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In this issue:

· State Budget Update
· Members of California’s Congressional Delegation Urge State Legislature to Protect Transit Funds

· 
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House Transportation Committee will Consider Climate Change Legislation that Includes Provision to Keep Transit Fares Low

· Media Attending Today’s Board Workshop Meeting


	State Budget Update

Staff has learned that recent budget negotiations are deteriorating and that additional cuts to public transit are being considered.  Legislative leadership and the Budget Conference Committee are attempting to negotiate an agreement on the State Budget.  Recent negotiations have centered around a proposal made by the Assembly Budget Subcommittee on Transportation which would allow some modest use of public transit funds to balance the current year budget but provide long term stability to these funds.  Board Members are encouraged to contact Members of the Los Angeles County legislative delegation and members of the Budget Conference Committee.  Staff has prepared the attached Legislative Alert.  We are also including our last budget brief which includes projects put at risk because of this action, and a list of all Los Angeles County Legislators.

Members of California’s Congressional Delegation Urge State Legislature to Protect Transit Funds

Twenty members of California’s Congressional delegation have co-signed a letter to the Speaker of the California State Assembly and President of the State Senate urging them to protect transportation funding approved by California voters last November.  The correspondence, initiated by Representative Hilda Solis and Ellen Tauscher, urges Speaker Nunez and Senate President Perata to “reject efforts to reallocate these (transportation) funds for other purposes.”  The following members of Los Angeles County’s Congressional Delegation signed the letter: Representatives Howard Berman, Jane Harman, Grace Napolitano, Lucille Roybal-Allard, Adam Schiff and Diane Watson.  The letter also cites the concern that a cut in state transportation funding will compromise efforts to find the dollars needs to match federal funds secured for California transportation projects.

House Transportation Committee will Consider Climate Change Legislation that Includes Provision to Keep Transit Fares Low

The House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee has announced plans to mark-up legislation tomorrow that addresses energy security and global warming issues.  The legislation, referred to as “the Transportation Energy Security and Climate Change Mitigation Act of 2007,” includes a number of provisions to mitigate the effects of climate change by promoting energy efficient transportation programs and projects.  Metro is closely tracking language in the bill that would authorize $850 million in grants, over the next two fiscal years, to allow urban and rural transit agencies to reduce transit fares and expand transit services.  The legislation also seeks to increase the Federal share for clean fuel vehicles from 90% to 100%.  Under current law, the Federal share for clean fuel vehicles (in compliance with the Clean Air Act) is 90%.  Metro staff is in close contact with congressional aides serving on the Transportation & Infrastructure and will keep the Board abreast of the markup slated for tomorrow on the “the Transportation Energy Security and Climate Change Mitigation Act of 2007.”

Media Attending Today’s Board Workshop Meeting
City News Service, KABC-TV, KNBC-TV and LA City TV Ch. 35 attended today’s Board workshop meeting on Metro’s proposed FY 08 budget.  Stories are expected to air tonight and tomorrow regarding the workshop and Metro’s proposed budget and upcoming public hearing and formal adoption of the budget later this month.
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