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· BRT Tour is Rescheduled for the Former Governor of Paraná, Brazil
· Metro Restores Watts “Rainbow Bridge”
· ProgramMetro Website Goes Live this Month
· Reserve the Dates


	Metro Responds to Los Angeles Times' Characterization of Eastside Project as "Pork"
 

On Sunday, the Los Angeles Times ran an editorial entitled "The Value of Congressional Pork" in which the Metro Gold Line Eastside Light Rail Project was cited as an example of "pork". The editorial called on Congress to provide greater disclosure when it comes to earmarks. However, the editorial failed to distinguish between narrowly-drawn, poorly-vetted earmarks occasionally pushed by members of Congress versus legitimate projects such as Eastside that have undergone intense scrutiny and evaluation by government agencies. As such, I felt the need to respond to the Times' editorial. In my letter (below) I make the case that not all earmarks are alike and that some are specifically intended for projects that have been thoroughly analyzed by federal agencies and found to be meritorious and fully justified in terms of federal investment.  
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BRT Tour is Rescheduled for the Former Governor of Paraná, Brazil
The Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Tour for the Honorable Jaime Lerner, former Governor of Paraná, Brazil, has been rescheduled to Friday, September 28, 2007, 9:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 
Governor Lerner is a renowned architect and urban planner. He’s also been mayor of Curitiba, capital of Paraná, three times (1971–75, 1979–84 and 1989–92). In 1994, Lerner was elected governor of Paraná, and was reelected in 1998. 
During his first term, Lerner implemented the Rede Integrada de Transporte (also call for Bus Rapid Transit), and continued to implement a host of social, ecological, and urban reforms during his ensuing terms as mayor. He has been a genesis to our Metro bus rapid system.
BRT Tour Agenda

9:00 a.m. 
Meet at Metro Headquarters 

9:10 a.m. 
Depart to Metro Red Line 

10:20 a.m.
Arrive at Metro Wilshire/Vermont station  



Board Metro Rapid Bus for tour  

10:50 a.m.
Board Metro Red Line at Vermont/Sunset  

11:10 a.m.
Arrive at North Hollywood Metro Orange Line  



Tour Metro Orange Line from North Hollywood to Van Nuys station 
11:45 a.m. 
Depart to Hollywood & Highland for Lunch

Board Members who wish to participate in the tour can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.

Metro Restores Watts "Rainbow Bridge"
Wayside Systems crews recently completed restoration of the "Rainbow Bridge", a pedestrian bridge located south of the Metro Blue Line on 103rd Street near Kenneth Hahn Station. Also known as "the Bridge to Peace”, it is widely recognized in the community and is central to the Watts Cultural Crescent Master Plan, a CRA project development adjacent to the Watts Towers. Originally a CRA project in disrepair, Metro took ownership of the bridge earlier this year and agreed to its restoration following a request from the City of Los Angeles Watts Towers Task Force. The restoration, which included re-painting and repairs to lighting, took less than a week to complete, just in time for the Watts Towers events taking place September 29-30.
ProgramMetro Website Goes Live On the Web This Month
Cities, Muni’s, Caltrans District 7, the County of Los Angeles and others can now access a countywide ProgramMetro database online. State and Federal laws require that Metro’s planning and programming function include a Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) reflecting all transportation projects projected to be funded over the next several years. State and Federal environmental and funding clearances for transportation projects cannot be accomplished without a specific listing in the new ProgramMetro database. After Metro’s acceptance of ProgramMetro information, subsequent approvals are required from the Southern California Association of Governments, Caltrans Headquarters and the United States Department of Transportation (US DOT).

Cities, Muni’s, Caltrans District 7, the County of Los Angeles and others have been informed of the following upcoming ProgramMetro deadlines:

•
Near term TIP Amendment requests are due September 28, 2007; and,

•
Longer term 2008 TIP submittals are due by October 31, 2007.  

Final approval of the longer term 2008 TIP is not expected until October 2008 due to lengthy US DOT required reviews.  

For assistance with ProgramMetro, or to request more information, please contact Nancy Marroquin at (213) 922-7237, marroquinn@metro.net, or Avital Shavit at (213) 922-7518, shavita@metro.net.  If you are having difficulty with the links in this brief, please try entering directly http://program.metro.net into your web browser’s address line. 

Reserve the Dates

CPUC Hearing and Luncheon, Tuesday, September 25, 2007, 8:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m. – Metro Board Room
The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) will hold its 5th Annual Diversity Public Hearing which will also introduce the California Aspire Achieve Pipeline Project Initiative – an education and mentoring program that seeks to encourage and develop young people for careers in the legal profession, financial services, and information technology. 
Board Members are invited to attend.

Outstanding Environmental & Engineering Geologic Project Award, Wednesday, September 26, 2007, 9:30 a.m. through 12:30 p.m. – Sheraton Universal Hotel in Universal City
The Association of Environmental & Engineering Geologists (AEG) will honor Metro with the 2007 Outstanding Environmental and Engineering Geology Project Award for the L.A. Metro Redline Subway. The award ceremony will take place at the Sheraton Universal Hotel in Los Angeles on September 26, 2007 at 9:30 a.m. 
Board Members who wish to participate in the event can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.

