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In this issue:

· Supreme Court Upholds Proposition 35
· Assembly Transportation Committee Approves AB 889
· Senate Transportation Committee Approves Transportation Legislation


	Supreme Court Upholds Proposition 35

The California Supreme Court has issued a unanimous decision validating Proposition 35 which gives Caltrans broader authority to contract out for private design and engineering services. The use of private design and engineering firms would augment the efforts of State-employed engineers in the design of future state highway projects.  This issue has been contested in the courts for a number of years.  Governor Schwarzenegger also issued a press release regarding this decision and urged the Legislature to pass design build legislation.  It should be noted that the decision by the Court could, if fully implemented by the state, assist in expediting the design of transportation projects.  The decision does not create any new authority to utilize design build but it does encourage the use of private contracting which would be an element of design build.

Assembly Transportation Committee Approves AB 889

On Monday, the Assembly Transportation Committee approved AB 889 (Lieu) which would create a construction authority for extensions of the Metro Green Line.  Councilmember Bill Rosendahl testified at the hearing in support of the bill. During the hearing Councilmember Rosendahl discussed his intentions to have airport funding made available for the extension and commented that the extension would not compete with Metro’s transit priorities.  Metro staff testified in opposition to the measure and noted that the bill does not require the airport to provide funding and therefore would conflict with Metro’s priorities.  The bill will next be considered in the Assembly Local Government Committee on April 25th. Assembly Member Portantino asked to be added as a co-author on the bill.

Senate Transportation Committee Approves Transportation Legislation

The Senate Transit and Housing Committee today approved a number of measures relating to transportation and specifically implementing Proposition 1B.  Senator Lowenthal’s measures, SB 9 and SB 19 would outline the allocation process for the goods movement funding made available by Proposition 1B.  During the hearing, Senator Lowenthal indicated that these measures are essentially works in progress and that dialog will continue on these measures.  The committee also approved SB 974, Senator Lowenthal’s measure imposing container fees at California’s ports. 
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