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	Powerful Congressman Unveils Plan to Increase Federal Gas Tax

The Chairman of the powerful House Energy and Commerce Committee, John Dingell (D-MI), has released details of legislation he is crafting to introduce a number of carbon taxes.  Among the tax increases cited in his legislation is a proposal to raise the federal gas tax by fifty cents per gallon.  The federal gas tax is currently set at 18.4 cents per gallon.  According to a brief summary of the legislation posted on his website, the Chairman’s proposed legislation would direct revenue from the gas tax to the Highway Trust Fund, with 40% of the proceeds going to mass transit and 60% for highways and roads.  According to Metro’s calculations, increasing the federal gas tax by fifty cents per gallon would provide our agency, on an annual basis, over $1.5 billion in additional federal transportation funding.  Here is a link to Representative John Dingell’s Draft Carbon Tax Legislation.
Metro Board Chair Pam O’Connor Seeks Public’s Creative Ideas for Fighting Traffic 

On Wednesday, October 17, 2007 starting at noon, in Metro’s first Live Chat internet forum, Metro Board Chair Pam O’Connor invites the public to comment on the agency’s traffic-busting plans for Los Angeles County and share ideas for staving off gridlock.  A link to the Live Chat Press Release is provided for additional information.  To participate in this live chat, go to metro.net/chat on October 17 to post your questions and comments. 
Metro.net Wins National Award

More Riders Magazine has awarded metro.net a “Gold Star” and called it “one of the easiest-to-use transit websites in the country.”  Awards are to be made at the upcoming APTA conference in Charlotte, N.C.  The magazine reviewed 150 transit websites and Gold Stars were awarded to the top 10% of these sites based on 1) rider information, 2) time sensitive information, 3) rider/community engagement, and 4) ease of use. 

Rotary Club of Los Angeles 

On Friday, September 28, 2007, the Rotary Club of Los Angeles invited me to speak during their weekly meeting, which was held at the Jonathan Club.  Over 150 members and guests attended this event and my presentation covered traffic congestion and the various tools that Metro employs to alleviate congestion, the Business Transit Access Pass, Guaranteed Ride Home, Annual Pass Program and Metro's New Vanpool Program to boost participation in the rideshare week and to promote the use of public transportation in general.  I also shared the results of the Texas Transportation Institute Traffic Congestion Report which ranked Los Angeles number one in operational improvements and number three in savings, although Los Angeles remains the nation's most congested. 
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