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	Metro to Provide Transportation to Los Angeles Marathon’s Wheel Chair Athletes
Due to a last minute cancellation by a private operator, the Los Angeles Marathon contacted Metro yesterday with an urgent request for special transportation services for 100-150 wheelchair racers.  The marathon participants had hoped to use public transportation, but realized that taking the Metro Red Line would be logistically difficult for so many wheelchairs.

Metro agreed to provide services and prepared eight buses without seats to transport wheelchair racers from their hotels in downtown Los Angeles to the Marathon starting point in North Hollywood.  Operations staff from the Regional Rebuild Center, Vehicle Technology, Operations Control Institute and the Bus Operations Control Center worked with the Marathon staff to develop this special operations plan.  The Los Angeles Marathon has agreed to reimburse Metro’s costs of $14,000 for providing this special transportation.  
Earlier today, an official from the Los Angeles Marathon personally delivered an $75,000 check to my office.
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USOC Evaluation Committee Visit

Metro played a key role in the two-day demonstration of Los Angeles’ transportation infrastructure and skills for the United State Olympic Committee (USOC).  The USOC’s Evaluation Committee was in town yesterday and today to evaluate Los Angeles’ bid to host the 2016 Olympic Games.  

Yesterday, I spoke to USOC officials at UCLA on a panel about “transportation” with Alan Rothenberg, a member of the Los Angeles International Airport Commission.  I noted that Metro Rail will serve 22 of the 33 planned venues and that Metrolink will serve an additional 7 sites.  I also highlighted our extensive freeway and arterial network, as well as Metro’s experience handling big events such as the Rose Bowl and Parade, the Los Angeles Marathon, the 2000 Democratic Convention and others.  This infrastructure and experience would all be critical components of the Games.

Today, Gerald Francis and I led the USOC officials on a tour of the Metro Blue Line from Long Beach to the Pico Station at Staples Center.  Along the way, I had the opportunity to further highlight our system and services.  I also answered questions from Olympic officials and both local and Chicago-area media representatives.  

The USOC is expected to decide on April 14th whether Los Angeles or Chicago will be the American bidder to compete for the 2016 Olympic Games.  
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Mercury Spill Sentencing

Yesterday, the man caught on camera spilling mercury at the Pershing Square Metro Red Line Station in December was sentenced to 90 days in jail.  Armando Bustamante Miranda, 27, was also ordered to serve three years on probation and to stay away from Metro’s facilities.  On Wednesday, he pleaded no contest to releasing a harmful substance in a public area.  

Metro to Receive Visit from Seoul, South Korea Delegation

A delegation from the City of Seoul, South Korea will visit Metro next week (March 9th) to learn about rail operations procedures.  I will welcome the group and shortly thereafter, the 10 member delegation will board the Metro Red and Blue Lines to tour the Rail Operations Control Center.  The delegation is composed of people from the Seoul Mass Rapid Transportation Authority’s Electric Circuit, Facilities, Rolling Stock, Operations Management, Communications and Safety & Health units.  If you are interested in attending this briefing or tour, please contact my office.

Next Week’s Procurement Postings

IFB for Synthetic Transmission Fluid

Metro will release an Invitation for Bids next week to procure Synthetic Transmission Fluid which is used as a lubricant for all of the moving parts inside Metro bus transmissions.  It also serves as a coolant for better resistance to thermal breakdown.  

The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 8 through June 30, 2007.  Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Tanya Allen, senior buyer, at (213) 922-1018.

RFP for Drug Testing Laboratory Services


Today Metro released a Request for Proposals for Drug Testing Laboratory Services.  These services are required for the testing of safety-sensitive employees and job candidates in accordance with Federal Transit Administration Regulation 49 CFR Part 655.  Metro requires a qualified laboratory to perform testing analysis of urine specimens under these regulations.

The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 2 through May 31, 2007.  Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Maria Lechuga, senior contract administrator, at (213) 922-7206.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

Next week, I will be meeting with Director Pam O' Connor and Ernest Waters, President of American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees.  I will also participate in the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors Meeting and the Regionwide CEO Meeting.
Of Note
On March 3, 1958, the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority, formed by the State in 1951 as a publicly governed mass transit planning agency, became a public transit service operator.  Los Angeles Transit Lines and the lines formerly operated by Pacific Electric and Metropolitan Coach Lines were unified under the Authority.  At this point, rail operations had been scaled down to just five lines. 
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