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In this issue:

· FTA Deputy Administrator Sherry Little Visits Metro
· Metro Hosts 27th FTA Transit Construction Roundtable
· Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Update
· Public Relations Interviewed on Metro’s Fare Restructuring Proposal
· Media Attending Today’s Safety Operations on the Blue Line


	FTA Deputy Administrator Sherry Little Visits Metro

Metro staff and I briefed FTA Deputy Administrator Sherry Little, FTA Regional Administrator Leslie Rogers and FTA Counsel to the Administrator Richard Steinmann on Metro’s latest efforts with respect to the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, the Exposition Light Rail Line, the Crenshaw Transit Corridor and Metro’s Small Starts proposal to expand our existing Rapid Bus system.  The FTA Delegation toured the Eastside Extension construction site and rode along the alignment for the planned Exposition Light Rail Line.  Deputy Administrator Little was focused on how Metro addresses the transportation challenges in our region and was pleased to see ongoing construction for new transit lines.  The Deputy Administrator indicated that she looks forward to coming back to Los Angeles to see the Eastside and Exposition projects once they are completed.

[image: image3.jpg]R
€




Metro Hosts 27th FTA Transit Construction Roundtable

Metro hosted the 27th FTA Transit Construction Roundtable which was held in Downtown Los Angeles from May 13th through 15th.  The event which was attended by FTA Deputy Administrator Sherry Little, FTA officials and representatives from over 40 transit agencies, has been held at various transit properties since 1993.  The Roundtable provides a nationwide forum to discuss major construction issues and technical/management topics related to the transit industry.  The event which focused on FTA projects included presentations of Task Force Topics by FTA Construction Roundtable members and a tour of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension led by Metro Project Director Dennis Mori and Project Manager Eli Choueiry.
Metro staff participated in a Task Force presentation on Risk Assessment and Management, highlighting Metro’s successful implementation of FTA’s Risk Assessment program demonstrated by our Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension construction project on-time, within budget performance.

Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Update
Media Relations distributed a news release this afternoon that notes beginning Saturday, May 19, Metro construction crews will re-configure overnight the southbound and northbound traffic flow on Eastern Avenue at the Third Street intersection in East Los Angeles. Construction of the right-of-way project will begin Monday, May 21, for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension. The work is expected to last approximately six weeks.

Work had been scheduled from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday to Friday. Eastbound and westbound traffic on Third Street will be maintained. However, to minimize the impact to the community, cones, concrete barriers and electronic boards will help re-direct vehicle and pedestrian traffic. Access to homes and business and to emergency vehicles will be maintained at all times.

Public Relations Interviewed on Metro’s Fare Restructuring Proposal
Public Relations staff did an interview this afternoon with Ch. 52 regarding Metro’s proposed fare restructuring plan. The reporter was told that the agency has a projected deficit of $1.8 billion over the next ten years unless additional revenues are found. The reporter was told that the Board will hold a public hearing on the fare proposals on Thursday, May 24 and also a Fare Forum will be held this Saturday, May 19 to gather public input on the fare proposals.  In addition, the reporter was told that currently Metro only recovers 24 percent of its operating costs through the farebox, with taxpayers subsidizing 76 percent of the cost and that a more equitable fare structure needs to be adopted. The story is expected to air tonight.

Media Attending Today’s Safety Operations on the Blue Line
This morning between 6:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. law enforcement conducted a joint Safety Awareness and Enforcement Operation along the Metro Blue Line.  The Los Angeles Sheriff's Metro Transit Services Bureau, the Long Beach Police Department and the Los Angeles Police Department distributed safety literature to motorists and pedestrians.  Media attending today’s safety operations included Channels 5 KTLA, 7 KABC, 11 KTLA, and Telemundo. 
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