and
it is generally regarded as the outstanding example of his architec-
tural creativity, although he was equally familiar with a number

of other styles including Italian, Spanish, French, English, and

0ld World Renaissance.

RKaufmann designed structures throughout Southern California, and
was a well known and respected member of the American Institute of
Architects.
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Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program
Historic Resources Inventory Form

INTIFICATICHN

l. Commcn name: Fire Station No. 3

2., Historic name, if known: Fire Department Headguarters

3. Streset or rural address 219 South Hill Street

City: Los Angeles zrp: 90012 County: Los Angeles
4. Present owner, if known: Los Angeles City Address: 200 North Spring St.
ity: Los Angeles z1r:90012 Ownership is: Public EPrivateD
5. Present Use: Pire Station Original Use: Fire Station

Other past uses:

6. Classification Building 10. Surroundings: {Check more than cne if necessary)
7. Apprcoximate property size: a. Open landDb. Scattered buildings;_r—_[
Lot size(in feet) Frontage 283! c. Densely built-up[]d. Resid«ant:‘.alaj
.. Depth 165! e. Commerc iala £. Industrialf—_—l
Or 3pproxX. acreage J.117 g. Otherg
8. Condition: (Check one) 11. Threats to sits:
a. Excellent@b. Gooch. ?air[l a. None :mownDb Privata developmen D
d. DetarioratedDe. No longer in CC. Zoninng. Public Works projectD
existence [ ] e. Vandalism[ |£. Other[¥|_See attached
9. Is the feature a. Altered?@ Technical Report

b. Unaltered?D 12. Date(s) of enclosed pnotograph(sNov 1978

13. Primary exterior building material: a. StoneEb. Bricch. Stuccomd. AdobeD
e, Woode. Other

14. Is the structure: a. On its original site?| o|b. Moved?i Ic. Unknown?| |

—
15, Year of initial construction1 924 This date 1s: a. Factual p. Istimatad X |
16, Architect(if known): A Zimmerman/A.C. Martin
17. Builder (if xnown):
= . . . _n N s
18, Related features: a. Barn| Ib. Carriazge Louse [:. Cutnouse{ §d Shed({(s)! |
e. Foxmal garden{s)] | f. Windmill |<_:. Wate wer/tankhousal | Other!y i Afsisinng
i. Nenei | to building
——
19. Main theme of the historic rescurce: (Check only one): a. Architscturs
D. Arts 3 Leisure| [ <. Zcenomic/In 'ustrialij d. Zxzploration/Settlement| |
— - H ol - I
2, Government| g_. Milicary{ . xEnglcnt'_? 2. 3cgial/Tducationd
20. Dats Zoym precared:Dec, 19782y .[name) Roger <. Hatheway
Address: 727 Yes: 7+th Street city Los Angelas z12: 20017
Phona: 5£583~7520 Orzanizaticn: CRA
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LOS ANGELES DCWNTCWN PECPLE MOVER PRCGRAM ZISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

21. DESCRIPTION

This fireproof structure consists of four stories and is built of rein-
forced concrete and brick with a stone and concrete facing. The style is
Italian Renaissance modeled after Florentine Palazzi. The bottom story

is rusticated with stringcourses above the first and third stories. There
is an arcaded cornice supported on brackets at the roofline. The wall
openings of the bottom three floors have a pointed archivolt. The windows
on the street facade are casement and are recessed into the wall. The

three bays of the ground floor arcade are placed off center from the window
bays above. Details include carriage lamps, a decorative shield, and
original wood frame doors.

The structure 1s built in a rectangular plan with a flat wall surface.
Window openincs of the facade are both flat and semi-elliptical and the
windows are of both sash and casement types.

An addition has been made adjoining the original building directly to the
~south. This four story addition has banded metal frame windows, and is

R ) " - .
22. SIGNIFICANCE {(Continued op the following page)

Fire Station #3 was originally the Headquarters Station of the Los Angeles
Fire Department. The station was built when Fire Engines were still pulled
by draft horses. Shortly thereafter the horses were phased out in favor

of modern motorized equipment.

Los Angeles has in fact always maintained an excellent Fire Department.
The station and its addition were a symbol of this fact and of the growth
and progress of the city itself.

The building itself is an important reference point in the downtown area.
It still serves as an active Fire Department and is responsible for pro-
tecting a significant portion of downtown Los Angeles.

The building has been recognized by the Los Angeles cultural Heritage
Board as being of inportance to the history of the Los Angeles community.

23. REPRESENTATION IN EZXISTING SURVEYS

-

ire Station %3 - Los Angeles Cultural-Historic Monument - 37

I"1]
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21.

DESCRIPTION

of irregular shape. The exterior of the main facade is flat and the
central entrance is off-center.

Alterations to the original are minimal and consist primarily in the
structural reinforcing of the building in order to bring it up to
code~standards. The facade is intact.



24.

25.

26.

LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEOPLZ MOVER PROGRAM HISTROIC RESCURCES INVENTORY

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT

Archie Zimmerman received his certificate to practice architecture in
California in 1921. With the exception of a few commissions he confined

his work to Southern California. He designed a large number of public
buildings and churches. He served for a period of time on the architectural
division of the Los Angeles Board of public schools.

A.C. Martin - A native of Illinois, Martin came to Los Angeles in 1904,

and established what grew to be a large and very successful architectural
firm. Among other buildings, Martin designed and supervised the constructi or
of Graumans Million Dolliar Theatre, St. Vincents Church and the Ventura

County Court House and Hospital.
(Continued on following page)
ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL NOTES

Fire Station #3 has been purchased bv the Community Redevelopment Agency.
Approval for this sale was made in February of 1977. The Fire Department
wikl move as soon as possible to new facilities.

BIBLICGRAFPHY .

Southwest Builders and Contractor Land Use Planning and Management System,

September 19, 1924, p. 46. Los Angeles Planning Dept.,
City of Los Angeles, City Hall.

Los Angeles Times

February 24, 1977, II, 2. Los Angeles Fire Insurance Maps,
. Sanborn Map Company, New York
Los Angeles Herald Examiner 1882, 1927 1955 Yoo ’

June 2, 1974, A, 3.
LOS Anceles Drawings,
Norks Projects Administration,
Los Angeies, 1939

Buiiding Permits, City of Los Angeles.,

Baists Real Estate Atlas of Los Angeles,
G.W. Baist Co., Philadelphia, 1905




24. BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT (Continued)

Mr. Martin was extresmely active in the City Planning Commission and
the Chamber of Commerce.
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Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program
Historic Resources Inventory Form

ENTIFICATICN
1. Common name: Yacant
2. Historic name, if known: Home Telephone
3. Street or rural address 244 South Hill Street
City:_Los Angeles ZIP: 90012 County: Los Angeles
4., Present owner, if xnown: Fritz B, Burns Address:4950 Wilshire Boulevard
City: Los Angeles 2I2:90010 Ownership is: Public| |Private[X]
5. Present Use: Vacant .' Original Use: Home Telephone Office
Other past uses: Club and Lodge )
8. Classification Building 10. Surroundings:{Check more than one if necessary)
7. Approximate property size: a. Open landDb. Scattered buildingsD
| Lot size(in feet) Frontage ¢. Densely built-up Dd. Residentiall_j
.. Depth e. Commercial|yf f. IndustrialG
 or approx. acreage 129 g. Other]:[
8. Condition: (Check one) 11l. Threats to site:
a. che.l.lentDb Good[}c. :a.v':l a. None knownD b. Private developmentf:,
d. Determrateae. No longer in G, Zoninng. Public Works projectD
existenc—:e D e. Vandalism[x|f. Ctherx | See attached
9. Is the feature a. Altered?[x] Technical Report
b. Unaltered?D 12. Date(s) of enclosed photographi{s) pmmnv. 1978
13. Primary extarior building material: a. StoneEb. Brick@c. Stuccogd. AdobeD
e. Woode. OtherD
14. Is the structure: a. On its original site’.b ?4ovn"°Dc. Unkrow-n"D
15. Year of initial constructicn ]19(Q2 This date is: a. -ac-an_Eo. Est :.mat=dD
16. Architect(if known): Train and Williams
17. Builder (if xnown):
18. Related features: a. Barn[ |b. Carriage house[ Jc. Cuthouse[ |d. Shed(s)[_|
e. Formal garden(s)[ | Z. Windmilll ]g. Watartower/tankiouse[ lh. Cther|[ |
L. None@
19. Main theme zf the historic rescursce: {Check only one): a. Archi Ltecturef ]
b. Arts & Leisu:e{: ¢. Zeonomic/Induscy _S Z. Ex;loration/SettlementS
e. Government :f ::.Lli*ar'_ﬂ;:g. «e-a_:.-onc . Seccial/zduc -'onm
20. Zate form zreparedfec., 1978 3y (name):  Roger G. Hatheway
Address:_ 727 West 7th Street Cizy Los Angeles 212: 90017
Zhene: 588-7520 - Suite 300 Organization: CRA
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22.

LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PECPLE MCOVER PROGRAM HISTCORIC RESOURCES INVENTCRY

DESCRIPTION

The structure 1is three stories and is built of brick and faced with stone.
The structure was basically designed as a late nineteenth or early twentieth
century office building, with a heavily ornamented facade. Architectural
details include a compound area entrance with a scroll keystone supported

by clustered Romanesque collonettes. There are giant order pilasters.

These pllasters are grooved and banded with composite capitals. Above

the first and third stories there is a cornice. The attic windows are
lunette and are placed between large scroll brackets. There is a parapet
wall roof.

The structure is built in a rectangular plan. There is a centrally located
arched entrance area surrounded by the previously noted clustered Romanesgue
collenettes. The building has flat window openings with double hung sash
windows.

The building is presently in an advanced state of deterioration. The

facade is intact but the interior is in very poor condition. Despite this,
the building conveys a distinct sense of time and place and the original
architectural intent is certainly evident.

SIGNIFICANCE

This structure presents one of the most interesting building facades in the
downtown area. Its design cetail is ecclectic, and the ornament was applied
over a basically utilitarian structure. The building is in poor condition
but the visual nature of the facade continues to make this a notable as well
as unusual building.

Plans for this building were completed by May of 1902. The structure was
built for the Home Telephone Company which was originally known as the
Independent Telephone and Telegraph Company.

The building originally noused a 10,000 manual switchboard, but the popu-
larity of the telephone and the success of the company necessitated new
guarters and new equipment. An automatic swtichbcard system was £irst
installed and shortly thereafter the company moved to a more central down-
town address.

The significance 0f this structure is historical as well as architectural

as it was the original locazicon of cne of the most important eariy public
service industries in Los Angeles. Its primary importance is however,
architectural. The design is remarkable in the massive and compression of
ornamental detailing. There i1s no other example of this particular combina—
tion oI architectural elements in the Jdowntown area.

23. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS:

The Hceme Telephone Building avpears in no other survey. apart from initial

Los Anceles Downtown Peopls Mover cultural resources survey.



24.

25.

26.

LOS ANGELES DCWNTCWN PEOPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTROIC RESOURCES INVENTCRY

ICGRAPHICAL NOTES CN THE ARCHITECT

Train and Williams - Robert Farguahr Train and Robert Zdmund williams
were members of one of the first prominent architectural firms in Los
Angeles, known as Howard, Tr¥@in and Williams.

As early as 1896 the firm opened a branch office in Hawaii. Their designs
included residential, commercial, industrial, public, and governemental
buildings. The original firm was soon dissolved, but Train and Williams
practiced together during the first two decades of the twentieth century.

Born in England in 1870, Train arrived in California in 18%4. 3Rorn in
Canada, Williams arrived in California in 1895. The Home Telephone Bulldlrlg
was one of the first commercial structures designed by the two men.

ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL NOTES

The Home Telephone Company was in large part responsible for the widespread
acceptance and use of the telphone in Los Angeles. Automatic egquipment
reduced the time spent in placing a call to four seconds, and insured the
privacy of one's call. The advantages of these features to the business
community are obvious.

BIBLICGRAPHY

Los Angeles Times . ) ) '

May 25, 1802, Il. I. Building Permits, City of Los Angeles.
Hume, M. Los Angeles Architecture Baists Real Estate Atlas of Los Angeles,
Los Angeles, 1902 G.W. Baist Co., Philadelphia, 1905

Longpre, P., Land of Heart's Desire Southern California
Los Angeles, 1911

dylen, A., Bunker Hill '
Lecs Angeles, Dawsons Book Shop, 1976

Land Use Planning and Management System,

Los Angeles Planning Dept.,
City <of Los Angeles, City Hall.

Los Angeles Fire Insurance Maps,
Sanborn Map Company, New York,
1883, 1927, 1958

Lecs Angeles Zrawings,
Works Projects Administration,
Los Angeles, 1939
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Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program
Historic Resources Inventory Form

INTIFZICATION

Commen name: Grand Central Market

2. Historie name, if known: Homer Lauchlin Building
3. Street or rural address 315 South Broadway
City: Los Angeles zIp: 90013 County: LOS Angeles
4. Present owner, if known: Abigail J. Laughlinretz‘-&géress: 315 South Broadway
City: Los Angeles 2zI2:90013 Ownership is: Public E?rivate@
5. Present Use: Store, Market Original Use: Store
Other past uses: Department Store, Office, Library
6. Classification Building 10. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary)
7. Approximate property size: a. Open landDb. Scattered buildings[]
Lot size(in feet) Frontage_jog! ¢. Densely built-up Dd. ResidentialD
.. - Depth 332! e. Commerciala £. IndustrialD
Or approx. acreage g. Other{___:[
8. Condition: (Check one) 11. Threats to site:
a. uxcellentDb Good[:‘c. ‘-"a:.r[] a. Nene known[:] b. Private developmentD
d. DeterlorateaD-. No longer in c. Zoninng. Public Works projectD
sxistence D e. Vandalistf. OtherElSee z++ached
9. Is the featurs a. Alterad?[] Technical Report
b. Unaltered?i::] 12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s)Nov., 1978
13. Primary exterior building material: a. Stone]jb. Brickc. StuccoDd. Adobe[]
e. Wood[ ]f. other[y] metal/concrete
14. Is the structurs: a. Cn its izézo_gnal s_v:e’b .1ovec1‘>Dc. Cnkn own”[]
15. Year of initial construction]f97 This date is: a. *-actualED. Estima =dD
18. Architect(if kaown): Jonhn Parkinson {(1897)
17. 3uilder(if known): Carl Leonard (1897)
18, Related faztures: a. Barna h. Carriage qousei__‘.u. Vuu.ouseDu ad ( :
e. Tormal garden(s){ | Z. Windmill[ ]g. Watertower/tankhouse[ |h. Otner:
i. }Ioneg
19. Main theme of the historic resourc {Check only one): a. Architecturs
B. Arts & Leisurs <. Zconemic/Industriali Zxplorarion/Sectlament!
Q. Governmenth___‘!f Milicary 1c: Religian n. 3ccial/Tduca t*on@
2C. Date Iorm praparadifec 1978 By (nanme! Roge> 3., Hathewavy
Address: 727 West 7th Street Jity Los Angales zT>: 90017
Phone: §88-7520 Suite 300 Crzanization: CRA







LOS ANGELES DCOWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER PRCGRAM HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTCORY

21. DESCRIPTION

The building is located between Hill Street and Broadway. It consists
of two master building elements, now joined together in both a functional
and structural way.

The Hill Street portion of Grand Central Market consists of a three story
and basement structure built of brick and reinforced concrete. The present
facade consists ¢of blue metal sheathing which serves as a background for
the market loge. A metal awning runs the £full length of this facade.

The Broadway structure consists of a six story building of reinforced
brick and terra cotta. The building is rectangular in »lan, and has a
flat wall surface with applied ornamentation. Window openings are flat,
and the windows are the double hung sash type. A decorative cornice has
been removed, but many decorative features remain including stone columns
in.between the upper story windows.

Major alterations have been made to the lower portion of the facade. It

has been sheathed in metal, and an awning runs the full length of the street
frontage. The alterations have not been so extensive however to obliterate
the original architectural intent.

72. SIGNIFICANCE

Historically, this building is associated with Homer Laughlin, a leading
financier in Los Angeles at the turn of the century. The Laughlin Building,
now Grand Central Market, was his first major building investment. It was

the firsyClass A building in Southern California. As such, the building

has tremendous historical importance. It was also designed by the prominent
architect John Parkinson. It was cne of his first major commissions.

Originally the building served as a department store, and was at one point
the single largest store of this nature in Los Angeles. It was also served
as an office building and as the temporary headguarters of the Los Angeles
Public Library.

The 1905 addition also adds to the historical importance of the market for
it was one of the first major reinforced concrete buildings in Los Angeles.

The market itself is a landmark. The market idea was concelived of by
C.A.Goss in 1920. By 1927 the conversion was a complete success. The
building was advertised as the most largely patronized retail market in
the world, with approximately 100,000 pecople shopping daily. ZEZven today
the market has maintained its functicnal characteristics, with stalls
owned by individual vendors. t continues to act as a major £focal point
(Continued on following page)

23. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Grand Central Market ~ California Histcri

9]

Resource Inventory - 2106
Panding National Register Historic District Componsni.
Los Angeles Conservancy Guide o downtown 1os Angeles.

3-33



22.

SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)
of public use in the downtown area.

The market is of major significance therefore, for several reasons.
It is of historical importance Zor its long and continued use and its
association with Homer Laughlin. It is of architectural significance
through association with John Parkinson and the fact that it was the
first Class A structure in Los Angeles. It is of social importance
as a central gathering point.

Grand Central Market is one of the most important and exciting buildings
in Los Angeles.

3-60



LOS ANGELES DOWNTCWN PEOPLE MCVER PROGRAM HISTROIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

24. BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT

John Parkinson (1861-1935) -~ Parkinson was born in BEngland. After un-
successfully attempting to establish an architectural office there he
moved to Napa, California in 1885.

From 1890 to 1894 he practiced in Seattle and in 1894 he moved his office
to Los Angeles. One of his first important commissions was the Homer
Laughlin Building (now Grand Central Market).

In 1905 he formed a partnership with Edwin Bergstrom. This firm designed
numerous important structures in Los Angeles, including the original
California Club, the Alexandria Hotel, the Citizens National Bank Building,
- (Continued on following page)
25. ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL NOTES

26. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Southwest Builder and Contractor Los Angeles Drawings,
August 6, 1920, p. 12. Works Projects Adm’nlsbratlon,
Los Angeles, 1939

Los Angeles Times

June 25, 13397, o. 14 Building Permits, City of Los Angeles.
July 2, 1897, o. 9.

September 3, 1897, p. 9. Baists Real Estate Atlas of Los Anceles -
April 9, 1905, vV, p. l6. G.W. Baist Co., Pailadelphi

elphia, 1305

Lcs Angeles Evening Express Yearbook
Los Angeles, 1926.

Press Refersnce Library, Southwest Zdition
Los Angeles: Herald Examiner, 1912.

