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In this issue:

· LA City Council Transportation Committee Considers Key Transportation Improvements
· Suspected Tagger Arrested On Felony Charge of Vandalizing Metro Property
· Media Inquiry into Today’s Metro Board Meeting


	LA City Council Transportation Committee Considers Key Transportation Improvements

The Los Angeles City Council Transportation Committee yesterday considered several Metro related issues.  The Committee heard a report from the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) on their analysis of Supervisor’s Zev Yaroslavsky’s proposal to turn Olympic Blvd and Pico Blvd into one-way streets from downtown Los Angeles to Santa Monica.  LADOT reported that there are components of the proposal that are feasible but operations within the City of Santa Monica and east of Crenshaw Blvd. are not feasible and peak period left-turns are necessary.  The Committee directed LADOT to come back in 90 days with an analysis of alternative operations for Olympic and Pico Blvd. that can be implemented.  Staff from Councilman Jack Weiss and Councilman Tom LaBonge’s office expressed concerns with the proposal, recognizing however, that Supervisor Yaroslavsky’s proposal is a good start to initiate discussions on solutions to relief congestion on the Westside.

The City’s Bureau of Engineering (BOE) staff reported on various construction options for a Wilshire Blvd. bus lane project.  Councilmember Rosendahl stressed the need for a bus lane and asked the time frame for completion.  BOE staff indicated a three year range contingent on funding.  Metro staff indicated that funding for this project in the Long Range Transportation Plan is currently projected primarily for the years 2012 to 2014.  The Committee directed a report back to the committee in 30 days with BOE staff working with LADOT and Metro staff to examine funding scenarios and to provide a greater analysis and review of the various construction options. 

The Committee also heard a report from LADOT on the feasibility of a Soto Street bus only lane.  LADOT staff said that Soto Street did not meet the requirements for a bus only lane including lower boarding levels and bus speeds.  In fact, LADOT reported that a bus only lane on Soto Street would actually increase congestion due to the heavy traffic flow from cars and trucks.  LADOT recommended investing $25,000 in traffic engineering enhancements to improve bus speed and schedule reliability on Soto Street.  The Committee approved the recommendation and directed LADOT to continue studying bus only lane opportunities in the area.

Suspected Tagger Arrested On Felony Charge of Vandalizing Metro Property
On July 25, 2007, Deputy Marlon Johnson and several deputies from the Transportation Safety Bureau’s (TSB) Special Problems Unit served a search warrant at 6238 Columbus Avenue in Van Nuys.  Deputy Johnson had determined that an individual named Kevin Herrera (AKA “IKE”) lived at that residence and was responsible for approximately $40,000 dollars in damages to Metro property.  During the service of the search warrant, several items of evidentiary value (photographs, examples of graffiti showing “IKE,” marking pens etc.) were removed from the suspect’s bedroom.  Herrera was arrested without incident.

While interviewing Herrera, he admitted responsibility for all of the vandalism cases under investigation by Deputy Johnson.  Herrera was subsequently booked on a Felony charge of Vandalism. 
Media Inquiry into Today’s Metro Board Meeting

The Los Angeles Times, Daily News and City News Service among other news outlets covered today’s Board meeting.  Print reporters expressed interest in action taken by the Board concerning the Call for Projects, the 710 Freeway, OCTA’s presentation of their HOV program and action taken by the Board to study gating issues on the Metro Rail system.
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