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In this issue:

· Director O’Connor to Address Metro’s Sustainable Transportation Forum
· Transit Ridership Up Nationwide and in Los Angeles
· Metro’s 2007 “Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day”


	Director O’Connor to Address Metro’s Sustainable Transportation Forum
Next Wednesday, March 21st, Vice Chair Pam O’Connor will address Metro’s Sustainable Transportation Forum – a group of Planning staff members who have been holding brown bag lunches to discuss global warming.  Director O’Connor will discuss sustainability definitions and the Sustainable Development Charter of the International Association of Public Transport (UITP).
The Forum has grown to become a year-long monthly series of presentations and discussions on issues related to transportation and sustainability.  Guest speakers from varying professional backgrounds discuss topics including policies, initiatives, programs, funding and strategies – all on how to incorporate sustainable practices.
Transit Ridership Up Nationwide and in Los Angeles
Americans took 10.1 billion trips public transportation nationwide in 2006 – the most in 49 years.  To put the 10.1 billion public transportation trips in perspective, transit trips outnumber domestic airline trips by 15 to one.

Over the last decade nationwide, public transit ridership use grew 30 percent. That is more than double the growth rate of the population (12 percent) and higher than the growth rate for the vehicle miles traveled on our roads (24 percent) during that same period.

Metro system ridership increased 5.74 percent from 2005 to 2006, nearly twice the national average of 2.9 percent. Specifically, Metro bus ridership grew 5.28 percent and rail grew 8.07 percent in that time period.
Metro has introduced a host of new rail and bus services that make public transit use in Los Angeles a better alternative than solo driving for a growing number of Angelenos.

Metro’s 2007 “Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day”

This year’s “Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day,” has been scheduled for Thursday, April 26th.  The theme for the event is “Revolutionizing the Workplace Through Innovation, By Impact, and Through Implementation.”  The day includes tours of the: Design Studio and Print Shop, Copy Center, Bus Operations Control (BOC), Rail Operations Control (ROC), Operations Central Instruction (OCI), the Metro Red Line, the Mail Room, the Stationary Room, the Employment Office/HR, Information & Technology Services and the Customer Information Center.  Participants and their children will also be able to participate in a meet and greet with transit security officers and interview workshops.
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