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	Live Internet Chat with Board Chair Debuts Wednesday, October 17
In preparation for the debut of the Live Chat with Board Chair Pam O’Connor on http://www.metro.net/chat during the noon hour Wednesday, October 17, Metro has re-issued a press release and sent out an e-mail reminder to more than 1,000 employee transportation coordinators, community leaders, government officials and others.  The Daily News and other media have promoted the chat.  The Los Angeles Times will be monitoring the first session and may report on it afterwards.  The Live Chat sessions are planned monthly.  This session’s topic will invite the public to share their ideas and comments on traffic-busting solutions for Los Angeles County and creative ways of financing new highway and transit projects. 

Grand Opening of the Wilshire/Vermont Joint Development Project Media Event
Today, Board Chair Pam O’Connor, Board members David Fleming and Bonnie Lowenthal and I, along with Urban Partners and its development team members, participated in the grand opening celebration of the $136 million Wilshire/Vermont Joint Development Project, a joint Metro/Urban Partners project, which is a brand new transit-oriented development on the Metro Red Line.  The unique development is a major boon to the Korea Town community, and features 449 apartments, 20 percent of which are affordable units, 36,000 square feet of retail, and some underground public parking.  The site will also include a LAUSD middle school, which is scheduled for completion next year.  The press event was well attended, with three major television networks in attendance, as well as a host of Asian media outlets.  Stories are expected to run today and tomorrow.
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Metro Hosts Briefing and Tour for State Legislative Staff
Yesterday, Metro hosted a State Legislative staff briefing and tour of the agency's extensive transportation network.  The group was taken to view the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, the Exposition Light Rail Transit, Metro Rapid, the Wilshire/Vermont joint development site and Metro Orange Line.  Representatives from the offices of State Senators Sheila Kuehl, Bob Margett, and Jack Scott and Assembly Members Mike Feuer, Paul Krekorian, and Ted Lieu attended the tour.
Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension – Construction Notice
Today, the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Contractor began construction of a roadway and a walkway that will cross over the Gold Line bridge.  This activity is part of the continuing construction activities for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension and will take place on the Union Station property where the bridge goes over the 101 Freeway.  This roadway will eventually be the baggage road, pedestrian walkway, and emergency vehicle access road.  To minimize construction impacts, a new temporary baggage roadway and walkway near the end of the tracks has been created.

What:
Pedestrian and baggage access modification.

When:
Tuesday, October 16, 2007

Where:
Between Tracks 3 and 10, behind the existing Metrolink booth near the end of the tracks.

What to expect:

· New walkway will have a barrier separating pedestrians from the baggage carts.

· Signage will be available to direct pedestrians.

· Construction activities are expected to last until the completion of the baggage overpass.

· Walkway will be open 24hrs a day until work is completed.

· No vehicles will be able to enter the area from the Union Station side.
Metro Art Tours Featured on Popular Online Travel Site

Metro’s popular art tours are featured this week on smartertravel.com, one of the most heavily visited travel sites in the country (1.3 million unique visits/month).  A link to Smarter Travel is provided below:
http://www.smartertravel.com/trip-du-jour/flowers-art-and-comfort-food-in-los-angeles.html?id=2443770


	Metro.net Home | Press Room | Projects & Programs | Meeting Agendas | Riding Metro | Metro Library 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority

1 Gateway Plaza

Los Angeles, California 90012-2952

Phone: 213-922-6888

Fax: 213-922-7447