Land Use Planning and Management System,

Los Angeles Pl nnlﬁg Depgt.,
City oI Los Angeles, City Hall.

]

Los Angeles Firy Insurance Maps,
Sanbcrn Map
1833, 1927, 1958

3-61



24.

BIOCGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT
the Metropolitan Building, and the Bullocks Broadway.

The partnership with Bergstrom was ended in 1915. After this John
Parkinson continued practice with his son Donald. During this final
period in his career his most important works were the Title Guarantee,

Title Insurance Building and a collaboration con the Los Angeles City
Hall.

The last major work he helped design was the Los Angeles Union Station -
Parkinson was one of the most important architects in Los Angeles

during his lifetime. He designed or helped to design more major build—
ings than any other architect in the city. His work shows that he

was familiar with a variety of architectural styles, and that the value
of this was recognized by businessmen and developers throughout Southexn
California.
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Los Angeles Downtown Pecpie Mover Program
Historic Resources Inventory Form

INTIFICATION

1. Common name: The Mvrick Hotel

2. Historic name, 1f known: The Aldine

3. Street or rural addrass 324% South Hill Street

City: Los Angeles ZIp: 90013 County: Los Angeles
4. Present owner, if known: Albert Greenberg Address: 9454 Wilshire Boulevard
City: Beverly Hills 21p:30212 ownership is: Public[ |Private[ ¥
5. Present Use: Store/Residential Original uUse:Hotel and Shops

Cther past uses:

6. Classification Building 10. Surroundings:{Check more than cne if necessary)
7. Approximate property size: a. Open land.Db. Scattered buildinqu

| Lot size(in feéet) Frontage 41.97' . Densely built-up x |d. Residential [ ]

.. | Depth 145" e. Commercial@ £. Industrial[] )

or appreox. acreage .140 g. Other[ ]

8. Cendition: (Check one) 11. Threats to site:

a. Excellent[lb. Good[:] <. FairE a. None knownD b. Private developmentl:]

d. DeterioratedDe. No longer in Coc. Zoni.ng[]d. Public Works projectD

existence D

e. Vandalism[]f._OtherSee attached _
9. Is the feature a. Altared?@ technical report
b. Unaltered?[:] 12. Date(s) of =nclosed pheotograpn(s)Nov., 1978
13. Primary exterior building material: a. StoneE]b. 3rick[x]e. StuccoDd. Adobe [_]
e. WOOde. OtherE Plaster

14. Is the structure: a. On its original site? b. Moved?| |c. Unknown?
L

15. Year of iaicial construction 1897 This date is: a. Factual| |b. Estimatedk |

16. Archizsct(if known):

17. Builder{if known):

13. Related features: a. Barn| | b. Carriage house| |c. Cut‘::ousei ]d. Shed{s})! !

-

e. Formal garden(s)D £, Windmill: |g. Watertower/tfankhousa! |h. Cther

]

L. None| X

19. Main cheme of the nistoric resource: {(Check only one}: a. Architscture X
b. Arts & LeisureD . Eccnomic/:nc‘:ustrialf:] 4. E ,lcraticn/Settlement:
e. Government| |ZI. :'.il.i‘:aryEg. ReligionDh. Socia.‘z./’:‘.:‘.ucationg
2C. Date form zreparsd: Dec,, 1978 3v {rame): Roger . Hathewav
Address: 727 West 7th Street City Los Angeles zI?: 90017
Phone: 588-7520 Suite 300 Organizaticn: CRA




Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program
Historic Resources Inventory Form

TNTIFICATICN

1. Common name: The Markham Hotel

2. Historic name, if xnown: The Whipple

3. Street or rural address 326% South H1ll Street

City: Los Angeles z1p. 20013 County: LOS Angeles
4, Present owner, if known: Grand Bazar Incorp. Address: 328 South Hill Street
City: Los Angeles | z12: 20012 ounership is: Public[ |Privatefx ]
5, Present Use: Store/Hotel Original use: Hotel and Shops

Other past uses:

6. Classification Building 10. sSurroundings: (Check more than one i1 necessary),
7. Approximate property size: a. Open }.andDb. Scattered buildingsD

Lot size(in feet) Frontage_ 41 92" ¢. Densely built-up gd. Residentiai{j

. Depth 145" a. Ccmercialgl £. Industrial D .
Or approx. acraage .140 g. Other[ |
8. Condition: (Check one) 11. Threats to site:

a. ExcellentDb. Gooch. E’air a. None knownD b. Private developmentD

d. DeterioratedDe. No leonger in Coe. chinng. Public Works projectD
existence . " .
D 2. Vandal;sm[]r. Otner See attached
9. Is the feature a. Altered?[ g technical report

b. Unaltered?[:] 12. Date(s) of enclosed p‘notoqraph(s') Nov., 1978

13. Primary exterior building material: a. Stone[ |b. 3Brick[lc. stucco[ ld. adobe [ |

. e, Wood D £. OtherD

l4. Is the structure: a. On its original site? Qb. :-Ioved?D'c. Unknown?|

, —
15. Tear of initial construction 1393 This date is: a. Factual[:]b. Estimatad|X |
16. Architect(if known):
17. Builder(if known)
18. Related fesatur=as: a. Barni iH. Carriage house| ;c. Juthouse| :d. Shed{s)! |
Ap——
e. Formal garden(s)[ | £. Windmill[ |g. Watertower/tankhouse[ |n. Other[ |
L = ! {
1. None{XxX|
12. Main zheme of the historic rescuxce: (Check only one): a. Archizecture X
b, Arts g LeisureLA <. Economic/Industrialtj‘i. Txploration/Settlament |
. = : : — - : : b : 1 - : ~
2. Government| I. Mdilitary| 7. Religicn 'h. Secial/IZducacion| |
20. Dats Zorm sreparad: Deg., 1973 3y (name): Roger G. Hatheway
35 1 . - bl 9(\0'\—!
Address: 727 West 7+h Streoet Cizy LOs Angel.es 2IP: 7oL
Dhone: 688-7520 Suite 300 Srganizaticn: CRA
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LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEQOPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTCRIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

21. DESCRIPTION

Markham - The structure consists of a three story building with a basement
and built of brick. The form of the structure is characteristic of

small rooming houses and hotels in the late nineteenth and very early
twentieth centuries in Los Angeles. Major architectural details include
twin slanted bays in the top two stories slightly inset into arched
surrounds. The central bay of the top two stories consists of a door
surrounded by a transom and two narrow sidelights. The bays are detailed
with grooved pilasters and paneling. Other details include stepped brick
buttresses and a metal fire escape. Windows are of the sash type with
£lat openings. The structure is built in a rectangular plan with an off
center main entrance at street level. The street level shop frontage

nas been altered. The original architectural intent is still clearly

evident despite the fact that a stepped parapet and circular balcony
nave been removed.

(Continued on following page)

22. SIGNIFICANCE

The Markham and the Myrick are to be considered as related elements
in the determination of eligibility. This was suggested by the
original review process of the June 1978 report. A single statement
of significance has therefore been prepared for both structures.

The Markham and Myrick are two of the few remaining Bay window structures
in Los Angeles. They constitute a unique and unusual architectu;al

unit in the downtown area. The masonry of Bay window buildings in

the central city area of Los Angeles have either been entirely remodgled
or demolished. This particular design feature was rather prevalent in
the nineteenth century.

Both the Markham and the Myrick have facades that are relatively intact.
As two of the few remaining nearly intact examples of a once common
architectural style they have an added importance.

They were built originally as rooming houses with steps below. Thelr
long and continued 2se as rooming houses also adds to thelr significance.

23. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Markham and Myrick - California Hdistoric Resource Inventory - 120 and 125

o
|
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21.

22, SIGNIFICANCE (

23,

LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

DESCRIPTION {Continued)

Myrick - The structure consists of a four story building with basement.
It is built cf brick. The form of the structure is characteristic of
small rooming houses and hotels in the late nineteenth and very early
twentieth conturies in California. Major architectural details include
twin slanted bays in the upver three stories. A slightly projecting
surround contains the windows of the middle bay, culminating in an arch.
Svandrel panels contain decorative scrollwork as does tympanum of the
central arch. There are anthemions on the cornice over the entrance.
Windows are of the sash type with flat opening. The structure is built
in a rectangular plan with a centrally located entrance at street level.
The street level shop frontage has been altered and a cornice has been
removed. The original architectural detailing and intent, however,

is. still ‘clearly evident.

See previous page )

REPRESENTATION IN IXISTING SURVEYS



1.OS ANGELES DCOWNTOWN PECPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTROIC RESCURCES INVENTCRY

24. BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES CN THE ARCHITECT

25. ADDITIONAL HISTCRICAL NOTES

To date no information has been discovered to indicate the architect of
elther building or a factual date of construction. This should not
detract from their significance as they are of primary importance as
examples of a now almost non-existent architectural style.

26. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Los Angeles City Directories
1893-1905.

Land Use Planning and Management System,

Los Angeles Planning Dept.,
City of Los Angeles, City Hall.

Los Angeles Fire Insurance Maps,
Sanborn Map Company, New York,
1883, 1927, 1958

L0os Anceles Drawilings,
wWorks Projacts Administration,
Los Angeles, 1939

Building Permits, City of Los Angeles.
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Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program
Historic Resources Inventory Form

INTIFICATION:
1. Common name: Subway Terminal Building
2. Historic name, if known: Subwayv Terminal Brildineg
3. Street or rural address_ 415-417 South Hill S*reet
City: Los Angeles Z2IP:_90Q13 County: Ios Ancelesg
4. Present owner, if known: Subway Terminal Coro. Address: 417 South Hill Street
City: Los Angeles 2IP:_900l13Ownership is: Public| |Private[ ]
5, Present Use: Office : Original Use: Office and Subway Terminal
Other past uses:
6. Classification RBuildina 10. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary)
7. Approximate property size: a. Open landgb. Scattered buildingsg
. Lot size (in feet) Frontage 141° ¢. Densely built-up{:!d. ResidentialD
.. Depth 330" e. C‘ommercia.l Z. IndustrialD .
or approx. acreage 1.167 g. Other[ |
8. Condition: {Check one) 11. Threats to site:
a. Excellentb. GoodD c. FairD a. None knownD b. Private developmentD
d. DeterioratedDe. No longer in T e, Zoning[]d. Public Works projectD
' existence D e. Vandalism[]f. Other See attached
9. Is the feature a. Altered? technical report
b. Unaltered?[j 12. Date(s) of enclesed photograph(s) Nov., 1978
13. Primary exterior building material: a. Stonemb. Bricch. StuccoDd. Adobe C]
. e. Woode. Otherg Tayrra Catta '
14. Is the structure: a. On its original site? Qb. :4oved?r:]/c. 'Jnknown?m
15. Year of initial comstruction_]925 This date is: a. Factual@b. E.‘.st:‘.matad[j
18, Architect(if known): SchultZe and Weaver
17. Builder(if kxnown): P.J. Walker
18. Related fesatuxes: a. Barngb. Carriage houseDc. Cuthouse{_jd. Shed{s)g
e. Formal garden(s)[ | . Windmill[ |g. Watertower/tankhcuss[ n. Other[ |
i, None@
19, Main theme of the historic resouxce: {Check only ons): a. Architectursey
bh. Arts & LeisureD <. Economj.c/'tndustrialD d. Exploration,"Settlemen:i:
2. Governmentz{ | f. Militarv( |g. Religicn[ |h. Sccial/Sducazion| |
20. Satve form pregarsd:ne~. . 1972 3By {(name}l: Roger G, Hatheway
address:727 West 7th Street City Los Angeles 217:90017
Prone: 688~7520 Suite 300 Zrcanizaticn: CRA
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LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PECPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTORIC RESQURCES INVENTORY

21. DESCRIPTION

The building consists of a twelve story and  basement, fireproof
structure. It is built out of steel frame construction with reinforced
concrete, brick and tile. Entrance to the building is on Hill Street.
Light courts on the south side of the building divide it into four bays.
Exterior walls of the building are brick with terra cotta facing on the
Hill Street facade above the lower stories. The lower stories are faced
in granite.

Major architectural details include the set back of the upper two stories
with a broad bracketed cornice above. In the top two floors the windows

are paired in a single arched surround with central corinthian columns

and paired composite pilasters. Above the tenth floor there is a bracketed
cornice. The tenth story windows alternate with shield panels. All

windows on the Hill Street facade are sash windows. The bottom two

stories are rusticated stone, and there are two large arched entrances with
glass mosaic panels and coffered ceilings. These panels depict symbolic
transportation scenes which illustrate the functional theme of the building.
The building is in the Italian Renaissance style and is symmetrical in

{(Continued on following page)
22. SIGNIFICANCE

The Subway Terminal Building was designed by the prominent. architectural
firm ofSchultze and Weaver who were responsible for many buildings in
the Los Angeles area done in the Italian Renaissance style.

The building was rated locally as the largest and most important project

of the year. It is also an important part of the history of transportation
efforts in Los Angeles. The buililding was once the central terminal for

the Pacific Electric Transportation system, and the eastern terminus of a
double track "subway" system from Los Angeles to Hollywood.

The system was designed to provide traffic relief in the downtown area.
By removing nearly 1200 Pacific Electric cars from the surface daily and
vlacing them in a tunnel system which ran from the back and basement of
the building, under Bunker Hill, anéd emerged at a point which is immed-
iately to the west of the Harbor Freeway.

The project was designed specifically to reduce commuting time from =zhe

suburbs to the downtown area. It was also envisioned as a means of in-

creasing property values in the heart of the metropolitan area. It was

also thought of as a means to stabilize the values through +the c¢reation

of a large central reference point. The location of the business district

in Los Angeles had already begun to shift, and it was thought that a
(Continued con following page)

23. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
Subway Terminal - California Historic Rescurce Inventory - 246
Los Angeles Cultural Historic Monuments - 177



21.

22.

DESCRIPTION (Continued)
form and detail on the entrance facade.

The entrance lobby is done in marble with large decorated columns,
coffered ceiling, decorative stenciling and decorative metalwork.

A bronze copy of Rodin's, The Thinker, is also located in the

elevator lobby.

There has been some minor alteration to the street level facade but
the building is virtually intact.

SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

permanent reference point would further end the shifting process.
The building is significant for both architectural and historical
reasons. It is truly an outstanding symbol of the City of Los Angeles

and the importance of transportation in the growth and development
of the southland.

Its association with the Title Guarantee and Federal Title Building
constitutes an interesting historical and architectural grouping.

3-38



24,

25.

26,

LOS ANGELES DCWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTROIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

BICGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT

Schultze and Weaver - The firm of Schultze and Weaver designed a large
number of prominent buildings in Los Angeles. Schultze, the senior
member of the firm died in 1951 at the age of 73. He was a renowned
ManhattanArthitect and a nephew of Lillian Russell. He was devoted

to Beaux Arts design and once remarked "every architect ought to go at
least once a year to Paris." He designed a number of structures in
New York, including the Biltmore, Ambassador and Commodore Hotels. He
was also chief architect for the Grand Central Terminal. Other notable
structures include the Miami Biltmore and the Breakers, at Newport.

In addition to the Biltmore and the Subway Terminal Building, Schultze
and Weaver designed the Johnathan Club.

ADDITIONAL HISTORICATL NOTES

The tracks, passenger station, and porticons of the tunnel of the Pacific
Electric Subway system remain intact although they have not been used
for a number of years. There were originally five tracks in the subway
station. Entrance to the area was off Hill Street on the south side of
the building.

The trains were ncot actually subway cars, but were the standard surface
car altered somewhat so as to permit travel underground for short periods
of time.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Los Angeles Times : v
April 17, 1925, v, 3. Land Use Planning and Management System,

May 28, 1972, G, 4. Los Anqeles Planning Dgpt.,
: City of Los Angeles, City Hall.

Southwest Builder and Contractor .
Jane 12, 1925, p. 46-47 Los Angeles Fire Insurance Maps,

January 17, 1930, p. 5. Sanborn Map Company, New York,
1883, 1927, 1938

Architectural Digest

14 . .
1926, Vol G, No. 2, p.44. Los Angeles Drawings,
Works Projects Administration,
L A Evening Express Yearbook Los Angeles, 1939
19286

Building Permits, City of Los Angeles.

Architectural Forum )
September 1951, p. 568. Baists Real
st
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Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program
Historic Resources Inventory Form

NTIFICATION

- 1. Common name: Federal Title Building

2. Historic name, if known: National RBRank of Cormerce

3. Street or rural address 437 South Hill Street

City: Los Anqgeles ZIP:90013 County: Los Angeles

Present owner, if known:A. and L. Levinson Address:222

Emanville Street

City: Compton

Present Use: Vacant Original Use: Bank and Offices

ZIP:90220 Cwnership is: Public[ |Private[x]

Other past uses:

Classification Building 10.

7. Approximate property size: a. Open landDb. Scattersed buildingsa:]

Surroundings: (Check mors than one if necessary)

" Lot size(in feet) Frontage 40'
Depth 159
.146

or approx. acreage

¢. Densely built-up []d. Residential D
e. Ccmerciala £. Industrial D .
g. Other[ ]

8. Condition: (Check one) 11. Threats to site:
a. ExcellentDb. Good c. E‘airD a. None known[] b. Private developmentr___[
4. DeterioratedDe. No longer in c. Zoninng. Public Works project{___l
existence [ | e. Vandalism[ |£. Other¥| See attached
1 T
9.. Is the featurs a. Altered? technlcar report
b. Unaltered?D 12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s)Nov., 1978
13. Primary extericr building material: a. Stoneb. Brick[\c. tucco[:[d. AdobeD
) e. WOOde. Otheroncrete
14. Is the structure: a. On its original site?b. Moved?[jé. Unkncvm?D
15. Year of initial constructionl827 This date is: a. E‘actualgb. Estimated[:i
16. Architect(if xnown): Walker and Eisen '
17. Builder(if known): R. Milsapv
18, Relatad fzatures: a. BamD b. éa.r:iage houseD c. Cuthouse[:}d. Sl.ed(s)D
e. Formal garden(s}a £ W:‘.ndmilla §. Watartower/tankhcuse| |a. Other[ |
1. \Icne@
19. Main theme of the nistoric rescurce: [Check only one): a. Archicacturs
b. Arts & Leisures‘: c. Economic/:ndustrial@ d. Exploration/Se:tlamentS
a, GovernmentD z. .‘lilitax*_Dg. Reiigian n. Sccial/‘-:duca:ioni—_:
20. Date Igrm zreparsd: Dec., 1978 3y iname): Rogeyr . Hatheway
Address: 727 West 7th Street Ci=v Los Angeles 2I1: 90017
Phene: 638-7520 Suite 300 Orzanization: CRA
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LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

21l. DEECRIPTICHN

v

This structure consists of a Class A building of fireproof construction
built of steel reinforced concrete. The building is ten stories in height
and has a basement. Major architectural features include sash windows

set in between vertical ribs with metal spandrel vanels. The building
terminates in three arched window bays with keystones above the tenth
floor. The ornamentation mixes both classical and moderne influences.

