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	House of Representatives Adopts Bill to Keep Federal Government Running
The U.S. House of Representatives overwhelmingly adopted legislation this morning that would fund the federal government through November 16, 2007. The legislation was necessary because no fiscal year 2008 appropriation bills have been sent to the president and the new federal fiscal year begins on October 1, 2007.  The continuing resolution (H.J.Res.52) passed today was adopted by a vote of 404 to 14.
New Report Touts Benefits of Transit in Reducing Carbon Emissions

A new study released today in Washington, D.C. by Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC) and the American Public Transportation Association (APTA) provides compelling evidence in demonstrating the positive role played by public transportation in reducing carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions. The study, entitled "Public Transportation's Contribution to U.S. Greenhouse Gas Reduction," found that public transportation reduces CO2 emissions by 6.9 million metric tons on an annual basis.  This level of reduction exceeds the transportation CO2 emissions that currently exist in states such as North Dakota (6.3 million metric tons) and Delaware (5.0 million metric tons).

The report also concluded that a solo commuter switching his or her commute to existing public transportation can reduce their CO2 emissions by 20 pounds a day, or more than 4,800 pounds per year. Additionally, the authors of the study state that eliminating one vehicle in a two-car family and using public transit in lieu of one car can reduce a household's carbon footprint by 25%-30%.  Furthermore, a two-car household converting all travel to transit can reduce their carbon footprint by as much as 55%.

Finally, the growing relationship between carbon exchange programs and transit agencies was highlighted in the study.  It was reported that numerous transit properties have joined or are considering joining the Chicago Climate Exchange (CCX), which requires member agencies to reduce their carbon footprint by 6% from the base year for measuring emissions (1998-2001 CO2 emissions).  This is a challenging requirement for many transit providers to meet, and some agencies are conducting studies to evaluate the potential cost exposure that may result from purchasing offsetting carbon credits should they fall short of complying with the 6% emissions reduction target.

The full report can be accessed via the following link:
http://www.apta.com/research/info/online/climate_change.cfm



House Panel Presses FTA on Proposed Changes to New Starts Program
Earlier today, the U.S. House Subcommittee on Highways and Transit convened a hearing to examine the Federal Transit Administration's proposed rule on the New Starts and Small Starts programs. The proposed rule, which was announced in the Federal Register on August 3, 2007, and has already generated much controversy within the transit industry, seeks to make procedural as well as substantive changes to the New Starts and Small Starts programs.
Subcommittee Chairman Peter DeFazio (D-OR) took strong exception to many elements of the proposed rule, in particular its inclusion of congestion pricing and innovative contracting strategies as new criteria in evaluating potential projects. DeFazio pointedly questioned FTA Administrator James Simpson, who defended the proposal as an effort to improve and streamline the New Starts program. Other subcommittee members criticized the FTA's inability to develop a method to quantify the economic development benefits of proposed transit projects. Administrator Simpson acknowledged that changes in economic development and land use may provide benefits not captured in current project evaluations and that the agency is attempting to create predictive tools to measure such impacts. 
A panel consisting of transit officials from large and medium-sized properties, including Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA), Hampton Roads, VA and Kansas City, MO, testified on the proposed rule and its potential impact on their respective agencies. WMATA indicated that had the proposed rule been in effect many years ago, significant portions of the Washington Metrorail system, including segments that have spurred the growth of large scale joint development projects, would not have qualified for federal New Starts funding. Other witnesses asserted that the FTA proposal would undermine the very essence of the New Starts program and that it does very little to streamline or simplify the overall process.
FTA's Notice of Proposed Rulemaking is currently in the midst of a three month public comment process, with comments due by November 1, 2007. Metro is in the process of developing a formal response and intends to submit comments for the record next month.  It is expected that a final rule may be issued by the FTA sometime in 2008.
Los Angeles City Council Approves Committee Reorganization

Yesterday, the LA City Council approved a reorganization of the Council’s committees and structure effective October 1, 2007.  The five member composition of the Transportation Committee remains the same, with Councilmember Wendy Greuel as Chair, but with Councilmember Tom La Bonge replacing Councilmember Bernard Parks as Vice-Chair.  The Intergovernmental Relations Committee and the Rules & Elections Committees have been combined into the Rules and Government Committee. A new committee called Jobs, Business Growth and Tax Reform has also been created. The total number of standing committees remains at 15.
Metro Orange Line vs. Pedestrian Accident
Early this morning, a Metro Liner bus traveling westbound on the Metro Orange Line was involved in a bus versus pedestrian incident around 8: 30 a.m.  Apparently, a pedestrian started walking into the middle of the busway just east of the Tampa Station in a fenced area coming out of the bushes from the left side. As the bus driver approached the individual, the operator started slowing down to avoid any contact, veering the bus to the left side, passing the individual. The bus operator while passing the individual watched through the rear view mirror and saw the individual jump into/under the bus. The injured pedestrian was transported to Northridge Medical Center where he underwent surgery. 
At the same time, the Los Angeles Police Department was looking for a suspect in the same area. However, after initial confusion and verification of the individual on the busway, it was determined that this was not the same person the LAPD was looking for. The injured pedestrian was described as a 40 year-old white male. The accident is under investigation by the LA Sheriff’s Department and may possibly be a suicide attempt. KCBS, KABC and the Daily News inquired about the incident. KTLA chopper flew overhead. Stories are expected to run today and tomorrow.

Media Inquiry Into the North Hollywood Joint Development Project
The Daily News is expected to run a story tomorrow in anticipation of the Board approving that Metro enters into exclusive negotiations with Lowe Enterprises for the development of the Metro property in North Hollywood around the Metro Red Line and Orange Line stations. The reporter was told that Metro encourages Transportation Oriented Developments (TOD) around major transportation hubs to encourage the use of public transit. 
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