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· Federal Spending on Transit Is Focus of Congressional Hearing
· Pomona Freeway (SR-60) High Occupancy Vehicle Project Groundbreaking Event
· Metro Gold Line Eastside Construction Update
· Los Angeles City Council Appoints Alternate to Expo Board


	Federal Spending on Transit Is Focus of Congressional Hearing

The House Transportation Appropriations, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Subcommittee held a hearing today on the President's FY 2008 funding request for the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).  Subcommittee Members questioned FTA Administrator Jim Simpson and FHWA Administrator Rick Capka on a variety of issues that included the New Starts and Small Starts programs, as well as ways to address congestion and enhance goods movement.  Chairman John Olver (D-MA) expressed his concern that at a time when transportation funding needs are growing, the Administration is taking steps to slow spending.  Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA) encouraged the FTA to take into account the fact that several areas around the nation, like Los Angeles, have invested significant local resources into building their transit systems and that this investment should be considered part of the local match for subsequent federal project investment.  Simpson acknowledged that Los Angeles had built a very impressive system but did not embrace the Congresswoman's belief that cities should be given credit for local match.
Pomona Freeway (SR-60) High Occupancy Vehicle Project Groundbreaking Event
Caltrans, Metro and Federal Highway Administration will be holding a groundbreaking ceremony to kick-off the freeway widening construction project.  The event is scheduled for Wednesday, May 2, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. and will be held at the Puente Hills Mall Parking Lot.  The project limits are from I-605 to SR57.  The project constructs about 11.2 centerline miles of concurrent flow HOV lanes and the required soundwalls.  Construction will begin in May 2007.

Metro, over several Call for Projects cycles, programmed a total of $132 million in Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ), State Regional Improvement Program (STIP) and PC 25% funds for environmental clearance, design, right-of-way, construction capital and support costs of the project.  The State authorized $17 million in state highway funds for construction capital for some retrofit soundwalls, and the California Transportation Commission programmed $6.1 million in Interregional Transportation Improvement Program (ITIP) funds for design.  The total project budget is $155.1 million. 

Board Members who wish to participate in the event are encouraged to contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
Metro Gold Line Eastside Construction Update 

Media Relations distributed a news release this afternoon noting that beginning Sunday, April 22, Metro construction crews will reconfigure the traffic flow for the intersections of Third Street and Arizona and Dangles avenues in East Los Angeles to begin preparation for the installation of rail tracks in the right-of-way as construction of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension moves forward. The new traffic flow will last until early July 2007.

Motorists traveling northbound or southbound on Arizona will need to make a right turn on Third Street. Traffic moving southbound on Dangler will have to make a right turn on Third Street. For those moving eastbound or westbound on Third Street, traffic will be maintained but left turns onto Arizona and Dangler avenues will be prohibited. To help ease the flow of traffic, cones, concrete barriers and arrows will be used. Access to all homes and business will be maintained, Emergency vehicle access will be maintained at all times. 

Los Angeles City Council Appoints Alternate to Expo Board 

The Los Angeles City Council today approved the appointment of District 5 Councilmember Jack Weiss as the City’s alternate member to the seat on the Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board that is occupied by District 8 Councilmember Bernard Parks.  The prior alternate, District 10 Councilmember Herb Wesson, now serves as the Metro Board appointed member to the Exposition Board.
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