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In this issue:

· Real Property Chief to Participate in Urban Land Institute Roundtable
· Metro Blue Line Track Maintenance Update
· Metro’s Disabled Accessible Services


	Metro Chief to Participate in Urban Land Institute Roundtable
Metro’s Chief of Real Property Management and Development, Roger Moliere, has been invited to participate in a roundtable discussion as part of the Urban Land Institute’s Urban Marketplace 2007.  The event will take place tomorrow, March 21st from 7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Los Angeles Convention Center.  Participants of the Institute’s annual conference will discuss the event’s theme, “Which Way L.A.? Solving the Real Estate Puzzle” and will examine case studies from Hollywood, Downtown Los Angeles, East Los Angeles and Inglewood.  Los Angeles Councilwoman Jan Perry and S. Gail Goldberg, the City’s Director of Planning are both scheduled to address attendees, as well.  

Mr. Moliere has been invited to participate in a roundtable discussion on transit oriented development.  Other roundtable topics include: bridging the gap for minority contractors, pre-development funding challenges, navigating the entitlement process, retail/commercial urban development, brownfields, equity financing, workforce housing, public financing, and permit expediting.  
Metro Blue Line Track Maintenance Update

Media Relations distributed a media advisory this morning noting that from 9:00 p.m. on Friday, March 23rd through Saturday, March 24th, Metro Rail workers will be refurbishing the grade crossing at 48th Place, south of the Metro Blue Line’s Vernon Station.  The south bound track (Track 2) will be out of service during this time.  North bound and south bound Metro Blue Line trains will share the northbound track (Track 1) between the Florence and Washington Stations.  

Trains will experience some service delays during this maintenance effort.  Specifically, Metro Blue Line trains will operate every 20 minutes instead of the normally-scheduled 12 to 15 minute headways.  Patrons hoping to utilize the Metro Blue Line this weekend should arriver earlier than normal when planning their trip.  Additionally, north bound passengers traveling to Los Angeles on the Metro Blue Line from the Vernon, Slauson and Firestone Stations will need to board trains on the south bound (west) side of the platform.  Regular service will be restored as soon as work is completed. 

Metro’s Disabled Accessible Services
Telemundo, Channel 52 is currently preparing a story on transit accessibility by the disabled community.  The news service inquired today regarding the agency’s policy regarding accessible service on buses and trains.  Staff highlighted Metro’s ongoing efforts to provide improved transportation service for persons with disabilities, including wheelchair access to Metro buses and rail stations.  The reporter was also given a brief tour of Union Station while staff demonstrated the improvements that have been made to allow for easier access by the disabled.   A story is expected to air tonight.
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