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· Congressional Testimony Suggests Fixes to New Starts Program 

· Metro Public Relations Interviewed on the Governor’s Proposed Budget 

· May Day March to MacArthur Park
· Blue Line Safety Awareness and Enforcement Operation
· Trade Corridor Working Group


	Transportation Leaders in Congress Issue Warning on Public Private Partnerships

Two powerful Members of Congress recently issued an open letter to transportation agencies across America discouraging their participation in public private partnerships (PPP) that are “not in the long term public interest…”  The letter was issued by the Chairman of the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee James L. Oberstar (D-MN) and the chairman of the panel’s subcommittee on Transit and Highways Peter A. DeFazio (D-OR).  In their correspondence, the Congressmen cite a number of reservations about PPPs, including their belief that these agreements may not offer a net balance of benefits for the American public.  The letter bluntly states, The Committee (Transportation & Infrastructure Committee) will work to undo any state PPP agreements that do not fully protect the public interest and the integrity of the national [transportation] system.”  For your review, a copy of the Oberstar/DeFazio letter is attached.

U.S. House of Representatives Adopts Bill to Block Mexican Trucking Plan

The U.S. House of Representatives resoundingly passed a bill (411 in favor, 3 opposed) earlier today that would set strict conditions before the Bush administration can proceed with a plan to allow long-haul Mexican trucks access to U.S. highways.  The bill, H.R. 1773, seeks to limit the length of the program and block its implementation until American truckers have comparable access to Mexico. It is our understanding that the legislation would also establish an independent panel to review the program periodically and terminate the program if sustained problems are identified.  Despite the fact that the North American Free Trade Agreement established a framework for the United States and Mexico to open their roadways to each other’s trucks, ongoing legal challenges and regulatory hurdles have stalled implementation of such a plan.  It is expected that the U.S. Senate will consider a measure similar to H.R. 1773 later this year.

Congressional Testimony Suggests Fixes to New Starts Program

Last week, I appeared before a U.S. House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Highways and Transit as part of its hearings on the two Federal Transit Administration programs.  As part of my testimony, I recommended five improvements to the New Starts and Small Starts programs that would make the programs less onerous to local transit agencies:

· Recognize True Allocation of Risk 

· Streamline and Simplify the New Starts Rating Process 

· Establish a Bilateral Commitment to Timeframes 

· Reduce Time Frame From Record of Decision to Construction 

· Provide Increased New Starts Funding to Address the Nationwide Demand 

Chairman Rep. Peter A. DeFazio, (D-Oregon) of the subcommittee read aloud a portion of my testimony detailing the significant delay between issuance of a Record of Decision and the Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA). Rep. DeFazio asked James S. Simpson, FTA Administrator, to comment on that portion of my testimony.

The FTA Administrator Simpson was also asked by subcommittee member John J. Duncan, Jr. (R-Tennessee) to cite examples of successful Small Starts projects. Simpson mentioned the Metro Rapid System Gap Closure Project as one of four projects funded in President Bush’s budget and commented that it will do much to improve transit in Los Angeles.

Metro Public Relations Interviewed on the Governor’s Proposed Budget

Metro Public Relations Deputy Executive Officer Marc Littman was interviewed today on KCRW’s “Which Way LA?” show, KPCC radio’s “Airtalk” with Larry Mantle, and by the San Gabriel Valley Tribune about the impact of the Governor’s budget on LA County mobility programs.  Reporters were told that Los Angeles County, which faces the worst traffic congestion in the nation, will take a $230 million hit.  Those monies could be used for highway and transit capital projects as well as for operations.  The Governor’s deputy finance chief countered that transit statewide is getting more money, a point that Josh Shaw from the California Transit Association said was misleading.  Metro staff also noted that even if these were one-time revenues, as the Governor’s office maintains, $230 million can make a difference in mobility.  

The Governor’s finance officer stated that monies diverted from public transit would be used to transport students to school, which he characterized as a legitimate transit use.  Littman pointed out that Metro transports 12 million students a year to school.  Rather than providing Metro money for such service, the Governor has proposed taking money from the agency to buy diesel buses, which are not as environmentally friendly as Metro’s CNG fleet. 

May Day March to MacArthur Park
On Thursday, May 17th the Multi-Ethnic Immigrant Workers Organizing Network (MIWON) will hold another march.  The assembly will begin at 5:00 p.m. and end around 8:30 p.m.  LAPD is anticipating approximately 3,000-5,000 participants.  The march route will start at Immanuel Presbyterian Church located at 3300 Wilshire Boulevard (corner of Berendo) and proceed east on Wilshire to Park View and into MacArthur Park.
The corridor of Metro service impact is Wilshire Blvd, West Third St to the North, Alvarado St to the East and Olympic to the South.  Lines impacted include 20, 21, 720, 204, 754, 200, 18, 26, 51, 351, and 66.  There will also be delays on Olympic impacting lines 27, 28, and 328.
Blue Line Safety Awareness and Enforcement Operation
Media Relations distributed a news release today announcing that tomorrow morning, May 16, law enforcement will coordinate a joint Safety Awareness and Enforcement Operation at some of the busiest Metro Blue Line rail crossings to raise public awareness that it is unsafe for pedestrians or motorists to illegally pass through closed crossing gates where possible collision with approaching trains could result in serious injury or death.

From 6:30 a.m. to 10 a.m., deputies from Metro Transit Services Bureau, the Los Angeles Police Department, the Long Beach Police Department and Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department will converge on major Metro Blue Line street-level rail crossings throughout the rail line to conduct traffic enforcement operations and to distribute safety tip handouts to both motorists and pedestrians. Recent vehicle-related accidents have occurred when motorists have made illegal left turns against a red light or from running red lights.  Pedestrian accidents have resulted when people were running to catch their train without looking both ways

Metro organized the multi-jurisdictional committee of law enforcement to review safety concerns along all “at-grade” segments since each police agency has primary responsibility for traffic enforcement in their area. While the primary thrust of the operation is safety education, law enforcement will issue citations to members of the public who flagrantly violate traffic safety rules.

Trade Corridor Working Group

The third Trade Corridors Improvement Account (TCIF) Work Group meeting is scheduled for Friday, May 18, 2007 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the San Bernardino Associated Governments (SANBAG) Office, 1170 West Street, San Bernardino.

Topics of discussions will include:

· Legislative Update (SB9 Lowenthal, SB19 Lowenthal, and AB995 Nava)

· Environmental Justice Considerations related to Air Quality

· Key Criteria for a sustainable Goods Movement Infrastructure Program

· Key Elements of TCIF Project Eligibility
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