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	U.S. Senate Committee Holds Field Hearing To Examine Maritime Pollution At Los Angeles County Ports
Yesterday, U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer, Chair of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, held a field hearing at the Port of Los Angeles to examine the issue of pollution generated by marine vessels.  The Senator is the author of the “Marine Vessel Emissions Reduction Act of 2007” (S. 1499), legislation that seeks to amend the Clean Air Act to reduce air pollution from marine vessels. Our Board adopted a support position last month on this legislation and its companion in the House authored by Representative Hilda Solis (D-CA).
According to environmental studies, marine vessels operating in and around the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach emit over 30 tons of sulfur oxide in Los Angeles County everyday. Should it be adopted into law, the “Marine Vessel Emissions Reduction Act of 2007” would cut sulfur emissions from ocean going vessels by 97.8%. Among those testifying at the Senate hearing were Representative Hilda Solis, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, California Air Resources Board Chair Mary Nichols, Long Beach Mayor Bob Foster and the heads of the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach.

Los Angeles County Jurisdictions Notified of Their FY ‘07-’08 Allocations Of State TDA Article 3 Funds For Pedestrian And Bicycle Facilities
Countywide Planning and Development is sending out an informational packet to all 88 cities and Los Angeles County Unincorporated areas regarding their state Transportation Development Act (TDA) Article 3 funds.  Included in the packet are the local jurisdictions FY ‘07-‘08 allocations, TDA Article 3 Guidelines and claim forms. Approximately $7.4 million is available in FY ‘07-‘08 for local jurisdictions within LA County to develop pedestrian and bicycle facilities.  As the designated regional transportation planning agency for the county, Metro is required to allocate these funds to each local jurisdiction on a per-capita basis.  Local jurisdictions may submit their TDA Article 3 claim forms anytime to Metro during the FY ‘07-‘08 before the June 30, 2008 deadline.  TDA Article 3 funds may be claimed for draw down, or be placed in reserves for a period of four years.  Funds held in reserve after the four-year period lapse automatically and are reallocated to the jurisdictions.
In addition to the informational packets, local jurisdictions may access claim forms, guidelines and fund balances online at http://www.metro.net/projects_programs/tda.htm.  We have asked the local jurisdictions to mail their completed claim forms to Metro, Attention: Susan Richan, MS 99-23-4, One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 90012.

City of Los Angeles Transportation Committee Metro Related Actions

Earlier this week, the Los Angeles City Council Transportation Committee approved the City’s Chief Legislative Analyst staff recommendation for a $27 million Wilshire Boulevard Bus Speed Improvement Project to compete for Very Small Starts Program funding. The project details are discussed in a Board Box that was sent to you previously and includes the following elements:

· Asphalt curb lane reconstruction between Fairfax and Western 

· Traffic striping, transit signal priority and signage necessary for a dedicated peak hour bus lane 

· Widening of Wilshire Blvd. between Barrington Avenue and Federal Ave. to install an eastbound bus-only lane 

· Implementation of a construction level public outreach program 

· Removals of existing jut-outs and align curbs to provide more roadway width in the westbound curb lane from west of Selby Ave. to east of Comstock Ave. and between Selby Ave. and Westwood Blvd. 

In conjunction with City staff, Metro will submit an application for this project to the Federal Transit Administration for funding through the Very Small Starts Program.  Applications are due to FTA September 7. The Committee directed City staff to report back in 60 days with a recommendation for a Phase II of the Wilshire Blvd. Bus-Only Project. Metro will coordinate with City staff in developing a recommendation, as future funding outlined in the 2001 Long Range Transportation Plan would remain in place for upgrading the reconstruction between Fairfax and Western from asphalt to concrete in the future.  

The Committee also heard a Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) report reviewing the three-year Metro Ridership Plan highlighting aspects that would be useful to LADOT’s transit operations and marketing. City staff stated that LADOT does not currently receive its fair share of Formula Allocation Procedure (FAP) funding and that DASH must be part of the Metro Pass program and receive reimbursement. Metro staff reported that an updated ridership plan is scheduled for placement in September’s Metro Board agenda. The Committee continued the item to an unspecified date. Staff also provided an update on Metro’s financial status given the State Budget process.  

