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	House and Senate Agree on Transportation Spending Bill for Fiscal Year 2008

Late this afternoon, conferees working on the Fiscal Year 2008 Transportation Appropriations bill agreed to a $105 billion conference report by voice vote. The measure would reportedly appropriate $51 billion in discretionary spending, $3 billion more than President Bush requested and over $4 billion more than enacted last year. Earlier this year, the Bush Administration issued a statement outlining that they strongly oppose this transportation appropriations bill because “it includes an irresponsible and excessive level of spending and includes other objectionable provisions.” Given this statement, President Bush is expected to veto this transportation spending bill. I will provide updates as details of the conference report become available.

CTC Considers Distribution of Trade Corridor Improvement Funds
The California Transportation Commission (CTC) discussed the allocation of the TCIF Program at its monthly meeting which was held November 7th-8th. The meeting agenda included a consideration of its guidelines for allocating these funds. The CTC ultimately postponed adoption of the guidelines to its November 27th meeting. In the interim, the Commission requested that Caltrans Director Will Kempton and CTC Executive Director John Barna meet with representatives of the trade corridor regions to attempt to negotiate shares of funding that would be allocated to each corridor. The Southern California region has requested that 85% of these funds be allocated to our region based of the amount of cargo handled by our region. During CTC discussions today, commissioners indicated that they do not support the use of state funds as an eligible match to bond-funded projects. This has the potential to put Southern California’s projects at a competitive disadvantage.
Yesterday, Assembly Speaker Fabian Núñez sent a letter urging the CTC to provide Southern California with the lion share of the $2 billion in Proposition 1B TCIF bond proceeds. The Speaker recognized the significant contributions the Port of Los Angeles and Long Beach provide to the State at the expense of congestion and pollution in the region.  

VICA Economic Business Forecast 

Metro Board members were key participants in today’s annual Valley Industry & Commerce Association’s (VICA) 19th Annual Business Forecast Conference at the Universal Hilton Hotel. Director Richard Katz moderated the well attended event where a lively session took place on AB32. Directors Mike Antonovich and Zev Yaroslavsky served on the panel with Los Angeles City Councilmember Wendy Greuel, L.A. Department of Transportation (LADOT) Interim General Manager Rita Robinson and others. 

In another panel, Metro’s Chief of Real Property Management & Development Roger Moliere joined L.A. Planning Director Gail Goldberg and others on a Smart Growth Panel. L.A. Mayor Villaraigosa was the keynote speaker at the luncheon following remarks by Building, Transportation & Housing Secretary, Dale Bonner. 
Economic and Political forecasts kicked off the event at breakfast where Wells Capital Management Chief Investment Strategist James Paulsen provided an optimistic view on the economy through examples of “crisis offsets” that included strong corporate balance sheets, no inventory problems and robust economic growth on a global basis. Paulsen expressed confidence “as long as the housing crisis didn’t take down consumption.”

New & Improved Benefit Enrollment System

This year, non-union employees and board members may do benefit enrollment online via the newly implemented Oracle Advanced Benefits (OAB) platform. Open Enrollment to select medical, dental and other group insurance benefits for 2008 through OAB is accessible through both employee work and home computers via the internet. The Open Enrollment platform will be accessible through links on Metro’s intranet and http://www.metro.net starting November 13, 2007. Login instructions will be available on the site.

OAB is part of the Oracle E-Business Suite which provides a single point of entry for the integrated applications which include the Human Resources, Real Estate and Financial Information System applications saving separate manual input to these modules and eliminating the risk of inconsistent data entry. As always, Pension & Benefits’ staff will be available to assist with the enrollment process.
Go Metro to Hollywood’s Santa Parade

Metro Media Relations staff participated in a press event today with the City of Los Angeles’ Special Events Department and the offices of LA City Council members Garcetti and La Bonge to promote the first annual Hollywood Santa Parade and encourage the public to Go Metro to the parade.  The Hollywood’s Santa Parade will honor the pageantry and festive spirit of its predecessor, the Hollywood Christmas Parade.  Former television host of the “Price Is Right” Bob Barker will serve as this year’s grand marshal.  The parade takes place on Sunday, Nov. 25 beginning at 5 p.m. The parade will be broadcast on KTLA and L.A. City Channel 35 at noon on December 16th. Numerous media outlets attended the event this morning including KCBS/KCAL, KTLA, KABC and KFWB radio. In addition, Media Relations distributed a news release today encouraging spectators to Go Metro to this year’s parade. Stories are expected to air tonight and tomorrow.   
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