One notable feature is composed of the scultured panels at the sacond

story ;evel. These depict human figures in the various stages of economic
evolution from the earliest times to the 1920's.

The bank interior‘is largely intact. Walls of the lobby are in travertine .
Walls of the banking room are in caen stone. The beams and girders over

the banking room have been used as decoration, having been covered with a
surface of concrete and tinted and stenciled.

The building is of concrete construction throughout with a joint system
of floors and hollow terra cotta partitions. It was originally interpreted
(Continued on following page)
22. SIGNIFICANCE

The structure was designed by Walker and Eisen, a prominent Southern
California architectural firm. It is an important part of the Hill Streset
streetscape. In particuladr, its assoclation with the Subway Terminal

and Title Guarantee Building constitute an interesting historic and
architectural group.

The building is also significant in that it utilized a very narrow

lot through ingenious and sensitive planning. The lot is twenty feet
narrower than the average width of a lot in the downtown business district .
This space was not generally suited to the idea of a commodious banking
room. The lobby of the bank was placed however, in such a manner that it
became a part of the bank when that business was owen and a distinctive
lobby when the bank was closad. This interesting use of space was
accomplished through the use of sliding doors.

An additiocnal feature of interest i1s the original placement of the fire
escape. Los Angeles building zode then required that a fire escape be
placed on the front of the building. Such a device would have destroved
the visual and architectural continuity of the facade on such a narrow
building. To obviate this a narrow four foot recess was made on the
north side of the building. From the street opposite the fire escape
was virtually invisable.

(Centinued on Zollowing page)

23, REPRESENTATICM IN EXISTING 3URVEYS

The Federal Title 3uilding agrears in ne other surveyv agart Irom the
initial Downtown People Mover cultural rssources Lnventory.

3-100



21.

22.

DESCRIPTION (Continued)

as a modern adaptation of the Renaissance style.

Today the style is

Alterations to the
as the addition of
several windows on

generally known as a form of the zig zag moderne.

structure consist only of very minor changes such
modern aluminum frame doors and the f£illing-in of
the north side.

The building is currently vacant.

SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

The architectural features of this building serve to make it a
significant and important structure.



LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTROIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

24. BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT

Albert R. Walker and Percy Eisen organized the firm of Walker and Eisen
in 1920. The practice prospvered and for over twenty-five years they
designed numerous structures, public and private throughout Southern
California.

Some ©f the more prominent buildings include the Signal Hill 0il Building,
Beverly Wilshire Hotel, Gaylord Apartment Hotel, Wurlitzer Building,
National City Bank, Hollywood Plaza Hotel, The Hilton Hotel at Long

Beach, the Torrance Public Library, and the Commerical Exchange Building.

The firmdissolved after World War II, shortly before Eisen's death late in

1946.
25. ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL NOTES

The primary reason for the narrow lot is that the original Ord survey
was resubdivided. In order to balance out the majority of lots an
oceasional forty foot lot had to be created.

26. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Los Angeles Times
July 3, 1927, Vv, 3.

Southwest Builder and Contractor
July 27, 1927, p. 62.
July 13, 1928, p. 36-37,

Land Use Planning and Management System,

Los Angeles Planning Dept.,
City of Los Angeles, City Hall.

Los Angeles Fire Insurance Maps,
Sanborn Map Company, New York,
1883, 1927, 1953

Los Angeles Drawings,
Works Projects Administration,
Los Angeles, 19395

Building Permits, City of Los Angeles.

Baists Real Estate Atlas of Los Angeles,
G.W. Baist Co., Philadelphia, 1905 _
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Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program
Historic Resources inventory Form

INTIFICATION

1. Common name: Title Guarantée (Thrifty Drug)

2. Historic name, if known: Title Guarantee

3. Street or rural address 401 West 5th Street

City: Los Angeles ZIP:; 90013 County: Los Angeles
4. Present owner, if known:Thrifty Realtyv Company Address:5051 Rodeq Drive

City: Los Angeles zIP:90016 Ownership is: Public DPrivate
5. Present Use: Store and office Original Use: Office and stores

Qther past uses:

6. Classification phpyilding 10. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary)

7. Approximate property size: a. Open 1and[:[b. Scattered buildingsg
. Lot size(in feet) Frontage 120 ¢. Densely built-upf:]d. Residential[]
.. Depth 86" e. Commercial £. IndustrialD }
Oor approx. acreage g. Other[ ]
8. Condition: (Check one) 11. Threats to site:

a. ExcellentD k. Goodc. FairD a. None knownl:] b. Private developmentD

4. Deteriorated[]e. Neo longexr in Coc. Zoninng. Public Works projectE]
existence D

9. Is the feature a. Altered?E] : technical report

b. Unaltered?[ | 12. Date(s) of encleosed photograph(s) Nov.,

e, Va.ndalistf. OtherEj_g_@__a_t_j;_@,g_hgd__

1978

13. Primary exterior building material: a. StoneDb. Bricch. StuccoDd. Adobe D

e. WoodD:‘. OtherE Architectural terra cotta
14. Is the structure: a. On its original site?@b. Moved?D'c. Unknown?D
15. Year of initial construction 1930 This date is: a. E‘actualb. EstimatedD

16. Architect{if known): John and Donald Parkinson

17. Builder (if known): P.J. Walker

18. Relatad features: a. sarn[_|b. Carriage house[ ]c. Cuthouse[ |d. Shed(s)[ ]
e. Formal garden(s)[ | . Windmill[ ]|¢. Watertower/tankhouse[ |h. Other[ |

i, Ncne&]

19. Main theme of the historic resource: {(Check only one): a. Architectures X
b. Arts & LeisureD c. Economic/IndustrialD 4. Sxploration/SettlementD
e. Government[ ] £. iilitary[ |g. Religion[ |n. Social/Education( |

20. Date form prepared: Dec., 1978 3y (name): Roger G. Hatheway
Addresz: 727 West 7th Street City Los Angeles ZI?: 90017
hone: 688-7520 Suite 300 Organization: CRA
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LOS ANGELES DCOWNTOWN PECPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

21. DESCRIPTION

This structure consists of an irregular, multi-story building ranging up
to twelve stories, with a basement. The structure is fireproof and is
built of steel frame construction with reinforced concrete and tile.
Major architectural details include vertical ribs, twin sash windows, and
panels of zig zag ornament above the eleventh floor. The stepped back
tower is flanked by flying buttresses, with moderne grills. The bottom
story windows are surrounded by decorative metal frames. The bottom two
stories also contain bas relief panels.

The set back is used to build up in even proportioned masses to the roof.
This, in conjunction with the flying buttresses, adds to the grace and
symmetry of the tower and assists in carrying the sense of verticality
to the highest point of structure.

(Continued on following page)

22. SIGNIFICANCE

Designed by the prominent architectural firm of John and Donald Parkinson,
Title Guarantee is one of the better examples of the zig zag style in
Los Angeles.

The treatment of the entrance is especially interesting. The walls of

the lobby are decorated by a set ¢of six paintings by Hugoc Ballin, a
distinguished artist. The first panel shows a prehistoric scene in the

Brea Pits; the second depicts life in the Spanish and Mexican period;

the third shows the signing of the Treaty of Cahuenga; che fourth,

Lieutenant Ord and his survey; the fifth the coming of the railroad, and the
sixth and final panel shows the City of Los Angeles during the construction
of the Title Guarantee Building.

23. REFRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Title Guarantee - Gebhard and Winter, A Guide to Southern California
Architecture
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21.

DESCRIPTION

The building was a height limit structure. It originally contained
approximately 220 rooms above the first or ground floor. It is faced
in terra cotta, and has relatively little ornamentation. The
simplicity of detail adds greatly however, to the graceful lines and
massing effect of the structure itself.

In addition, the building shows the possibility ©f the combination of

the Gothic and the moderne. With the exception of some alteration
to the street level shop frontage, the building facade is intact.
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24.

25.

26.

LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTROIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT

John Parkinson (1861-1935) - Parkinson was born in England. After
umsuccessfully attempting to establish an architectural office there he
moved to Napa, California in 188S5.

From 1890 to 1894 he vracticed in Seattle and in 1894 he moved his officge
to Los Angeles. One of his first important commissions was the Homer
Laughlin Building (now Grand Central Market).

In 1905 he formed a partnership with Edwin Bergstrom. This firm designed
numerous important structures in Los Angeles, including the original
California Club, the Alexandria Hotel, the Citizens National Bank Building,
the Metropolitan Building, and the Bullocks Broadway.

ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL NOTES (Continued on following Page)

The Title Guarantee Building was built on the site of the 0ld California
Club. It was erected at a cost of over $1,250,000. It was a symbol of

the modern ideal in Los Angeles both architectually and financially.

Its location on Pershing Square served to make it an extremely attractive
property when first built.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Los Angeles Times, Land Use Planning and Management System,
September L, 1930, II, 2. Los Angeles Planning Dept.,
City of Los Angeles, City Hall.

Southwest Builder anc¢ Contractor
November 7, 1930, p. 33.
July 17, 1931, pn 46-47.

Los Angeles Fire Insurance Maps,
Sanborn Map Companvy, New York,
1883, 1327, 1958

Digest
, No. 2, oo 48-49

e
P

Architectural
8

1931, vol. Los Anceles Drawings,

Works ?Prcjects Administration,
Los Ancgeles, 1939

Building Permits, City of Los Angeles.

tias ©I Los Angeles,
adelpnia, 1905
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24.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT

The partnership with Bergstrom was ended in 1915. After this John
Parkinson continued practice with his son Donald. During this final
period in his career his most important wroks were the Title
Guarantee, Title Insurance Building and a collaboration on the Los
Angeles City Hall.

The last major work he helped design was The Los Angeles Union Station.
Parkinson was one of the most important architects in Los Angeles
during his lifetime. He designed or helped to design more major
buildings than any other architect in the city. His work shows that

he was familiar with a wvariety of architectural styles, and that the

value of this was recognized by businessmen and developers throughout
Southern California.

Donald Parkinson (1895-1945) - Donald was the son of John Parkinson.
He studied at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and returned
to Los Angeles after graduation to work in his father's office.

In 1920 he began practice under the firm name of John and Donald
Parkinson. The firm designed a number of prominent buildings.

(See Donald Parkinson) Independently, John Parkinson designed such
structures as the Lockheed Air Center.
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Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program
Historic Resources Inventory Form

INTIFICATION

1.
2.
3.

13.

l4.

15.

le.
17.

19.

20.

Ccmmon name: Pershing Square Building

Historic name, if known:Pershing Square Building

Street or rural address 448 South Hill Street

City: Los Angeles z2I1p: 90013 County: Los Angeles
Present owner, if known: Western Management COrpaddrsess:448 Scuth Hill Street
City: T.os Angeles eztlézg(])_(')lB. Ownership is: Public[ |Private[ X
Present Use: Office Building Original Use: Office Building & Stores

Other past uses:

Classification Building 10. Surroundings:(Check more than one if necessary)
. Approximate property size: a. Open land[] b. Scattered buildingsg
Lot size(in feet) Frontagel?2(' ¢. Densely built-upgd. ResidentialD
.. - Depth 100" e. CommerciallX]f. Industriall ]
oY approx. acreage .275 g. OtherD
Condition: (Check one) 11. Thréats to site:
a. ExcellentDb Good-c. E‘a:.*[j a. Nene known[] b. Private development’___l
d. DetevloratecD-. No longer in . C. Zoninng. Public '-;rorks projectD
exmteqceD e. Vandalism[ ]£. Other[x]see attached
Is the feature a. Altered? [ technical report

b. Unaltered?[ | 12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s)_Nov., 1978

Primary exterior building material: a. Stoneb. Bricch. StuccoDd. Adobe D
e. WoodD £, Otherlz] Congcrete

Is the structure: a. On its original site? b. Moved?DE. Unknown?D

Year of initial construction 1923 This date is: a. Factualgb. Estimatedfj

Architect (if known): Curlett & Beelman

Builder (if known): Scofield Engineering
Related features: a. Barn[ |b. Carriage house[ |c. Outhouse[ ]d. Shed(s)[ ]
e. Formal garden( S)G £. Windmill[ |g. Watertower/: ammcuseDh Other[ |

i. None

Main theme of the historic rescurce: (Check only one): a. Architacture

b. Arts s He:.sur'aD c. Economic/I ndusr.r*al@% _xploratlon/SettlementD

e. Government[ |Z. military[ |g. Religion[ lh. Social/Educaticn[ |

bata Zorm preparsd: Dec., 1978 3v (name):' Roger G. Hatheway

Addrsss: /27 West 7th Street city Los Angeles 21 990017
Phone: 483-7520 Suite 300 :  QOrganization: CRA
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21.

22,

23.

LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

DESCRIPTION

The structure consists of a Class A steel frame and reinforced concrete
structure of thirteen stories and a basement. The building is of fire-

proof construction with concrete, brick and tile. Major architectural
features include an arcaded cornice on simple brackets, windows set in
station arches on the top floor, a continuous balcony set on oversized
two-tiered brackets and sash windows with sills, There is a frieze of
garlands above the fourth story, metal framed windows with spiral colonettes
on the second story, and a frieze of decorative Ram and Griffin head panels
above the first floor.

The entrance to the office portion of the building is on Hill Street at

the north portion of the property. The building itself is built in a

rectangluar plan, with flat wall surfaces, and applied decoration. The

building is an example of a style and plan of design particularly popular

in the third decade of the twentieth century in Los Angeles. [t is a

basically utilitarian office building, but the decoration is applied in

a striking manner. Additional decorative features include metal scrollwork,
- (Continued on following page)

SIGNIFICANCE

The Pershing Square Building was designed by the prominent architectural
firm of Curlett and Beelman. The building is designed in what was, in 1923,
a very popular Italian Renaissance style It represents a departure from
the general characteristic of the style which calls for a masonry treat-
ment. Rather, the building is done in terra cotta with a gray tone.

The design is essentially utilitarian with apolied decoration. The
building has had long and continued use as an office building. It
occupies a commanding location on the corner of 5th and Hill Streets, and
it relates well to the buildings that surround the entire Pershing Square
area.

The interior reflects the utilitarian element of the exterior. There-
is no large lobby area. Decoration and ornament is applied however,
throughout the interior spaces, including the use of Phillipine Mahogany
Columbia marble, Italian marble and St. Genevieve marble.

The utilitarian plan and decorative detailing of this building mark an
important step in the evolution of corporate architecture in Los Angeles.

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Pershing Square - California Historic Resource Inventory - 256
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21.

DESCRIPTION (Continued)

bronze cherubs heads, and architectural terra cotta.

The floor of the elevator lobby area 1s of real travertine, cut in
oblong blocks and laid in a herringbone pattern. The lobby area has
been altered but the major decorative features are still apparent.
The exterior facade with the exception of minor alterations to the
street level frontage is intact.
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LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTROIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

24. BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT

Curlett and Beelman (1880-1942) - Alexander Curlett was born in San
Francisco. He began to practice architecture in his father's office

in that city (William Curlett) but moved to Los Angeles in 1913. He
formed a partnership with Claud Beelman in 1921, and the firm carried on
a successful practice in Los Angeles until 1932. The designs produced by
the firm include the Roosevelt Building, Elks Temple, and the Union 0il
Building.

25. ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL NOTES

26. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Southwest Builder and Contractor
November 21, 1924, pp 44-45.
July 26, 1925, p. 37.

Land Use Planning and Management Systen,

Los Angeles Planning Dept.,
City of Los Angeles, City Hall.

Los Angeles Fire Insurance Maps,
Sanborn Map Company, New York,
1883, 1927, 1958

Los Angeles Drawings,
Works Projects Aadministration,
Los Angeles, 1939

Building Permits, City of Los Angeles.

Baists Real Estate Atlas of Los Angeles,
G.W. Baist Co., Philadelphia, 1905
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Los Angeles Downtown Peopie Mover Program

Historic Resources Inventory Form

INTIFICATION

1.
2.
3.

i9.

20.

. Classification Building

. Architect(if known):

Biltmore Hotel
Common name:

Historic name, if known:

Riltmore Hotel

Street or rural address

515 South 0Olive Street

Citys Los Angeles

z1p: 20013 County: Los Angeles

Present owner, if known: Biltmore

Address: 610 Newport Center

City: Newport Beach

z212:92660 Ownership is:

Public D Private E]

Present Use: Hotel

Original Use: Hotel

Other past uses:

10.

Approximate property size:
Lot size(in feet) Frontage 360.04'
bepth_337.98"
2.414

.a

OX approX. acreage

Condition: (Check one) 11.

a. Excellent@b. GoodD c. FairD

d. Detariorated[ja. No longer in
existence D

Is the feature a. Altered?
b. Unaltered?[] 12.

Primary exterior building material: a.

e. Woode. OtherD .

Surroundings: (Check mor= than one if necessary)’
a. Open land[:]b. Scattared buildings[]
c. Densely built-upd. Residential[]
e. Commerciall[X]f. Industriall ]| .

g. Other[:I

Threats to site:

a. None k.nownD b. Private developmentD
c. Zoni_nng. Public Works projectD

a. Vandalistf. Other@ See attached

Technical Report

Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s) Nov. 1978

Stone];]b. Brickc. Stucco{:]d. Adobe[:!

Is the structure: a. On its criginal site?b. Moved?Dc. Unknown?D

Year of initizl construction 1922

This date is: a. Factual@b. Estimated[j
Schultze and Weaver

Builder(if known):

Scofield Engineering

Related Zeatures: a. 3arn[ |b. Carriage house[ |c. Outhouse[ |d. Shed(s)[ ]

e, Formal garden{s)D £. WindmillD g. Water:ower/ta.n.khcuseDh. Other@ Assoclated
, Buildings
i. NoneD

Main theme of the aistoric resource: (Check only one): a. Architsciurs

b. Arts & Leisure[g <. Economic/tndustrial[} d. E‘.xploraticn/Sett‘_ementD

a. C—overnmentD £. )::’.litaryD G- Religicn[] n. Sccial/Education]

Date form prapared: Dec. 1978 3y (name): Roger G. Hatheway

Address: 727 W. 7th St., Ste.300 cj«y, L10s Angeles 77D, 20017
Phone: 688-7520 Qrganization: C.R.A.
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21.

22,

23.

LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PECPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTORIC RESQURCES INVENTORY

DESCRIPTION

The structure consists of a multi-story building ranging to fourteen
stories and having as many as three basements. The structure is fire-
proof and is built of steel reinforced concrete, brick and tile. Major
architectural details include wide projecting eaves with styled rafter
ends. Windows in the top floor are arched. All windows in the structure
with the exception of those at street level are small paned sash windows.
Details include adjoining shallow balconies at the sixth story, and

a continuous balustrade and parapet wall above the ground floor.