BRT Tour for the Former Mayor of Curitiba, Brazil, Friday, September 28, 2007, 9:00 a.m. through 12:00 p.m. – Various Metro Locations
The City of Los Angeles Planning department has teamed up with Metro to host a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Tour for the Honorable Jaime Lerner, former Governor of Paraná, Brazil. 
Board Members who wish to participate in the tour can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
APTA Annual Meeting, Sunday October 7 through October 10, 2007 – The Westin Charlotte, Hilton Charlotte Center City & Charlotte Convention Center 
This event is APTA’s Annual Meeting and is known as the transit industry’s premier event. The meeting features general sessions and forums focused on current issues facing the transit industry and also features first-rate professional speakers.
Board Members who wish to attend can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
Southern CA National Freight Gateway Signing Ceremony (Media Event), Friday, October 12, 2007, 9:30 a.m. through 11:00 a.m. – Caltrans District 7 Headquarters, Downtown Los Angeles

On Friday, October 12, Metro will participate in a signing ceremony to fully execute the Southern California National Freight Gateway Cooperation Agreement approved by the Board in June 2007. This is an unprecedented effort to ensure that agencies involved with goods movement at all levels of government commit to working collaboratively to address the region’s goods movement issues by focusing resources toward a common goal.  
Board Members who wish to attend can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.

Annual UCLA Lake Arrowhead Land Use-Transportation-Air Quality Seminar, Sunday, October 14, 2007 – Tuesday, October 16, 2007, Various Times, UCLA

Metro Planning Department is a sponsor of the Annual UCLA Lake Arrowhead Land Use-Transportation-Air Quality Seminar. The topic for this year is “Planning for Growth: Demographics, Employment, Housing, and Resources.”
Board Members who wish to attend can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.

State Legislative Staff Briefing & Tour, Monday, October 15, 2007, 8:00 a.m. through 5:00 a.m. – Briefing-Malibu Conference Room, Tour-Various Metro Locations
This trip will provide State Legislative staff a unique opportunity to take an up-close and behind the scenes look at Metro's extensive public transportation system.  During the tour, they will see portions of the existing 73-mile subway, Metro Orange Line, Metro Rapid and have the opportunity to visit one of our joint development sites. In addition, they will see projects currently under construction such as the Metro Gold Line Eastside Light Rail Project as well as the Mid-City/Exposition Light Rail Project.
Board Members who wish to participate in the Briefing & Tour can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.

Eisenhower Fellowships Visitor from Brazil: Liliana Hermont, Architect, Monday, October 15, 2007, 9:00 a.m. through 12:00 p.m. – Windsor Conference Room-15th Floor

This month, Metro will host visitor Liliana Hermont, a Brazilian architect and Eisenhower Fellow who works for the public transit agency in Belo Horizonte. 
Eisenhower Fellowships is a non-profit leadership development organization based in Philadelphia. They bring emerging leaders from around the world to the United States to meet with experts in their fields of interest. 
Board Members who wish to attend can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
Wilshire/Vermont Ribbon-cutting (Media Event), Tuesday, October 16, 2007, 10:00 a.m. through 10:45 a.m. – Wilshire/Vermont in Los Angeles
Metro will join developer Urban Partners, LLC, public officials and others to announce the official completion of the Wilshire Vermont mixed-use urban transit village. The development includes two seven-story buildings with 449 residential units, of which 20 percent will be set aside for low-income tenants. Amenities include a heated swimming pool, fitness center and clubhouse. The development also will have approximately 30,000 square feet of commercial retail space and a layover zone that was reconstructed across the street that will accommodate 10 buses and operators’ restroom facilities. 
Board Members who wish to participate in this ribbon-cutting event can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
LA Traffic: Harsh Realities and Real Solutions, Wednesday, October 17, 2007, 4:30 p.m. through 5:30 p.m. – LA City Hall

The theme for this meeting is "L.A. Traffic: Harsh Realities and Real Solutions."  The objective is to stimulate a vigorous, practical debate about a topic which heavily impacts us all. A panel discussion is planned of various experts in their respective fields, each with competing views and diverse solutions to this difficult and challenging problem. 
Board Members who wish to attend can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
Second Annual AltCar Expo – The Alternative Transportation & Energy, Friday, October 19 - 20, 2007, 8:00 a.m through 10:00 p.m. – Santa Monica Barker Hanger
This event is scheduled to address solutions to regional and statewide transportation issues. The AltCar Expo will include over 100 displays of renewable energy, transportation choices and alternative vehicles choices. Vehicles of all fuel types will be available to test drive and purchase and there will be three continuous tracks featuring speakers and panels on various topics.

Board Members who wish to attend can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
Night of the Stars, Friday, November 2, 2007, 6:30 p.m. – Sheraton Universal Hotel, Universal City
A Night of Stars is an awards program for Metro’s “best of the best” transportation and maintenance personnel who have displayed dedication to safety, customer satisfaction and a commitment to exceeding expectations on the job.  Award recipients have been with Metro at least five years and meet an exceptionally stringent set of performance.

Board Members who wish to attend can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
Sixth Annual So. Cal. Transportation Summit – Mobility 21, Monday, November 5, 2007, 8:00 a.m. through 2:00 p.m. –  Ontario Convention Center, Ontario, Ca

This event will bring together elected officials, transportation, business and community leaders to work together to build consensus and take action to address Southern California’s transportation challenges.
Board Members who wish to attend can contact my office for more information so that we may make the necessary arrangements.
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