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	In this issue:

· CTC Adopts Prop 1B Trade Corridor Improvement Program Guidelines
· Response to the California Transportation Commission’s Allocation of Goods Movement Funds Derived from Proposition 1B
· Searches on Convicted Taggers in the San Fernando Valley
· Media Inquiry into Metro Rail Gating Options


	CTC Adopts Prop 1B Trade Corridor Improvement Program Guidelines

Today in Sacramento, the California Transportation Commission (CTC) adopted hotly contested guidelines for the $2.0 billion Prop 1B Trade Corridor Improvement Program, including approximately $500 million in additional State Highway Account funding and $500 million in over-programming from funds or project savings yet to be identified. Commissioner Larry Zarian opposed the motion to approve the program due to concerns about the over-programming portion of the Guidelines.  
State Assembly Speaker Fabian Nunez and several other Assemblymembers spoke in opposition of the Guidelines because the now expanded program of $3 billion is insufficiently targeted to the urgent needs of the Los Angeles, Long Beach and Inland Empire Trade Corridor. Ex-Officio member and Chair of the Assembly Transportation Committee, Pedro Nava asked the CTC to address the Speaker's concerns prior to the vote, but no changes were made to the funding targets in the Guidelines. Trade Corridor project applications are due January 17, 2008.
A full report will be made to the Metro Board on Thursday.

Response to the California Transportation Commission’s Allocation of Goods Movement Funds Derived from Proposition 1B

In attending today’s CTC Prop 1B Allocation Meeting in Sacramento, I find it unfortunate that in approving the Trade Corridor Improvement Fund (TCIF) program, the CTC continues to demonstrate that it does not completely understand or appreciate the full magnitude of the goods movement problems in our region.  Today’s decision to share goods movement dollars “evenly” across the state aimed to satisfy everyone, but in the end will shortchange the region that, by any objective measure, deserves these funds.  

I make no apologies for fighting for goods movement dollars that should rightfully be spent in our region.  The fact is, according to the California Air Resources Board, over 1,200 residents from our region die prematurely every year due to the effects of air pollution related to the goods movement industry. 

Today’s CTC action is further proof that Los Angeles County must look to its own resources if we are going to comprehensively address the needs of our region.  

I would like to express my gratitude to Speaker Fabian Nunez, Assembly Budget Subcommittee Chair Mike Feuer, Assemblymember Bob Huff, Assembly Transportation Committee Chair Pedro Nava and the members of the Southern California legislative delegation for fighting so hard for our fair share of funding.  I would also like to thank CTC Commissioner Larry Zarian, Los Angeles County's only Commissioner, for supporting the region. 

It is unfortunate that the State does not fully recognize the magnitude of the goods movement problem in our region.

Searches on Convicted Taggers in the San Fernando Valley
Transit Services Bureau (TSB) deputies served probation search warrants last week against nine offenders who were on probation for tagging Metro property. Sheriff’s officials say the damage caused by the offenders to the Metro System was more than $10,000. Search teams included probation officers who were sent out to homes throughout the San Fernando Valley to check for probation violations.

Graffiti paraphernalia such as spray paint cans, nozzles or drawings or graffiti-like images are usually forbidden by the judge when a convicted tagger is placed on probation. The homes of nine graffiti offenders on probation were searched November 21st to ensure that they were in compliance with their probation requirements. One search team visited four properties and found one offender in violation of his probation and two in full compliance.

While at the home of one offender, one team discovered a man hiding in a closet. He was taken into custody after deputies learned there was a Grand Theft warrant out for his arrest.

Offenders in violation of probation will face a judge who will decide if probation revocation or sentence enhancements will be necessary. TSB deputies are planning to check on probation violators again in December.
Media Inquiry into Metro Rail Gating Options

KNBC News inquired today regarding an item on this Thursday’s Board agenda about a report that discusses gating options for the Metro Rail system. The reporter interviewed Metro’s Jane Matsumoto about the various options available as well as the costs involved. The report going before the Board presents options that may improve fare recovery, reduce and mitigate fare evasion and provide security enhancements. The story is expected to air Thursday morning during the 6 a.m. and 7 a.m. newscasts.
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