Windows at the ground floor are arched and are set between engaged
corinthian c¢olumns. The entrance is in a triumphal arch motif and

is supported by ionic columns.

The main facade is on Olive Street. Two large light courts divide
the building into three bays above the lower stories. The style is
of ‘Spanish-Italian Renaissance references. The building is done in
reddish brick, relieved by stone, antique copper on the cornice and

(Continued on following page)
SIGNIFICANCE

The Biltmore Hotel was designed by the prominent architectural firm
of Schultz and Weaver. This team i1s responsible for a number of
Italian Renaissance style buildings in the City of Los Angeles. The
structure stands today as the largest and most elegant hotel in the
City. 1Its interior spaces are impressive and well maintained.  They
contain many works of the famed artist Giovanni B. Smeraldi. The
whole constitutes one of the most enjoyable buildings in the down-
town area. Its long and continued use as a hotel also adds to this
structure's importance. :

Historically, the Biltmore has had a rather distinguished career.

It served as the home of the Academy Awards in 1931, 1935-39, 1941-
42, and has beern a gathering place for political conventions, business
and royalty throughout its history.

The Biltmore has recently been renovated, after a period of decline,
to much of its former elegance. Private rooms have been modernized
and the decorative detailing of the public rooms has been cleaned
and restored.

The Biltmore is undoubtedly one of the most important historical,
architectural, and decorative monuments in the City. (Please see
Section 25)

REPRESENTATION IN EZXISTING SURVEYS

California Historic Resource Inventory -~ 16
Los Angeles Cultural Historic Meonuments - 60

LOos Angeles Conservancy Guide to Downtown Los Angeles
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21. DESCRIPTION (Continued)-

terra-cotta roof tiles. The lower three stcries are done in granite
and Indiana limestone. ‘

The interior of the Biltmore is one of the best executed in Los Angeles.
It includes painting, carving, sculpture, metalwork, and ornamental
bronze, all in character and in harmony with the classic ideal of
the exterior. All ceilings of the large rooms on the first floor
are done in plaster with beam and coffer effects. The ceiling of
the ballroom is a masterpiece, representing like many of the other
public rooms in the building, the work of the famed artist, Giovanni
B. Smeraldi. Gold is used extensively throughout the major public
spaces as decoration. The interior of the building is in excellent
condition, having been recently restored.



24.

25.

26.

LOS ANGELES DCWNTOWN PECPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTRCIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

BICGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT

Schultze and Weaver - The firm of Schultze and Weaver designed a
large number of prominent buildings in Los Angeles. Schultze, the
senior member of the firm, died in 1951 at the age of 73. He was

a renowned Manhatten architect and a nephew of Lillian Russell. He
was devoted to Beaux Arts design and once remarked, "Every architect
ought to go at least once a year to Paris." He designed a number
of structures in New York, including the Commodore Hotel. He was
also chief architect for the Grand Central Terminal. Other notable
structures include the Miami Biltmore and The Breakers at Newport.

In addition to the Biltmore and the Subway Terminal Building, Schultze
and Weaver designed the Jonathan Club.

ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL NOTES

Giovanni B. Smeraldi came to the United States from Palermo, Italy,
in 1889. He was widely recognized on the East Coast for his assist-~
ance in the decoration ¢of the White House and Grand Central Station.
He came to Los Angeles in 1921 specifically to work on the Biltmore,.
He remained in Los Angeles until his death in 1947.

His work is truly monumental. He is largely responsible for making
the Biltmore one of the most splendid interior spaces in Los Angeles.

BIBLIOGRAPKEY

Southwest Building and Contractor, Land Use Planning and Management System,
iaY.i2é7l9igélp.lOi4 Los Angeles Planning Dept.,

pri r s P-Ll4. City of Los Angeles, City H

September 28, 1923, pp.36-38. Y geles, City Hall.
November 14, 1924, p.54. Los Angeles Fire Insurance Maps,

' Sanborn Map Company, N York,

Los Angeles Times, 1883, 1927 1955 Y woTer

March 20, 1921, II, 1. a

February 11, 1923, v, 7. Los Angeles Drawings,

October 1, 1923, I, 7. ' Works Projects Administration,
May 15, 1927, v, 1. Los Angeles, 1939

March 3, 1976, II, 8.

July 18, 1976, vV, 1. Building Permits, City of Los Angeles.

May 9, 1977, IV, 1.

. _ Baists Real Estate Atlas of Los Anceles
Architectural Digest, 1923, p.ll. G.W. Balst Co., Philadeliphia, 1905 '

architect and Engineer, January 1925, pp.51-73.
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Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program
Historic Resources Inventory Form

INTIFICATION

1. Common name: Number One Bunker Hill

2. Historic name, if known: Edison Building

3. Street or rural address 601 West Fifth Street

City: Los Angeles 2IP: 90017 County: LOs Angeles
4, Present owner, if known:One Bunker Hill Co, Address: 601 W, 5th St.

City: Los Angeles ZIP:90017 Ownership is: Public[ |Private[x |
5. Present Use: Office Building Original Use: Office Building

Other past uses: | )
6. Classification Building 10. Surroundings:(Check more than one if necessary)
7. Approximate property size: a. Open landDb. Scattared buildings[:l

Lot size(in feet) Frontage 170.46' <c¢. Densely built-upl::ld. Residentialm

.. Depth 176° e. Commercial £. Indus'trialD .
Oor approx. acreage .586 g. Other[ ]
8. Condition: (Check one) 11. Threats to site:
a. Excellent@b. Goodl:]c. FairD a. Nene k.nownD b. Private developmentl:]
d. Deteriorated De. No longexr in L C. Zoninng. Public Works projectlj
existenceD e. Vandalism[ |f. Other[x | See attached
9. Is the feature a. Altered? Technical Report

b. Unaltered?[ | 12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s) Nov. 1978

13. Primary exterior building matarial: a. StoneDb. Brick[:]c. StuccoDd. AdobeD
. e. onde. Other Concrete and Terra-Cotta
14, Is the structure: a. On its original sita?b. Moved?D'c. Unknown?D

15. Year of initial construction 1929 This date is: a. Factualb. Estimatad{

16. Architect (12 known): Aliison and Allison

17. Builder (if known): p.J. Walker

13. Related featurss: a. BarnD b. Carriage houseDc. Quthouse ld. Shed(s) [:[

e. Formal garden(s)[ | f. Windmill[ |g. Watartower/tankhouse[ |n. Otherx | An Annex

i. YNone D

19. Main theme of the historic rasource: (Check znlv one): a. Archircacturs

b. Arts & Leisura‘] <. Zconomic/:ndustrialD d. Exploration/Setitlement [

a, Gove:nmentl z. i:ilitary‘:]g. Religicn| ia. Sccial/Educationi |

20. Date form zrapared: Dec. 1978 3v (name): Roger G. Hatheway

Address: /27 W. 7th St., Ste.300 c:+y Los Angeles zx9:90017
Phene: 638-7520 Qrcanizaticn: C.R.A.
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LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER PRCGRAM HISTORIC RESOURCIS INVENTORY

21. DESCRIPTION

22.

23.

The structure consists of an irregular multi-story building of up to
fourteen stories with a basement. It is built of steel frame construc-
tion with reinforced concrete, brick, stone, and terra-cotta. Major
architectural features include a pyramidal set-back culminating in

a tower. This particular set-back was a feature of many American
buildings in the late 1920's and throughout the 1930's. The build-

ing has flat window openings with sash windows set back and into

the vertical bands of the wall surface. The lower portion of the
exterior is faced in Indiana limestone with a granite base. The

upper stories are faced with terra-cotta.

The ground floor has a polygonal shaped corner entrance with carved
bas-relief panels by Merrell Gage. The entrance has a granite
floor and base with stone walls and a decorated domed ceiling.

Entrance to the elevator lobby is gained by passing through a large
corridor with marble floors and a Spanish Renaissance ceiling. At

(Continued on following page)
SIGNIFICANCE

The building was designed by the prominent architectural firm of
Allison and Allison. The building was opened on March 20, 1931.
It was the first major all-electric heated and cooled building in
the Western United States. It took approximately two and one-half
years to build.

The building was built for the Southern California Edison Company.
In 1971 the company moved its offices to Rosemead and the property
and building were purchased by One Bunker Hill Company, a limited

partnership.

The building is well maintained and virtually unaltered. 1In additiocn,
it contains representative work of several artists of prominence,
including Hugo Ballin, Barse Miller, Conrad Buff, and E. Batchelder.

The building has several notable features of construction. It was
designed to be earthquake resistant, according to the accepted

practice of the time, and its construction represented one of the

most complex engineering projects ever attempted in Southern California.

The building combined therefore, great artistic and architectural
gualities with a number of utilitarian advantages. It has been a

(Continued on follcwing page)
REPRESENTATION IN IXISTING SURVEYS

California Historic Resource Inventory - 190



21,

22.

DESCRIPTION (Continued)

the far end of this corridcr, there is a large painting by Hugo Ballin.
Other murals represent the work of Barse Miller and Conrad Buff.

The overall architectural style is a blend of zigzag and WPA modern.
The facade cf the structure is virtually intact. Alterations are
minor and are largely confined to the tower area.

The structure is connected by means of an enclosed and elevated
walkway to a building directly to the west and facing on Hope Street.

SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

landmark reference in the City of Los Angeles from initial con-
struction to the present.

3-149



24,

25,

26.

LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEOPLE MCVER PROGRAM HISTRCIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT

Alliscon and Allison - The firm of Allison and Allison designed a
large number of significant structures throughout the Southwest,
and in particular in Southern California.

The firm was responsible for supervising design plans for the
University of California at Los Angeles. In addition to the Friday
Morning Club and the Southern California Edison Company Building,
Allison and Allison designed the University Club, Shakespeare Club,
and the Women's Athletic Club.

Senior member of this firm was David Clark Allison. Born in 1881,

(Continued on following page)
ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL NOTES

The building is located near the corner of Fifth Street and Grand
Avenue. It was built at approximately the same time as the Fifth
Street retaining wall. A portion of the Fifth Street wall was
designed by Allison and Allison. Tihis portion of the wall is
clearly evident as it contrasts with the detailing of the majority
of the structure. The retaining wall along Fifth Street must be

considered as an associated structure by design element and location.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Los Angeles Times,
June 24, 1928, v, 1.
January 30, 1972, II, 1.

Architectural Digest,
Vol. 8, No. 2, pp. 91-100.

Southwest Builder and Contractor,
March 6, 1931, p. 41.
May 22, 1931, pp. 47-48.

Land Use Planning and Manacement System,

Los Angeles Planning Dept.,
City of Los Angeles, City Hall.

Los Angeles Fire Insurance Maps,
Sanborn Map Ccmpany, New York,
1883, 1927, 1953

Los Angeles Drawings,
Works Projects Administration,
Los Angeles, 1939

Building Permits, City of Los Angeles.

Baists Real Estate Atlas of Los Angeles,
G.W. Baist 9., Philadelphia, 1905
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24,

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT. (Continued)

Allison was educated at the University of Pennsylvania and later
studied at the Ecole Des Beaux Arts, Paris. Allsion moved to
Los Angeles in 1910 and immediately established a successful
practice in architecture.

S 3-151
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Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program

Historic Resources Inventory Form

ENTIFZTCATION
1. Common name: California Club
2. Historic name, if known: California Club
3. Street or rural address 538 South Flower
City: Los Angeles zIp: 90017 County: LOS Angeles
4. Dresent owner, if known: California Club Address: 238 South Flower
City: Los Angeles z12:99017 ounership is: Public[ |Private[]
5. Present Use: Club Original Use: Club
Other past uses:
6. Classification Building 10. Surroundings: (Check more than ocne 1if necessary)
7. Approximate property size: a. Open land[:]b. Scattered buildings[:
- Lot size(in feet) Frontage ¢. Densely built-upf:]d. Residential[:]
. Depth e. Commercial £. Industrial[l . B
or approx. acreage 1.32 g. Other Public
8. Condition: (Check one) 11. Threats to site:
a. Excellentb. GoodD c. FairD a. None knownD b. Private developmentD
4. DeterioratedDe. No longer in c. Zoninng. Public Works projectD
SXiStenceD e. Va.ndalism[lf. Other-@ See attached
9. Is the feature a. Altered?D Technical Report
b. Unaltered? 12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s) NOV. 1978
13. Primary exterior building material: a. Stoneb. Brickc. Stuccogd.k Adcbe D
. e. Woode. OtherD
14. Is the structure: a. On its original site?b. Moved?[:]'c. Unknown?{ |
15. Year of initial construction 1929 This date is: a. FactualX |b. Zstimatsd| |
16. Architect(if known): Robert D. Farquahr
17. Builder(if kxnown): P.J. Walker
13. Relatad feacurss: a. Ba:n[:]b. Carriase house[:]c. Outhouse[:]d. Shed(s)[:]
e. Tormal garden(s)[ | £. Winémill[ |g. Watertower/tankhouse{ |n. Other[ |
i. 'Ncne
19, Main theme of fhe nistoris resoursze: (Check ¢nlv one): a. Architecturs
b. Arts & Leisureﬁg c. 3conomic/Induscrial[]:i. Ixploration/Setitlement| |
a. Covernmentl___[ £, :!il'taryi,jq. Reliﬁian a. Sccial/EducationD
20. Sate form presared: Dec. 1978 3y (name): Roger G. Hatheway
iddrsss: 727 W. 7th St., Ste.300 ci:; Los Angeles -7z, 90017
Shecne: 688-7520 C.R.A.

Crganization:

S 32159






LOS ANGELES DCWNTOWN PEQPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

21. DESCRIPTION

The structure consists of a multi-story building ranging from three to
elght stories with a basement, It is built of steel frame construction
with reinforced concrete, brick and tile. Major architectural features
include a regular set back of the building mass, use of roof terraces,
low pitched tile roof with large chimneys. The windows on the body of
the structure are small paned sash windows with sill. Windows on the
lower three stories are small paned french windows surrounded by stone
frames. The building is symmetrical, and combines Ma2diterranean and
Georgian features. The original facade of the structure is intact. It
is also a well landscaped building including the use of palms, hedges
and roof gardens.

The building is built in a monitor shape, along a rectangular plan.
Its architectural style was originally referred to as being of
Italian-French origin. The building has a two-floor garage and is
equipped with nearly every amenity including a Turkish bath, billiard

(Continued on following page)
22. SIGNIFICANCE

The California Club was designed by the prominent architect Robert D.
Farquahr. The building is a particularly distinguished design in that
it combines restraint of design articulation with an unusually elegant
form. The building is well maintained and has been solely occupied by
the c¢lub throughout its history.

The club itself was founded in 1888. The old California Club building
was located on the site of the present Title Guarantee building (see
form in this report). Today the club is generally considered to be
the most prestigious in the city.

The.building is therefore of social significance as well as being of
historical and architectural importance.

23. REPRESENTATION IN ZXISTING SURVEYS
California Historic Resource Inventory - 24

Los Angeles Cultural-Historic Meonuments - 43
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21. DESCRIPTION (Continued)

room, squash court, and card rooms. It is furnished in Florentine,
French, and Spanish antiques,

The building fits well into its setting as a well-executed, unobtrusive
and conservative statement of design.

3-162



24.

25.

26.

LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTROIC RESQURCES INVENTORY

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT

Fargquahr, Robert D. - Mr. Farguahr died in 1967 at the age of 95. He
was born in Brooklyn, New York, and came to California in 1905, living
in Santa Monica, Los Angeles, and then in Pasadena.

He was a prominent architect in Southern California, designing such
structures as the 1915 San Francisco Exposition's Festival Hall and
the Clark Memorial Library in Los Angeles. He was also a chief
architect of the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.

Farquahr also designed a large number of residential buildings, many
of which were palatial villas in a mediterranean style for Southern
(Continued on following page)

ADDITIONAL HISTORICAIL NOTES

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Los Angeles Times, Los Angeles Drawings,

November 6, 1928, 1I, 1. Works Projects Administration,

August 22, 1930, IT, 1. Los Angeles, 1939

August 28, 1930, 11, 1.

September 9, 1930, II, 2. Building Permits, City of Los Angeles.
November 19, 1961,

December 8, 1967, I, 28. Baists Real Estate Atlas of Los Angeles,
December 6, 1976, IV, 1. G.W. Baist Co., Philadelghia, 1905

Cultural Heritage Board Publication, Fact Sheet - 43,

Architectural Record, December 1913, pp.482-519,

Architect and Engineer, August 1918, p.1l09.

Land Use Planning and Management System,

Los Angeles Planning Dept.,
City of Los Angeles, City Hall.

Los Angeles Fire Insurance Maps,
Sanborn Map Company, New York,
1883, 1327, 1953

{
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24, BIOGRAPHICAI NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT (Continued)
California's elite.

The California Club is generally regarded as his local masterpiece.
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Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program
Historic Resources Inventory Form

ENTIFZICATICN
1. Common name: S5t. Paul's Cathedral
3St. Paul's Cathedral

2. Historic name, if known:

3. Street or rural addrass 013 South Figueroa Street

city: Los angeles ZIP: 90017 County: Los angeles
4, Present owner, 1f known: g%?h;%ﬁﬁl Church of Address:515 So, Figueroa St

ity: Los Angeles ZIP:90017 Cwnership is: Public[ |Privata[i]
5. Present Usa: Church Original Use:Chuxrc!

QOther past uses;
6. Classificacion Building 1¢. Surroundings:(Check more than one if necessaxry)
7. Approximate property size: a. Open lanc[]o. Scaztexad buildingsD

Lot size(in f=2ot) Frontage ¢. Densely built-up Ed Residential

.. Depth e, Commerc:.aWEf IndustrialD .
Or aporox. acrsage . 796 g. OtherD
8. Condition: (Check one) 11. Threats to site:
a. Zxceller tDb C-oodD D 2. None knownD b. Privata developmentD
d. Deteri o*atacD,. No longer in Coc. chinng. Public Works project[j
‘ sxistence [ | e. vandalism[ |£. othex[X]_See attached

. . ; Technical Revport
9. Is the feature a. Alterecz?@ = -

b. Unaltered?| | 12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s) Nov. 1978

13. Primary exterior building material: a. StoneDb. B“*cch. Stucco{ d. Adocbe D
e, wOod] 7. Otner Concrete and plaster and tile

14, Is the structurs: a. On 1its original site .b. Moved?| |c. Un.’mo*.m?D
13. Year of initial construction 1923 This date is: a. Factual ‘< i%. Sstimatad

2
16, Architact(if xnown): R. Johnson, R. Coate, G.B. Kauiman, C. Winslow

17. suilder(if <nown): Pater Hall

193]

- . ~ - . . 1 - 2 —~ H
138, Relatsd Ffeaturas: 3. BarnD b, Carrizzs nousel |a. Outnouse‘ ‘d, Shed(s)y| |
rd .

e. Tormal ga::‘.an(s)D £. Windmill[ |g. Wataritswer/tankhousel a. Otherfx | Addi:tions
— kel
i. Ncnel |
b
12. Main <heme of zhe 1istoric rescurce: (Check only one): a. Arghizagiure X!
b. Arts ¢ Lelsuxe| | ¢. Zconomic/Indusctrial d. Zxplcratizn,/Seczlement
po— . S— . — - - —-- -
2. Zovermment! [ I. Milizary({ |g. Rweligicn| in. Sccizl/Zducation
- — L
20. Date form oreparasd: D€C. 1978 34 raame):. Roger G. Hatheway
- - - -4 . O T bl ~
iddvassg: /27 W. 7th St., Ste.300 -._., Los Angeles 7=, 9001
Sherne 68383-73220 C.R.A.

