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	In this issue:

· Night of Stars
· Metro Art Tours Featured on Two Popular Online Travel Sites


	Night of Stars

On Friday, the San Fernando Valley Service Sector hosted the 2007 “Night of Stars” event at the Universal Sheraton Hotel. 

I had the honor of emceeing the awards banquet event, which hosted over 300 Operations staff and personnel from both Metro Bus and Metro Rail. 

The award winners were comprised of over 100 of our front line Bus & Rail Operators and Mechanics who received top recognition awards for their outstanding contribution to Metro’s frontline service over the past five year period.  

Chief Operating Officer Carolyn Flowers joined me to distribute awards to each of the winners along with special “Spotlight Award” to honored Operations staff by each of the Service Sector General Managers. 

The theme of the evening was “Vintage Hollywood” and our star award winners were treated to an evening filled with vintage nostalgia and treated like stars and greeted with the likes of Marilyn Monroe and other famous look-a-likes. 

Other honored guests were Board members John Fasana, who served as keynote speaker for the evening and Director Doug Failing.  
Metro Art Tours Featured on Two Popular Online Travel Sites

Metro’s popular art tours are featured in today’s BudgetTraveler.com e-newsletter, which is distributed to over 800,000 people each month and is described as providing “travel news and information for a savvy, on-the-go audience”. BudgetTraveler.com also features a story and slideshow on its website. The site has over 3 million page views/month. http://www.budgettravel.com/bt-dyn/content/article/2007/11/02/AR2007110201434.html
In October the art tours were featured on Smartertravel.com, one of the most heavily visited travel sites in the country (1.3 million unique visits/month). The article starts off: “Los Angeles may be home to the stars, but visitors can still discover the beauty in public transportation…” and goes on to describe Metro’s successful volunteer docent guided tours. http://www.smartertravel.com/trip-du-jour/flowers-art-and-comfort-food-in-los-angeles.html?id=2443770
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