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In this issue:

· CTC Staff Recommends $476 M out of a total $477 M Request for LA County from the 2006 STIP Augmentation
· Metro Promotes Bike to Work Day
· Metro Service Impacted by Immigrants’ Rights March
· Projected Ridership Statistics


	CTC Staff Recommends $476 M out of a total $477 M Request for LA County from the 2006 STIP Augmentation
Today, John Barna, Executive Director of the California Transportation Commission (CTC), announced his recommendations to the CTC for the 2006 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) Augmentation.  Proposition 1B, The Highway Safety, Traffic Reduction, Air Quality, and Port Security Bond Act approved by the voters in November of 2006 included $2.0 billion for the STIP.  Today's CTC staff recommendation, if adopted by the CTC as scheduled on June 7, 2007, would fund all but $1 million of the $477 million total Los Angeles County request.  The CTC staff recommendation is good news for Los Angeles County because it includes a $130 million discretionary advance of future funding that was not assured at the outset of the 2006 STIP Augmentation process.  Countywide Planning staff spoke to Commissioner Larry Zarian today and learned that he had been working with his staff for several weeks on today's positive recommendation.  The Metro Board of Directors approved the $477 million request on March 26, 2007, as shown in Table 1, attached to this brief.  Only the U.S. 101 Van Nuys Off-Ramps request for $1 million was omitted from the CTC's staff recommendation.  

The Governor's FY 2008 Budget for the State of California could jeopardize Metro's STIP funding because $1.1 billion in the Public Transportation Account (PTA) funds that support the STIP through FY 2011 are put at risk by the Governor's proposal to permanently use PTA funds for debt service and home-to-school transportation instead.  The CTC's staff recommendation will now be reviewed by transportation interests statewide in preparation for the CTC's final action on June 7, 2007.  Please contact David Yale, Deputy Executive Officer, Regional Programming, at (213) 922-2469 if you have any questions about this matter.
Metro Promotes Bike to Work Day
Media Relations staff did several early morning live and taped interviews with Channel 4 today to promote Bike to Work Day and Metro’s Share the Road bike safety campaign. Today Metro offered free rides to bicyclists but viewers were encouraged to bicycle throughout the year and use Metro for part of their trip.

Metro Service Impacted by Immigrants’ Rights March
KNX today interviewed Metro Media Relations staff about how this afternoon’s Immigrants’ Rights March will impact Metro service. Staff told a reporter that 14 bus lines on and around Wilshire Boulevard between Alvarado Street and Western Avenue would be detoured between 4 p.m. and 10 p.m. Detour signs have been posted at the bus stops and Metro supervisors will be stationed at key service points to help guide passengers.

Projected Ridership Statistics
A reporter with the San Gabriel Valley Tribune inquired today regarding ridership projections for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension as well as the Expo line. Staff reported that ridership for the eastside extension of the Gold Line is projected at 17,000 boarding passengers by 2020. For the Expo line, ridership estimates are 43,600 boarding passengers by 2020. The reporter is preparing a story on the recent ridership projections of 9,500 boarding passengers for the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension from Pasadena to Azusa that were given out last week by the construction authority. Current ridership statistics also were given to the reporter for all four Metro Rail lines operated by Metro. The story is expected to run tomorrow. 
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