	[image: image1.png]



	
	Daily Brief

	Thursday, August 16, 2007

20070816-0
	
	CEO Roger Snoble

 

	[image: image2.jpg]America’s ;-i‘/ Best




In this issue:

· Metro represented on panel at the Global Warming Forum hosted by Congresswoman Hilda Solis
· DHS Announces Supplemental Transit Security and Port Security Grants
· Metro to Host FTA Public Hearing
· Los Angeles City Council Approves Wilshire Blvd. Peak Period Bus Only Lane Project
· One-Hundred Percent Fare Check Operation Conducted at the Red Line Station in North Hollywood
· Los Angeles Women’s Transportation Coalition Luncheon
· Media at Today’s Long Range Transportation Plan Workshop
· Media Inquiry into the Wilshire Bus-Only Lane


	Metro represented on panel at the Global Warming Forum hosted by Congresswoman Hilda Solis

Congresswoman Hilda Solis (32-CA), a member of the House Committee on Energy and Commerce, held a Global Warming Forum today in collaboration with Cal State University, Los Angeles to raise awareness on the challenges, strategies and solutions to combat Global Climate Change.  Participants from the public and private sector, community members and students attended this standing room only event.  Metro Countywide Planning staff, Timothy Papandreou, presented on the topic of Global Climate Change and Transportation highlighting the transportation sector's contribution to greenhouse gases, the key strategies such as energy efficiency, renewable fuels, congestion pricing and smart growth to reduce these emissions and the challenges in current local, state and federal policy to implement them.  In addition, Metro's CNG-powered fleet, green initiatives and the task forces on Air Quality, Sustainability and Climate Change, and Congestion Pricing were also highlighted.

The panel was moderated by Gretchen Lewotsky VP for State and Local Public Affairs and Environmental Operations for Fox Entertainment Group and one the 1,000 friends of Al Gore's "Inconvenient Truth" presenters.  The panel included Hon. Judy Chu, State Board of Equalization member, Dr. David Nahai President, Los Angeles Department of Water and Power Board of Commissioners, Dr. Jim Gauderman, Professor of Preventive Medicine, University of Southern California and Veronica Gutierrez, Director of Public Affairs, Edison International.

DHS Announces Supplemental Transit Security and Port Security Grants

Earlier today, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced grant allocations for transit security and port security.  This particular round of funding stems from the FY2007 Emergency Supplemental Appropriations bill, which was signed into law by President Bush in May.  Although the primary purpose of the bill was to fund continued military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, the legislation included $100 million in supplemental funding for transit security and $110 million for port security.  The Los Angeles/Long Beach/Anaheim/Santa Ana metropolitan area, one of eight "Tier I" urban areas, is slated to receive $4.3 million for transit security.  On port security, Los Angeles/Long Beach was awarded a grant of $8.05 million.  It should be noted that these funds are considered to be additional grants on top of the normal grants allocated on an annual basis by DHS.
Metro to Host FTA Public Hearing

Metro's Board Room will be the site of a "listening session" sponsored by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to obtain public comment on its proposed rule for major capital investment projects.  The hearing, scheduled for Thursday, September 13 at 9:00 am, will be the first of five public sessions slated to take place throughout the country.  In a nutshell, the FTA's Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), which was published in the Federal Register on August 3, revises the criteria by which New Starts and Small Starts candidate projects will be evaluated.  Under current regulations, New Starts projects are judged on a wide range of criteria, including mobility improvements, environmental benefits, operating efficiencies, cost effectiveness, land use and other factors.  Under the proposed rule, the criteria for project justification will be grouped into two broad categories, effectiveness and cost effectiveness, with specific measures contained within each category. 

Metro staff is currently in the process of reviewing and evaluating the FTA's proposed rule and intends to participate in the September 13 hearing.  Formal written comments on the proposed rule are due by November 1, 2007.  Further details on the hearing will be forwarded to Board members as soon as they become available.
Los Angeles City Council Approves Wilshire Blvd. Peak Period Bus Only Lane Project

Yesterday, the Los Angeles City Council approved the Transportation Committee recommendation for a $27 million Wilshire Boulevard Peak Period Bus Only Lane Project to compete for Very Small Starts Program funding.  As reported here last week the project includes the following elements:

· Asphalt curb lane reconstruction between Fairfax and Western 

· Traffic striping, transit signal priority and signage necessary for a dedicated peak period bus lane 

· Widening of Wilshire Blvd. between Barrington Avenue and Federal Ave. to install an eastbound bus-only lane 

· Implementation of a construction level public outreach program 

· Removal of existing jut-outs and align curbs to provide more roadway width in the westbound curb lane from west of Selby Ave. to east of Comstock Ave. and between Selby Ave. and Westwood Blvd. 

City staff indicated that if it received funding, the project could be completed in 2009.  Councilmembers Greuel, Weiss, Garcetti and Rosendahl spoke in support of the project.  Councilmember LaBonge also spoke in favor of the project but offered a friendly amendment to include an additional stop at Hauser on the Wilshire Corridor.  Metro will work with City staff to submit an application to the Federal Transit Administration for funding through the Very Small Starts Program.

One-Hundred Percent Fare Check Operation Conducted at the Red Line Station in North Hollywood

On Wednesday, August 15, 2007, Transit Services Bureau (TSB) deputies, a K-9 handler, security assistants, and Metro security officers conducted a 100% Fare Operation check at the North Hollywood Red Line Station.  A total of 5,860 passengers were checked for fare as they entered the station, resulting in the issuance of nine citations for evasion of fare payment (CA Penal Code 640PC).  There were also 3,489 passengers checked for fare as they exited the station, resulting in the issuance of 45 citations.  In addition, two arrests were made, one for fraudulent evasion of fare and the other was for an outstanding narcotics warrant.

The 100% Fare Check Operation continues to reduce the number of fare evaders that enter the rail system.  In addition, the visual presence of Sheriff’s deputies and security personnel contributes to the success of this overall operation.

Los Angeles Women’s Transportation Coalition Luncheon
Today, I attended the Los Angeles Women’s Transportation Coalition luncheon at US Gateway honoring Metro Board Chair Pam O’Connor.  The luncheon immediately followed the Long Range Plan Workshop.  Other special guests included Director Bonnie Lowenthal, Billie Greer, Director of the Los Angeles Office of the Governor and approximately 60 other public and private transportation professionals from throughout the region.

Media at Today’s Long Range Transportation Plan Workshop

The Los Angeles Times, Daily News and City News Service attended today’s Special Board Meeting/Long Range Transportation Plan Workshop.  Stories are expected to run tomorrow regarding the financial aspects of the Long Range Transportation Plan and its impact to specific transportation improvement projects for the region.

Media Inquiry into the Wilshire Bus-Only Lane

Reporters from Channel 54 (Spanish language) and KTAN-TV (Korean language) interviewed Media Relations staff today regarding action by the Los Angeles City Council yesterday agreeing to apply for a $27 million federal grant in partnership with Metro to help fund construction of a bus-only lane on Wilshire Boulevard.  If approved, the grant funding would be made available in late 2008.  Staff explained that thanks to this grant funding, Metro will be able to begin earlier with the project to repair the curb lane between Fairfax and Western, traffic signals and signage, widening Wilshire Blvd., between Barrington and Federal Avenues and removing curbs between Selby Avenue and Westwood Boulevard and Selby and Comstock Avenue.  Stories are expected to run tonight.
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