Expo Line Begins Major Construction Work

A kick-off event to mark the start of construction on the Exposition Line took place this morning near USC. Los Angeles City Councilwoman Jan Perry, who heads the Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority, opened the event and introduced speakers that included Metro Board Chair Pam O’Connor, County Supervisors Zev Yaroslavsky and Yvonne Braithwaite Burke, Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Councilmembers Bernard Parks and Herb Wesson, Assemblymember Mike Davis, Culver City Mayor Alan Corlin and Expo Line CEO Rick Thorpe. 

Construction workers for the contractor, FCI/Fluor/Parsons operating a special drilling rig, dug 30-foot holes along the Expo Line alignment in preparation for excavation of a 2,700-foot long, 25-foot deep trench. The trench will parallel Exposition Boulevard between Flower Street and Pardee Way on the USC campus. Open to the sky except where it passes beneath intersections, it will be constructed wide enough to accommodate two train tracks. The opening of the $640 million Exposition Line is planned for 2010.

The following media outlets were in attendance: Ch 2/9, 4, 5, 7, 11, 34, 52, KNX, KFWB, KFI, KPCC, Metro Networks, LA Times, Korean Times, Chinese Daily News, City News Service, LA Independent Newspapers, Wave Newspapers and LA City TV 35. Stories are expected to run tonight and tomorrow.

Graduation Ceremonies For 40 Students Set To Become Metro Bus Operators

Earlier today, Board Chair Pam O'Connor attended a graduation ceremony for the Bus Operator Bridge Program at the Wilshire-Metro Worksource Center. This was the program’s 11th graduating class and consisted of 40 students, including a mother and her son graduating the program together as well as a single mother of nine. 

The project was created due to a shortage of qualified bus operators and to help Metro’s efforts to fill nearly 300 of these positions. As a result of the program, Metro has hired (or is in the process of hiring) nearly 200 part-time operators. 

To help bridge the gap, Metro teamed up with Los Angeles Valley City College (LAVCC), Literacy@Work and Metro-Wilshire WorkSource Center to develop a two-week program. LAVCC, which conducts the two-week class for potential job candidates, focuses its courses on motivating individuals to successfully complete Metro's bus operator training and teaches them how to safely operate a bus in LA’s challenging environment. It also teaches candidates how to communicate effectively with dispatchers, supervisors, law enforcement officers and customers. 

Other event attendees included Chief Operations Officer Carolyn Flowers, Executive Officer for Administration Don Ott, DEO for Human Resources Stefan Chasnov, Dr. Tyree Wieder, Los Angeles Valley College President, Greg Irish, Executive Director, Los Angeles Workforce Investment Board, Greg Burke, City of Los Angeles Community Development Department, Al Shepetuk, President of the California Transportation and Logistics Institute and Marguerite Womack of the United Way. 

Media covering the ceremony included KFWB, Channel 52 and Channel 18. Stories on the success of the program are expected to run tonight and tomorrow.

Next Week’s Procurement Postings
RFP for Pest Control Services

Metro will release a Request for Proposals next week to procure agency-wide pest control services. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from August 13, 2007 to November 15, 2007.

Agency-wide pest control services are required in order to keep facilities and vehicles as pest-free as possible. The services are also required to ensure that Metro complies with applicable health and safety regulations.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Kenneth Takahashi, senior contract administrator, at (213) 922-1047.

RFP for Project Management Assistance Services

Metro released a Request for Proposals last week to procure Project Management Assistance services. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from July 31, 2007 to September 28, 2007.

Project management Assistance will provide staff augmentation for the Construction Department. The firm or firms awarded contracts will supply individuals representing various technical disciplines who will work directly under Metro staff supervision at Metro Gateway. This procurement action is discussed in a Board Box dated July 9, 2007.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Don Costa Seawell, senior contract administrator, at (213) 922-1056.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week I will be meeting separately with Board Chair O' Connor, Supervisor Antonovich, and Brendan Huffman, President of Valley Industry & Commerce Association.  I will also meet with the City of Culver City Officials to discuss Metro Expo Light Rail Transit project.

In addition, I will be participating in the Southern California Goods Movement Consensus Working Group Meeting, Long Range Transportation Plan Workshop, Mobility 21 Board of Directors Meeting and the Regionwide CEO Meeting.  

I will also be attending the Los Angeles Women's Transportation Coalition Lunch Meeting to welcome and honor Metro's Board Chair Pam O' Connor.  

And, finally, KTLA-Channel 5 will interview me for the station’s 60th Anniversary Broadcasting Special, which will feature a segment on Transportation Issues.
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