"3-171






LOS ANGELES CCWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER ZPROGRAM HISTORIC RESOQURCES INVENTORY

21, DESCRIPTICN
This structure consists of a building ranging from one to three stories
and basement. It is built of brick and concrete construction with
steel columns and girders. The large central chapel is of partly

steel frame construction. Associated structures are built of reinforced
concrete and stone. Major architectural features include shallow
buttresses along longitudinal sides, an arcade connecting the chapel

to the cathedral, a stone base, small medieval pointed and arched
windows, large central compound arched entrance with a distinct motiZ
imparted to =sach archivolt. Other details include Gothic niches,
delicate plaster tands, red tile roof, large entrance pisrs with
classically inspired relief work, and a large stained glass zose

window.

There is a garden, a patio-court area between the basilica and a
chapel. This area includes various landscape elements, such as flower-
ing plants and shaded tables.

(Continued on following page)
22. SIGNITICANCE

St. Paul's Cathedral is the product of a remarkable assocization of

. prominent architects in Los Angeles. It received an award from the
American Institute of Architects for "Merit of Design and Execution
of Worl in Architecture and Fine Arts" in 1925. The building is a
unique and interesting combination of styles,

It provides an important contrast in scale to the more recent corporate
structures that surround it. The garden patio and forecourt area

serve as a refuge from urban congestion. They are a popular luncheon
location for those who work nearby.

Historically, St. Paul's had the largest diocese of the Episccpal
Church. The building has also been the focal point of controversy.

The Cultural-He ritage Board of Los Angeles blocked the demclition of
the structure eaxly in 1971, at the reguest of church members and
architacts. The ou;lding was to be demclished in order tc maxs way
for a iarge otfiice tower designed by Cabot, Cabot, and Forbes
property Lgselr is considered tc be one of the most valuable 1
the city. '
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22. RIPREZENTATION IN ZXIITING SURVEVS

California iHistoric Resource Inventory - 245

Los Angelas CZultural Historic Monumenis - 66
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21.

22.

DESCRIPTION {Continued)

The pbuilding is a mixture of the Gothic and Svanish Zolonial Revival.
This is particularly visible in the contrast between the Figueroca
facade and the patic arsa. The =2nclosed patio, with its arched

portico and balcony above, red tile roofs, and use ¢f awnings, is
orimarily Spanish and Mediterranean, while the main =2ntrance has more
Gothic references. This mixture of styles is carriad out in a success-
ful and original manner.

The interior is Gothic in origin with dark wcod, high ceilings and
stained glass windows. Its interior features include rather extensive
use of Batchelder tile,

With the sxception of additions to the structure, tne facade is
intact,

SIGNIFICANCE {(Continued)

St. Paul's has considerable significance. This has been previously
recognized by both city and private organizations.



24.

LOS ANGELES DQWNTOWN ZFECPLE MOVER PRCGRAM HISTROIC RESOURCES INVINTCORY

3ICGRAPHICAL NOTES CN THE ARCHITECT

Carleton Winslow (1876-1946) - Winslow was porn in'Maine, and first
studlied architecture at Chicago's Art Institute. Later he trained
at the Paris Ecole Des Beaux Arts.

He was first emploved bv the liew York firm of Cram, Goodhue and
Ferguson. When, in 1911, Goodhue became chief architect of the

Panama-Pacific Exposition at San Diego, Winslow came to California
as the New York firm's reoresentative. Hers he discoverad and Zirst

used the Spanish Colenial style in U.S. Exposition architecture.

{Continued on following page)

ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL NCTES

Excavations are currently under way in preparation for the erection
of a large office structure off of Wilshire and behind St. Paul's
Cathedral. This project has been undertaiien by Cabot, Cabot, and
Forbes. ’

The interior of the church has a large collection of the work of E.
Batchelder, an importanrt and well recognized manufacturer of ar+t tile
in Pasadena.

SIBLIOGRAPHY

Los Angeles Times,
¥ebruary 8, 1970, C, 1.
July 13, 19706, 11, 1.
January 13, 1971, II, 5.
March 16, 1975, I, 22.
MNovember 11, 1977, IV, L.

Scuthwest Builder and Contractor,
May 27, 1921, p.lL
Fepruary 20, 1925, ».45,

Architectural Digest, 1926, pp.80-31,

Land Use 2lanning and Management 3Svystem,
- B 1 — : - — -

Los Anceles Planning Seo:o

VI - T ~ S b

Cizy 0 Los Angeles, Cozv Hall

.08 Apgelsas Filre Insurance Maps,

= -~ - - — - - -

Zanporn Map Company, liew York,

oA i aaAT IS

1332, 1927, 1253

.2s Angeles 2rawings,

Works Prolects Adminis=zrazion, 31753
o h —~— 1 =~ N -4l -
~C3 Angelss, 1939



24.

BIOGRAPHICAL NCTES ON THE ARCHITECT {Continued)
Winslow's designs brought him nationwide recocgnition.

He remained in Southern California and aided in or independently
designed a number of structures, including the Los Angelss Public
Library.

Roland E. Coate - Coate completed his training at Cornell in 1914.

He worked in New York for several vears. After moving to California,
he received his certificate to practice architscture and joined into
a partnership with Johnson and Xaufmann in 1921. The partnership
dissolved by mutual consent in 1924 and Coate practiced independently,
devoting himself almost exclusivelv to residential architecture.

He designed in a number of different styles beginning with the
Mediterranean in the 1920's and into American Colonial and Georgilan
in the 1930's. Late in his career, Coate joined into a partnership
with architects Winslow and Lunden.

Reginald Davis Johnson (1882~ ? ) -~ Johnson was born in New York and
was educated at Williams College and Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. He moved to California and established a practice in
Pasadena in 1812,

Johnson designed a number of prominent structures throughout Southern
California including the Hospital of the Good Samaritan, Santa Barbara
Post Office, and Santa Barbara Biltmore Hotel. He was a respected
Fellow American Institute of Architects and was appointed consulting
architect U.S. Treasury Department, 1935.

Gordon B. Kauimann (1888-3/1/1949) -~ Kaufmann was born in London,
England. He was educated at the London Polytechnic Institute, and
graduated at the age of twenty. He moved to and established residence
in Los Angeles, California in 1914 and, in 1920, formed a partnership
with Reginald Johnson and Roland Coate.

The partnership produced a considerable number of residential and
public buildings, perhaps the most notable of which 1s St. Paul's
Cathedral.

Kaufimann designed the Times Building as an independent project and
it is generally regarded as the cutstanding example o0f his architec-
tural creativicy, although he was scually familiar with 2 number of
other styles including Italian, Spanish, French, Englisa, and 0id
World Renaissancea.

Rauimann designed structures throughout Southern California, and was
a well known ané respected member c¢i the American Instizute of

Architacts.

3I2LICSGRAPHY ({Continued)
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Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program

Historic Resources Inventory Form

NTIFICATION
1. Common name: Fire Station No. 28
2. Historic name, iZ known: Bngine Company 28 Station
3. Strset or rural addrass 044 South Figueroa Street
city: LOs Angeles ZIP: 90017 County: [OS Angeles
4. Present cwner, Lf known: Los Angeles CTitv Addrsss: 200 No. Spring St.
City: Los Angeles 212:90012 ownershiz is: 2Public E}P:‘ivateg
5. Present Use: Vacant Fire Station Original Use: Fire Station
Other past uses:
6. Classificatien Building 10. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary)
7. Approximate proverty size: a. Cpen landDb. Scattarad bu:.ldingsD
. Lot size(in f£=2et) Frontage 59' ¢. Densely built-up | X|d. ?.esidentlalD
.. Depth 156" 2, C'ommercial@ £. IndustrialD .
or approx. acreage L1789 g. OtherD
8. Condition: {Check one) 11. Threats to sita:
a. Excellent[]b. Goodc. FairD a. None knownD b. Privats development[]
d. Deteriorated []a. No longser in <. ZoningElc‘.. Public Works project[]
- existenceg e. Vandalistf. OtherE See attached
9. Is the featurs a. Alterad?[X] Technical Report
b. Unaltered?[ | 12. Data(s) of enclosed photograpn(s)Nov. 1973

13. Primary ex%terior bhullding material: a.

e. WOOde. Other| x| Terra-cotta

Stoneb. Brick@c. StuccoDd. AdobeD

14, Is the struczure: a. On its original site?} ¥ b. :«ioved?[]c. Unkr.cwn?D
15. Year of initial construction 1912 This date is: a. Pactual|X k. Zstimatad |
18. Architsct(if kaown): J.P. Krempel and W.L. Erkes
17. Builder(if known): Kubach and Companv
13. Relatad features: a. Earr:[:]b. arxrizse '.:cuse( <. Cuthouse| (d. 3n=d{s)|
2. Formal carden{s)i £. Windmill g. Watartower/tankiouse| (. Cther| |
e
i. None!¥
19. Main theme of zhe aisucoric rasourcs: (Check z»nly one): a. Architachure |2,
. . — , . L - = . i
b. Arts 4 Lelsurs| ! <. Zconomic/Industriall id. :.x::lcra«:*.o;./Se::-anen:.____}
2. Governmen=! i I. Militarvi |gz. ?.al;c_:,cm—j':x. Scecial/Zducacion|
: 17 T 5 - of AV
26, Dace farm pragarsd: D€C. 1978 5y ..q,,, ROgEr G. Hatacewa:
- Ty
Addrass: 727 W. 7th St.,8te.300 ziz, LOS Ange-=2S ===, 90017
hcrne 633-7520 Crganizazion: C.R.&.
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LOS ANGELES DCWNTCWN 2EQPLEI MOVIR PRCGRAM HISTORIC RESQURCES INVENTCRY

DESCRIPTIOR

This fireproof structure consists of a three story building with a
basement. It 1s built of reinforced concrate with a surface laver

of brick on the street facade. Major architectural fzatures include
twin parapet towers with inset arches and capped by flagpoles. The
windows are contained within two story arched bays. The building

has sash windows with pilaster and entablature surrounds. The build-
ing has a cornice above the first and third floors. Brick at the
lower level is banded. The two central dcorways are recessed and
framed by brackets.

The structure is built on a rectangular plan with two svmmetrically
placed entrance bays. The wall surface has two large arched and
racessed panels with both flat and arched window openings. The
brickwork is set in unusual arched patterns. Three stone shields
ara spaced evenly across the facade above the second story.

(Continued on following page)
SIGNIFICANCE

The building is one of the first reinforced concrete fire stations in
Los Angeles. It was a Class A fireprocf structure built of brick,
hollow tile and concrete. 1Its original cost was approximately $50,000.

Plans for the structure were being prepared in 1911, but construction
did not begin until 1912,

The building is an interesting and unusual design. In relation to
the surrounding buildings, Fire Station 28 provides a refreshing
reduction of scale and serves as a historical monument to the growth
of Los Angeles,

FEPRESENTATION TN ZXISTING 3URVEVYS

T

Historic Rescurce Invanitory -
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DESCRIPTION (Continued)

The architectural style is influenced by classical refarsnces with
bracketed cornices. The facade i3 intact. Alterations are confined
to the intericr, with the exception of the filling in of several small
window openings on the sides of the building.

The structure is presently vacant.
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10S ANGZLZIS ZCOWNTOWN PTOPLEI MOVER PROGRAM HIZTRCIC RESOURCES INVINTCRY

BICGRARHICAL NCTES

CN TuE

Jokn Xrempel and Waltar Zrkes - The »nartnersnip produced a number orf
structures throughout Southern Calitfornia over a twenty-vear period.
The firm designed thes second Times Mirror Company in 19210 (S=2e Times
3uiiding Form in this reoort), the home oI Zeneral Otis, Santa 3arbara
High School, and the Maler-Brewery Ccmpany buildings, to name but a
faw.

Xrempel was one cI £he =zarliest architects in Los Angelas., He arrived
in Southern Zalifornia iduring the mid-1880's. In 1894 ne estaplished
his own office, working alone until 1911 when ne joined with Erkes in
(Continued on following page)

ASDITICNAL HISTCRICAL NCTEs

The »puilding is ovrasently vacant. It was built when horse drawn fire

ancines were used.
not well suited to today's needs.

The specific design of the structure adds, therefore,

importance,

BIZLICGRARPHY

L0os Angeles Times,
doril 16, 1911,
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24 . BIOGRAPHICAL XNCTZ=S
partnership.
Fire Station 28 is

Tha two men workad
1933,

ON THE ARCHITECT -Continued)

one of the first buildings designed bv
successiully together until Krempel's
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Los Angeles Downtown Peopie Mover Program
Historic Resources Inventory Form

INTIFICATION

1. Commen name: 3arker Brothers

. Historic iZ xnown: Barker Brothers

or rural address 800 West 7th Street

name,

Street

City: Los Angeles 2I2: 90017 County: LoOs Angeles

Pr=sent cwner,

if known:Canal-Randolsh Inc.*

Address: 150 So.

Wacker Dr.

-

ity: Chicago, IL

2IP:60606 Cwnership is: PublicDPrivate;x

5, Present Use: Store and 0Office Original Use: Furniturs Store, Office
Other past uses:

6. Classification Building 10. Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary)

7. Approximats preoperty, size: z., Qven landDb. Scatiarsd build:’.:zgsD

Lot size(in £=2ef) Frontage

Depth
.833

or approx. acreaage

Condition: (Check one) 1.

a. _.xcellefxtD... Gooch. "al*m

d. Deterioratsad| {2. No longer in

existence D

a. Altared?

b. Unaltered?D 12.

rimary exterior building matzrial:

2. Wocd D =, Other{]

Is the structure:

a.

zcenstruction

1925

iza? E]n

This

a. On its original s

-up D 4. Residential D
. Commerciallx|Z. Industriall |
c. OtherD

Threats to site:

c. Densely built

a. None knownD b. Private developmentg
project!

See attached
Technical Report

c. Zoning Dd. Puklic Works

e, Vandalismf. Otherix |
L

Date(s) of enclosed photzgraph(s)Nov. 1978

Stoneb. Brickc. Stu,coDd. AdobeD

)
Q
(]
[N
)
{}

?}
i‘
’

o_\)

cata 1

15: a.

18. Archisact{if known): Curlett and Beelman
17. Buildex(if zncwn): Scofield Engineering
- - N . - - o ~—1
18, Relatzd Zzaturas: a. Barni 2. Carxrxiase ncuse| |c. Cuthcuse| id. Shed(s)| |
e. Formal gardeniz)[ | Z. Windmill[ |g. Watertower/sankhcuse{ |n. Ither| |
L. ¥Nenel X
19, Main zheme of the nistoric rasour:sze: {(Chack only one): a. Archissccurs
[ } - . - . - .
D. Arts g leisural ! z. Zconeomic/Indusirialixld. ESxploracion/Sewulsament
2. Governmment{ |ZI. vilitarv| (g. Religicnl 'A. 3ccizl/Zducacicn) |
20, Data Isrm prararzd: Dec. 1973 3y {name; 20ger G, Hathewavw
Addrass: 727 W. Tzh St., 35t2,300 cisvy L0s Angelasg z-=2. 90017
Phene:  533-7520 Crzanizaticn: C.R.A.
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22.

LOS ANGELES DOWNTCWN TIZCPLI MOVZR PROGRAM HISTCRIC RESOURCES INVENTCRY

DESCRIPTION

The structure consists of a rectangular shaped multi-story building
cf eleven to thirteen stories, and from one to two basements (the
orimary structure is of eleven stories only). Construction ci the
building for the sub-basement is reinforced concrete. Above the
sub-basement is a steel frame, concrete floors and stairways, brick
curtain walls and hollow tile partitions. Columns of the steel
frame rest on reinforced concrete piers in the sub-basement. The
exterior of the building is faced with brick and terra-cotta.

The wall plan is flat with many decorative details. Major
architectural features include a rusticated topr floor and lower
stories, a band of second story arched win dows, and four cornices.
There is a dental cornice above the first and third stories, a
bracketed cornice above the tenth floor and a blind balustrade
below the top story with a large bracketed cornice at the rooifline.

(Continued on following page)

SIGNIFICANCE

Barlier Brothers is one of the oldest operating single family commercial
enterprises in the City of Los Angeles. The firm was founded in 1880
and has since grown into a major retail outlet. The present structure
was one of .the largest furniture stores in America at the time it

was first built. It was originally occupied exclusively by Barker
Brothers. The building was the fourth location of the firm. Its
construction symbolizes not only the growth of the company, but of

Los Angeles itself. '

The design of the original sales area was created specifically to
provide the illusion of individual interiocr spaces as they would
appear in the home. This unique and farsighted apprcach to sales
is carried on today.

so involved in the
advisory services 1
sketches, and colo

3arker Brothers was
rade itsgelf, cfferin
Zlcoor plans, dsacorati

lding and architectural
luding furnishing schemes,
s

cnemes.

bul
-
-t
-

heough .the downtown retail business has

alt declined,
itself is a fully functional unit. This is 1

E
largely a

.Continued on following page)

REFRESINTATION IM EZXI3TING 3TRYVEVS
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21,

2.

DESCRIPTION (Continued)

Paired and archned windows band the upper story of the structure, and
are surrounded by rusticated stone.

The window openings are both flat and arched, with a combination of
double hung sash windows, pivoted windows, and large bronze show-
case windows with decorative metalwork.

The main entrance is on Seventh Street. It consists of a large
central archway.

Structural details include metal Zire escapes, a rapeatin
head motif, and decorative metal grillwork above the firs
windows.

g ram's
t floor

The exterior of the structure is virtually unaltered, but the
interior has been entirely remodeled. Barker Brothers originally
occupied the entire building. They now occupy only the lower four
floors of it. The rest of the interior of the structure has been
remcdeled to provide office space for tenants.

The design is influenced by the Italian-Renaissance style.
Deccrative details are applied over a basically utilitarian
structure.

SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

prime location and the fact that the interior has been remodeled to
satisfy the needs of today's corporate enterprise.

