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	Los Angeles County’s Bike to Work Week Kickoff Rally Event
Metro along with its partners, the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT), the Los Angeles County Bicycle Coalition (LACBC), Councilmember Eric Garcetti, and Councilmember Tom LaBonge, would like to invite you to join us on Monday, May 14 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for a media event to promote Bike to Work Week in Los Angeles County.  The event will be held at the City of Los Angeles’ City Hall, South Lawn.  This event is scheduled to be a noon-time bike rally and will include a concert from a local band, a custom bike show contest, and a bicycle and health themed fair.  

Be a part of the solution for a better LA and pledge to bike to work and do something good for the environment by reducing traffic and pollution.   Stop by any one of the numerous Metro sponsored Bike to Work Day pit stop locations in Los Angeles County on Thursday, May 17 from 7:00am to 10:00am and show your support.  Ride your bike or bring your bike helmet and get a free ride on buses and trains from participating transit agencies.

Board Members who wish to participate in the May 14th Kickoff Rally event are encouraged to contact my office so that we may make the necessary arrangements.

For more information go to http://www.metro.net/biketowork/ or call 213.922.2811.
New Deputy Chief Capital Management Officer will Join Metro

I am pleased to inform you that Krishniah N. Murthy (“Murthy”), Metro’s new Deputy Chief Capital Management Officer, will join Metro on May 7, 2007.  Murthy was the Senior Vice President, Principal Project Manager, and a Principal Professional Associate of Parsons Brinckerhoff – an international transportation engineering and construction management firm located in Los Angeles.  

Murthy has been with the firm for the past 34 years and rose through the ranks from a design engineer to the position of a Program Manager.  He has been involved in successfully managing several mega transit projects for MARTA in Atlanta and Metro.  He has also served as Principal-in-charge for numerous transit projects such as Valley Metro rail in Phoenix, Mission Valley East Extension San Diego, Trinity Commuter rail in Forth Worth, New Orleans Canal Street Trolley Extension, New Delhi Metro, and several design/build transit and highway projects.  Murthy has managed a large number of joint venture staffs as well as hundreds of consultants in the execution of the projects cited above.  He has also authored several papers for professional publications advancing technical as well management innovations in the transit industry.  Murthy will report to Rick Thorpe, Chief Capital Management Officer.

Metro Blue Line vs. SUV in Long Beach

Media Relations staff responded to an accident involving a Metro Blue Line train and a SUV in the City of Long Beach.  The accident happened shortly after 9 a.m. when the driver of the SUV apparently made an illegal left turn in front of a south bound Metro Blue Line train trying to enter the wrong way down a one-way street.  There were approximately 75 passengers on board the train at the time of the accident.  None were injured. The driver of the SUV was transported to a nearby hospital for observation, but apparently did not suffer any injuries.  The Long Beach Press Telegram and an independent television news crew were at the scene.  Stories on the accident may appear tonight and tomorrow in the local media. 

Univision Story on Metro Ridership

A reporter from Univision Network interviewed Media Relations staff today regarding Metro Bus/Rail ridership and increases in gasoline prices.  Staff explained that the March ridership numbers should be out next week. However, preliminary ridership numbers for the Metro Orange Line indicated that the ridership projections for 2020 have been surpassed.  Also it was mentioned that Metro ridership in 2006 grew 6% compared to 2005, double the national average.  A nationwide story is expected to run tonight. 

Graffiti Tagger Restitution

Earlier today, Metro was presented with two checks in the amount of $25,000 by the parents of a convicted 25 year old graffiti tagger for damages committed on the Metro Rail Blue and Green Line system.  The total amount of the restitution is $40,486.00.  The balance will be paid in monthly installments starting in July 07 when the defendant is released from custody.  Any failure to pay the monthly installments will be reported by Metro to the court and probation department.  Reporter John Schwada from Channel 11 Fox’s News was present at the court proceedings this morning.  Schwada conducted an interview with the family’s attorney.  Metro staff was interviewed about the agency’s costs towards graffiti vandalism on Metro property and efforts to curtail graffiti activity.  The story is expected to air within the next week as part of a series on graffiti vandalism on public property. 

Next Week’s Procurement Postings
IFB for Bus Radiators

Metro will release a two-step Invitation for Bids next week to procure bus radiators.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 16 through July 27, 2007.

The radiator is the main component of the bus engine cooling system.  A redesigned radiator assembly is required in order to be compatible with the new Cummins bus engines that are being installed.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Otto Ojong, contract administrator, at (213) 922-1454.

IFB for Wheel and Axle Presswork Services
Metro will release an Invitation for Bids next week to procure wheel and axle presswork services for light rail vehicles.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 16 through July 27, 2007.

The wheel and axle presswork is needed to support the gear box repair/overhaul program on Metro’s light rail vehicles.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Otto Ojong, contract administrator, at (213) 922-1454.

IFB for Tree Trimming Services
Metro will release an Invitation for Bids next week to procure tree trimming services for the Metro Orange Line.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 20 through August 6, 2007.

The purpose of this procurement is to retain the services of a qualified vendor to provide tree trimming services for trees over 13 feet for the Metro Orange Line Busway which is the entire right-of-way including stations and park-and-ride lots.  There is roughly three million square feet of landscaping, including 5,400 trees on the right-of-way stations and park-and-ride lots.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Samira Baghdikian, senior contract administrator, at (213) 922-1033.

IFB for Landscape and Irrigation Maintenance Services
Metro will release an Invitation for Bids next week to procure landscape and irrigation maintenance services for the Metro Orange Line.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from April 20 through August 6, 2007.

The purpose of this procurement is to retain the services of a qualified contractor to provide landscape and irrigation maintenance services for the Metro Orange Line Busway which covers the entire right-of-way plus stations and park-and-ride lots.  There is roughly three million square feet of landscaping along the right-of-way stations and park-and-ride lots.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Robert Vasquez, senior contract administrator, at (213) 922-1044.
Of Note

On this day in 1953, Los Angeles County appropriated funds for the Los Angeles MTA's engineering and economic studies of a San Fernando-Long Beach monorail line along the L.A. River.  The joint study completed by Coverdale and Colpitts, Donald Baker and Gibbs and Hill cost the County $270,000.  Among the study’s conclusions were that the LAMTA did not have the appropriate authority to finance the project or sufficient public subsidy, thus laying the ground work for reassessment of the agency, its powers, and its jurisdictions.  Changes in state law allowed the Los Angeles MTA to become a regional transit operator on March 3, 1958.  Various new mass transit plans including monorail continued to be considered until 1962 when subway was chosen by the agency as the preferred mode for the Wilshire corridor.  The Los Angeles MTA was later merged into the Southern California Rapid Transit District in 1964.
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