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In this issue:

· House Clears Transportation Spending Bill
· Media Alert on State Budget Causes Ripple Effect
· Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Safety Event – 2 Million Manhours Safety Luncheon Celebration


	House Clears Transportation Spending Bill 

After two contentious days of debate, the U.S. House of Representatives last night approved its Transportation and Housing & Urban Development appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2008.  As noted in previous Daily Briefs, the bill includes the subway tunneling language sponsored by Congressman Waxman, along with $80 million for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, $16.7 million in Small Starts funding to expand our successful Metro Rapid program and formula funding for a number of federal transportation programs such as the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program that benefit Metro.  During consideration of the transportation bill, dozens of amendments were offered by members seeking to cut funding for a variety of transportation and housing projects and programs.  Of note, Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-OR) offered an amendment that was adopted by voice vote that would block funding for a controversial Department of Transportation program that allows up to 100 Mexican trucking companies to travel beyond the set commercial zones along the U.S.-Mexican border.  A series of amendments to cut funding for Amtrak, including one by Rep. Pete Sessions (R-TX) that would have slashed funding for the Sunset Limited which runs from New Orleans to Los Angeles, were all soundly defeated.  Metro Government Relations staff is closely monitoring Congressional consideration of all transportation spending bills and will provide a timely update when the full U.S. Senate considers its transportation spending bill later this year.

Media Alert on State Budget Causes Ripple Effect

Media Relations staff alerted reporters with Times, Daily News, City News Service, KTLA-TV, and other media about plans to postpone the $455 million Call for Projects and CTC action on Expo and various highway projects because of the uncertainty over state transportation funding and the outcome of Legislative budget deliberations.  Stories are expected tonight and Thursday.

Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Safety Event – 2 Million Manhours Safety Luncheon Celebration

Today, Chair O’Connor, Supervisor Molina and I joined the Eastside LRT Constructors to acknowledge them on their achievement of reaching two million hours worked without a lost time incident.  We were extremely honored to participate in this crowning event to pay tribute to the men and women who have made the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Project among the safest projects ever constructed in the nation.

Also recognized for their outstanding achievement were Mike Aparicio, Eastside LRT Constructors and his Management Team and Metro’s Eastside Project Management Team led by Dennis Mori for their success in promoting a safe construction project.  Recognition was also given to Eli Choueiry, DEO Project Management, James Brown, Construction Safety Manager, and Fred Smith, Construction Manager.
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