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	Congress Expected To Consider Bridge Repair and Replacement Legislation Next Month

The Chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, James Oberstar (D-MN), has indicated that his committee will consider legislation next month that would create a dedicated source of federal funding to repair and replace bridges on the National Highway System.  The committee is slated to hold a hearing on the bridge legislation on September 5th.  According to news reports, Chairman Oberstar’s initiative has been met with skepticism from Rep. John Mica (R-FL), the ranking Republican on the transportation committee.  Apparently, Rep. Mica is pushing for a more comprehensive strategy to improve highways, bridges, ports, airports and high-speed rail.

State Budget Update
Although no substantive negotiations have taken place with respect to resolving the State Budget standoff, Legislative leadership today issued statements and held press conferences about the situation. Senator President Pro Tem, Don Perata held a press conference with environmental groups to criticize Senate Republicans for attempting to leverage a weakening of environmental laws in the budget negotiations. The Republicans held a dueling press conference to criticize the Democrats for bad budget policies and to defend their stance on environmental issues.

In addition, Assembly Speaker Fabian Núñez wrote a letter to Republican Senate Leader Dick Ackerman to advise him that the Assembly will not be convened before August 20, which is the end of their summer recess.  In his letter, the Speaker stated the views of the Assembly Democratic Caucus and revealed the deep dissatisfaction Assembly Democrats have with the cuts they made in order to secure Republican votes for the budget and rejects their call for further cuts and changes. The Speaker also noted that if the Republican caucus insists on changing the budget agreement, he would require restoration of a substantial portion of the $1.3 billion that was diverted from the Public Transportation Account.

Recap of Business, Transportation and Housing Secretary Dale Bonner Meeting on the Multi-County Goods Movement Action Plan
The representatives of the Southern California transportation commissions and the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach met today with Business Transportation and Housing Secretary, Dale Bonner. Representatives of the Southern California transportation commissions discussed the status of the Memorandum of Understanding between all government agencies involving goods movement and to provide a status report on the Multi-County Goods Movement Action Plan.  Updates were also given on the TCIF program.  Representatives of the United States Department of Transportation also participated in the meeting.

Metro Welcomes Chinese Bus Manufacturer Delegation JAC International

Yesterday, I welcomed representatives from Anhui Jianghua Automobile Group (JAC International), a major bus manufacturer in China.
The delegation visited with Metro’s Vehicle Technology staff and was provided an overview on the US Transit Vehicle market. The group was also given information about Metro’s bus procurement program and they, in turn, presented information about bus manufacturing operations in China. 

Following the meeting, the group toured the Metro Support Services Center and viewed the 45-foot Compo-bus and a brand new articulated bus, which are two new CNG high capacity vehicles.

Division 10 Bus Operator Arrested for Embezzling Thousands of Dollars Worth of Metro Day Passes
Thanks to an anonymous tipster, Metro’s Special Investigation Unit (SIU) of Risk Management and Los Angeles Sheriff’s Deputies were able to conduct an undercover investigation that led to the arrest of a Division 10 bus operator. The operator was taken into custody for allegedly embezzling thousands of dollars worth of Metro day passes. 

The tipster informed Metro that a male “friend” was consistently receiving books of Metro day passes from a female operator driving Line 2 – Sunset Boulevard. Based on the tipster’s information about the “friend”, SIU and Sheriff’s Deputies were able to identify the man and observe him receiving embezzled day passes from the operator. A short time later, the operator was confronted and questioned at her division and eventually confessed. Her arraignment is set for August 28, 2007.

Media Inquiry into Metro Gold Line’s Eastside Extension Sparking Development
A La Opinion reporter interviewed Metro Chief Real State Property Management & Development Roger Moliere today regarding the new economic development on the Eastside sparked by construction of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension. Staff explained that it is still a bit early to predict the exact amount of development that will occur. However, staff noted that construction of the light rail line has already sparked some new developments on Metro properties along the alignment such as Mariachi Plaza, First & Soto and First & Lorena where housing and retail businesses are being developed. With Metro moving people in and out of the area, business will thrive and benefits for the community will be available. A story about this item is expected to run next week.
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