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	California Transportation Commission staff recommend only $327.8 Million in Corridor Mobility Improvement Account funds for Los Angeles County

The California Transportation Commission (CTC) staff released their recommended projects that they will be asking the CTC to approve on February 28, 2007. The recommendation includes $2.78 Billion from the $4.5 Corridor Mobility Improvement Account for projects on the state highway system. The Corridor Mobility Program was the first category of the infrastructure bonds authorized by California's voters on the November 7, 2006 ballot as part of Proposition 1B.  The program is focused on congestion relief on the State Highway System and is subject to the North/South split, meaning that 60% of the Statewide initial program -- $2.78 billion -- $1.67 billion must be programmed in 13 Southern California counties, including Los Angeles County.  The CTC staff recommendation is only $1.52 billion or less than 55% for the south counties.

The CTC staff recommendation of $327 million for Los Angeles County is 20% of the $1.77 Billion applications that Metro submitted. The following projects in Los Angeles County have been recommended for CMIA funding by CTC staff: 

· $157.6 million for Interstate 5 Carpool and Mixed Flow Lanes from Interstate 605 to Orange County Line

· $73 million for Interstate 5 Carpool Lane from Route 170 to Route 134 in Burbank

· $97.3 million for Interstate 10 Extend El Monte Busway/Carpool Lane from Puente to Citrus.

Under this recommendation, Los Angeles County stands to receive less than 12% of the funds, while it has more than one third of the state’s congestion (number of daily vehicle hours of delay). Even after the north-south split is applied, Los Angeles County stands to receive less than one-fifth of the south county amount while it has almost half of the congestion.

The CTC staff recommends denying Metro’s request for $730 million in funds for the I-405 Northbound Carpool lane (a design-build project).  The CTC staffs stated rationale is an erroneous assumption that construction won’t start until December 2011.  I will be joined by Los Angeles City Mayor Antonio Villagairosa and Metro Board Member John Fasana in Sacramento next Tuesday to testify to the Commission on behalf of the Los Angeles County projects. Caltrans District 7 Director Doug Failing will clarify to the CTC staff that the Design-Build process will result in a much earlier construction start date than the one inferred by CTC staff. 

In addition, the Los Angeles Times and the Daily News have inquired about funding recommendations that were released today.  Staff provided background information in terms of the level of funding Metro was seeking for various projects to be funded under the Corridor Mobility Improvement Program.  Stories are expected to run tomorrow.
Metro’s Reduced Fare Program Begins Sunday

Media Relations issued a second news release regarding the special 50 cent fare reduction program set to begin this Sunday, February 18th.  A total of 18 Metro Bus lines have been selected as part of a special week-long 50-cent fare aimed at increasing ridership and encouraging solo drivers to try public transportation as an alternative to driving.  Staff also participated in an interview with KPCC radio today highlighting the program.  The story is expected to run this weekend. Similar stories have already aired on local television and radio this past week.

San Gabriel Valley Service Sector Public Hearing Recap 

Earlier this week, the San Gabriel Valley (SGV) Service Sector held a public hearing to discuss bus service changes proposed for June 2007.  The hearing was held near the El Monte Bus Station and attracted about 40 attendees.  Of these, 15 people provided verbal testimony.  Three petitions were also submitted.  Representatives from the United Transportation Union, Bus Riders Union, Southern California Transit Advocates and Cal State University Long Beach also spoke.

Metro SGV is proposing changes to seven bus lines.  Those that generated the most comments were: 

· The cancellation of Line 684 (Pomona – Brea Mall via Cal Poly) 

· The shortening of Line 260 (Altadena – Artesia via Atlantic Boulevard & Fair Oaks Avenue) by establishing the southern terminal at the intersection of Atlantic & Alondra Boulevards.

· The shortening of Line 176 by removing it from the Mt. Washington area.

In addition to the comments received at this hearing, the Sector has received comments from 34 other individuals via e-mail, letter or telephone call.  Of these 34 people, 23 were in opposition to the proposed cancellation of Line 684, and three opposed shortening Line 176.  

Metro SGV staff is currently reviewing all of the comments received while they develop a revised service plan.  The San Gabriel Valley Sector Governance Council will meet on Monday, March 12th at 5:00p.m. at the Sector office, which is located at 3369 Santa Anita Avenue in the City of El Monte.  At this meeting, the Governance Council will take action on the revised service plan.
Next Week’s Procurement Postings
RFP for Non-Traditional Advertising

Next week, Metro will release a Request for Proposals (RFP) to procure Non-Traditional Advertising.  Several Metro properties offer potential for non-traditional advertising displays, including, but not limited to wallscapes on Metro properties, animated subway tunnel advertising, and video displays in rail stations.  Potential vendors are being invited to propose any and all such displays for the purpose of generating revenue for Metro structured on a revenue sharing basis.

The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from February 22 through May 30, 2007.  Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Linda Wasley, senior contract administrator, at (213) 922-4186.

IFB for a Bus Undercarriage Cleaning System

Metro will also release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) to procure Design and Construction Services for a Bus Undercarriage Cleaning System at Divisions 5, 10, and 18.  

The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from February 23 through June 22, 2007.  Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by John Mathis, contract administrator, at (213) 922-3635.

IFB for Escalator Motor Controllers

Finally, Metro will release an IFB to procure Escalator Motor Controllers.  The controllers are being procured to reduce electricity costs at all Metro facilities that use escalators.  Metro expects to see as much as a 30% reduction in energy costs for all escalators that incorporate the motor controllers. 

The procurement process blackout period has commenced and is expected to run through March 9, 2007.  Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Tom Butler, senior contract administrator, at (213) 977-7312.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

Next week, I will be participating in: the California Transportation Commission's (CTC) Hearing in Sacramento; the National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Commission’s (Section 1909 Commission) Field Hearing in Los Angeles, and the South Bay Cities’ Council of Governments' 8th Annual General Assembly in Long Beach.
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