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	In this issue:

· House Transportation Committee Adopts Bill That Authorizes Funds to Fix Highway Bridges
· Southern California Region Makes Case for Prop. 1B Goods Movement Funds
· Metro Hosted the T-FLEx Workshop on “Future of Fare Collection”
· Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Construction Notice


	House Transportation Committee Adopts Bill That Authorizes Funds to Fix Highway Bridges

The House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee moved earlier today to adopt the National Highway Bridge Reconstruction and Inspection Act of 2007.  The legislation, authored by Chairman James Oberstar (D-MN), authorizes $2 billion to repair highway bridges and would tighten national bridge inspection standards.  Originally, Chairman Oberstar had sought to raise the federal gas tax (currently at 18.4 cents) by five cents over three years to provide approximately $25 billion to fix and reconstruct structurally deficient bridges across the national highway system.  The legislation adopted today did not include a tax increase, with Oberstar noting that his effort to raise revenue had succumbed to concerns raised by members of the U.S. Senate.  The U.S. Department of Transportation lists 6,175 bridges, of which 1,030 are in the State of California, on the national highway system that are structurally deficient. 

Southern California Region Makes Case for Prop. 1B Goods Movement Funds 

Yesterday, an editorial board meeting was held with the Los Angeles Times seeking an editorial supporting our region’s bid for $1.7 billion in Prop. 1B goods movement funds.  Metro was well represented by Chief Planning Officer Carol Inge because I was on jury duty.  Executives from Orange, Ventura, Riverside, San Bernardino, the Ports and ACE also made a cogent presentation focusing on how our five county areas is adversely impacted by truck and rail traffic from the ports that largely passes out of the region for the benefit of all of California and the nation.  They briefly discussed more than $40 billion in highway, grade separations and other projects needed to handle the exponential growth in goods movement through our region.  The group pointed out there is unprecedented regional cooperation on this issue and argued for reasonable criteria for distributing funds based on need in the state’s major trade corridors rather than having individual projects compete on a statewide basis.  It is hoped that an editorial will be published prior to the November 7-8 California Transportation Commission meeting when guidelines for distributing those monies will be adopted.
Metro Hosted the T-FLEx Workshop on “Future of Fare Collection”

I kicked off the T-FLEx’s (Transit Finance Learning Exchange) semi-annual workshop hosted by Metro from October 29-31 that focused on the “Future of Fare Collection.”  The new technologies will permit opportunities for transit fare payment media to be used for other non-transit revenue generation and for non-transit media such as bank cards to be used for fare payments.  Integration with transit oriented developments is just the first innovative expansion of the fare collection technology to be looked at here in Los Angeles.  
The participants engaged in lively discussions on presentations from Washington DC, Boston and Metro on the status of each property’s implementation of smart card based regional fare collection systems and new technology ideas such as cell phones to pay transit fares.  Nashville MTA discussed the financial, customer service and technological challenges that it faced in allowing credit cards to be used as direct payment media on-board buses, the first on-board acceptance of bank cards in the country.
T-FLEx is a strategic alliance of transit agencies formed to leverage mutual strengths and continuously improve transit finance leadership, development, training practices and information sharing.  

Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Construction Notice
Beginning Friday, November 2, 2007, Ford Boulevard at Third Street will be closed to through access for northbound and southbound traffic.  This closure is necessary for the installation of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension (MGLEE) track on Third Street.

What:
Street closure for northbound and southbound traffic on Ford Blvd. thru the Third St. intersection.

When:
Beginning Friday, November 2, 2007 at 7:00 p.m., lasting approximately one day, weather permitting.

Where:
Ford Blvd. at the Third St. intersection

What to Expect:

· Eastbound and westbound traffic on Third Street will be maintained, but left turns on Ford Blvd. will be prohibited.

· Southbound traffic will need to make a right turn on Third St., left on Eastern Ave., left on Whittier Blvd., and a right on Ford Blvd.

· Northbound traffic will need to make a right on Third St., left on Mednik Ave., left on First St., and right on Ford Blvd.

· Cones and arrow boards will be used to re-direct traffic.

· Access will be maintained for all residents.

· Pedestrian access will be maintained and will be redirected into a safe area out of the zone of construction.

· Fire department and emergency vehicle access will be maintained at all times.
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