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	I-5 Freeway Widening Kick-off Ceremony

Numerous local and state politicians joined with local agencies including Metro, Caltrans, the I-5 Consortium Cities JPA, Gateway Cities Council of Governments, and OCTA to “Kick-off” the Interstate 5 Corridor Improvement Project.  The event marked the achievement of a major milestone, full project funding, in a project history dating back some two decades. Representative Grace Napolitano, 38th District, offered the keynote address, thanking all involved for their continued support, and looking forward to the construction of a new, modernized interstate facility.  Director Bonnie Lowenthal also offered congratulations, noting that the freeway was one of Metro’s highest priorities.

The project will widen the existing structure, built in the 1950’s, to current Caltrans and FHWA design standards.  The existing six lanes will be widened to ten, with four general purpose and one HOV lane in each direction.  The Carmenita and Valley View Interchanges will undergo major reconstruction with other interchanges upgraded from hook ramp to modern diamond configurations.  The project is fully funded at $1.1 billion and scheduled for completion in 2016.  The Carmenita Interchange is now in design, and is funded separately at $247 million. 

Santa Clarita Public Hearing

A reporter from The Signal newspaper requested information today on an up-coming Article 8 Public Hearing to take place April 12 in Santa Clarita. Metro staff explained to the reporter that the scheduled public hearings are to received ideas and suggestions from the entire community in terms of meeting public transportation needs in the Santa Clarita Valley. Last year, the City of Santa Clarita, as one of the cities in Los Angeles County, received $5.6 million in funds mostly used for transit. A story will run Sunday or Monday before the public hearing take place.
Metro Freeway Service Patrol Program

The Los Angeles Times inquired today regarding Metro’s Freeway Service Patrol program. The reporter was told that the Metro Freeway Service Patrol program is a joint program with Caltrans and the CHP in providing congestion relief to area freeways by assisting stranded motorist throughout Los Angeles County. In the peak periods, 152 Freeway Service Patrol tow trucks roam the freeways with an annual budget of $27 million. They make approximately 25,000 assists a month. The story is expected to run this Sunday.

Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Construction Notice

Media Relations distributed a news release this afternoon noting that on Saturday, April 7, 2007, Metro construction crews will do a one-day full street closure due to waterline and utility work on the westbound side of First Street between the northbound 101 Freeway and Gless Street in Boyle Heights for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension construction project. Working hours are scheduled from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Residents and motorists should expect detours in and around the construction area, especially the 101 freeway on and off ramps. Metro flaggers will be on hand to direct pedestrian traffic around the construction zone. Access to homes and businesses on westbound First Street will be maintained at all times. Emergency vehicle access will be maintained at all times.

On Monday, April 9, Metro Construction crews will work one-night only to re-stripe First Street, between Lorena and Indiana streets. After that, traffic will be switched to the center of the street to begin street renovation on the north and south side of this First Street segment. There will be no street parking in the work area. Traffic will be reduced to one lane in each direction with cones and arrow boards re-directing traffic to minimize impacts to the community. Pedestrian traffic will also be redirected around the activity areas. Emergency vehicles access will be maintained at all times. In addition, on Tuesday, April 10, installation of a water distribution line on First Street between Lorena and Indiana streets will begin. Work has been schedule from 6:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday for the next four months.
Next Week’s Procurement Postings

IFB for Prefabricated Steel Guard Attendant Booth

Metro will release an Invitation for Bids next week to procure a 10½-foot wide by 10½-foot long prefabricated steel guard attendant booth for the Metro Orange Line Sepulveda Park & Ride area, and a 12-foot wide by 40-foot long multi-unit factory- built modular office building for the Metro Orange Line Canoga Station.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 11 through May 9, 2007.

The purpose of this project is to provide administrative offices and restrooms for assigned Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department personnel, Metro Security, bus operators, and facilities maintenance employees.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Susan Dove, contract administrator, at (213) 922-7451.
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