The building's condition, history, and current highly functional
ability serve to make 1t a very significant zresource,

(98]

-199



wt |iv§;‘~

[
=y

Bt lanlE
[ I

ey
-
-
- Wy

=

BARKER BROS. FROM WEST
SIDE OF FIGUEROA



1 MIDBLOCK NORTH
SIDE OF SEVENTY, EZAST OF FLOWER

3-202

BARKER BROS. FRC

=



&)
[

VENTH

a
2]

s

k-
)



R BROS.

KE

DETAIL OF BAR

NDOWS

NL

=
I
jan

WCAS

SHO

O
(g]



INTERIOR OF BARKXER B3ROS.

3-205



N
(4 1Y

- - - - T e

.. , Cresfr gROS oFPw te

Fuenities 1 Al i siiewitemwEl e, o T '

P , N e e :

. . v orerme g .

o -k 1 - s
e e - - S Ty rreen = Lo [ ~ - -, 4 *
: W Jrurrerh 4 rep— AT L e e T

~ob oz oy
AR TEOrTY

| foearie ay Cm e ) ' )
i : ) .

T “ I we aevers c g -
1 L TR - ! - T =
' P e mae o - e BrawCs o 2er re arrer 4
t ~ —-gap caste Ridiad ® (L. . -”-:“—___—“—>‘-—--_.——'--
L - = 2 . | oo
= Ve . i
- ) L o M \ !
C ks ~cyv - - ‘
:}03 . L5 e A '-,"" < = ! l
N . ; ' % : i '
: '\ [ PoEn Crcr sesace f ! l
s ' ] -
- L R
| Lo |
i | H i
| ] 247 : )
¢ Pt ] ' . k4
i = .
t ‘ 2 y '.:.{ . }
? E— b 1 ‘ |
. h g Ty »
' {
; ! e i |
| it AN . ' 1
R t 1 - .o O e m—
) i ' ..
.-..’5‘ | b L L D mm——
e I Lo e e— ; © P
' R R ! L
—_— - PrEa SR SR S e ] :
e i o J v Meee Srees Crasrea ! A4 !
Ar ‘ ‘ : . ' 1 Moo
v . T @ Il e
1 s . 8
F E'.;”\-*-L

Sl (pasien firrr spay
M e se i) vn 4w
st Amma: e e

S

1
g Meres
i o}
' -—

H 'Y & VI owr §
: i 3
M . v . e 2. -
4 - Pl v > M . N .
. -»',.v.._.--.¢(~=- e~ -5 W &TH sarntanear ST L0UTmrOA Cal 6eg :
~-e & R vy e e »e:
T e 0 atany [ TR~ Bioc P
- . v s - P
C o 24 ! . . go por P O pam
L
—

Q
OA
IL‘

S. FIGUER

5. FLOWER -~

Caa | ;
‘ i
b i : H
| ; [ Cur (ROY CrmcEe & 2 . .
1 ] i HP v m o swrs B ) ~ i
| 1 i . R .‘_ ars ":Z ’ A { FocTiAd
| ea Ll S . - !
| s 1 X It — e i 00 Amaree
- =“-‘—"‘~_ e e ——
! ! b5, Ph ma T NE s AT
: =5 o [S
v
H
! it
6’2 v ;
' -+ -~
; :
? !
‘ H
N
! B Y Sre——
Lod :
N comecs i' |
) 9 tww, Treverr lasevwny i 1
;- ': ‘ y |
i st n A ) re M
s T — - ! —
| © = oed e =Y sl g 1 ! 4
! . > Co € Rt e Y h .
- : i Se ‘ ! y
1 5 b | B3 Jagrarguriew Siow '
3 - ) Lrme B opy s
Py ,
§ . i oz,
i e vty 74,
Y o
! 3 -
{ H e Wy
B > o [
; ) - et
H - P T e ———
i H -
' e o — .
P ¢ e LT
: . \. S e an Aere;
; - . e s C
Z 4 -5 —tn. LAS ) e
: . , o o . had - :
t v . - o



i
Frhdits

4

e

La)

—wr———y
YT ad . ki

fase
-

F
-
=

oy

i

il

DRSS AX DU L Wl H

i

Qurn
W
Falsf

v L 0 O N e st
e L=

A3 00 LB,

B e
EE: LELE L E@E\vﬁ

D CLER O O T

e
7

5

]
(SRS
e )

(3

A

o v e

L
-

-

¥
ST

L

oy
R

T

“
]
ek

kL)

A
1

~L

At F T R
SR A
RSN e R

3 A V0




Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program
Historic Resources Inventory Form

INTI=TZATION

1. Common name: 2+h and Ficueroa Building

2. Historic name, if known: Brownstein - Louis 3uilding

3. Strset or rural address 751 South Figueroca Street

City: Tas Ancales 2IP: 90017 County:  To0s aAngeles
4. Present owner, if known: Amoco Realty Co. Address: 200 E. Randolph Dr.
City: Chicago, T11. 2I2: Qwnership is: Fublic f—’PrivateE
5. Present Use: vacanc | Original Use: OFFice and Tamtory

Other past uses:

6. Classification  Building 10. Surroundings: (Check mora *han cne if necessary)
7. Approximats property size: a. Qpen LandDb. Scatterad buildi.-.gsD

Lot size(in feet) Frontage ¢. Densely built-ude. Residen‘i:ialD
Depth e, Comercial[zl £. Industrialm .

or aporox. acraage 2 144 g. Other{ |

8., Condition: (Check one) 11. Threats %o site:

a. ExcellentDb. Good@c. Fair a. None knownl:l b. Private developmentD

a he - - ) L] - k3 [ 3 v [} - Il
d. DeterlorateaDe. No longer in ¢. Zening| |d. Public Works pro;ectD
existance <4 - e T
- D e. Vancal:.smE]:. Otnerm See attached
9. Is the feature a. Alzer=d?[ Technical Report

b. Unaltered?[] 12. Date(s) of gnclosed pnotograph(s) Jyov 1978

13. Primary extsrior building material: a. StcneDb. Brick ¢c. Stucco| (4. Accbe D

a. WOOde. Other@ Concrete and architectural Terra-Cotta

14, Is the structure: a. On its original site?g[b. Hoved? ¢. Unknown?
15. Year of initial construction 197 This dats is: a. Factual| Y|b. Zstimazed
15, Archaitesct (i Xnown): Jonn Parkinson
17. 3uilder{if known): C_J. Xubach
. —s s o . . . — ; ™ 2 —
38, Ralatsd faatures: a. Rarxnj |b. Carrizges nouss| ;c. Cuthouse] !&. shed(si!| |
- - — . cai e e mw . / P . -t I
2. Fermal garden(s)| | . Windmill ¢. Watertgwer/tankheouse| |n. Sther|
mrnd - —_— ——
L. Nenei¥i
13. ¥ain theme oF the nistoriz rescuxcze: (Check only one): a. Arshizacturs
. Arts & Leisure! | ¢. Zcoremic/Indu trial&ayi. Explcration/Se::lemen:! |
2. Sowvernment, |ZI. Vilizarvi 1g. Relizicni a. Sccial/Iducaciont
20. 2ata Zcorm 2revarxed Nec., 1378 3V {nane) Roger G. Hathewav
iddrass: 727 W. Tth S=., S£2.3002izy Los Angeles zz3. 20017
Shcne:  §368-7520 Jvzanizazicn: CRA







LOS ANGELES CCOWNTCWN 2ECPLE MOVER PRCGRAM HISTORIC XESOURCES INVENTORY

t1

21. DESCRIPTION

This Zireproof structure consists of a five story and basement build-
ing. It is built of reinforced concrete and tile on an H-shaped plan.
Areas for roof gardens for the employees were originally located
between the wings on the rocf of the lower central building.

Major architectural features include a giant portico of composite
order, engaged columns raised above the first story attic. Windows
are vlaced above the portico, above which there is a bracketed tile
roof cornice. There is a large glass and metal panel screen between
the columns above the first story on the entrance facade and on the
north and south facing side of each wing between the second and Zourth
story. This "screen" provides a maximum amount of interior light, a
design feature specifically related to the original industrial use.
This also is an interesting and early example of a form of curtain
wat*l design.

(Continued on following page)

22. SIGNITICANCE

This building was designed by the prominent Los Angeles architect
John Parkinson. It i1s remarkable in that although it is a. basically
utilitarian design, the use of Neo-Classic architectural references
lends a powerful contrast between form and function.

The project was first proocsed in 1919. The design theme followed the
idea of an ideal industrial community complete with employee kitchens,
hospvital, recreation area, and library.

The property was purchased in 1919 and plans were completed early in
1920. The beginning of actual construction was delayed until later
in the same year due to financial difficulty on the part of the
investors. The original plans were revised and in September of 1920,
excavations were begun.

The tot
-
zc

a ost of the structure exceeded $1,000,000. The structure
was mo 2

d in 1921.

The Brownstein Building is significant for several major reascns. It
was an example of an industrial ideal combining excepticnal architectural
merit with many utilitarian advantages to emplovees. This was also a

(Continued on Zollowing page)

23. REPRESENTATION IN ZXISTING 3URVEYS
The 3rcwnstein Bullding is not a part of anv survey other than the
initial Los Angelsas Downtown Psople Mover Culzural-Historic Rescurses
Survey oI June 1273,



DESCRIPTION (Continued)

The building has flat window openings with metal frames and vertically
divided sash and casement windows. Windows on the original factory
production floors are pivoted so as to allow for a maximum of
ventilation. Door openings are f£lat and the main entrance is located
off center on the Figueroa facade. '

The structure is largely in its original condition, although alterations
to the street level facade include modern plate glass windows and the
addition of a red marble exterior surface to the main entrance doorway.
Building details include metal fire escapes, a broad stringcourse

above the first floor, a small cornice above the fourth floor, and

a mansard-style red tile roof above the upper story.

The building is designed in a Neo-Classic architectural style. At
the same time, however, the architect nhas incorporated a Spanish
influence which relieves the structure from any design severity. In
short, it is an interesting blend of architectural styles applied

in an unusual manner to an industrial structure.

One detail which is of particular interest is the capitals above the
columns on the Figueroca facade. They incorporate the female figure
into what can only be interpreted as a social and moral comment by
the architect (the factory was originally staffed entirely by women).

SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

departure from the accepted or traditional type of commercial build-
ing and it was envisioned as being a real contribution to the archi-
tectural history and beauty of Los Angeles.

The structure originally housed a bank and a retail outlet at street
level.

The combination of architectural styles, the importance of the

industrial ideal, and the business relatijion of this structure to
Los Angeles serve to make this a singularly important building.

3-211



24.

25.

26.

DOWNTCWN PEQPLE MOVER 2RCOGRAM HISTROIC RESCURCIS INVENTORY

SIOGRAPHICAL NCTES CN THE ARCEITECT

John Parkinson (1861-1935) - Parkinson was born in England. After
unsuccessfully attempting toc establish an architectural office there,
he moved to Hapa, California in 1885.

his
was

From 1890 to 1894 he practiced in Seattle and in 1894 he moved
office to Los Angeles. One of his first important commissions
the Homer Laughlin Building (now Grand Central Market).

This firm
including the

In 1905 he Zormed a partnership with Edwin Bergstrom.
designed numerous important structures in Los Angeles,

(Continued on following page)
ADDITIONAL HISTORICAIL NCTES

Daniel Brownstein was born in California in 1870 near Red Bluff in
the northern part of the state.

He moved to Southern California after graduating from high school,

and first worked as a clerk for the Jacoby Brothers, a pioneer cloth-
ing company in Los Angeles. When the firm dissolved in 1395, Brownstein
organized his own corporation. By 1905 the company occupied a four-
story structure as a wholesale and manufacturing plant.

Mr. Brownstein was an influential and well respected member of the
Los Angeles business community. He was instrumental in establishing
progressive reforms in a number of business enterprises.

BIBLICGRAPHY

Los Angeles Times,
June 10, 1919, I,
August 21, 1919,

August 24, 1919, V,
May 8, 1920, II, 1.
September 12, 1920,

8.
Iz, 1.

1.

Vv,

Southwest
—
¢ -

... "

u'a_'.y )
Land Use Planning and Management 3vstemn,

Los Angeles Planning Dept.,
City of Los Angeles, Cicy Hall.

Los Angei=as Slre Insurances Maps,
Sanborn Mao Zompany, New York,
1383, 1827, 13533
Los Ancelas Drawings,
Works Protacis Administration,
Los Ancelas, .939

Zontinued 2on Iollowing zpage
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24.

26.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT (Continued)

original California Club, the Alexandria Hotel, the Citizens Naticnal
Bank Building, the Metropolitan Building, and the Bullocks Broadway.

The vartnership with Bergstrom was ended in 1915. After this, John
Parkinson continued practice with his son, Donald. During this final
period in his career, his most important works were the Title Guarantee,
Title Insurance Building and a collaboration on the Los Angeles City
Hall.

The last major work he helped design was the Los Angeles Union Station.
Parkinson was one of the most important architects in Los Angeles
during his lifetime. He designed or helped to design more major
buildings than any other architect in the citv. His work shows that
he was familiar with a variety of architectural styles, and that the
value of this was recognized by businessmen and developers throughout
Southern California.

2IBLIOGRAPHY (Continued)

Building Permits, City of Los Angeles.

Baists Real Estate Atlas of Los Angeles,
G.W. Baist Co., Philadelphia, 1905




FACADE OF BROWNSTEIN CO.



STREET VIEW OF BROWNSTEIN
BUILDING - MID-BLCCX CF
EAST SIDE FIGUEROA, SCuTH
OF NINTH
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Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Program

distoric Resources inventory Form

1

—

[3%]

3.

CATION _
Common name: Society for the Preservation of Variety Arts
Historic name, iZ known: Friday Morning Club
Streez or rural addrass 238-40 South Figueroa
city: Los Angeles z1p: 90015 County: DOS Angeles
Present owner, if xnown: S.P.V.A., Inc. Address: 938-40 So. Figueroa
City:_ Los Angeles 212: 90013 gumership is: Public EPrivateE
Present Use: Arts Club Original Use: Clubhouse
Other past uses:
Classification Building 10. Surroundings:{Check more than cne if necessary)
Approximats property siza: a. Open land{ l5. Scattered buildi .gsr_—l
Lot siza(in fset) Frontage ¢. Densely bu;lt—ude. ResidentialD
.. Depth e. C'ommercial £. Industrial[]
Or approx. acreage -381 g. OtherD
Condition: (Check one) 11. Threats to site:
a. Excel.lantb. C-ood[—_—[c. E’ai:El a. None knownD b. Private developmentD
4. DeterioratedDe. No longer in c. Zoning[]d. Public Works croject
sxistence D e. Vandalism[ |Z. Other@ See attached
Is the fsature a. Altered?@ Technical Report
b. Unaltered?| | 12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s) Nov.1978
Primary exterior building matsrial: a. Stone[X]|b. 3rick[ |c. Stucco[ |d. Adobe [ |
e, WoodDh. OtherD
Is the structure: a. On its original sits?(X|b. Moved?| |c. L‘-nknown?D
Year of initial construction 1923 This date is: a. :-"actualb. Estim dE
Architacs (12 knewn): Allison and Allison
3uilder (if xnown) Winter Construction Co.
Ralatad Zeatures: a. 2arn| |b. CTarriage 'zousegb. Vu::cuser_]d Shad (s )‘——’
e. Formal garden(s){ | £. Wz.ndmil.l;':\_“. Watertewar/“anﬁmu;eﬂn. Ctneru
1. Ionei_lj
Main theme oI %he alstoric rasource: (Check conly on=): a. Architaczurs
D. Arts % Lelsura@ 2. Zconomiz/Industria |d. EZxpicraticn/3ezileament D
a. Governme D:‘. Milik v:z:—_—Jc. Feligicn| |2 ~oc;al/€duca:ion[:
Datz IZorm pragarad: Dec. 1973 3v (name) Roger G. Hatheway
Addrags: 727 W, 7th 3t., S3te.l3G0 City Los Angeles 273 30017
?hene 533-7320 Crganization C.2.A.







LOS ANGELES DCWNTCWN PEOPLE MOVER 2R0OGRAM HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

21. DESCRIPTICN

The structure consists of a five and seven story buillding with a
pbasement. It is fireproof and is built of reinforced concrete and
steel. Major architectural features include a triple arch entrance
supported on columns. The balcony at third story level has an arched
cornice. A second story balcony is supported on an unusual arrange-
ment of beam ends supported by columns. The fourth floor has a loggia
which repeats the arches of the ground floor, and has a snowflake
pattern balustrade supported on two tiered brackets. Other features
include sash windows and a corner tower with a continucus balcony at
tower level. The wall and window surface treatment is austere.

The extericr of the building is of cast stone and cement plaster, with
a red tile roof.

On*the first floor of the interior, there is a large entrance lobby
leading to the auditorium. Offices are located on the mezzanine.

(Continued on following page)
22. SIGNIFICANCE

The Friday Morning Club was one of the more prominent women's corgani-
zations in the Los Angeles area. The building was constructed to
accommodate the growing membership and increased needs of the organi-
zation. By the 1970's, however, both membership and reavenues had fallen
off considerably. As a result, the Society for the Preservation of
Variety Arts, Inc., & non-profit, tax-exempt organization, bought

the building in 1977 and is also deeply interested in the preservation
of the building and in its continuous use as a working landmark cele-
brating both the past and the future.

The Society has installed in the building many unique and extensive
collections in the field of theatre arts. They include the Tracy
Keenan Wynn lithograph collection, and rare mint-condition strobridge
theatrical "three sheet" lighograpis dating from 1910-12, on permanent
loan from the University of Southern California Library, and on
permanent display in specially constructed display Zrames in the
Theatre Roof Garden.

ire career,
ious rocms.
2, transcrip=-
unreleased

The E4d Wynn collection of photograpns covering his en
and his posters, large and small, are displayed in va
The collection also includes his awards, corresponden
tions of radio shows, 1949-350 tslevision programs, an
ilm footage.
(Continued on following page)
23. REPRESENTATICN IN TXI3ZTING SURVEYS
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DESCRIPTION (Continued)

Club rooms are located on the second floor with a lounge and library.

On the third floor there is a lecture hall. The fourth floor is taken
over entirely by a large dining room.

The style is influenced by Italian Renaissance architecture. Except
for minor alterations, the facade of this structure is intack.

SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

The Norman Carroll Circus Collection, on permanent loan from the
Los Angeles Museum cf Science and Industry, is on permanent display
in-the fourth floor lecbby and lounge.

Milt Larsen's Earl Carroll Collection, with pictorial elements, is

on disvlay in the fourth floor lounge. Photos, programs, personal
letters and files, and production scripts are in the SPVA library.
These include all of the scripts for the various editions of the Earl
Carroll Vanities (1926 through 1932) and the Earl Carroll Sketchboock
Revues from 1929 to 1948. These include sketches that were performed
by W.C. Fields, Jack Benny, William Demarest, Joe Cook, Will Mahoney,
and many other great Broadway stars.

