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	Westside/Central Sector Reaches out for Back to School

Anticipating the usual up tick in ridership when students return to school, the Westside/Central Sector positioned several light-duty personnel at key locations along Wilshire Boulevard during the morning peak from September 4-7.  They focused particularly on the new Wilshire Rapid Express Line 920 and students who may have missed the outreach associated with the start-up of this line in June.  Metro personnel were stationed at combined Rapid 720/Rapid Express 920 stops along Wilshire at Vermont, Western and Fairfax and provided assistance to customers to ensure that they boarded the correct line to reach their desired destination.

News Release on Metro Gold Line Construction Update

Media Relations issued a news release this afternoon noting that construction work on the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension light rail project will be active on three fronts in downtown Los Angeles and Boyle Heights areas the week of September 10.  Beginning Monday, Department of Water and Power crews will close First Street between Lorena and Evergreen streets in Boyle Heights to install and rearrange power poles and wire circuits from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Work is expected to last until Friday. Residents should expect full street closure on First Street. Westbound traffic will be detoured at Lorena Street and eastbound traffic will be detoured at Fresno Street. Lorena Street will remain open for through traffic. Metro flaggers will redirect pedestrian traffic and access to residences, businesses and emergency vehicles will be maintained at all times.

Also on First Street, between Lorena and Indiana streets, and on the northbound lanes on Indiana Street between Cheesebroughs Lane and Gleason Avenue in Boyle Heights, Metro construction crews will rearrange utilities to build a new crosswalk with ramps for the disable Monday through Friday from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. Residents should expect intermittent closures on First Street.  Eastbound traffic will be detoured at Lorena Street.  There will be no street parking on First Street.  When open, traffic will be reduced to one lane in each direction.  Metro flaggers, cones and electronic boards will be used to minimize the impact to pedestrian and vehicle traffic in the community.  Access to residents, businesses and emergency vehicles will be maintained at all times.

In downtown Los Angeles, Metro construction crews will begin Tuesday, September 11, to build a roadway that will cross over the bridge over the 101 Freeway and the south end of the rail tracks in Union Station. This roadway, eventually, will be the baggage road, pedestrian walkway and emergency vehicle access road. Work will take approximately one month.

Metro Rail Featured In United Airlines Magazine

Media Relations was successful in placing an article on touring Los Angeles via Metro in the September issue of the award-winning Hemispheres travel magazine, which appears on all United Airlines flights. The piece tells tourists to skip the rental car and jammed freeways and to visit LA the easy way via Metro Rail.

TV Show to Feature Metro’s New 65-Foot Bus

Metro Media Relations staff participated in the taping of the Spanish Language TV show “Benvenido a Casa” (Welcome Home) for Channel 54, Azteca America regarding the introduction of the new 65-foot Metro Liner bus on the Metro Orange Line. The show will air Tuesday, September 11 at 11 a.m. on Channel 54.

Next Week’s Procurement Postings
IFB for 35 single-sided Freestanding Stainless Steel Map Cases

Metro will release an Invitation to Bids next week to procure 35 single-sided freestanding stainless steel map cases.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from September 14 through November 16, 2007.

The map cases are being procured to enhance customer information awareness at key bus and rail stations.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Bassar Richardson, contract administrator, at (213) 922-4596.

IFB for Soundwall Replacement Project at Division 7

Metro will release an Invitation to Bids next week to perform complete construction and construction management work for the Soundwall Replacement Project at Division 7.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from September 10 through October 8, 2007.

The contractor shall replace the existing 12-foot high sound wall with a 16-foot high sound wall in order to reduce the bus noise, which intrudes into the residential areas along Huntley Drive located at the east side of Division 7.  The existing sound wall and extension wall panel shall be demolished and removed.  The new sound wall shall be constructed along the line of the existing sound wall using pre-cast concrete panels.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Leo Lopez, contract administrator, at (213) 922-3675.

RFP for Control Panels at Division 1

Metro will release a Request for Proposals next week to provide and install new control panels at two locations at Division 1.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from September 7 through October 5, 2007.

The Contractor shall furnish all labor, materials, tools, equipment, services, and incidentals for external by-pass control panels for the paint booth platform (at two locations).  The by-pass switches shall be completely installed and fully operational at Division 1.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Frank Foster, senior contract administrator, at (213) 922-3716.

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events
Next week, I will be meeting with Robert Poole, Director of Transportation Studies of the Reason Foundation regarding Transportation Policy and Congestion Pricing.  I will also be meeting with Larry Zarian, CTC Commissioner and Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension Construction Authority.  Finally, I will be participating in the FTA Listening Session for New Starts Projects for the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Section 5309 Major Capital Investment Projects. 

I will be returning to the office on Thursday, September 13, 2007.  During my absence, Roger Moliere, Chief Real Property Management and Development will act on my behalf with full signature authority. He can be reached at (213) 922-2225.
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