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In this issue:

· Metro Testifies Before Assembly Budget Subcommittee on Transportation
· Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Construction Update
· Student Walkout Planned for Friday
· Metro’s Fare Restructuring Proposal
· Metro Statement on Alleged Gambling By Metro Employees


	Metro Testifies Before Assembly Budget Subcommittee on Transportation

Assemblyman Mike Feuer (Los Angeles), Chair of the Assembly Budget Subcommittee on Transportation, held an informational hearing yesterday on public transit and discussed the impacts of the Governor’s budget proposal to raid $1.1 billion in public transit dollars to meet State budget obligations.  Metro Chief Communications Officer Matt Raymond testified on behalf of the agency.  In his testimony, Mr. Raymond stressed the impacts of the Governor’s budget proposal on transit operations and capital projects. Specifically, Los Angeles County stands to lose approximately $260 million (approximately $237 million for Metro and $23 million for the municipal operators) if the Governor’s proposal is approved.  Caltrans Director Will Kempton and California Transportation Commission Executive Director John Barna also participated in the hearing.

Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Construction Update

Media Relations distributed a news release noting that Metro construction crews will close a segment of Pomona Boulevard in East Los Angeles for three separate days during the early morning hours. In addition on First Street, in Boyle Heights, street widening work will take place for the next three months as part of the construction of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension construction project.

Work has been scheduled Wednesday, April 4, Monday, April 9 and Friday, April 20, from 2 a.m. to 6 a.m. on Pomona Boulevard between Woods Avenue and Atlantic Boulevard. The street will be closed to pour concrete and begin construction of the Atlantic station. Motorists traveling east and westbound through the area should expect detours. Cones and arrow boards will be used to re-direct the flow of traffic. Access for pedestrians and residents will be maintained. Emergency vehicles will be maintained at all times.

On the north side of First Street, between Alameda and Vignes streets, street widening work will consist of new curbs, gutters, sidewalk, pavement and wheelchair ramps. Work has been scheduled from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday to Friday for the next three months. Traffic on this segment of First Street will be moved to the south side with one lane for the westbound and two lanes for the eastbound traffic. Pedestrians will be re-routed to the south side. Driveway access to home and businesses will be maintained. Emergency vehicle access will be maintained at all times.

Student Walkout Planned for Friday
On March 30, 2007, student walkouts are planned throughout Los Angeles and Orange Counties. These walkouts are loosely organized by a Detroit group called "By Any Means Necessary" (BAMN.com). The focus of the walkouts is to rally in support of declaring Cesar Chavez Day as a school holiday. One focal point is to have students gather at East Los Angeles College at 9:00 a.m. and march along Cesar Chavez Blvd to the Los Angeles City Hall for a rally. Numerous other groups of students plan on converging at City Hall from schools throughout the region. 

It is unknown how many schools will be participating in the walkout or the number of students that will be participating in the march and rally to City Hall.  Metro Operations has prepared detour notices for our patrons.  In addition, LAUSD is making arrangements to have buses available at City Hall to transport students back to their respective schools.
Metro’s Fare Restructuring Proposal
Media Relations staff was interviewed early today on the Spanish language TV-show “De Todo Un Poco” (A Little Bit of Everything) Ch. 54 regarding Metro’s fare restructuring proposal. Staff explained the need to restructure the fares or face a huge deficit in the future, the lack of increases in the transit fares for the last 10 years, the need to keep service levels intact as well as Metro’s ability to open and operate the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension in late 2009 and operate the Metro Expo line set to open in 2010. The show will air Tuesday, April 3 at 10 a.m.

Metro Statement on Alleged Gambling By Metro Employees
Media Relations received an inquiry today from a reporter from KTLA News regarding an investigation into alleged illegal gambling by some Metro employees. The investigation by the Office of Inspector General and the California Department of Justice was launched in late 2005. The reporter indicated that the case may be moving towards completion and may be turned over the District Attorney’s Office for possible criminal filings. The story is expected to air tonight. Metro issued a statement to the reporter today saying:

“Metro continues to cooperate fully with Office of Inspector General and the California Department of Justice in their ongoing investigation of alleged gambling activity by some of our employees. Due to the ongoing investigation we cannot comment about the specifics of the case. However Metro’s policy is clear – gambling is strictly prohibited by Metro employees while on duty or on Metro property. We will not accept any violation of this policy by any employee and will take appropriate action against those who do so.” The statement was attributed to Carolyn Flowers, Metro’s Chief Operating Officer.
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