The Eddie Cantor Collection, including Cantor's personal files, scripts,
unpublished manuscripts, and rare photos, tapes, and acetate recordings
of early Cantor radio shows and interviews, are on file. Of particular
value and interest is the Eddie Cantor gag file. This is his personal
collection of thousands of gags under individual subject headings.

The Billy House Collection, including the comedian’'s own gag file,
joke and humor books dating back to the first editions of Joe Miller,
and original copies of Madison's Budget and Capt. Billy's Whiz Bang
are on file. It also contains many full scripts of lost musical
comedies and original sketches by Billy House.

Personal memorabilia of George M. Cohan, Jimmy Durante, Ed Wynn, and
Burt Lanr are located in various rooms.

The SPVA library is open as a research facility to any serious student
of the theatre, whether or not he is a member, and is in daily use

for that purpose, attracting students and working professionals, as
well zs non-proisessional speakers looking for material.

The building 1is in active use by the Sccigty, and in some cases, 1n
cooperation with the University of Southern California College of
Continuing Education for a wide variety of classes, seminars, and
workshops.

The following artists have participated to pass along their sxperience
and sxills: Edgar Bergen, 3uddy &Ebsen, Jack Haley, Sr., George Jesssl,
and ¥Nick Lucas.

3-223
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26.

LOS ANGELES DCWNTOWN PEOPLE MCVER PRCGRAM HISTROIC RESCURCES INVEINTORY

BIOGRAPHICAL MOTES CN THE ARCHITZECT

o R Y

Allison and Allison - The firm of Allison and Allison designed a large
nulber of significant structures throughout the Southwest, and in
particular in Southern California.

t
The firm was responsible for supervising design plans for the University
of California at Los Angeles. In addition to the Friday Morning Club
and the Southern California Edison Company building, Aliison and Allison
designed tne Uniwversity Club, Shakespeare Club, and the Women's Athletic
Club. ‘

Senior member of this firm was David Clark Allison. Born in 1881, Allison
(Continued on fcllowing page)
ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL NCTES

The Friday Morning Club was established in Los Angeles in April 1891,

Itd organizer and first president was Caroline Seymour Severance, who
had been founder and first president of the New England Women's Club
organized in Boston in 1868,

Much of the civic and philanthropic work in the developing life of
Los Angeles was done by women who were members of the Friday Morning
Club. Activities of the Club and its members in its earlv years
included: :

The establishment of kindergartens in the city, under
the leadership of Mrs. Severance.

(Continued on following page)
BIBLICGRAPHY

Los Angeles Times,
April 9, 1922, Vv, 1.
April 4, 1971, =, 6.

Southwest Bujildar and Contractor,
January 26, 1923, p.57.
February 23, 1923, p.4d0.
March 2, 1923, p.d

March 30, 1923, »2.30.

February 20, 1925, p.45.

Fridav Morning Clib ¥Yzarbock,

Los Angelas, 2313, 1921.

Bunker Hill Yews Weekly, .
sd4ne o, 1377, z.l1i

Land Use 2lanning and Manacament Svs=zam,

Zes Ancelss ?lanning Dept.,

Cizy oI Los ang=las, City Hal:
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26.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT (Continued)

was educatzc¢ at the Universitcy oI Pennsvlvania and later studied at
the Ecole Des Beaux Arts, Paris. Allison moved to Los Angeles in
1910 and immediately established a successiul practice in architecture.

ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL NOTES (Continued)

Founding of the first organized charities in Los
Angeles under Mrs. D.G. Stevens, a member of FMC
from 1893 to her death at age 98.

Development of a Juvenile Court in Los Angelss, led
by Mrs. Joseph Sartori, to whom the Club library is
dedicated. Mrs. Sartori was also for many vears a
member of the University of California Board of
Regents.

From the beginning, the Friday Morning Club, under the leadership of
Mrs. Severance, was in the forefront of the battle Zor women's suffrage.
The Club library contains correspondence between Mrs. Severance and
Susan B. Anthony, dated 1900 and 1901. When suffrage was achieved

in California in 1911, Mrs. Severance, at age 91, was honored by

being the first woman to register in Los Angeles.

The Friday Morning Club still occupies the £ifth floor of the build-
ing, having leased it back frcom the Society, and the Club still uses
the large theatre, the main dining room, and other meeting rooms for
meetings, lectures, film showings, and special occasions.

BIBLIOGRAPHY (Continued)

Los Anceles Fire Insurance Maps,
Sanborn Map Company, New York,
1883, 1927, 1953

Los Anceles Drawings,
WOrkxs ?rojects Administration
Los Angelas, 19339
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FRIDAY MORNING CLUB
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FIFTH STREET WALL FROM
CORNER OF GRAND AND FIFTH
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FIFTH STREET WALL FROM
CORNER OF GRAND AND FIFTH
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FIFTH STREET WALL FROM
CORNER OF GRAND AND FIFTH
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FIFTH STREET WALL FROM
CORNER OF GRAND AND FIFTH
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SUPPLEMENTARY IN[JRMATION ABOUT
THE FIFTH STREET RETAINING WALL

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

The following report summarizes the information currently
available concerning the provenance of the Fifth Street
retaining wall. It was prepared to assist the California
State Historic Preservation Office in a determination of
éligibility of the wall for the National Register of His-
toric Places. Information was gathered from a number of
sources including the City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Engineer-

ing and the archives of the Los Angeles Public Library.

The Fifth Street retaining wall was built in the spring

and summer of 1930. As-built engineering drawings (DL

801~DL 806) are dated from September to December, 1929,

and bear the stamp "work accepted 9-16-1930." The draw-

ings indicate pilasters and capitals on the wall that are
very similar to those on the Goodhue-Winslow designed Central
Library across the street. " The pilasters and capitals differ
only in the way in which the scroll™is placed on the cawnital.
The Central Library was nominated to the National Register

of Historic Places in 1969.

The initial guestion that required research on the wall was
raised by a member of the Los Angeles Downtown People Mover
Historic Revisw Panel during the foct survey of the route by

the panel in June, 1973. Margaret 3Bach guestionsd whether the

o]

wall had been designed by Bertram Geodhue 1n the course oF
design work for the Library. She based this hypothesis on
the recollescion of some drawings in the Bureau of Public

Buildings and at the Library. Both ©f these scurces wersa



checked in July, 1978, and in later visits to the Library,
and there 1s no evidence whatscever that Bertram Goodhue

prepared any designs for the wall prior to his death.

Attitional research at the library does confirm the following:

1.) The as-built drawings are signed by ¢ity
engineers and architects except for the
Edison Building bay which 1s signed by
Allison & Allison, architects for the
Edison Bulilding. There 1is nc attribution

to Winslow on the as-built drawings.

2.} The first suggestion that can be documented
that pilasters and capitals on the wall
are similar to those on the Library appears
on a drawing prepared by the Parks Depart-
ment, City of Los Angeles, 10-21-27, signed
C.C.McE.

3.) Carleton Winslow prepared a number of schemes
for the wall between 1923 and 1929, although
ncne of those that can be located represent
the wall as built. (The blueprint room at the
Central Library is in such a chaotic state
that one cannot be sure that all of the Winslow
drawings have been located. At least one of
the drawings that was located bore thne citation
"ninth scheme." However, all nine Winsliow
drawings could not be found in the room. All
of the Winslow blueprints are in extremely fragile

condition and wers not copiad for this r=ason.)

4.) Although Winslcw was obviously developiling schemes
o)

u
i, n £t aprear to have had any

F—

for the wa e
contractual responsibillity. The coriginal contract
: i

Detween the

idrary 2oard and Bertram Gogchue/
Cariston Wi e
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General Requirements of that contract (Board

oI Library Directors ilinutes January 31, 1922)

do not include any reference to the wall. There
is no record of any other contract between Winslow
or Goochue with any city department between 1922
and 1929. (source: City Clerk's office, City
Council Index). It is possible that Winslow

was workling under the original terms of his con-
tract with the Library Board which allowed the
Board to instruct the architects to "offer services
in consulation and in any other way required by
salid Board." (Board minutes, January 31, 1922,

p, 138).

As a result of the foregoing, it seems fair to say that although
Winslow was preparing designs for the wall as late as 1929,

he was not the only person preparing wall designs nor was he

the architect who was credited with the final design. How-
ever, the final design adopted bears an obvious relationship

to the capitals and pilasters on the library which were de-
signed by Goodhue and Winslow. None of the Winslow designs
dated prior to 1927 suggest any similarity between the buttresses
on the wall and those on the library; that idea seems to have
originated with the Parks Department. Allison & Allison were
given credit on the as-builts fcor the Edison Company bay they

designed.

Relationshnip of the Wall to the Library

P

The wall was not built until 1930; construction on &

he Library
started in 1924. The library site was Iormerly the site of
the State Normal School (predecessor to UCLA) . The City of
LOs Angeles acguired the property from the State in 1922 when
ol

the Normal School red Lo Vermont Avenue (now the site ¢of Los



occupancy, Fifth Street ended at :he Normal School gates

just west of Grand Avenue. Although the City of Los Angeles
owned a right-of-way through the site for the extension of
Fifth Street, that right-of-way was not develooed until grading
commenced for the Library. (pers. comm.: Harrison Kimball,

Bureau c¢f Engineering).

Fifth Street and the Library seem to have been buillt at about
the same time. However, Fifth Street was quite narrow and if
there was a retaining wall across from the Library it consisted
either of earth or wood until 1930. The 1929 "as-builts™
indicate that Fifth Street was widened when the existing wall
was built and modifications were made to the sidewalk and
curbing of Upper Fifth Street (or the extension of Hope Street)
in 1930.

There 1s only circumstantial evidence to suggest a connection
between the construction of the Edison Bullding and construct-
ion of the wall. The Edison Building with its underground
parking would have required a significant amount of grading.
Site preparations for the Edison Building appear to have coin-
cided with the City of Los Angeles' desire to widen Fifth Street
and to build a permanent retaining wall. The two activities
were obviously coordinated when Allison & Allison were given
responsibility for designing the wall bay that serves as an
entrance to underground parking for the Edison Company and
when the Ediscn Company was clearly given responsibilizv Ior

u

cting that bay in the wall.



Los Argeles Downtown People Mover Program
Historic Resources Inventory Form

TNTIZICATICON

1. Commen name: Fifth Street Retaining Wall

4

2. Historic name, if known: Fifth Street Retaining Wall

3. Street or rural addrass Fifth Street between Grand and Flower

City: LOs Angeles z1p, 20017 County: LCS angeles
4. Present owner, if known: City of Los Angeles Addrass; 200 Ho. Spring

City: Los Angeles z1p: 20012 Cwniership is: PublicEP:ivateD
3. Present Use: Retaining wall Criginal Use: Retaining wall

Other past uses:

6. Classification 10. Surroundings:{Check more than one if necessar
7. Approximate property size: a. Qpen land[] b, Scattered buildingsD
Lot size(in feet) Frontage 350! c. Densely built-up({X|d. Residential D
.. Depth e. Commercial £. IndustrialD .
or apprcx. acreage g. OvtherG
8. Condition: (Check one) 11. Threats to sita:
a. ExcellentD b. GoodEc. Falir| a. None Xxnown b. Private develogmentD
4. Deterioratedae. No longer in Coc. chinng. Public Works projectD
exj‘StenceD e. Vandalism[] £. Ot‘nerE See attached

Technical Report
9. Is the feature a. Altered?D -

b. Unaltered?{x | 12. Date(s) of enclosed photograph(s)Nov. 1978

13. Primary exterior building materizal: a. Stone[]b. 3rick| <. StuccoDd. AdobeD
2. Wood| !£. Other/¥| Concrete

14. Is the structure: a. Cn its original site?b. zftoved?| <. Unknown?D

L]

15. Ys2ar of inizial construccion 1930 This date is: a. Fac-ualiX |b. Estimate

L

16. Architecc(if known): City of Los Angeles/Alliscon and Allison

. Builder(if known):

PR ~ . . . [ - : —~— oy
18, Related Zesatures: a. 2arxn| o. Carrizge housei ¢, Suthouse| |d. Shed(s)| |
e. Formal zarden{s)| | I. %indmill, !cg. Watar=cwer/tankhouse: {n. Qther{x|See
— — ead e
i. None| | Statement of
Significance
19, Main theme of the hiszoric rasource: [Check only one): &, Archicacturs [

20.
- - . T - qan . - . \ -
Adéress: 27 W, 7th 3t.,3te.303 Zizy Los Angeles z12: 90017
oy o= . ~ sy
hene 533-75290 lrzanizazizsn CLUR.AL
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DESCRIPTION

The Fifth Street retaining wall is a concrets wall running from the
corner of Fifth and Grand to the west side of the end of Hope Street.
The wall is parallel to Fifth on the north side of the street. It
varies in height from approximately four feet at the =ast end to
approximately twenty-five feet at the west end.

At the foot 2f Hope Street there is an arcaded double stairway.

The detailing of the majority of the wall consists of flat pilasters
attached to the wall surface. The detailing of the cap of the
pilaster 1is nearly identical to that of the pilasters on the Los
Angeles Public Library across the strect.

The pilasters divide the wall into bays. One of the bays is of
distinctly different design than the rest of the wall. This
single bay was designed by Allison and Allison as part of the
Edison Company Building. It is executed in concrete and stone.

(Continued on following page)

SIGNIFICANCE

The "as buillt" drawings for the Fifth Street wall are dated from
September to December of 1929. The drawings are stamped "work
accepted” on September 16, 1930. All of these drawings are from
the office of John C. Shaw, City Engineer. 1In addition, drawings
exist from the Department of Parks that are dated Octcber 21, 1927.
These drawings are the first known drawings of the detailing on the
pilasters.

The primary significance of the wall is through its association with
the Los Angeles Public Library and the Edison Building. The connection
between the wall and the Library is made through the duplication

of architectural detail and the fact that C. Winslow designed a

numper of different plans for the wall itself. To date no drawing

of Winslow's has been found which depicts the wall as it was actually
built. The simple fact that designs for the wall were made by Winslow
indicate, however, that in terms of both the enclosure of space and

as a visual element, a projected wall 1n the location 2f the present
Fifth Street wall, was linked to =the Library at a very =arly date.

The later duplication of detailing in the "as built” drawings only
serves to strengthen this implication.

(Continued on Zollowing page)

REPRESENTATION IN IXISTING SURVEYS

The Fifth Street retaining wall is represented in no survey amar=
frem the original Los Angeles Down:zown People Mover His=oric and
Cultural Resources Survev of June _3783.

It was menticoned in this raport as a significant landscape and visual
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22.

DESCRIPTION (Continued)

The wall stands virtually unaltered. It is in an outwardly fair
state of repair and it fits guite well into the existing street-
scape.

SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

The connection between the wall and the Edison Building is made by
the fact that Allison and Allison designed a porticn of it. This

is c¢learly shown on the "as built" drawings. For further information
on the Edison Building, see the individual form on it in this reporc.

The wall is clearly an important visual element along Fifth Street.
ts association with the Public Library and the Zdison Building adds
to its historical and architectural significance.
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3ICGRAPHICAL NQOTES ON THE ARCHITECT

Allison and Allison - The firm of Allison and Allison designed a large
number of significant structures throughout the Southwest, and in par-
ticular in Southern California.

The firm was responsible for supervising design plans for the University
of California at Los angeles. In addition to the Friday Mcrning Club
and the Southern California Edison Company building, Alliscon and Allison

designed the University Club, Shaliespeare Club, and the Women's
Athletic Club.

Senior member of this firm was David Clark Allison. Born in 1881,
{(Continued on following page)

ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL NOTES

Research shows that Winslow was designing plans for the wall as late
as July 13, 1929. These drawings by Winslow were completed after
Allison and Allison had drawn their portion of the wall. Winslow was
therefore a part of the design process at a very late date.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Library of the Bureau of Enginecring,
City of Los Angeles.

Various Plans by C. Winslow for the Wall.
{(Now stored in the Los Angeles Public
Library)

Land Use Planning and Management System,
Los Angeles Planning Dept.,
Cizy of Los Angelss, Jity Hall,

Los Angeles Fire Insurance Maps,
Sanborn Map Companvy, lew York,
1333, 1927, 1953

Los Angeles Draw
3 A

b
Works Projec Admlnistration,
9




BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT (Continued)

Allison was educated at the University of Pennsylvania and later
studied at the Ecole Des Beaux Arts, Paris. Allison moved to Los
Angeles in 1910 and immediately established a successiul practice
architecture.

in
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION ABOUT
THE FIFTH STREET RETAINING WALL

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

The following report summarizes the information currently
available concerning the provenance of the Fifth Street
retaining wall. It was prepared to assist the California
State Historic Preservation Office in a determination of
eligibility of the wall for the National Register of His-
toric Places. Information was gathered from a number of
sources including the City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Engineer-
ing and the archives of the Los Angeles Public Library.

The Fifth Street retaining wall was built in the spring

and summer of 1930. As-built engineering drawings (DL

801-DL 806) are dated from September to December, 1929,

and bear the stamp "work accepted 9-16-1930." The draw-

ings indicate pilasters and capitals on the wall that are
very similar to those on the Goodhue-Winslow designed Central
Library across the street. The pilasters and capitals differ
only in the way in which the scroll is placed on the cavital.
The Central Library was nominated to the National Register

of Historic Places in 1969.

The initial gquestion that required research on the wall was
raised by a member of the Los Angeles Downtown People Mover
Historic Review Panel during the foot survey of the route by
the panel in June, 1978. Margaret Bach gquestioned whether the
wall had been designed by Bertram Goodhue in the course of
design work for the Library. She based this hypothesis on

the recocllecion of some drawings in the Bureau of Public

Buildings and at the Library. Both of these sources were



checked in July, 1978, and in later visits to the Library,
and there is no evidence whatsoever that Bertram Goodhue

prepared any designs for the wall prior to his death.

Attitional research at the library does confirm the following:

1.) The as-built drawings are signed by city
engineers and architects except for the
Edison Building bay which is signed by
Allison & 2Allison, architects for the
Edison Building. There is no attribution

to Winslow on the as-built drawings.

2.) The first suggestion that can be documented
that pilasters and capitals on the wall
are similar to those on the Library appears
on a drawing prepared by the Parks Depart-
ment, City of Los Angeles, 10-21-27, signed
C.C.McE.

3.) Carleton Winslow prepared a number of schemes
for the wall between 1923 and 1929, although
none of those that can be located represent
the wall as built. (The blueprint room at the
Central Library is in such a chaotic state
that one cannot be sure that all of the Winslow
drawings have been located. At least one of
the drawings that was located bore the citation
"ninth scheme.”" However, all nine Winslow
drawings could not be found in the room. All
of the Winslow blueprints are in extremely fragile

conditicon and were not copied for this reason.)

