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	Metro Buses to be Re-Routed for Hollywood Anti-War Rally

Media Relations issued an advisory today informing people of Metro bus detours in Hollywood on Saturday, March 17th due to a planned noon Anti-War March and Rally.  Metro Buse Lines 156, 163, 180, 181, 210, 212, and 217 will be re-routed off of Hollywood Boulevard between Vine and La Brea Streets.  Metro Bus Line 2, which runs along Sunset Boulevard will also be re-routed.  Detours are scheduled between approximately 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  Metro Red Line subway service will operate on normal schedules without interruption.

Metro Ridership Increases 

Earlier today, KNBC 4 inquired as to whether Metro has experienced higher ridership levels in the first few months of the year due to rising gasoline prices.  Staff reported that, overall, February system ridership was up slightly from January levels.  It was also noted that Metro ridership increased has increased by 5.74% in the past year alone -- constituting more than 26 million additional boardings.  While gasoline prices can positively impact transit ridership, Metro’s Marketing also team works to continually raise public awareness of the agency’s services.  Additionally, system improvements and customer service initiatives have helped to bolster ridership increases.  A story is expected to run this evening.

Next Week’s Procurement Postings
RIQ for Treasury Department Financial Counsel

Metro will release a Request for Interest and Qualifications (RIQ) next week to procure a pool of Financial Counsel for the Metro Treasury Department.  The selected firms will assist Metro, on an as-required basis, in the execution of commercial paper offerings, sales tax revenue bond transactions, lease financing transactions and assessment transactions.  This includes, but is not limited to, new money bonds, refinancings, refundings and/or restructurings.  A pool of pre-qualified municipal finance counsel firms has been used successfully by Metro in the past.  

The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 22 through May 30, 2007.  Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Linda Wasley, senior contract administrator, at (213) 922-4186.

IFBs for Freeway Patrol Services


Metro will release two Invitations for Bids (IFBs) next week to procure services in support of the Metro Freeway Service Patrol (FSP) Program.  These procurements  were authorized by the Board in January.

The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 22 until June 4, 2007.  Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by W. T. (Ted) Sparkuhl, contract administrator, at (213) 922-7399.

IFB for Fiber Optic Cable 


Metro will also release an IFB next week to procure 85,000 feet of fiber optic cable.  

to provide interconnection between the Central Communication Facility and the Metro Blue Line Transit Mall.

The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 22 to May 28, 2007.  Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Kitty Jones, senior buyer, at (213) 922-1081.

Sole-Source Procurement for GE Cards 


Finally, Metro will release a non-competitive (sole source) procurement next week to purchase GE Cards for System CPU-141, and Inverter CPU-138.  Both CPU cards are original equipment manufacturer components, from GE Transportation Parts, and are required to repair and maintain the GE Propulsion System for the Metro Red Line’s Option Cars.

The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 19 through May 11, 2007.  Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Richard Bachman, contract administration manager, at (213) 922-1016.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events
Next week I will be meeting individually with Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Supervisors Michael Antonovich, Yvonne, Burke, Don Knabe, Gloria Molina, and Zev Yaroslavsky, Councilman Bernard Parks and Directors David Fleming and Ara Najarian.  I will also be participating in a conference call with Art Leahy, Chief Executive Officer of the Orange County Transportation Authority, Tony Grasso, Executive Director of the San Bernardino Associated Governments, and Eric Haley, Executive Director of the Riverside County Transportation Commission regarding the next California Transportation Commission Meeting.  Additionally, I will participate in a second conference call with Art Leahy, Caltrans Director Will Kempton, Karen King, Executive Director of the North County Transit District, David Solow, Deputy Executive Officer of Metrolink, and Peter Tereschuck and Paul Jablonski – the President and General Manager and Chief Executive Officer respectively of the San Diego Metropolitan Transit System regarding coordination of the next Los Angeles-San Diego Rail Corridor Agency (LOSSAN) Train Corridor meeting.
Of Note
On March 17, 2003, the groundbreaking ceremony was held for the Metro Orange Line project.
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