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In this issue:

· Critics Address Fare Proposal
· Cross Valley Connector Gap Closure Event
· LAX/Metro Green Line Interagency Task Force
· April 28th Union Station Security Exercise
· Fiesta Broadway Event / May 1st Immigrant March


	Critics Address Fare Proposal
The Los Angeles Times Thursday is expected to publish an article that quotes USC professors, the BRU and other pundits who claim Metro can avoid or temper the necessity for fare changes by shutting down Metro Rail, not building the “subway to the sea,” and contracting out more bus service and bus maintenance to non-union private carriers. They also recommend distance-based fares.  
Public Relations staff explained to the reporter that the bus versus rail argument is bogus.  Metro needs a solid bus system complemented by rail in corridors where buses can’t handle the demand.  The county also needs street and highway improvements and more focus on goods movement.  Staff pointed out that Metro Rail had more than 250,000 average weekday boardings in March and rail ridership is growing faster than the bus side.  Staff countered a professor who said the Metro Gold Line is empty in the afternoon by noting that weekday ridership on the Metro Gold Line in March 2007 averaged 18,735 boardings versus 15,769 in March 2006.  
Additionally, joint development at Metro Rail stations and the expansion of Metro Rail promise to further boost ridership.  Even if Metro shut down its rail lines, it still wouldn’t erase the operating deficit, and there’s no way the Metro Bus system could handle the displaced rail riders.  Contracting out service is a difficult issue that is part of collective bargaining; Metro can’t just unilaterally do it. The Board has not acted on the subway extension and other projects pending review of the Long Range Transportation Plan update.  
The operating deficit – $1.8 billion projected over 10 years – already exists.  Once TAP comes on line, charging distance-based fares might be an option for future Board consideration.  Staff tried to give the Los Angeles Times perspective on the fare proposal and deficit by noting that Metro serves the mobility needs of all 10 million county residents no matter how they travel and noted that the rising fare subsidies are siphoning scarce dollars that could be used to leverage state and federal funds and bond monies to build more street and highway projects as well as transit improvements.  Staff noted that even under the fare proposal, the average passenger would only pay 86 cents per ride, much lower than comparable transit properties in America. A gallon of gas costs about four times that amount.
Cross Valley Connector Gap Closure Event

On April 23rd, the City of Santa Clarita hosted the grand opening of the 1.6 mile segment of the Cross Valley between Copper Hill and the I-5 freeway.  The new facility is an 8-lane divided arterial.  When the entire Cross Valley Connector is completed, it will provide an alternate east-west arterial that will link the I-5 and Route 14 Freeways. Through the 2001 Call for Projects, Metro contributed $9.396 million in Prop C 25% funds (55% of the total cost of $17.084 million) for the project. Director Ara Najarian, representing Metro at the Grand Opening ceremony, served as the keynote speaker. Representatives from Federal, state and local elected offices were also in attendance.

LAX/Metro Green Line Interagency Task Force

The second meeting of the LAX/Metro Green Line Interagency Task Force is being held on Tuesday, May 1.  This task force was recently reconvened in response to a motion by City of Los Angeles Councilman Bill Rosendahl to examine a Metro Green Line connection to LAX.  At the Tuesday meeting, discussion of transit alternative alignment alternatives will be discussed.  Planning staff will be representing Metro at this meeting.  Other task force members include: representatives from Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA), the Cities of Los Angeles, Inglewood and El Segundo, Federal Transit Administration and County and State elected official offices.

April 28th Union Station Security Exercise
Metro Media Relations staff provided an interview with KPCC Radio today on Saturday’s joint agency security exercise at Union Station.  Staff reported that the exercise, intended to rehearse a coordinated, multi-agency response to protect Union Station due to an increased threat level by the Department of Homeland Security, will establish passenger security checkpoints around the Union Station complex.  Passenger baggage and vehicles will be screened as part of the exercise, with passenger delays of five or more minutes anticipated.  Passengers can do their part to bolster security by reporting unattended packages or other suspicious activity to the Metro Sheriff’s Hotline: 888.950.SAFE (7233).  The story is expected to air today.

Fiesta Broadway Event / May 1st Immigrant March
Media Relations distributed a news release today regarding impacts to service this Sunday, April 29 during Fiesta Broadway.  Patrons are encouraged to use the Metro Rail system to attend the festivities.  In addition, a news release was distributed regarding expected impacts to Metro Bus service on Tuesday, May 1 due to a planned immigrants march set to take place in downtown Los Angeles.  A total of 69 Metro Bus lines will be rerouted during the march.  Metro Red and Blue lines will have additional trains added. 
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