4.) Althouch Winslow was obviously developing schemes
for the wall, he does not appear to have had any
contractual responsibility. The original contract
between the Library Board and Bertram Goodhue/
Carletcn Winslow dated September 20, 1922, and the



General Requirements of that contract (Board

of Library Directors Minutes January 31, 1922)

do not include any reference to the wall. There
is no record of any other contract between Winslow
or Goodhue with any city department between 1922
and 1929. (source: City Clerk's office, City
Council Index). It is possible that Winslow

was working under the original terms of his con-
tract with the Library Board which allowed the
Board to instruct the architects to "offer services
in consulation and in any other way required by
said Board." (Board minutes, January 31, 1922,

p, 138).

As a result of the foregoing, it seems fair to say that although
Winslow was preparing designs for the wall as late as 1929,

he was not the only person preparing wall designs nor was he

the architect who was credited with the final design. How-
ever, the final design adopted bears an obwvious relationship

to the capitals and pilasters on the library which were de-
signed by Goodhue and Winslow. None of the Winslow designs
dated prior to 1927 suggest any similarity between the buttresses
on the wall and those on the library; that idea seems to have
originated with the Parks Department. 2Alliscon & Allison were
given credit on the as-builts for the Edison Company bay they
designed.

Relaticonship of the Wall to the Library

The wall was not built until 1930; construction on the Library
started in 1924. The library site was formerly the site of
the State Normal School (predecessor tc UCLA). The City of
Los Angeles acquired the property from the State in 1922 when
the Normal School meved to Vermont Avenue (now the site of Los

Angeles City College). During the period of Normal School



occupancy, Fifth Street ended at the Normal School gates

just west of Grand Avenue. Although the City of Los Angeles
owned a right-of-way through the site for the extension of
Fifth Street, that right-of-way was not develoved until grading
commenced for the Library. (pers. comm.: Harrison Kimball,

Bureau of Engineering).

Fifth Street and the Library seem to have been built at about
the same time. However, Fifth Street was quite narrow and if
there was a retaining wall across from the Library it consisted
either of earth or wood until 1930. The 1929 "as-builts"
indicate that Fifth Street was widened when the existing wall
was built and modifications were made to the sidewalk and
curbing of Upper Fifth Street (or the extension of Hope Street)
in 1930.

There is only circumstantial evidence to suggest a connection
between the construction of the Edison Building and construct-
ion of the wall. The Edison Building with its underground
parking would have required a significant amount of grading.
Site preparations for the Edison Building appear to have coin-
cided with the City of Los Angeles' desire to widen Fifth Street
and to build a permanent retaining wall. The two activities
were obviously coordinated when Allison & Allison were given
responsibility for designing the wall bay that serves as an
entrance to underground parking for the Edison Company and
when the Edison Company was clearly given responsibility for

constructing that bay in the wall.
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lL.os Angeles Downtown People Mover Program
Historic Resources |nventory Form

ENTIFICATION
1. Common name: Fifth Street Retaining Wall
Fifth Street Retaining Wall

2. Historic name, if known:

3, Street or rural address Fifth Street between Grand and Flower

City: Los Angeles z1p: 90017 County: LOS Angeles
4. Present owner, if known: City of Los Angeles Address: 200 Wo. Spring

city: Los Angeles 21p: 90012 ounership is: public [¥]private[ ]
5. Present Use: Retaining wall Original Use: Retaining wall

Other past uses:

6. Classification Structure 10. Surroundings:(Check more than one if necessary)r
7. Approximate property size: a. Open landDb. Scattered buildingsD
Lot size(in feet) Frontage 350 c. Densely built—-upd. ResidentialG
.. Depth e. Commercial £. Industrial[:[
Qr approx. acreage g. OtherD
8. Condition: (Check one) 11. Threats to site:
a. Excallent[:[b GoodD c. Fair a. None knownD b. Private development[:]
4. Deter:.oratea[]-. No longer in " ¢. Zoning Dd Public Works projectD

existence[] e. VandalJ.S'an Othe* See attached

Technical Report

9. Is the feature a. Altered?D
b. Unaltered? 12. pDate(s) of enclosed ophotograpa(s)Nov. 1978

13. Primary exterior building material: a. StcneDb. Brick[]c. StuccoDd. Acobe D

e. Woode. OtherE Concrete

14, Is the structure: a. On its original site?b. Moved?[]"c. Unknown?[]

15. Year of initial construction 1930 This date is: a. Factualb. E’.stimated[j

16. Architect(if known): City of Los Angeles/Allison and Allison

17. Builder(if known):
18. Related features: a. Barn[ |b. Carriage house |c. OQuthouse[ ]d. Shed(s)[ ]
e. Formal garden(s)[ | t. Windmill[ ] g. Watertower/tankhouse| |h. Other[X]See

i. None[ ] Statement of
Significance

19. Main theme of the historic resource: (Check only one}: a. Architacture { 1

b. Arts & Lelsur=D c. ..conomc/Irdustr:.alDd Exploration/Set:t lementD
a, C—overnmenth ‘ul:._arvmg Rel:.g:.ﬁnD n. Socgial/E ducatmonD

20. Date2 Zform prepared: Dec. 1978 By (name): Roger G. Hatheway

Address: 727 W. 7th St.,S5te.300 citvy Los Angeles zIp: 90017

tg

Phone: 688-7520 Organizatcion: C.R.A.






LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PEOPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

21. DESCRIPTION

22.

The Fifth Street retaining wall is a concrete wall running from the
corner of Fifth and Grand to the west side of the end of Hope Street.
The wall is parallel to Fifth on the north side of the street. It
varies in height from approximately four feet at the east end to
approximately twenty-five feet at the west end.

At the foot of Hope Street there is an arcaded double stairway.

The detailing of the majority of the wall consists of flat pilasters
attached to the wall surface. The detailing of the cap of the
pilaster is nearly identical to that of the pilasters on the Los
Angeles Public Library across the street.

The pilasters divide the wall into bays. One of the bays is of
distinctly different design than the rest of the wall. This
single bay was designed by Allison and Allison as part of the
Edison Company Building. It is executed in concrete and stone.

(Continued on following page)

SIGNIFICANCE

The "as built" drawings for the Fifth Street wall are dated from
September to December of 1929, The drawings are stamped "work
accepted” on September 16, 1930. All of these drawings arée from
the office of John C. Shaw, City Engineer. In addition, drawings
exist from the Department of Parks that are dated October 21, 1927.
These drawings are the first known drawings of the detailing on the
pilasters.

The primary significance of the wall is through its association with
the Los Angeles Public Library and the Edison Building. The connection
between the wall and the Library is made through the duplication

of architectural detail and the fact that C. Winslow designed a

number of different plans for the wall itself., To date no drawing

of Winslow's has been found which depicts the wall as it was actually
built. The simple fact that designs for the wall were made by Winslow
indicate, however, that in terms of both the enclosure of space and

as a visual element a projected wall 1in the location of the present
Fifth Street wall, was linked to the Library at a very early date.

The later duplication of detailing in the "as built" drawings only
serves to strengthen this implication.

(Continued on following page)

. REPRESENTATION IN EZXISTING SURVEYS

The Fifth Street retaining wall is represented in no survey apart
from the original Los Angeles Downtown People Mover Historic and
Cultural Resources Survey of June 1978,

It was mentioned in this report as a significant landscape and visual
element.



21.

22.

DESCRIPTION (Continued)

The wall stands virtually unaltered. It is in an outwardly fair

state of repair and it fits qguite well into the existing street-
scape.

SIGNIFICANCE (Continued)

The connection between the wall and the Edison Building is made by
the fact that Allison and Allison designed a portion of it. This

is clearly shown on the "as built" drawings. For further information
on the Edison Building, see the individual form on it in this report.

Thé wall is clearly an important visual element along Fifth Street.
Its association with the Public Library and the Edison Building adds
to its historical and architectural significance.



24.

25.

26.

LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN PECPLE MOVER PROGRAM HISTROIC RESOURCES INVENTORY

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT

Allison and Allison - The firm of Allison and Allison designed a large
number of significant structures throughout the Southwest, and in par-
ticular in Southern California.

The firm was responsible for supervising design plans for the University
of California at Los Angeles. 1In-addition to the Friday Morning Club
and the Southern California Edison Company building, Allison and Allison
designed the University Club, Shakespeare Club, and the Women's

Athletlc Club.

Senior member of this firm was David Clark Allison. Born in 1881,
(Continued on following page)

ADDITIONAL HISTORICAL NOTES ‘

Research shows that Winslow was designing plans for the wall as late
as July 13, 1929. These drawings by Winslow were completed after
Allison and Allison had drawn their portion of the wall. Winslow was
therefore a part of the design process at a very late date.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Library of the Bureau of Engineering,
City of Los Angeles.

Various Plans by C. Winslow for the Wall,
(Now stored in the Los Angeles Public
Library)

Land Use Planning and Management Svstem,

Los Angeles Planning Dept.,
City of Los Angeles, City Hall.

Los Angeles Fire Insurance Maps,
Sanborn Map Company, New York,
1883, 1927, 1958

Los Angeles Drawings,
Works Projects Administration,
Los Angeles, 1939

Building Permits, City of Los Angeles.

Baists Real Estate Atlas of Los Angeles,
G.W. Baist Cc., Philadelphia, 1905




24.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON THE ARCHITECT (Continued)

Allison was educated at the University of Pennsylvania and later
studied at the Ecole Des Beaux Arts, Paris. Allison moved to Los
Angeles in 1910 and immediately established a successful practice in
architecture.
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

L]

VA TIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLAYES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEEINSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL EMTRIES -- COMPLETC APPLICABLE SECTIONS

EHNAME
HISTORIC .
Los Angeles tnicn Passenger Terminal
AND/OR COMMON "'"
Les Angeles Union Station

£4LOCATION.

STREET & NUMBER

800 _MNorth Adlameda Street —NQT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TQWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Los Anceles . VICINITY OF 25th
STATE cODE CouNTY CCoE
' Califmrnia 20012 ol Los Anaeles 027
EHACLASSIFICATION
CATEGOQRY CWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—OISTRICT —PuUBLIC EOCCUP(ED —AGRICULTURE ~MUSEUM
X _BUILDINGIS) Hpavate —UNQCCURIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK s
—S57TRUCTURE —BOTH —~WNORX IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL ~-PRIVATE RESIDENCE E.’J:‘::
—SiTE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTEATAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—Q8JECT —IN PROCESS —YES. RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT — SCIENTIFIC
XaeinG CONSIDERED Xes: unresTaicTes _INDUSTRIAL —FRANSPOATATION
~NO —_MILITARY —QTHER:
MOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Southern Pacific, Santa Fe, Unicn Pacific
STAEET & NUMBEA T
800 North Alameda Street
CITY TOWN i ) STATE
' Los Angeles . VICINITY OF California 20012
BJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTIGN
COURTHQUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDSETC  Los Anceles Countyv Hall of Records
STAEET & NUMBER
300 West Temple Shre=t
CITY TOWN STATE
Lecs Angeles California 90012

F 4 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE
Hdigeorical Monument YNo. 101
CATE
august 2, 1972 _FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY L OCAL
DEPQSITCORY FLOR . Jal‘
SURVEY RES0RTS - T
TY TOW? STATE
_-L SWA ; 1 ,J .:'Mar,_- 1A QOO 19
Les anz-elas JeasYeres TP
o AR IR AT B 51 G . e | A

Yoor



L]

CONDITION CHEC . DONE CHECK ONE

LeNT __DETERIQRATED BN ERED SORIGINAL SITE

m
-

g0

L5000 __AUINS _ALTE. £2 _.MOVED DATE

__FAIR : _UNEXPQSED

DESCRIBE THE PHeSENT AND Oﬂ GINAL(F KNG V) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The main portion of the Los Angeles Union Station extends 850 feet
along Alameda Stre in a north-scutr directicn and consists of a
series cf ti‘e—*oc rooms and arcadsas in varying proportions,

The larger and tall of these arz near the centar, the others
tapering down towa the two ends. Perpendicular to and easterly
of the main mass, e a waiting room and an arcade, also tile
roofed, plus a wall, which together with the adjoining ncrth-south
oriented service area Zoxrm an "H",

LA on

by £, (0 @ n
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The reddish brown of the Mission tile roofs is complemented by the
cream color of the cutside walls and the terra cotta-colored Jdado
which is all around the main building. In contrast to the general
horizontality is the clock tower, wnich rises to 125 feet and
stands near the main entrance.

The archway over the main entrance and the adjoining tower give one
a slight feeling of =2ntering a California Spanisih mission. As you
pass this entrance, you enter a huge foyer, square m plan and
flanked on all four sides by broad arches.

This great fover opens to the north and to the east upon impressive
halls with finely deccorated beamed ceilings. Below are floors
oaved with red quarry tile plus broad multicolored swaths witn
ceometric patterns created with marble from Vermont and Tennessee,

i well as from 3elgium, France and Spain, combined with Montana
-raventine. These swaths, suggestive of immense carpets, run the
length of the two main halls and converge into a square-shaped
pattern in the midcle of the entrance fover. Belglan black marble,
ceramic tile and traventine form the border on the walls., Doors
and windows are bronze,

The upper walls and the ceiling panels of the main rooms are covered
with acoustic tile. The acoustics are superb throughout.

The neorth hall is used for ticketing and waiting. It measures
80 x 140 fset and nas a ceiling 50 feet nigh. The east hall is
the main waiting room. It measures 90 x 150 feet, has a 40-foot

-

ceiling, and is flanked on the north and south sides by spacious

t

patios which feature plants typical of Southern Callifornia and have
benches that provide additicnal seating Ior waiting.

South ci the enzrance Zcyer i3 an open arcadse whose arches 2cho

the ones wnich flank the fover., This arcade is used as an addi-
tional entrance and =2xit and provides a wview of the scuth patic
Zrom the front of #he station. The flcor of the arcade is red
cuarry tile as is tne Zlocr of tne former Fred Haxvey Restaurant
with wiich 1= connects to the south,
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The restaurant 1s aeporoximately 70 x 100 with a 30-fcot ceiling.
Cn the wainscot and around the doors and windows 1s the same
colored H’e as is found in thp rest of the building. On cne
side of ~Testaurant is a red tile stairwav with a wrought iron
railing leads to a mezzanine above the kiktchen area.

o
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At the north and south ends of the front part of the station are
arcades that extend toward the adjoining streets and provide
vrotection frcm the elements to those arriving or departing by.
oublic transgortation. These tile~roocfed low-rise extensions have
a scale approaching that of a residence and contribute greatly to
the charm oI the building.

Just east of the main wal_lnq room is a spacious corridor in which
the surface materials of the flocors and walls in the main halls
are continued, Surrounding this corridor on the other three sides
are service facilities which extend under some of the track area.
The tracks are reached by way of a tunnel that is at the sa

level as the station and which acts as a spine to a series of
ramps that go up to the raised track level.

The massing and general proportions of the main station buildings,
the Mission tile roofs, the archways, the patics, all reflect a
strong California Spanish Colonial influence. However, the
detailing is a blending of 1930's Arxt Deco and Spanish, in scme
instances the former being stronger than the latter, as is the case
with tae light £ixtures and furnishings.,

The overall style of the staticon could be called "composite
transitional". It was this guality which for several decades’
made the station lcok very up-to-<ate, wiile at the same time
naving strong links to the past.

The basic California Spanish Colonial theme was selactad for the
specific pursaose of having the station blend with the EL Pueblo
de Los Angeles, the Birthplace of the City, whicnhn is jusi z2cress
Alameda Street {and 1s already in the National Register).

There nas been no major ramocdeling since the staticn was builtk,
Cleaning and zainting are :fhe main things that are needed to make
it lock like the original. )
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TMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Ropert . McKee, Builder

The Los Angeles Union Station is believed to be the last railroad sta-

ticn in a monumental scale to be built in the Unlted States. EBEecause
of this, plus its ilmpressive appearance, 1t has been called: "The

Grand rinale of the Golden Age of Railroads in America'.

'From an architectural standpoint, it i1s unigue in that 1t is probably
the only major station in the Spanish style ever built in America, as
well as the only major station in which landscaping was an impor-
tant and integral part of the original design. What makes it so
outstanding is that both of these were done so well as to lead many
to .believe that it 1s the most handsome railroad station ever built,

The main reascn why the Spanish style was cnhosen was to have the
station blend with the El Pusblo de Los Angeles across Alameda
Street to the west, The Terminal Annex Post Office, which flanks
tne station cn the north, was built almost concurrently with it,
1as a similar architectural style, and provides a harmonious
backdroo -o many views of the station from the scuth, lcoking
north, These three mutually-complementing elements constitute a
fine example of good community planning.

The architscts who designed Union Staticn were very cognizant
of the nature of the location and its surroundings. No othner
major station so periectly reflects tne geograpny, the climate
and the heritage of the region in which it was built,

Union Station iz not only a thing of beauty, it also marked the
ultimate development of efficien c1 among major rallroad stations
in America. During the time of 1ts maximum use, 1t nandled

more than 100 trains per day, all filled to capacitv. Yet, in
spite of t=he huge volume ¢of passengers and trains,

never seemed Lo be overcrowded,

For these

reasons, it is heraby suggested that the Los Anceles
Union Station is nct cnly wortny of deing placed in the
Natianal Reg*ste: of Historic Places, but also of zeing desizgnatad
a Staze and Mational Landmark.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The npminatgd prope:@y is_bounded on thne west by Alameda Street, on the
east by a line 1200 fset from and parallel to Alameda Street, on the south
by the Arcadia Street off-ramp of the Santa Ana Freewav, and_on the north
ﬂ§hn¢5+§ﬁﬁﬁaaffyﬁﬁes+eqwﬂwﬁ3+:sﬁ&&nywwwﬁsﬁgyﬁg#cébwiﬁgéaﬁ55@%5
by Macy Street, ekcept for a porfion wnere the track arca extendas northerly
in g l a 3 T . H : -
i, Lrregular shape bound(gogn tne(ﬁggvh by Vignes Street. CODE
STATé CGOE COUNTY cODe
Z1FORM PREPARED BY
TAME / TITLE
ben Lovret, City Planner
ORGANIZATION DATE
Los Angeles Citv Planning Cecartment August, 1978
STREET & NUMBER E TELEPHONE
Room 603, City Hall (213) 485-3744
CITY QR TQWH STATE -
. . ) i (//4,-\/ A
Los Anageles Califoraia fo o] oA
FASTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATEIS:

NATICNAL STATE LCCAL

As the designated State ristanc Praservation Officer for the National Histone Preservation Actof 1366 (Public Law 83-663),
hereby nominate this propernty for inclusion in the Nauonal Register and certify that it has been evaluated sccorcing 1o the
meria and procadures set farth by the Nauonal Park Sarvica.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION QFFICER SIGHATLRE

TITLE DATE

JRNPS USECNLY
| HEREBY CZRTIFY THAT THIS PROPEARTY IS INCLUGED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

KEEPER CF THE NATICNAL REGISTZIR
TEST:

CHIEF OF REGISTRATICH
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