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In this issue:

· Senate Rules Committee Approves CTC Appointments
· AB 889 (Lieu) Scheduled for Assembly Transportation Committee
· L.A. City Council Transportation Committee Continues Wilshire Blvd. Bus Lane Item
· Metro Orange Line Ridership
· Mattel’s Matchbox® Creates “City Bus”


	Senate Rules Committee Approves CTC Appointments

Today, the Senate Rules Committee approved Governor Schwarzenegger’s nominees to the California Transportation Commission (CTC). These nominees included current Commissioners Larry Zarian and John Chalker and two newly nominated individuals, Jim Earp and Carl Guardino.  Metro Board Member Richard Katz attended the hearing on behalf of Metro to testify in favor of the nominees. In addition, Metro Board Chair Gloria Molina provided a letter supporting Larry Zarian’s nomination.  Given the loss of former Congressman Esteban Torres on the CTC, Metro would like to build a good working relationship with the newly appointed Commissioners to ensure their understanding of the transportation challenges Los Angeles County faces.

AB 889 (Lieu) Scheduled for Assembly Transportation Committee

AB 889 (Lieu) has been scheduled for a hearing in the Assembly Transportation Committee on Monday April 16, 2007.  Metro had agreed to withhold further consideration of a position on this bill subject to the author not scheduling the bill in committee.  Metro staff will transmit a letter of opposition to the committee based on the action of the Executive Management and Audit Committee recommendation and will schedule the item to be considered at the Board’s meeting of April 26th.  

L.A. City Council Transportation Committee Continues Wilshire Blvd. Bus Lane Item
The Los Angeles City Council Transportation Committee today continued for two weeks until April 25 an item on the Wilshire Blvd. Bus Lanes to allow the City's Department of Transportation (DOT) staff more time to prepare their recommendations.  Metro and DOT staff have been working together to identify a series of improvements targeted at the most congested bottlenecks along Wilshire Blvd. that could reduce run times for buses between Downtown LA and Santa Monica by up to twenty minutes.  Improvements include short segments of peak period bus lanes in addition to other site specific measures that would create fewer of the perceived negative impacts to traffic and businesses of continuous, dedicated bus lanes.
Metro Orange Line Ridership

The Metro Orange Line ridership hit an all time high last month when average weekday boardings reached 23,243.  This is a 28% increase when compared to March of 2006.   The total boardings for March were 619,875, an increase of over 24% from March 2006.  Prior to opening the Metro Orange Line, ridership estimates were considerably lower than the current experience.  Pre-operation estimates were 17,000 weekday boardings by the year 2009, and 22,000 weekday boarding by the year 2020.  "We exceeded the 2020 estimates in the first 18 months of operation, and it continues to build" says Richard Hunt, SFV General Manager.  "We added more service in January to address the heavy loads and that additional capacity is now being used."

Mattel’s Matchbox® Creates “City Bus”
Metro is partnering with Mattel’s Matchbox® brand to create a new “City Bus” vehicle fashioned after Metro’s distinctively colored buses, giving children and Matchbox® collectors a chance to own a miniature version of the popular and ubiquitous buses that serve Los Angeles County. As part of the new licensing partnership, Matchbox® will make die-cast replicas of the Metro Local, Metro Rapid and Metro Express buses. The first of the Metro buses, the Metro Local, debuted in March, the Metro Rapid bus arrived in April and the miniature Metro Express arrives early this summer. The Matchbox® Metro buses will be available at retailers nationwide. Metro transit customers can also purchase the Matchbox® Metro City Bus vehicle through the Metro Store online at www.metro.net/metrostore.
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